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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
It is James Naismith Week at Liberty Common School
Dr. James Naismith (1861 – 1938) was the
Canadian-born physical-education instructor,
physician, chaplain, coach and innovator who,
inspired by a teaching assignment and his own
childhood, invented basketball in
1891. Dr. Naismith became a medical doctor in 1898,
and was subsequently hired by the University of
Kansas that same year. He went on to establish one
of collegiate basketball’s most storied programs and
served as the Athletic Director and faculty member at
the university for nearly 40 years, retiring in 1937.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

There Is No Retreat
By: Bob Schaffer
In making his impassioned case for Virginians to join the Revolutionary War, Patrick
Henry bellowed, “There is no retreat but in submission and slavery!” Fortunately, Liberty
Common School’s cheerful situation is hardly dire as Henry’s, because we just concluded
two enormously successful retreats. Another is planned for tomorrow.
High-school House leaders, over the recent
three-day weekend, convened their annual
two-day retreat just outside Rocky Mountain
National Park. Our students really have this
process dialed in. They annually perfect the
school’s vision for a second-to-none studentlife experience at Liberty, and they set
multiple outstanding ideas to action.
As students wrapped up their sessions, the
school’s entire K-12 administration convened
its annual retreat literally across the street. We spent two isolated days discussing ways
to refine strategies toward advancing the school’s mission.
Tomorrow, Liberty’s parent-led Board of Directors is conducting a Strategic-Planning
Session to align new opportunities and challenges with the school’s classical vision,
mission, and timeless philosophy.
Indeed, our excellent school thrives forward by routinely validating its bearings, adapting
as prudence dictates, and maintaining our sights on the true, the good, the beautiful,
and the perfect. In that sense, Henry was spot on. There is no retreat in the holy cause
of Liberty.

All Liberty-Newsworthy Notices
Siener Honored. Yesterday, LCS fourth-grade
instructor M r. Jeff Siener received the Quality,
Choice and Equity Teacher Award issued by
the Colorado League of Charter Schools. The
award commends Mr. Siener for “his dedication
to providing meaningful and motivating learning
environments that inspire his students on a
daily basis.” Each month, the Colorado League
of Charter Schools recognizes charter-school
teachers throughout the state who are

deserving of recognition for the outstanding
work they do for their students and school
community. The League chooses this teacher
through a competitive nomination process
among Colorado’s 262 charter
schools. Winners are selected by a panel of
League staff. Congratulations Mr. Siener!
Please CLICK HERE to see the CLCS’s feature
on Mr. Siener.

Sunset Soirée. Tickets on sale
now. Our spring fundraising event
will be a wonderful opportunity to
socialize with parents, teachers, and
friends of Liberty Common School.
Please mark your calendars for
Friday, March 27 at 7:00 p.m. We will
be gathering at the lovely Windsong
Estate Event Center for terrific
music, food, and fun. Tickets
available HERE.

School Illnesses. There is a lot of illness passed around this time of year, especially
the flu. When considering whether to keep your child home from school, please refer to
the policy our school utilizes (found on the school website), based on recommendations
from The Colorado Department of Public Health, and a Flu Guideline from the health
department. CLICK HERE to view.

Junto Book Discussion I For Parents, Grandparents, Faculty. Please consider
joining members of the Parent Education Committee for discussions of the book Why
Johnny Can't Tell Right From Wrong. Wednesday, February 19, and
Thursday, February 27, 6:30pm in the high-school’s Minerva Reading Room. More than
any other, this book inspired school founders to establish our character-education
program. Mark your calendars for one or both discussions. Please come prepared with a
few points you would like the group to discuss. We envision a general discussion of the
content with an emphasis on what parents can do to support character development in
our school, and in our children. Feel free to encourage others to read the book and join
us as well. All are welcome.Contact Paulette Hansen with questions.
Junto Book Discussion II For Parents, Grandparents, Faculty. Join Liberty
instructors Steve Ronen and Jeff Siener as they discuss the book Assassination
Generation: Video Games, Aggression, and the Psychology of Killing. They will meet
Tuesday, January 28 and March 3 at the Elementary School. Contact M r. Ronen or
M r. Siener with questions

Parents-Only Parlor Night.
Friday, January 31, 2020,
the LCHS Ambassador’s
Club and Key Club will be
hosting Parlor Night. This
captivating event full of
amazing performances will be

held from 7:00 to 9:00PM in
the Liberty Common High
School Great Hall. Along with
a short music-appreciation
commentary from Maestro
M r. Dave Lunn,
complimentary desserts and
beverages will be served.
Free childcare will also be
provided so the adults can
enjoy a relaxing night out.
Donations/tips are suggested
but not required. For
questions see Ethan
M cLaughlin or M icah
Sanfilippo.

