Liberty Common Sense
“A weekly account of our revolutionary journey”

Volume 23, Issue 52 -January 10, 2020


PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
It is Helen Frankenthaler Week at Liberty Common
School
This week is Helen Frankenthaler week at
LCHS. Frekenthaler was a groundbreaking
abstract expressionist artist. In the 1950s, she
invented a new painting technique called soak
stain. Frankenthaler's avant-garde technique
pushed modernist painters to experiment with
more meditative themes in their work. Her
innovative methods eventually established a
bridge from abstract expressionism to

minimalism.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

When Smaller Is Larger
By: Bob Schaffer
When it comes to our school’s remaining bond debt, smaller is better – by far. And ours
is!
Big “thanks” go to the many Liberty parents, faculty, grandparents, and alumni who
generously responded to the solicitation letter mailed by the Liberty Board of Directors. If
you didn’t do it over the Christmas/New Year break, it’s never too late to pitch in and help
pay off bond debt – CLICK HERE.
Donations received through December made a big dent in the campaign goal, but we’ve
still got to raise more money. Through the compound-interest savings of smaller debt,
we’ll have a larger discretionary budget – for years to come – for classrooms.
Smaller debt is better for faculty compensation, classroom supplies and materials,
subsidies for children of low-income families attending our school, and more academic
opportunity.
Please look elsewhere in today’s Common Sense newsletter for details on how this
important fundraising campaign is benefitting our students in quite profound ways; or,
CLICK HERE.

All School - Newsworthy Notices
Public-Info Night. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty
(either campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please
urge them to attend our Public-Information Night on January 13 from 6:30-8:30PM in the
LCHS Great Hall or at the elementary gymnasium. This is an informative presentation for
all parents wanting to know more about why we teach what we teach, and why we do
what we do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any grades K - 11,
attending one of these presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of those waiting for
the next open-enrollment spot.

Unrestricted Technology Ruins Children. Find out how, and why we’re losing a
generation of children to unbridled technology. The Liberty Parent Education Committee
urges all parents to attend this important presentation of “Screenagers Next

Chapter: Uncovering Skills For Stress Resilience.” Event date: Tuesday, February 11th,
2020 6:30PM at LCS (1725 Sharp Point Dr., Fort Collins). Students will find the
presentation compelling, too. Please CLICK HERE for more information.

Invest in the Future Update. Our end-of-the year fundraising campaign was a
tremendous success. In one month, legions of generous donors responded and gave
$156,941. A hearty thank you goes out to those who participated. Your generosity will
make a difference for every student and teacher at Liberty Common School.
We are not yet finished. These donations helped us to pass the 50% mark of our overall
goal of $300,000. Impressive, to be sure, but there is much work left to be done to
accomplish our objective. There are several ways you can pitch in to help:
1. GIVE NOW. It’s not too late to donate. Any contribution, whether small or large, is
appreciated.
2. If your student is at the Elementary campus, you can participate in Teacher
Treasures. See below for more details.
3. Make plans now to attend the Sunset Soirée. See below for more details.
The Invest in the Future campaign will be a game-changer for our school. Thank you for
being a partner with Liberty Common School to provide the most robust, empowering,
and classical education possible for our young scholars. Now let’s press on towards the
goal!

Teacher Treasures. These are fantastically fun and unique experiences that students
enjoy with their favorite teachers and staff. Experiences range from hiking, museum
visits, baking gourmet cupcakes, movie nights, a trip to an escape room, and many more.
These experiences are not to be missed. Bidding will take place for 1 week and culminate
at the Winter Carnival on February 7. Watch here or keep your eye on your email for
more details.

