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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
This Week is Flannery O'Connor Week at LCS
Flannery O’Connor once said in her typically humorous, yet
bluntly truthful style: “I don't deserve any credit for turning the
other cheek as my tongue is always in it.” O’Connor was an
American novelist and short-story writer, whose stories are
strange and full of grotesque oddballs, mean-spirited
scoffers, and truth. Best known for her story “A Good Man is
Hard to Find," O’Connor’s stories staggered America, and
we’re still reeling from them. Readers of O’Connor are either
troubled or delighted, but all are changed.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Empowered, and In Power
Liberty Common School’s Back-to-School Nights were thoroughly energizing for our
faculty, staff, and administrators. Tight partnerships between parents and teachers
enhance the likelihood children will grow to be free.
Thank you to all parents who attended Back-to-School Night at the elementary school
(last week), or at the high school (last night), or both. In Liberty’s view, it is the right and
responsibility of parents to direct the education and upbringing of their children.
The vast majority of American parents employ schools to assist them in the education of
their children; and we’re grateful for the confidence parents have place in Liberty
Common’s superb team of professional educators. In our partnership, parents are not
merely “empowered,” they are actually “in power.”
This is an important distinction emphasized beautifully, this week, by a member of the
Minneapolis Public Schools Board of Education whose essays frequently find their way to
my inbox. Inspired by his latest, I commend to all Liberty Common School parents M r.
Chris Stewart’s quite excellent column “The Three R’s of Parents Who Want to Raise
Free Children.”

All School News
Remembering September 11th. Next Wednesday
marks the the 18th anniversary of four coordinated
terrorist attacks that ended the lives of 2,996 people and
set America on a course of warfare that continues
today. LCHS will mark the day with solemn remembrance
of the victims and historic appreciation for the global
significance of this tragic event. LCS Headmaster Bob
Schaffer was a Member of the U.S. Congress at the time
of the attack and chronicled his experiences including his visit to "Ground Zero" one
month after the attack. Schaffer's memoir has been used in Liberty classrooms in past
years drawing the lessons of 9/11 close to home. CLICK HERE to read the article.
Please CLICK HERE to read a column about 9/11 that Mr. Schaffer wrote for the
Coloradoan.

WWII German Soldier Speaks. Don’t miss
the first Liberty Lecture of the year –
Thursday, September 12th, 6:30 – 8:00PM in
the LCHS Great Hall. Students, you’ll likely be
the last of your generation to hear such an
historical account firsthand, directly from one
who was there. Keynote speaker M r. Win
Schendel was the age of a junior-high
student when forced to fight in Adolph
Hitler’s German army. After surviving the war,

he immigrated to the United States, settled in
Fort Collins, and loves telling young people
about the good and evil he’s seen over the
course of his extraordinary lifetime. CLICK
HERE to read more about Schendel, and
please plan to attend this special Liberty
Lecture which is open to all Liberty students,
parents, grandparents, and guests.
Mr. Win Schendel, WWII comb at veteran, will speak
at LCHS ab out b eing forced to fight in Hitler’s army at
the age of 13.

M rs. Nichols Goes National. Students at Woodbury
Elementary School in South Washington County, Minnesota
learn about world history with some visual assistance
furnished by Liberty Common School art instructor M rs.
Tracy Nichols. Last week, Liberty Common’s elementary
principal M r. Casey Churchill was in Minnesota training
Woodburry teachers on the Core Knowledge Sequence, and
he happened to notice on a classroom wall a World History
Timeline produced, published, and sold by Mrs. Nichols. He
snapped the photo, which is posted nearby.

Liberty-2-Liberty 5K. The Liberty-2-Liberty 5K is
coming up on Saturday, September 14th starting at
8:30AM. This is going to be the best 5K yet. We will
have Chick-fil-A, Bubbles, and a slip-n-slide at the
finish line.You will run through a wall of foam at the
finish line. You don’t want to miss it. All proceeds will
go to Trinity Scarpella (LCHS Class of 2019) in
honor of Tim Ricketts (Liberty's beloved late
Business Manager). We will also be revealing the
new deck. CLICK HERE to register.

Write Essay, Win Awards. The Cache la Poudre
Daughters of the American Revolution has invited Liberty
Common students in grades 5, 6, 7, and 8 to compete in

two essay contests the organization is conducting. One
essay is on Christopher Columbus, and the other
essay is on American history – the 400th anniversary of
the voyage of the Mayflower, and the founding of the
Plymouth Colony. CLICK HERE for the Columbus-essay
guidelines. CLICK HERE for the Mayflower-essay guidelines. The submission deadline is
December 10, 2019. The essay(s) can be mailed to: DAR Librarian, M s. Lynette Soles,
5714 Bitterbush Way, Loveland, CO 80537, or emailed to
rubeeslprs2@yahoo.com. Direct questions to Ms. Soles at these same contacts.

