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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
It is Ronald Reagan Week at Liberty Common School
This week is Ronald Reagan Week at LCS. Ronald
Reagan (2011 – 2004), originally an American actor
and politician, became the 40th President of the United
States serving from 1981 to 1989. His term saw a
restoration of prosperity at home and the end of the
Cold War, with the goal of achieving "peace through
strength" abroad. Next Thursday, February 6th
is Reagan’s birthday. CLICK HERE for a biographical
summary.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Yesterday’s High-Profile Visit
By: Bob Schaffer
Well that was something. U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos’ tour, yesterday, of
our excellent school seemed as energizing for her as it was for us. Receiving such a visit
is an extraordinarily rare thing.
The Secretary said she loved learning more
about our top-performing school. She found
inspiration in how our school’s Academic
Support Team closes learning gaps. She
showed interest in how we elevate
graduation standards through our partnership
with parents, our reliance upon true
professional instructors, and administrative
flexibility afforded through Colorado’s Charter
Schools Act.
 hat really came through was the power of
W
the Core Knowledge Sequence scaled up from kindergarten, and finished with our
classically oriented high-school approach. From her interaction with upperclassmen, the
Secretary could really see the foundational impact of our professional K-8 instructors.
We’ve enjoyed several high-profile visits recently, and even more are on our calendar. For
example, the Poudre School District’s Board President will be touring the elementary
school next Friday.
Naturally, elected public servants, and many public-education leaders are curious about
the consistently high performance of Liberty Common students. Successive high-profile
visits confirm the transformational impact of our mighty school’s revolution in education.

All Liberty-Newsworthy Notices

Who’s the new student? It’s Mrs. Betsy
DeVos U.S. Secretary of Education taking

U.S. Education Secretary Visits. U.S.
Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos
visited Liberty Common School yesterday
to learn more about our school’s academic
program, philosophy, and strategies for
student success. CLICK HERE to see local
news coverage of the visit (complete with a
photo carousel). CLICK HERE to see
additional photos posted at the Liberty
Common High School Facebook
page. Secretary DeVos enjoyed a studentled tour of the school, she sat in on art,
engineering, and economics

in a 9th-grade economics class at LCHS
yesterday.

classrooms. She also visited junior-high
students during their lunch period. We’re
grateful for the visit.

U.S. Congressman Here,
Too. Normally a visit by a U.S.
Congressman is a big deal, unless
one shows up with a presidential
cabinet member. Representative
Ken Buck (R-CO-4) toured the
school yesterday with Education
Secretary Betsy DeVos; and while
she got most of the attention, we’re
thrilled to have had the Congressman
aboard too. He’s pictured nearby
speaking to students in Mr.
Skerjanec’s economics class – and
he turned out to be an awesome
instructor himself!

U.S. Congressman Ken Buck related
yesterday’s lesson on socialism vs
capitalism to pro-choice education
legislation he’s cosponsoring in the
U.S. House of Representatives.

PSD Superintendent Visited Liberty. Yesterday’s visit by the
U.S. Secretary of Education included PSD Superintendent Dr.
Sandra Smyser. She helped welcome the Secretary to Fort
Collins, and to Liberty Common High School where a pack of
top education leaders looked in on classrooms, and chatted
with students about their school. We’re grateful for Dr.
Smyser’s participation in the national-scale visit, and for
showing our students that top leaders care about equity in
public education.

Splendiferous Spellers: Congratulations to Izzy Knowles (6th grade) and Cooper Beck
(8th grade) who won their respective campus spelling bees and then qualified via written
test for the Poudre School District Bee on February 3rd. Best of luck to these two as they
represent Liberty! L-I-B-E-R-T-Y...Liberty.