Elementary School - Newsworthy Notices
Volunteers Needed. The 80s are coming back,
yo – to LCS. Get psyched for the Liberty Common
Winter Carnival on Friday, February 7th 5:30 –
7:30PM at LCS. Free family fun including games,
bouncy house, obstacle course, DJ, costume
contest, photo booth, and balloon twister; Panino's
pizza will be sold (2 killer slices and a drink for $4). A
serving (per person) of popcorn, and cotton candy are free – totally! More rad
volunteers are needed for this tubular event – SIGN UP HERE. Donations, supplies
needed, too – CLICK HERE.

Teacher Treasures. These are
fantastically fun and unique experiences
that students enjoy with their favorite
teachers and staff. Experiences range
from hiking, museum visits, a trip to
TopGolf, movie nights, a trip to an
escape room, and many more. These
experiences are not to be missed.
Bidding will begin on February 3 and
culminate at the Winter Carnival on
February 7. Watch here or keep your
eye on your email for more details.

Elementary School Calendar
January 24 | Chessmates
January 27| Character Assembly| Speaker LCS parent, Steve Martin. CLICK
HERE to read about Mr. Martins journey with Parkinson's disease.
K-3rd Grade, 8:10-8:45 AM.
4-6 Grade, 8:55-9:35 AM.
January 30 | BOD Mtg., 6:00 PM, LCHS Acropolis.
January 31 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
January 31 | Chessmates
February 3 | District Spelling Bee, 1:00 PM.

February 4 | 1st-Grade Concert, 5:30 PM, 2nd-Grade Concert, 6:30 PM.
February 7 | Winter Carnival, 5:30 PM.
February 7 | Chessmates
February 10-13 | Volunteer-Appreciation Week.
February 11 | Screenagers Next Chapter: Uncovering Skills for Stress
Resilience, 6:30 PM, LCS Gym.
February 14 | Professional Development, NO SCHOOL.
February 17 | President's Day, NO SCHOOL.
February 21 | Chessmates
February 24-28 | Penny Drive
February 27 | BOD Meeting, 6:00 PM.
February 27 | Liberty T-shirt Day
February 27 | Chessmates
February 29 | Festival of Ideas, 9 AM- 12 PM, Liberty Common High School.

2019-2020 School Holidays and Intermissions
Feb. 14 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb. 17 | Presidents Day.
M arch 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
M ay 22 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00.

From Ms. Megan Burgess, AST
Instructor

Liberty Instructor Goes To Sea
Liberty’s first-year Academic Support Team instructor Ms. Megan Burgess was chosen
by the Navy League – Rocky Mountain Region to participate in a program aimed at
familiarizing teachers with careers and functions of the U.S. Navy. Last November, Ms.
Burgess was flown by Navy aircraft to the USS Theodore Roosevelt on deployment in the
Pacific Ocean where she spent two days. Following is her report to the LCS community.

US Navy Embark
By: M s. M egan Burgess
Imagine this! You are sitting still on a runway when all of a sudden you are launched from
0 mph to 150 mph in a mere three seconds! The lead-up is intense.
You anxiously sit, goggles tight, and harnesses taut. “Green shirts” are below, rapidly
connecting a release bar to the jet in a complicated system of steam-pressurized pistons.
Suddenly, you are given the nonverbal signal that the launch will commence in under 15
seconds.
You breathe in deeply in an effort to calm your
nerves. This is not your average domestic flight! The
engines roar to a fever pitch, and in the blink of an
eye you feel immense pressure followed by a brief
moment of total weightlessness.
It is both terrifying and adrenaline-inducing as you
are slingshot off of a tiny runway over the Pacific
Ocean, and into the clouds. You have just
experienced what the US Navy calls a catapult launch
(or a “cat shot”), a special operation designed by engineers in the 1940s in order to
allow heavy-payload jets to take off from short runways in the middle of an ocean.
My short stint on the USS Theodore Roosevelt will stay with me for a lifetime. This
incredible opportunity was made possible by the US Navy League. The league’s primary
purpose is to educate the public – and possible recruits – about the Navy. Its mission is
to provide civilians a rare glimpse into the immense inner workings of the US Navy, most
specifically the operations on an aircraft carrier, with the understanding that we share
our experiences returning home.
As educators, our primary role is to teach, and the US Navy League provides an allexpense paid trip for chosen educators to learn most intimately what life is like as a
midshipman, and to share those experiences with our students, and community.
In under 48 hours, my group and I experienced an arrested landing, witnessed day and
night flight-deck operations, toured everything from the mess halls to the nuclear
engineering areas, to the anchor room, to the Captain’s deck, and experienced a
catapult launch.
Beyond the generalized heroics that occur on a daily basis, I was most mesmerized by
the camaraderie felt amongst all 6,000 men and women aboard the ship. Whether we
were having a meal with high-rank officers or the enlisted, the message was consistent:

