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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
It is Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Week at Liberty
Common School
This week at LCS is Rev. M artin Luther King Jr.
Week. King was a fourth-generation Baptist minister and
pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta,
Georgia. For thirteen years (1955 – 1968), King led the
modern American civil-rights movement, achieving more
genuine progress towards equality in America than any
other period in our history. King’s success can largely be
attributed to his commitment to nonviolence, his masterful
command of the English language, and the power of
words. His I Have a Dream speech, Noble Peace Prize remarks, and Letter from a
Birmingham Jail are among the most revered orations and writings in the English
language, and represent watershed moments in American history.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Be Careful “Brethren!”
By: Bob Schaffer
As a college student, Rev. M artin Luther King, Jr., wrote in his campus newspaper
The Maroon Tiger, “We must remember that intelligence is not enough. Intelligence plus
character – that is the goal of true education.” Indeed, Liberty Common’s core academic
philosophy tightly aligns with King’s.
“The complete education gives one not only power of concentration, but worthy
objectives upon which to concentrate,” he added. King’s essay ends prophetically: “If we
are not careful, our colleges will produce a group of close-minded, unscientific, illogical
propagandists, consumed with immoral acts. Be careful, ‘brethren!’ Be careful, teachers.”
In the second grade, Liberty Common students learn “that fighting for the rights of
African Americans has been an important cause for many people throughout the United
States.” Here, our school’s curriculum accentuates Rev. King’s impact, and other
profound examples such as M ary M eLeod Bethune, Ruby Bridges, Jackie
Robinson, and Rosa Parks.
Along their journey through the eighth grade, exposures to key historic figures and
topical themes deepen, widen, and circle back multiple times. In this way, Liberty
students acquire solid foundational knowledge about things all Americans ought to
know. To these facts and stories our expert instructors imbed direct personal
attachments to the American Civil Rights Movement, and other “worthy objectives upon
which to concentrate.”

All Liberty-Newsworthy Notices

Rodón Wins Geo Bee. Congratulations to LCHS 7th grader Nick Rodón who won the
school’s Geography Bee on Tuesday. He faced stiff competition from fellow 7th
grader Braeden Lagowski, who took second place. Nick won the competition in the
championship round with a pair of outstanding answers to extremely difficult
questions. He will now have an opportunity to qualify for and compete in the State
Geography Bee on March 27. Go Nick! Congratulations to all of the competitors:
4th Graders Hailey Robinson and M aya Shover, 5th Graders M att Farrand and Elias

Bieganski, 6th Graders Cole Greenacre and Lexie Stump, 7th Graders Braeden
Lagowski and Nick Rodón, and 8th Graders Patrick Wrona and Rhys Cushman.

LCS Volunteers Needed To Host Robotics Tournament. On Saturday, February
1st, Liberty Common is hosting Northern Colorado’s FIRST Tech Robotics Qualifier
Tournament. We’ll be showing off our school to other teams from throughout Colorado,
and other states; and, we need lots of volunteers to pull this off in splendid Liberty
fashion. People interested in engineering are especially needed, but we need
everyone. There are many different types of roles where we can really use your time and
talents. This is a chance to pitch in, and help our students shine. Please email Lisa
Fraser or call her at 720-775-5359 and she will help you get registered.

Festival Of Ideas. On Saturday, February 29th, we
are hosting our fourth-annual Festival of Ideas from
9:00AM-2:00PM. The Festival of Ideas is a
colloquium where content experts and students come
together to contribute to a diverse and
vibrant conversation of intellectual curiosity and
expertise. Speakers will be presenting on a broad
array of topics from the fields of archaeology,
philosophy, astrophysics, art history, and more.
Come join us for a day of exploration and discovery.
CLICK HERE to register for the event.

Fundraiser for Festival of Ideas Needs
Your Help. This year for Festival of Ideas,
we would like to fly in worldrenowned keynote speaker, Dr. Brian A.
Williams. We would also like to provide a
complimentary breakfast and lunch to our
guests. The drawback is that we need the
funds to be able to provide these perks.
Please help make Festival of Ideas the
best it can be.
Click here to donate now.