Elementary School - Newsworthy Notices
2020
Spelling
Bee All The
Buzz. On
Tuesday,
January 7th,
Isabelle
Knowles
(Izzy) of M rs.
Allen's 6thgrade class,
won 1st Place in the 2019-2020 Liberty
Common Elementary School Spelling Bee.
Izzy correctly spelled the word gannet for
the win. She will now go on to compete in a
written test to see if she qualifies for
district competition. Good luck Izzy.
Congratulations to all classroom winners
who competed in the school-wide spelling
bee.
Lily Shea (Ms. Manthei's class)
Hailey Robinson (Mr. Ronen's class)
Pranav Sriram (Mr. Siener's class)
Cole Panella (Mrs. Cardenas' class)
M iriam Huffsmith (Mrs. Hersh's class)
M ax Kirby (Mrs. Hickman's class)
Izzy Knowles (Mrs. Allen's class)
Natalie Snodgrass (Mrs. Jurgen's class)

Storytelling, Prizes, New Book. Come
celebrate the magic of storytelling with
LCS parent and author Heidi Schrack
and her brand new book, Let's Make a
Cake! Join us for an afternoon of fun and
festivities at 3:30PM, Tuesday, January
28th in LCS’s Connie Behr Memorial
Library. Reading, prizes, balloons, and
more! You just might walk away with a new
favorite book.

Winter Carnival – 80s Throwback! The 80s are
coming back, yo – to LCS. Get psyched for the Liberty
Common Winter Carnival on Friday, February 7th 5:30
– 7:30PM at LCS. Free family fun including games,
bouncy house, obstacle course, DJ, costume contest,
photo booth, balloon twister; and, mosh with Mr. 80s
himself – M r. “Hello M cFly?” Churchill (see nearby
80s photo – Cowabunga!). Panino's pizza will be sold (2
killer slices and a drink for $4). A serving (per person)
of popcorn, and cotton candy are free – totally! More
rad volunteers are need for this tubular event – SIGN
UP HERE. Donations, supplies needed, too –

CLICK HERE.

Teacher Treasures Are Coming. Liberty’s “Teacher Treasures” are fantastically fun
and unique experiences students enjoy with their favorite teachers and staff. Examples
include hiking, target shooting, a kid-friendly dinner party, and so much more. These
one-on-one experiences have such positive impact on our students, and school. This fun
tradition is an elementary-school-only fundraiser that culminates at the Winter Carnival
on February 7. Watch your inbox for details in January and get ready to bid to win!

School Illnesses. There is a lot of illness passed around this time of year. When
considering whether to keep your child home from school, please refer to the policy our
school utilizes (found on the school website), based on the most recent
recommendations for schools from the CDPHE found here.

Front Office Staff Gives Thanks. M rs M iller, M rs. Ronen,
and M rs. Russell thank all the students and parents who
bestowed gifts upon them during the holiday season. They wish
you a great 2020 filled with many blessings.

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of The Week
Little Women by Louisa M ay Alcott
Sisters Inspire Generations. Settle in, and
open up this timeless classic—you won’t be
disappointed. Louisa M ay Alcott’s 19thCentury classic Little Women has been
inspiring readers and writers for generations.
You’ll be sure to identify with at least one—if
not all four—of the March sisters. Jo the
writer, Meg the romantic, Amy the painter,
and Beth the pianist are the players on
Alcott’s stage of sisterhood. From the
opening line of “Christmas won’t be
Christmas without any presents,” to the iconic “I want to do something
splendid...something heroic or wonderful that won't be forgotten after I'm dead,” Little
Women is the kind of story that transcends the gap between the 1860s and 2020.
Alcott’s characters are wonderfully relatable—everyone’s met a Jo or an Amy. Alcott has
created characters that are complex, capable of great love and great cruelty, as most
siblings are. While the March sisters can be desperately loving and loyal, there are times
they can be petty and ridiculous. That’s the beauty of Alcott’s storytelling—these

characters feel real because they were real. Alcott based Little Women on her own life!