We know our job is vital to the success of this ship.
Several times a day, the hands-on-deck “FOD” call-to-action was echoed throughout the
ship. This seemingly small task of scrutinizing the flight deck for foreign-object debris
(FOD) – debris that can rip through engines and compromise their integrity and safety –
demonstrated the necessity of teamwork in such an acute manner. Soldiers stand, armto-arm, walking the course of the flight deck picking up miniscule particles to ensure the
success of the mission; the success of the US Navy, and ultimately our country.
The USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN-71) is one of eleven
aircraft carriers actively deployed across the globe. She is
the fourth nuclear-powered aircraft carrier built for the US
Navy. She made her maiden voyage in 1986 and has
been serving our great country ever since. The USS
Theodore Roosevelt is heralded as “Big Stick” in honor of
Roosevelt’s international diplomacy policy, “Speak softly
and carry a big stick.”
According to the US Navy, an aircraft carrier has a threefold mission:
1. To provide a credible, sustainable, independent forward presence and conventional
deterrence in peacetime.
2. To operate as the cornerstone of joint/allied maritime expeditionary forces in times of
crisis.
3. To operate and support aircraft attacks on enemies, protect friendly forces and
engage in sustained independent operations in war.
For more information CLICK HERE.
I am extremely grateful to the Navy League for giving me this once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity. If you are interested in a similar experience, please contact Stephen Kelly
of the Navy League – Rocky Mountain Region.

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th Girl's Basketball
Mon, 1/27, 4PM, Home, vs Ft. Lupton (A-team only).
Wed, 1/29, 4PM; 5PM, Home, vs Highland.
8th Girl's Basketball
Mon, 1/27, 5PM, Home, vs Ft. Lupton (A-team only).
Wed, 1/29, 4PM; 5PM, Away, at Highland.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach M atthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach M atthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact TBD (Boys); TBD (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); TBD (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports:

HS M en's Basketball
Sat, 1/25, 11:30AM, Home, vs Vail Christian. (C-team only).
Tue, 1/28, 4PM;5:30PM;7PM, Away, at Platte Valley.
Fri, 1/31, 4PM;5:30PM;7PM, Home, vs University.
Sat, 2/1, 3PM;5:30PM, Home, vs Akron (JV & Varsity only).
HS Women's Basketball
Sat, 1/25, 1PM;2:30PM, Home, vs Vail Christian (JV & Varsity only).
Tue, 1/28, 4PM;5:30PM;7PM, Home, vs Platte Valley.
Fri, 1/31, 4PM;5:30PM;7PM, Away, at University.
Sat, 2/1, 2PM;4PM, Home, vs Akron (JV & Varsity only).
HS Women's Swimming
Tue, 1/28, 4PM, Away, Tri-Valley League Relays, at Eaton.
Athletic Fee: You can now go to your PowerSchool account and pay your athletic fee
online.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach M ayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Every Family A Donor

Giving Landing Page. We are deeply grateful for your financial support of Liberty
Common School. To see all of the current fundraising campaigns at Liberty, visit
giving.libertycommon.org. Current campaigns include Festival of Ideas, High School
Baseball and Women’s Soccer, as well as our Invest in the Future campaign. Take a look
and support Liberty today.

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Latin: Don’t Leave Home Without It
By: Tristan Van Maren, former LCHS English Teacher
Why we have Latin at Liberty:
1. VOCABULARY: 8th grade Latin supports the 8th Grade

English Word Within the Word program (our Vocabulary
curriculum). The cross-curricular connections between
English and Latin help provide a coherent and unified
curriculum for Liberty’s 8th graders.
2. GRAMMAR: A solid understanding of Latin Grammar
does wonders when it comes to understanding English Grammar. Once a
student ...(CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
M anners" used in "Household Science"
class of that day:
“Rule No. 95. School Clothes. Directors of
girls’ schools set very definite rules for the school
clothing of their students. They emphasize
simplicity and cleanliness. Here girls wear semitailored clothes of serge, jersey, flannel, and
cotton goods. Velvets, silks, and laces are
avoided for school wear, because they are
expensive and perishable. The well-dressed
high-school girl of today wears a sweater outfit, a
suit, or simple wool or cotton dress. She wears oxfords with medium heels, never French
heels."