School-Security Enhancements
Installed. A few astonishingly
observant students have noticed,
and asked about some subtle
school-security enhancements
added over Christmas break. No
secrets here. Parents should want to
know, too. At the high school, many
of the locking mechanisms on
classroom doors were inadequate to
resist recent entry techniques we’ve
tracked while staying abreast of

national school-violence case studies. Accordingly, those locks have now all been
replaced. Prompted by similar lessons, windows of the elementary-school vestibule and
front offices were reinforced. The windows are now reinforced with a hardly noticeable,
high-tech polymer security layer. Any forced-entry attempt at these once-vulnerable
points will now be a very time-consuming proposition. Over the next few months, our
budding student detectives might notice the addition of more security cameras; and, a
deterrent, on-site security vehicle. These enhancements are a result of ongoing
professional-security consultations, vulnerability assessments, and responses to lessons
learned as we (along with our partners in local law enforcement) study regrettable events
that have occurred throughout the country. Please know these matters are among the
highest priorities established by Liberty’s Board of Directors, and school administration.

Loveland Classical Symposium. Our friends at
Loveland Classical Schools have invited all Liberty
parents, alumni, students, and supporters to interact
with their teachers for a day of lectures, readings,
performances, and discussions. The Loveland Classical
Symposium takes place this Sat 25 Jan 2020, and is the
school’s “intellectual homecoming." It will showcase
enriching discussions, and opportunities for our
community to engage public intellectuals. Come and be
a student again at the Loveland Classical
Symposium. CLICK HERE for more information.

Elected VIPs On Deck. Liberty Common School was honored to have five key elected
community leaders on hand at last Friday's Legion of Thirteen Induction
Ceremony. Their presence is a reminder of the importance high-quality public education
plays in the maintenance of our Republic, our state, and our community. Joining our
students, and cheering them on were University of Colorado Regent Sue Sharkey,
Member of the Fort Collins City Council Susan Gutowsky, Larimer County Clerk and
Recorder Angela M yers, Larimer County Treasurer Irene Josey, and Fort Collins
M ayor Wade Troxell -- all of whom are pictured nearby. If you see these public
servants around town, please let them know how grateful we all are for their engagement
with our excellent school.

CU Regent Sue Sharkey with husb and
Dave Jordan, Dr. Maureen Schaffer, and
Headmaster Bob Schaffer
Ft. Collins Mayor Wade Troxell

Larimer County Treasurer Irene
Josey

Ft. Collins Council Memb er
Susan Gutowsky

Larimer County Clerk and
Recorder Angela Meyers

Elementary School - Newsworthy Notices

Teacher Treasures. These are fantastically fun and unique experiences that students
enjoy with their favorite teachers and staff. Experiences range from hiking, museum
visits, baking gourmet cupcakes, movie nights, a trip to an escape room, and many more.
These experiences are not to be missed. Bidding will take place for 1 week and culminate
at the Winter Carnival on February 7. Watch here or keep your eye on your email for
more details.

Scholars Ascend Odyssey Competition. On Saturday, two LCS teams competed in a
mind-skill-building workshop organized by Odyssey of the Mind. Our scholars, pictured
atop today’s Liberty Common Sense newsletter, competed against teams from
throughout Colorado in contests involving quick thinking, theater, comedy skills, and
building things with fasteners, fixtures, and templates. Their talents were pitted against
five categories of challenges – vehicle, technical, classics, structure, and
performance. The competition reinforced important lessons and skills all Liberty students
learn at our excellent school including collaboration, economic tradeoffs, negotiation, and
theatre. Liberty’s teams successfully drew upon their powerful Core Knowledge
background in math, history, art, music, science, athletics, and economics. They move

on to the Poudre River Regional Tournament in March. For more information, CLICK
HERE.