Young Marine Promoted. Liberty junior, Gabriel
Hoyer, was recently named the 1st Sergeant of the
Colorado Regiment of the Young Marines. This
honor was awarded after a competitive application
process which included oral boards in front of a
number of Young Marines adult staff. His home unit
is Rocky Mountain, which meets at LCS every other
Saturday for drill. As Regimental First Sergeant,
Hoyer will assist the Regimental Young Marine of
the Year in planning training and social events for
the seven unit Regiment in 2020. Hoyer has been a
Young Marine for almost eight years.
Rocky Mountain Young Marines was also honored
as the Battalion Young Marine Unit of the Year for
2019. The Rocky Mountain Young Marines will have
its next Recruit Class beginning on February 29th. It
is open to all youth ages 8-18. For more information,
email adj@rockymountainyoungmarines.org or
visit the Rocky Mountain Young Marines Facebook
page.

Just A Few More Volunteers Needed To Host Robotics Tournament. This evening,
we will be setting up the gym at Liberty Elementary School in preparation for tomorrow's
big robotics tournament. Tomorrow, Saturday, February 1st, Liberty Common is hosting
Northern Colorado’s FIRST Tech Robotics Qualifier Tournament. This is a multi-state
competition, and a great way to demonstrate what a great school we have; and we just
need a few more volunteers to pull this off in splendid Liberty fashion. Please help as
much or as little as you can. Our two high-school robotics teams will be competing so you
can see what amazing work they've been doing, including running the Liberty FLL Jr.
Robotics program for two months as well. If you are able to help, come to the elementary
school. Any walk-in support would be very appreciated. Join us tonight at 6PM to help set
up or anytime tomorrow from 7 AM until 7 PM including clean-up. We need some help
covering the snack bar throughout the day as well so that the parents can watch their kids
compete. If you have any questions, don't hesitate to email the Volunteer Coordinator
Lisa Fraser, or call her at 720-775-5359.

Parents: Date Night Tonight. Tonight, January 31, 2020, the LCHS Ambassador’s Club
and Key Club will be hosting Parlor Night. This captivating event full of amazing
performances will be held from 7:00 to 9:00PM in the Liberty Common High School Great
Hall. Along with short music-appreciation commentaries from Maestro Dave Lunn,
complimentary desserts and beverages will be served. Free childcare will also be provided
so the adults can enjoy a relaxing night out. Donations/tips are suggested but not required.
For questions see Ethan McLaughlin or Micah Sanfilippo.

Excessive Technology Is Hazardous. Find out how, and why we’re losing a generation
of children to unbridled technology, and why temperance is in order for every
household. The Liberty Parent Education Committee urges all parents to attend this
important presentation of “Screenagers Next Chapter: Uncovering Skills For Stress
Resilience.” Event date: Tuesday, February 11th, 2020 6:30PM at LCS (1725 Sharp Point
Dr., Fort Collins). Students will find the presentation compelling, too. Concessions will be
sold by the LCS Student Council, so it’s okay to come hungry. Please CLICK HERE for
more information.

Sunset Soirée tickets are on sale now . Our spring fundraising event will be a wonderful
opportunity to socialize with parents, teachers, and friends of Liberty Common School.
Please mark your calendars for Friday, March 27 at 7:00 p.m. We will be gathering at the
lovely Windsong Estate Event Center for terrific music, food, and fun. Tickets
available HERE.

Elementary School - Newsworthy Notices
Winter Carnival Seeking Gnarly Volunteers. Yo-Liberty Common supporters, we
need volunteers for next Friday's Winter Carnival. Be part of this 80's themed tubular event

and SIGN UP HERE .

Teacher Treasures. These are
fantastically fun and unique
experiences that students enjoy
with their favorite teachers and
staff. Experiences range from
hiking, museum visits, a trip to
TopGolf, movie nights, a trip to an
escape room, and many more.
These experiences are not to be
missed. Bidding will begin on
February 3 and culminate at the
Winter Carnival on February 7.

Watch here or keep your eye on
your email for more details.

Roadwork Begins Soon. Road work along Sharp Point Dr.
begins within the next few days. Work will be conducted
between 7:00 AM and 6:00 PM and may cause slight
delays. Please plan accordingly. Thank you.