Elementary School Calendar
January 13 | Public-Information Night, 6:30 PM.
January 14 | Geography Bee, after school in library.
January 20 | Martin Luther King Day, NO SCHOOL.
January 21 | PDS written spelling bee, 1:00 PM.
January 24 | Chessmates
January 27 | Public Information Night, 6:30 PM, LCS.
January 30 | BOD Mtg., 6:00 PM, LCHS Acropolis.
January 31 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
January 31 | Chessmates
February 3 | District Spelling Bee, 1:00 PM.
February 7 | Winter Carnival, 5:30 PM.
February 7 | Chessmates
February 10-13 | Volunteer Appreciation Week.
February 11 | Screenagers Next Chapter: Uncovering Skills for Stress
Resilience, 6:30 PM, LCS Gym.
February 14 | Professional Development, NO SCHOOL.
February 17 | President's Day, NO SCHOOL.
February 21 | Chessmates
February 24-28 | Penny Drive
February 27 | BOD Meeting, 6:00 PM.
February 27 | Liberty T-shirt Day
February 27 | Chessmates

From Mrs. Stoltzfus, LCS
Assistant Principal

Hitting the Ground Running.
Welcome Back! I hope your two-week break was full of rest and renewal.
In my many years in education, I have observed it is most often a child’s academic
behaviors (habits, routines and study skills) that most correlate with their academic
success (curriculum mastery). It is important to consider how a child’s moment-bymoment choices and habits are affecting their achievement.
“Work hard, play hard” is an excellent maxim for the yearly cycle of intellectual training in
which we engage at Liberty Common School. After completing a rigorous 80-day first
semester, our hard-working students should be fatigued and in need of quality rest and
recovery. Two weeks is enough time to let those mental muscles rest without atrophying.
As I conducted my daily walk throughs at the elementary school this week, it was
business as usual. Liberty Common students are in excellent academic shape at this
point in the school year and came back well prepared to hit the ground running. The
solid habits and routines established by thoughtful parents, exceptional teachers, and
responsible students make the third quarter of the school year the prime time to see

significant academic growth. Students, armed with superb academic skills and
background knowledge, begin making connections, having those ah-ha moments, and
truly hitting their stride.
As second semester begins, it will serve us all to reflect back on the first semester,
revisiting our habits and routines, and considering which ones served us in reaching our
goals and which ones hindered our success. Report cards will be out soon, giving
students and parents important information about students’ first-semester academic
progress. It is important to take the time to celebrate those areas in which students
successfully achieved mastery, while also considering areas that were challenging to the
student, subjects and/or skills the child did not master – at least “not yet."
A few years ago, our K-12 teachers read the book Mindset by Carol Dweck, leading to
many professional discussions on how we frame success. One of my favorite take-aways
from Dweck’s research and message is the idea of using the language of “not yet.”
When discussing areas of weakness or poor performance, it is appropriate and powerful
to provide honest and accurate feedback, while framing a child’s potential by using the
language of “not yet.” For example, “You earned a D on the fractions tests; you haven’t
mastered the material yet.” According to Dweck, adults with a growth mindset will tell
children the truth and help them discover the tools to use on the journey of learning.
Prudent parents and students will maintain a growth mindset, believing growth and
change are possible by making different choices and by learning new skills and
strategies. We all know a variation of this saying, “One cannot continue doing the same
thing over and over and expect to achieve different results.”
In the spirit of a growth mindset for parents, upcoming events such as Parenting with
Love and Logic classes, Screenagers, and Liberty Lectures (some of which are coming
up soon and promoted here in our Liberty Common Sense newsletter) are great
opportunities for parents to arm themselves with the knowledge and skills to support the
growth and development of their children. Due to low enrollment, we are unable to host a
Love and Logic class this year; however, there are many opportunities in Colorado for
parents to attend Love and Logic trainings and conferences. Click here for more
information and resources.
Let’s encourage our children to take responsibility for their choices, learn to do their very
best, and ask for help when they need it. They will learn this best when we as adults
model a willingness to embrace the “not yet” in our own lives. Let us persevere, together,
on this leg of the journey.

Alumni Update from Alumni Update from Olivia
Thero, LCHS ’19 now attending Colorado School
of Mines in Golden, CO.