Place Yearbook Orders Now. The 2020 Liberty Common
School yearbook – it’s fantastic – is coming together, and we will
soon be finalizing the number of books that we will be ordering. If
you have not done so already, now is the time to order your 2020
yearbook. From January 20th – 31st, the yearbook will be on sale
for $25. Place orders online at jostensyearbooks.com. You
can personalize your 2020 yearbook for your child – but you need
to act fast. This year’s book is turning out to be the best one
ever. You won’t want to miss out.

Winter Carnival – 80s Throwback! The 80s are
coming back, yo – to LCS. Get psyched for the Liberty
Common Winter Carnival on Friday, February 7th 5:30 –
7:30PM at LCS. Free family fun including games, bouncy
house, obstacle course, DJ, costume contest, photo
booth, and balloon twister; Panino's pizza will be sold (2
killer slices and a drink for $4). A serving (per person) of
popcorn, and cotton candy are free – totally! More rad
volunteers are needed for this tubular event – SIGN UP
HERE. Donations, supplies needed, too – CLICK

HERE.

Seniors Challenge Kinders. Earlier today, LCHS senior members of the Legion of

Thirteen challenged LCS kindergarteners to be great students, graduate from LCHS,
and join them in the Legion when their time comes in 2032. The special Order celebrates
those students who have attended Liberty Common for all thirteen years from
kindergarten through 12th grade. “Thirteeners” are inducted into the Order annually on
January 10th. There are 19 of them in this year’s graduating Class of 2020. To punctuate
the challenge, kindergarteners received white “challenge keys” which they will return
twelve years from now at their induction ceremony in exchange for the LEGIO XIII red key
which is worn at graduation.

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of The Week
Girls Advance Science. The first book in the
Time Quintet series, A Wrinkle in Time
entered the literary world by shattering glass
ceilings. Rejected 26 times, it would have been
easy for author M adeleine L’Engle to buckle
under the weight of publishers’ words: “Not
enough story value. Mrs. Whatsit is not for us.
Cut it in half and then maybe. No one wants to
read about a girl in space.” But L’Engle was
determined. Here was a story close to her
heart, a story she knew children would love
despite the presence of a girl—the nerve!—in
a central role in a science-fiction story. Many publishers balked at the idea of a heroine
in a book about quantum physics; who would be the audience? Girls aren’t into such
things. Except they were, and are! L’Engle knew what so many publishers didn’t—people
underestimate children. While sitting on a panel of children’s writers, she once said,
“They [publishers] think you have to write differently. You don’t. You just have to tell a
story.” And what a story. Generations of book-banning adults have tried to keep A

Wrinkle in Time out of the hands of children for liberally embracing both Christian, and
non-Christian themes at once. When you read, you’ll be exploring the universe and all
the mysteries it holds with Meg, Charles Wallace, and the Mrs. Whatsit, Who, and
Which. Step into that dark and stormy night. You won’t be disappointed.

Elementary School Calendar
January 20 | Martin Luther King Day, NO SCHOOL.
January 21 | PDS written spelling bee, 1:00 PM.
January 24 | Chessmates
January 27 | Public-Information Night, 6:30 PM, LCS.
January 30 | BOD Mtg., 6:00 PM, LCHS Acropolis.
January 31 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
January 31 | Chessmates
February 3 | District Spelling Bee, 1:00 PM.
February 4 | 1st-Grade Concert, 5:30 PM, 2nd-Grade Concert, 6:30 PM.
February 7 | Winter Carnival, 5:30 PM.
February 7 | Chessmates
February 10-13 | Volunteer-Appreciation Week.
February 11 | Screenagers Next Chapter: Uncovering Skills for Stress
Resilience, 6:30 PM, LCS Gym.
February 14 | Professional Development, NO SCHOOL.
February 17 | President's Day, NO SCHOOL.
February 21 | Chessmates
February 24-28 | Penny Drive
February 27 | BOD Meeting, 6:00 PM.
February 27 | Liberty T-shirt Day
February 27 | Chessmates
February 29 | Festival of Ideas, 9 AM- 12 PM, Liberty Common High School.