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of the Week
The Animal-Lover’s Next Favorite. Do you like
magical, time-traveling felines? If your answer is yes,
this book is for you! Gareth, an enchanted cat,
travels to the past with his human friend Jason. First
published in 1963, Time Cat was Lloyd Alexander’s
first children’s novel. With his nine lives, Gareth timehops all over the place from Japan to Ireland and
every place between. The novel sees our feisty feline
and his human sidekick visit ancient Egypt, march
with Caesar’s legion to Britain, hobnob with a young
St. Patrick, and meet several heroes of the
American Revolution. Both adventurous and humorous, Time Cat is sure to become the
animal-lover’s next favorite. A cat person himself, Alexander’s novel is an excellent foray
into history while also delving into the psyche of the everyday housecat, an animal both
aloof and affectionate, usually depending on the time of day. So, the next time you’re
cuddling with your favorite kitty, read Time Cat aloud. Watch for that knowing yet bored
look of smug superiority and know he/she approves of their literary counterpart.

Elementary School Calendar
January 31 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
January 31 | Chessmates
February 3 | District Spelling Bee, 1:00 PM
February 4 | 1st-Grade Concert, 5:30 PM, 2nd-Grade Concert, 6:30 PM.
February 7 | Winter Carnival, 5:30 PM.
February 7 | Chessmates
February 10-13 | Volunteer-Appreciation Week.
February 11 | Screenagers Next Chapter: Uncovering Skills for Stress
Resilience, 6:30 PM, LCS Gym.
February 14 | Professional Development, NO SCHOOL.
February 17 | President's Day, NO SCHOOL.

February 21 | Chessmates
February 24-28 | Penny Drive
February 27 | BOD Meeting, 6:00 PM.
February 27 | Liberty T-shirt Day
February 27 | Chessmates
February 29 | Festival of Ideas, 9 AM- 12 PM, Liberty Common High School.
March 2-March 6 | Book Fair, LCS.
March 6 | Classroom Group Pictures.
March 13 | 3rd Quarter Ends.
March 13 | 6th-Graders to LCHS (All Day).
March 16-20 | Spring Break, NO SCHOOL.
March 26 | BOD Mtg., 6:00PM, LCHS Acropolis.

2019-2020 School Holidays and Intermissions
Feb. 14 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb. 17 | Presidents Day.
March 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
May 22 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00.

Approved 2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Aug. 24 | Classes Begin
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS & INTERMISSIONS
Sept. 7 | Labor Day
Oct. 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 25-27 | Thanksgiving
Dec. 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan. 18 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 12 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 15 | President's Day
March 15-19 | Spring Break
April 2 | Good Friday

From Mr. Brett Harkey, Director of
Fundraising and Community
Relations.

Larger Plans, Larger Dreams
By: Brett Harkey
On occasion, someone will ask some version of this question: “Why does Liberty Common

School do fundraising?” Good question.
First, we believe in the power of philanthropy. When we join together with others to
willingly share of our resources, we accomplish greater things. This is one way we can
practice cooperation, one of our elementary-school Foundation Stones. Together, we can
achieve more than we can alone.
Second, we believe in the value of philanthropy. Philanthropy is a critical part of any
democratic society. Through giving, we learn self-sacrifice. Through giving, we place
others’ needs and interests above our own. Through giving, persistent and important
problems are solved.
But does Liberty Common School really need more money? Yes, we do.
As an authorized charter school in Poudre School District, we receive fewer dollars per
pupil than a neighborhood school. So from square one, we are working to provide the best
quality of education with less.
Ultimately, we have even larger plans and larger dreams for our school. Liberty Common
School was founded over two decades ago with an aspiration to provide our children with
the highest quality of education possible. That aspiration carries through to today as we
seek to teach the most robust, classical liberal-arts curriculum possible – a curriculum
deeply rooted in goodness, truth, beauty, and perfection.
We are not satisfied with “good enough.” Instead we always seek to perfect our methods,
and our message. We want to become an industry leader in faculty compensation. We
want to provide the very best tools available in our classrooms. We want to improve our
facilities in an effort to provide the very best vessel to enable the very best educational
experience possible.
Providing this level of excellent education costs money. Therefore, we fundraise.
Indeed, much of the historical success of Liberty Common School has been enabled by
the hundreds of parents, grandparents, friends, alumni, businesses, and staff who have
given of their resources and time over past years. More recently, many generous donors
have contributed towards our Invest in the Future effort. In fact, our year-end fundraising
campaign was the most successful in the history of the school with gifts exceeding
$184,000. And the total donations given this year that will contribute towards our goal of
paying off debt is currently $216,000.
But as you know, our minimum goal is $300,000. So, there are a variety of giving
opportunities in which you can participate over the coming months that will continue to add
to the funds already raised. You can participate in the Teacher-Treasures auction at the
elementary school, or attend the Sunset Soirée and donate generously there. Please see
details about these elsewhere in today’s Common Sense newsletter.
Additionally, some of our plans and dreams present opportunities to give to unique and
specific programming in our school. Some current examples include Festival of Ideas,
and various athletic teams’ fundraising campaigns. You can always participate in any of
these fundraising efforts at our “Giving” landing page at http://giving.libertycommon.org.