Alumni Update From Will Denton '16.

Dear Liberty Family,
I’ve been dwelling on my time at Liberty Common a lot recently. I graduated from CSU
this December with a degree in Finance (if you’re interested in pursuing business at CSU
or at any higher-ed institution please feel free to shoot me an email and we can talk).
College was awesome. The freedom you get to pursue your academic and non-academic
interests is incredible. Making tons of new friends, many of whom are interested in the
same things you are makes it such a sweet season of life. Yet, while sitting at my
graduation ceremony savoring all my great college memories, and I couldn’t help but
think back to sitting in a foldable black chair on the stage at Timberline Church
graduating from Liberty in 2016.
Believe me, every season of life has its time and place and high school is over for me
and that is a good thing :), but Liberty has a very special place in my heart and it always
will. For all the students who take a second to read this, know that I am always open to
connect with you and would love to help you excel.
Now to address the point of this “Alumni Update,” I am doing well. I graduated three
weeks ago, married the love of my life sixteen days ago, and am now seeking a career in
finance! My wife Tabby and I are transitioning into married life right now and are enjoying
time with family as we begin transitioning into careers and jobs this year.
Tabby and I send our best to the entire Liberty family, especially all the teachers who
made my experience so rewarding!
Warm Regards,
Will and Tabby Denton

News Worth Repeating
Storytelling, Prizes, New Book. Come celebrate
the magic of storytelling with LCS parent and author
Heidi Schrack and her brand new book, Let's Make
a Cake! Join us for an afternoon of fun and festivities
at 3:30PM, Tuesday, January 28th in LCS’s Connie
Behr Memorial Library. Reading, prizes, balloons, and
more! You just might walk away with a new favorite
book.

Loveland Classical Symposium. Our friends at
Loveland Classical Schools have invited all Liberty
parents, alumni, students, and supporters to interact
with their teachers for a day of lectures, readings,
performances, and discussions. The Loveland Classical
Symposium takes place tomorrow Sat 25 Jan 2020 and
is the school’s “intellectual homecoming." It will
showcase enriching discussions, and opportunities for
our community to engage public intellectuals. Come and
be a student again at the Loveland Classical
Symposium. CLICK HERE for more information.

Unrestricted Technology Ruins
Children. Find out how, and why we’re
losing a generation of children to unbridled
technology. The Liberty Parent Education
Committee urges all parents to attend this
important presentation of “Screenagers
Next Chapter: Uncovering Skills For Stress
Resilience.” Event date: Tuesday,
February 11th, 2020 6:30PM at LCS (1725
Sharp Point Dr., Fort Collins). Students will
find the presentation compelling,
too. Please CLICK HERE for more
information.

Place Yearbook Orders Now. The 2020 Liberty Common
School yearbook – it’s fantastic – is coming together, and we will
soon be finalizing the number of books that we will be ordering. If
you have not done so already, now is the time to order your 2020
yearbook. From January 20th – 31st, the yearbook will be on sale
for $25. Place orders online at jostensyearbooks.com. You
can personalize your 2020 yearbook for your child – but you need
to act fast. This year’s book is turning out to be the best one
ever. You won’t want to miss out.

Festival Of Ideas. On Saturday, February 29th, we are hosting our fourth-annual
Festival of Ideas from 9:00AM-2:00PM. The Festival of Ideas is a colloquium where
content experts and students come together to contribute to a diverse and
vibrant conversation of intellectual curiosity and expertise. Speakers will be presenting
on a broad array of topics from the fields of archaeology, philosophy, astrophysics, art

history, and more. Come join us for a day of exploration and discovery.
CLICK HERE to register for the event.
Fundraiser for Festival of Ideas Needs
Your Help. This year for Festival of Ideas,
we would like to fly in worldrenowned keynote speaker, Dr. Brian A.
Williams. We would also like to provide a
complimentary breakfast and lunch to our
guests. The drawback is that we need the
funds to be able to provide these perks.
Please help make Festival of Ideas the
best it can be.
Click here to donate now.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention all
Liberty Common dads, granddads, uncles,
etc: Please sign up with the Liberty
WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad M r. Wes Cardenas,
WatchD.O.G coordinator, urges all adult men in
the LCS family to spend some time in the school
during the school year assisting with the ebb
and flow of 612 students. It’s a great experience,
and makes a big positive difference in the life of
our excellent school. CLICK HERE to sign up
and get a date or two (or more) on the calendar,
and to let all LCS students know they can count on you this year to be a WatchD.O.G.

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 303-435-3873
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- January 30 | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.

STAY CONNECTED
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