From Mr. Robinson, LCHS
Assistant Principal

One of E.D. Hirsch’s primary insights was that
there is a certain body of knowledge that, when
mastered, allows a person to more fully participate
in their society. For example, if a work colleague
refers to a repetitive and pointless task they are
required to perform as a “sisyphean struggle,” it is
helpful to know that in Greek myth Sisyphus was
the one condemned to push a rock up a hill
repeatedly, only to watch it roll back down again. In
this, as in many other cases, background
knowledge opens the channels of communication.
Failure to possess key knowledge, on the other
hand, means being unable to understand and
communicate as completely.
At the elementary, students are laying the

foundation for that mature literacy as they follow the sequenced, specific, and rigorous
content provided in the Core Knowledge curriculum. By the time students leave 6th
grade, they will possess an impressive store of knowledge about the history of the world,
from ancient Egypt to the modern United States. In science, they will understand the
human body and a lot else related to biology, physics, and other disciplines. They will
have math facts at their fingertips, know the names and major works of artists and
musicians, and understand key economic principles. Their knowledge will make them
better readers, thinkers, and creators.
This knowledge accumulation continues at the high school, with the difference that highschool students, and their parents, have more say in what knowledge they put in their
baskets. Students at LCHS will begin choosing classes for next year within the next few
weeks. As students and parents make those decisions, I encourage them to make
mature literacy their standard. Choose courses that will both broaden and deepen a
student’s body of knowledge to best prepare them for the future. Here are a few thoughts
for students to keep in mind during the course selection process.
First, avoid the temptation to choose classes for purely social reasons. Many students
are understandably interested in coordinating their schedules with those of their
friends. To them I would say, you will have friends in almost any class you choose, and if
not, you will have the chance to make new ones. Therefore, choose your classes with
your educational journey in mind, and let the social factors work themselves out.
Besides, schedules change for all sorts of reasons, and your agreement with friends in
February does mean they will still be in that class when school starts in August.
Do not feel pressure to take advanced classes in subjects that do not interest you. Many
students feel great pressure to take every possible course AP class in order to impress
prospective colleges. However, admissions offices do not need to see that an applicant
has worn herself out taking every single AP class. Challenge yourself, and demonstrate
to colleges that you are not afraid of rigor and intellectual pursuit, but also allow yourself
space to be well-rounded and turn down certain opportunities.
Feel free to specialize, but save some space for exploration. Many students feel very
sure that they want to go into engineering, or the fine arts, or some other field early on in
their high-school career, and they tailor their class selections to begin specializing in that
direction. This has value, but so does saving some space for exploring classes outside of
your chosen career path. A future engineer with a passion for, and expertise in, literature
is a wonderful thing, as is a budding musician who makes time to explore his or her
interest in biology.
Finally, appreciate the value of your required, core classes as the cornerstone of your
strategy for achieving mature literacy. Our website proudly declares that “As a classicalliberal academic institution, Liberty Common High School endeavors to cultivate the
minds of its scholars in preparation for authentic liberty...the full and responsible exercise
of our fundamental individual rights is a direct function of a well-prepared mind and
internalized virtue.” When you leave, you will have the foundation to participate
articulately in the great debates confronting our society, and to succeed in the major of
your choice at college. These core classes can be the foundation of your future
success.
So, as you select courses, take a moment to consider the big picture, and take the next
step in your lifelong journey toward knowledge and wisdom.