She built her own dam, and gets to blow things up. College is exhilarating for Olivia
Thero LCHS ’19 who’s now igniting her second semester at Colorado School of
Mines. “I’m in love with Mines,” she declared.
The freshman civil-engineering major is also holding down a minor in explosives. “I like
hard science. I like labs,” she explained. “You get to blow stuff up – put the lab goggles
on and watch something blow up. It’s fun! It’s awesome!”
Eventually, Olivia wants to build bridges and tunnels. “I didn’t know what I wanted to do
when I was applying to college, but through that process, I figured it out,” she
said. Thanks to the help of LCHS College Counselor M rs. Diane Campbell, Olivia’s
proud to say she believes she’s on the right academic path.
“(Mrs. Campbell) totally helped me find the right college, and the right major,” Olivia said.
“I love it. I’m starting to really, really like what I’m doing. It’s just perfect.”
In her first semester on the Golden, Colorado campus, Olivia devoured courses in Earth
& Environmental Sciences, Chemistry 1, calculus, and a design class where she got to
build her own dam. Starting this week, she’s launching into the next phase of physics,
Chemistry 2, Calculus 2, and engineering ethics.
She’s found the academic mother lode carrying a 3.8 GPA through first-year “washout”
classes typical of highly selective engineering schools. “You can tell there are waves of
students who are headed out just because they can’t keep up with the work,” she
said. “Either the school’s just not a good fit, and they realized too late; or, it’s just really
competitive.”
She’s humble, saying she’s grateful for some of the academic advantages acquired at
her high-school alma mater. “Liberty did a really good job of teaching me how to study,”
she explained. “I know how to keep my nose to the grindstone, go to the library, and just
learn how to do things. That was really good.”
Knowing to hang out with the right people is a crucial advantage, too. “I’ve made really
great friends (at Mines). Having support from the people I’ve met there helps,” she said.
“My sorority has test banks, study resources, and tutors.”
It helps that the campus culture at Mines is invigorating. “There’s an atmosphere – it’s a
community where we all realize we’re in this together,” she said. The new setting has a
familiar feel.
“Ninth hour (at LCHS) really taught me how to go to teachers and ask them for help, how
to be persistent. I think it’s just like college office hours. You learn how to go to teachers,
how to talk to them, how to present yourself in a way that’s valuable. You become friends
with them. It really helps you through the process of learning. You make friendships with
faculty, and they’re really willing to help you. If you make relationships with them,” Olivia
remarked, “you have the best support.”
Perhaps the most important thing learned at Liberty, she said, is “The grit – just learning
to dig down deep and just…doing it; realizing you have deadlines coming up, and
learning how to manage them.” So, what inspired such determination?
“I love Lovely,” Olivia said of LCHS principal and pre-calculus instructor M r. Torgun
Lovely. “I miss him. He taught me to love math.” Thinking back on her days in Lovely’s
classroom, she reflected, “He loves math, and he exudes this positive energy. I
remember just sitting in class and thinking ‘I should be like that.’ He’s a big part of why I
chose what I want to do. He’s a great teacher.”
Olivia also misses LCHS Spanish instructor M rs. Paulina Deitrick. “I love her; and I love
Mrs. Campbell, too. I Snapchat with her all the time about how things are going in
college.”
Hindsight supplies clarity, and Olivia wants current Liberty students to know what she
now knows about both the value of our charter school, and the payoff of

perseverance. She promises, the strenuous journey through high school is a liberating
key to college success.
“I feel like I have a lot more free time in college. You do really have to put your nose to
the grindstone,” Olivia advised. “I’ve seen some people who don’t show up for class, and
you just need to show the persistence to go for your main thing. You have to show
up. You get to figure out exactly what you want to do, and you meet some people who
are doing the things you really love right along with you.”
For Olivia, fortitude is turning out to be a powerful virtue. “I look back and think fondly on
my education at Liberty. It’s hard, but you come out stronger because of it. I feel really
capable at Mines – capable of doing anything because I know that I know how to get
through this.”
When it comes to all Liberty students, Olivia explodes with similar confidence: “You can
do it!”
Go Orediggers!