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:

7th Girl's Basketball
Mon, 2/3, 4PM;5PM, Away, at Frontier.
8th Girl's Basketball
Mon, 2/3, 4PM;5PM, Home, vs Frontier.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact TBD (Boys); TBD (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); TBD (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports:
HS Men's Basketball
Fri, 1/31, 4PM;5:30PM;7PM, Home, vs University.
Sat, 2/1, 3PM;5:30PM, Home, vs Akron (JV & Varsity only).
Tue,2/4, 4PM;5:30PM;7PM, Away, at Sterling.
Thu, 2/6, 4PM;5:30PM;7PM, Home, vs Valley.
HS Women's Basketball
Fri, 1/31, 4PM;5:30PM;7PM, Away, at University.
Sat, 2/1, 2PM;4PM, Home, vs Akron (JV & Varsity only).
Tue, 2/4, 4PM;5:30PM;7PM, Home, vs Sterling.
Thu, 2/6, 4PM;5:30PM;7PM, Away, at Valley.
Sat, 2/8, 8AM-4PM, Home, Patriot League Round-Robin (Elementary Gym).
HS Women's Swimming
Fri, 2/7, 3PM, Tri-Valley Conference Prelims, at Thompson Valley.
Sat, 2/8, 1PM, Tri-Valley Conference Prelims, at Thompson Valley.
Athletic Fee: You can now go to your PowerSchool account and pay your athletic fee
online.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Every Family A Donor
Giving Landing Page. We are deeply grateful for your financial support of Liberty
Common School. To see all of the current fundraising campaigns at Liberty,
visit giving.libertycommon.org. Current campaigns include Festival of Ideas, High
School Baseball and Women’s Soccer, as well as our Invest in the Future campaign. Take
a look and support Liberty today.

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Why Does Liberty Require Latin?
By: Patrick Albright, former Member of the Board, February
2016
My initial reaction when I heard about making 8 th Grade Latin
a requirement was one of skepticism. Why is this necessary? I

pondered the question within the context of the discussion I
had already heard, and wasn’t... (CLICK HERE to continue
reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class
of that day:
“Rule No. 96. Jewelry. Jewelry should be chosen
to suit the costume. A school dress does not call
for showy jewelry. Earrings are worn only by older
girls. A young girl full of radiant youth does not
need jewelry to give her sparkle."

Alumni Update From

LCHS alumna Indrani Ray (' 16) and Mr.
Schaffer - she graduated from college three
semesters early!
Only 2 1/2 years after graduating from LCHS, Indrani Ray has earned a four-year degree
in math from the University of California at Berkeley. How’d she do it? She carried forward
college credits earned while attending LCHS, plus tested out of some of UC-Berkeley’s
core-class requirements, then took on an ambitious course load. “I saved a lot of money,”
she said. “Liberty prepares you well by developing habits you’ll need in college. So many
other students I met just didn’t get those skills at their regular public high schools.”
Indrani’s favorite college class was a math course called “Incompleteness & Undecidability” which explores theories about what can be completed, and what kinds of
problems computers ought to one day be able to calculate. Her favorite non-math course
involved learning to read and write Bengali. “It’s a language built from Sanskrit, Farcie,
and some other ancient languages,” Indrani said. She could previously speak the
language which her family uses at home, “but now, I can read newspapers, books, and all
the signs in India” where she is right now visiting family, and surprising them with news
that she has already graduated from college.