Alumni Update from Donovan Jones, now
attending the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis,
Maryland

Liberty’s homework load is awesome, sort of. Navy Midshipman Donovan Jones
attributes his early academic success at the U.S. Naval Academy, in part, to his alma
mater’s homework strategies.
“Having constant homework made it so I could improve in class. It really helped,” the
2019 LCHS alumnus said. “When you get to college, there is only so much you can do in
a class, but the homework training (from Liberty) teaches you how to get the quality out
of your courses. Liberty really helped me be able to do about 95% of what I’m expected
to do.”
Lots of smart plebes didn’t receive the solid study-skill training Liberty students
do. “Some kids came in thinking they knew what they were doing,” Jones
explained. “They say, ‘Oh yeah, I had to do an essay every couple of weeks,’ but, I had
to do substantially more than they did; and it turns out, I was prepared for the Academy’s
expectations, while they’re still acclimating to this pace for the first time.”
The academic fortitude demanded at LCHS is paying off in college, Jones said. “Being
forced to have your classwork done, not next week, but tomorrow, was the perfect
preparation for where I’m at now.”
Still, Jones says he faced down some high academic hurdles, and he’s glad his first
semester is behind him. “No more Chem 1,” he said with glee. “That’s wonderful! It was
brutal. I knew a good deal from physics (at LCHS), and that was a big help.”
In sum, the first semester was, “actually easier than I expected,” said Jones. “They
always tell us it’s the most rigorous academic program there is. I actually didn’t struggle
as hard as I thought I was going to.”
On the non-academic side of things, “It is not entirely what I expected,” Jones said, “but
I’m glad I’m there. It’s strict, and there are lots of rules, but they do a really good job of
humanizing the military.”
Training up for the Profession of Arms is definitely not for everyone. On Jones’ first day
at the Academy, three plebes disappeared. “They just left,” he said. “They couldn’t deal
with the idea their detailers who yell at you are just a few years older than you.” Basic
training was pretty grueling.
“I was prepared, but not as much physically as I thought I was going to be,” Jones
admitted. “The whole point is to push everybody to their limits. There were times when
my body was so stressed, it was just shaking the whole time.” Some didn’t make it. Out of

the whole regiment, “we lost about 100 plebes,” he said. “That’s about 1% of those of us
who went in.”
Jones’ definitely squared up to some painful physical tests. On the first day of his
boxing/wrestling class, “I got punched hard in the face,” he said with a laugh. “That put
me into ‘full-rage’ mode, and I had to run five miles before I regained my composure. It
took that long to run the anger out.” All plebes are required to take boxing, wrestling, and
swimming.
Asked whether, after just a few months on base, he feels he made the right college
decision, Jones answered directly: “One hundred percent. No doubt.” His goal is to
become a Naval Flight Officer, or possibly pursue Marine Air.
“It’s an honor just to be one of the few chosen to go (to the Naval Academy),” he
said. “I’ve met some good friends. I absolutely love the people in my Company (14th,
Cobras). At this point, they’re more than friends, they’re family. We do everything
together – eat, sleep, go to class, drill – literally everything.”
As Liberty students head into the second semester, Jones shared some advice: “The
second semester goes really fast, but it’s also the most important semester. It’s the time
when you actually make the biggest impact on your grades.”
He recommends students push themselves. “You set your own standard, and if you don’t
set your standard high now, then that will define what you’re going to do when you leave
high school,” he said. “In high school, you can set a high standard at the beginning of
every semester. But, if you were a slacker in high school – if you smelt the barn and just
dealt with it – then you’re never going to achieve anything.”
The former Liberty Class Rep., and House Captain urges students to get involved in the
school’s leadership system. “Being a House Captain, and Class Rep was super, super
helpful to me. I know how to process, and analyze information, but being forced to know
how to talk to people, learn some persuasion skills – this gave me some of the missing
pieces in my leadership style, and taught me how I want to lead. There’s no such thing as
leading just one way.”
For LCHS students interested in getting into a service academy, Jones said it’s important
to learn how to work out, and maintain physical fitness. Being involved in sports is not
enough.
“You need to decide early that you want to go to an academy,” he said. “Deciding
freshman year is best. You need to know ‘I want to serve. Period.’ All academies want the
same thing, and even if you enlist, you have to be mentally, morally, and physically
ready. It’s what the military is based off of.”
Reality checks are important, too, Jones advised. “Ask around what other people think of
you. If someone thinks you’re a complete jerk, you might have something you need to
change morally about yourself. If you’re looking at your grades, and you have a lot of Cs,
you need to do something about that. If you’re having a hard time with like pushups, do
some more pushups. Try and make yourself as well-rounded as possible.”
Prudence, temperance, justice, and fortitude count. “There’s no way to succeed in the
military if you don’t have every aspect of yourself under control, as much as you can,”
Jones said. “If you have any imperfections, the military will expose them, and develop you
by forcing you to turn your weaknesses into strengths.”
Anchors Aweigh! Go Goats!