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th Girl's Basketball
Wed, 1/15, 4PM, Home, vs Estes Park (A-team only).
Thu, 1/16, 4PM; 5PM,Home vs Milliken.
8th Girl's Basketball
Wed, 1/15, 4PM; 5PM, Home, vs Estes Park.
Thu, 1/16, 4PM; 5PM, Away, at M illiken.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach M atthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach M atthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact TBD (Boys); TBD (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); TBD (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports:
HS M en's Basketball
Sat, 1/11, 8AM- 4PM, Home, C-Team round-robin (elementary school).
Tue, 1/14, 4PM; 5:30PM; 7PM, Home vs Strasburg.
Thu, 1/16, 4PM; 5:30PM; 7PM, Away, at Frontier Academy.
HS Women's Basketball
Mon, 1/13, 5PM, Away, at Flatirons Academy
Tue, 1/14, 4PM; 5:30PM; 7PM, Away, at Strasburg.
Thu, 1/16, 4PM; 5:30PM; 7PM, Home, vs Frontier.
HS Women's Swimming
Sat, 1/11, 8AM, Away, Mustang Invitational, VM AC - Thorton.
Tue, 1/14, 5PM, Away, Valley High School.
Thu, 1/16, 4PM, Away, Loveland High School.
Athletic Fee: You can now go to your PowerSchool account and pay your athletic fee

online.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach M ayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
M anners" used in "Household Science" class
of that day: “Rule No. 93. Hat. A hat is worn at
luncheons, teas, at church and on the street. At a
bridge luncheon, go prepare to wear your hat
throughout the party. In some localities, and at
some parties, the local custom may be to take off
the hat; then, do not be conspicuous by holding to
the formal rule. When in doubt, wear your hat at allday functions, at hotel luncheons and dinners, and
with all costumes except the dinner gown."

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Connections: The Liberty Common School
Reading Lists
By: Cherie Pedersen
“But there’s so much to learn,” he said, with a thoughtful
frown.
“Yes, that’s true,” admitted Rhyme; “but it’s not just learning
things that’s important. It’s learning what to do with what you
learn and learning why you learn things at all that matters.”
“That’s just what I mean,” explained Milo as Tock and the exhausted bug drifted quietly
off to sleep. “Many of the things I’m supposed to know seem so useless that I can’t see
the purpose in learning them at all.”
“You may not see it now,” said the Princess of Pure Reason, looking knowingly at Milo’s
puzzled face, “but whatever we learn has a purpose and whatever we do affects
everything and everyone else, if even in the tiniest way.”

The Phantom Tollbooth
When I first started teaching, we were told that we needed to provide (CLICK HERE to
continue reading).

News Worth Repeating
Check out Liberty sportswear. CLICK
HERE to choose your favorite Liberty
swag. Orders are delivered to the school,
and can be picked up by parents.

Volunteering at LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience
for the entire school community; staff, faculty, parents and students. If you are interested
in volunteering at LCS and have not previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK
HERE to register.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention all
Liberty Common dads, granddads, uncles,
etc: Please sign up with the Liberty
WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad M r. Wes Cardenas,
WatchD.O.G coordinator, urges all adult men in
the LCS family to spend some time in the school
during the school year assisting with the ebb
and flow of 612 students. It’s a great experience,
and makes a big positive difference in the life of
our excellent school. CLICK HERE to sign up
and get a date or two (or more) on the calendar,
and to let all LCS students know they can count on you this year to be a WatchD.O.G.

2019-2020 School Calendar
Jan. 20 | Martin Luther King Day.
Feb. 14 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb. 17 | Presidents Day.
M arch 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
M ay 22 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00.

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 303-435-3873
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- January 30 | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.