Indrani has advice for current Liberty Common students: “Don’t discount any field of
academic study,” she said. “You have the background from Liberty that you need to
succeed at just about anything.” “Even if you’re not a great student at LCHS, you’ll know
what habits you need to develop more when college gets tougher.” Finally, Indrani
advises, “It’s good to know that nothing is set in stone. Things change in college. You’ll
discover things you’re interested in that you never would have predicted.” As an example,
Indrani said, “As a 10th grader at Liberty, I would have never guessed I would eventually
become so enthusiastic about computer science.”
In her case, Indrani said that while she enjoyed lots of her high-school coursework at
Liberty, there was no particular class that stands out for her. “It was the whole experience
at Liberty that made the difference. The work ethic I have from Liberty was the main
thing. I found I had more of an appreciation for education after being a Liberty student –
far more than most students I met at college. The school really helped me grow as a
person. I like to engage with others in intellectual discussions, current events, and social
issues. I didn’t know it until I got to college, but I found that I really had more background
knowledge, and thinking skills than others have just coming out of high school.”
So what’s next for Indrani? She’s giving some thought to graduate school, maybe diving
deeper into computer science; but she’s open to whatever opportunities might fall her
way. “You can really do a lot with math,” she said.

News Worth Repeating
Junto Book Discussion I For Parents, Grandparents, Faculty. Please consider joining
members of the Parent Education Committee for discussions of the book Why Johnny
Can't Tell Right From Wrong. Wednesday, February 19, and Thursday, February 27,
6:30pm in the high-school’s Minerva Reading Room. More than any other, this book
inspired school founders to establish our character-education program. Mark your
calendars for one or both discussions. Please come prepared with a few points you would
like the group to discuss. We envision a general discussion of the content with an
emphasis on what parents can do to support character development in our school, and in
our children. Feel free to encourage others to read the book and join us as well. All are
welcome.Contact Paulette Hansen with questions.
Junto Book Discussion II For Parents, Grandparents, Faculty. Join Liberty instructors
Steve Ronen and Jeff Siener as they discuss the book Assassination Generation: Video
Games, Aggression, and the Psychology of Killing. All are welcome to attend the second
book discussion February 25 at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ronen. Contact Mr. Ronen or
Mr. Siener with questions.

Festival Of Ideas. On Saturday, February 29th, we are
hosting our fourth-annual Festival of Ideas from 9:00AM2:00PM. The Festival of Ideas is a colloquium where
content experts and students come together to contribute
to a diverse and vibrant conversation of intellectual
curiosity and expertise. Speakers will be presenting on a
broad array of topics from the fields of archaeology,
philosophy, astrophysics, art history, and more. Come join
us for a day of exploration and discovery.
CLICK HERE to register for the event.

Fundraiser for Festival of Ideas Needs
Your Help. This year for Festival of Ideas,

we would like to fly in worldrenowned keynote speaker, Dr. Brian A.
Williams. We would also like to provide a
complimentary breakfast and lunch to our
guests. The drawback is that we need the
funds to be able to provide these perks.
Please help make Festival of Ideas the best
it can be.
Click here to donate now.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention all
Liberty Common dads, granddads, uncles,
etc: Please sign up with the Liberty
WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad Mr. Wes Cardenas,
WatchD.O.G coordinator, urges all adult men in
the LCS family to spend some time in the school
during the school year assisting with the ebb and
flow of 612 students. It’s a great experience, and
makes a big positive difference in the life of our
excellent school. CLICK HERE to sign up and
get a date or two (or more) on the calendar, and
to let all LCS students know they can count on you this year to be a WatchD.O.G.

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 303-435-3873
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- March 26 | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.

STAY CONNECTED






Visit our website

Join our Mailing List

Giving to Liberty