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th Girl's Basketball
Wed, 1/22, 4PM; 5PM, Home, vs University.
8th Girl's Basketball
Wed, 1/22, 4PM; 5PM, Away, at University.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach M atthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach M atthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact TBD (Boys); TBD (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); TBD (7th).
HS M en's Basketball
Tue, 1/21, 4PM;5:30PM;7PM, Away, at Ft. Lupton.
Thu, 1/23, 5:30PM;7PM, Home, vs Estes Park (JV, Varsity).
Sat, 1/25, 11:30AM, Home, vs Vail Christian.
HS Women's Basketball
Thu, 1/23, 6PM, Away, at Estes Park (Varsity Only).
Sat, 1/25, 1PM;2:30PM, Home, vs Vail Christian.
HS Women's Swimming
Thu, 1/23, 4PM, Away, at Estes Park Aquatic Center.
Athletic Fee: You can now go to your PowerSchool account and pay your athletic fee
online.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach M ayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Every Family A Donor
Save the Date for the
Sunset Soirée. Our spring
fundraising event will be a
wonderful opportunity to
socialize with parents,
teachers, and friends of
Liberty Common School.
Please mark your calendars
for Friday, March 27 at 7:00

p.m. We will be gathering at
the lovely Windsong Estate
Event Center for terrific music,
food, and fun. Tickets will be
offered for sale soon, so stay
tuned for more details.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
M anners" used in "Household Science"
class of that day: “Rule No. 94. Gloves.
Gloves are worn with all street costumes. They
should be put on in the house, not as you walk
along the street. Fashions in long gloves change
so much from year to year that it is impossible to
state a rule about their use. Young girls seldom
wear long gloves, even when older women do. If
gloves are worn, remove them before
refreshments. Do not just remove the hand and
roll it back, but take off the entire glove."

What Every Parent Needs To Know
An Apology for Latin and M ath - Cheryl Lowe
Many who are attracted to the idea of a classical education
don't know exactly why, nor do they understand the necessity
for Latin, or at least so much of it. A little bit of Latin is a good
thing, but...(CLICK HERE to continue reading).

News Worth Repeating
Unrestricted Technology Ruins Children. Find
out how, and why we’re losing a generation of children
to unbridled technology. The Liberty Parent Education
Committee urges all parents to attend this important
presentation of “Screenagers Next
Chapter: Uncovering Skills For Stress
Resilience.” Event date: Tuesday, February 11th,
2020 6:30PM at LCS (1725 Sharp Point Dr., Fort
Collins). Students will find the presentation compelling,
too. Please CLICK HERE for more information.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention all
Liberty Common dads, granddads, uncles,
etc: Please sign up with the Liberty
WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad M r. Wes Cardenas,
WatchD.O.G coordinator, urges all adult men in
the LCS family to spend some time in the school
during the school year assisting with the ebb
and flow of 612 students. It’s a great experience,
and makes a big positive difference in the life of
our excellent school. CLICK HERE to sign up
and get a date or two (or more) on the calendar,
and to let all LCS students know they can count on you this year to be a WatchD.O.G.

2019-2020 School Calendar
Jan. 20 | Martin Luther King Day.
Feb. 14 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb. 17 | Presidents Day.
M arch 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
M ay 22 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00.

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 303-435-3873
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- January 30 | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.