Liberty BOD Update
FBLA and Our Growing Opportunities for Leadership. Liberty consistently promotes
student leadership and independence. The recent success that LCHS sophomore
Amelia M acy experienced at the national Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA)
competitions is a wonderful example of developing leadership in our school. FBLA didn’t
even exist at Liberty a little over a year ago but through the vision of 2019 alumnus Cole
Goeltl and other driven Liberty students. Having a supportive environment that
encourages students to pursue their interests gives students the chance to start
something from scratch, develop a plan, work with others, ultimately finding satisfaction
through creating something and maybe even winning an award at the state or national
level. Liberty Common jr.-high and high school have numerous clubs and organizations
from chess, RC club, ukulele club, and so many others that have all developed through a
student-and-teacher partnership to enrich students’ experiences, foster leadership, and
connect with others.
School Security. School security has changed considerably in the last few years. The
discussion is different than it was when we were all growing up going to school. Our
students are far more aware of the need for protection than we ever would have wanted
them to be. While these conversations are difficult to have with our children in the
aftermath of nationwide school-safety incidents, they are extremely important. We feel
that it is the responsibility of all parents to talk to their kids about these events in a way
that is most appropriate for your family.
At Liberty we want to share with you that security and keeping our children safe is of
utmost importance. We are fortunate enough to have M r. Dan Knab as the head of our
security team which has members at both the high school and elementary schools. Mr.
Knab has a background in law enforcement and has used his knowledge to implement
multi-faceted plans, training, outside analysis and equipment all in effort to do everything
we can as a school to keep our children safe. Part of the school’s safety training is
coordinated through PSD, with additional training delivered by the Fort Collins Police
Department. Some specifics of these plans are sensitive in nature, and are updated
regularly by Mr. Knab and his team. The BOD takes safety seriously. It is a regular topic
at our meetings.
Our professional staff are dedicated not only to educating our children at the highest
level, they are committed to protecting our school and the valuable students and staff
inside.
Junto - Second Annual. Save the date, and don’t miss out on the second-annual
Junto to be held on November 18th, 2019 from 6:30pm to 8pm at the high school. At our
first event we answered the question, “What is a Junto?” Come and dive deeper into the
answer. What you will find during the evening is more clues to unlocking the mysteries of
our teenagers, great book reviews, socializing with parents and teachers, onsite child
care and dessert! More details will follow. Be part of an engaging evening of community
enlightenment, and discussion.

Elementary School News-Newsworthy Notices
Softer Landings. Big thanks to LCS superdad M r. Danny Barnhart who added a few
tons of pea-gravel to the playground on Wednesday. Replenishing the gravel helps keep

our playgrounds safe, and looking nice. Please see the photo at the top of today’s
Liberty Common Sense depicting Mr. Barnhart in action. Liberty parents rock!

Join Liberty’s Running Club Tradition. Liberty
Running Club is a group of runners of all ability levels in
4th, 5th, and 6th grade. Weekly runs are on Mondays and
Thursdays from 3:15 – 3:45PM. Dates: Sept. 19, 23, 26,
30 Oct. 3, 7, 10, 14, 17, 28 Nov. 4, 7 (No running club
during Teacher/Parent Conference week in October).
Registration packets available outside front office in the
stacker. Turn in a registration form along with the
permission slip to M rs. Hersh or M rs. Hickman before
the first run on Sept.16th.

Join A Robotics
Team. Students will learn
more about science,
technology, engineering, and
math by joining Liberty’s
student-teacher coached
FIRST Lego League Jr. (FLL
Jr.) team for grades K4. Joining entails a fun-filled 8-week program, hosted at Liberty Common High School,
and run by the high-school robotics teams. Sessions run Monday evenings, 5-6:00PM,
starting, September 30th, and continuing through November 18th. This exciting season
will end with a FLL Jr. Expo on November 23rd. Team members will use their creativity
and problem-solving skills to imagine and build places for everyone to live and work in
the “Boomtown Build” challenge. An $80 contribution to the team is recommended to help
cover the costs of registration, and Lego kits for the team. We are only taking the first 30
students that sign up, so reserve your spot quickly. Please CLICK HERE to fill out an
“FLL Jr” sign-up form. For more information, contact Gillian Hepworth (LCHS ’21).
Odyssey of the M ind is Back. Odyssey of the Mind is an
extra-curricular creative problem-solving program for kids,
kindergarten-2nd grade. In the process of solving their
problem, children learn to think outside the box, work
together to develop creative solutions to broadly defined
problems, and present their solution in an 8-minute
performance. All are invited to attend an informational
meeting on September 25, 2019, from 6-7:15 pm in the
LCS library. CLICK HERE for more information.

Elementary School Calendar
Sept. 6 | Chessmates, 3:15-4:15.
Sept. 9 |Theatre Meeting, 6:30 PM, LCHS.
Sept. 11-13 | Eco-Week-6th Graders at Pingree Park.
Sept.12 | Liberty Lecture, 6:30-8:30, LCHS, Great Hall.
Sept. 13 | Chessmates, 3:15-4:15.
Sept. 19 | Liberty Running Club, 4th-6th Grade, 3:15-3:45.
Sept. 20 | Individual Student Photos.
Sept. 20 | Free Dress Day.
Sept. 20 | Chessmates, 3:15-4:15.
Sept. 23 | Public Info. Night, 6:30 PM.

Sept. 23 | Liberty Running Club, 4th-6th Grade, 3:15-3:45.
Sept. 24-Oct. 8 | October Student Count.
Sept. 26 | Liberty Running Club, 4th-6th Grade, 3:15-3:45.
Sept. 26 | BOD Meeting, LCHS, Acropolis, 6:00 PM.
Sept. 27 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.
Sept. 27 | Chessmates, 3:15-4:15.
Sept. 30 | Liberty Running Club, 4th-6th Grade, 3:15-3:45.

Liberty T-Shirt Days
September 27
October 18
November 22
December 20
January 31
February 28
March 27
April 24
May 15

Performing-Arts Calendar Changes. Two
changes have been made to the previouslypublished Performing-Arts Calendar:
1. The 5th-grade and 6th-grade dessert-theater
production has been moved to April 24-25.
2. The high-school spring play has been moved
to April 17-19.
The revised schedule can be seen by CLICKING HERE.

Volunteer Opportunities at Liberty Common
Volunteering at LCS.
Liberty Common School values parent
involvement. Volunteering has a positive effect
on student achievement and enhances the
educational experience for the entire school
community;
staff,
faculty,
parents
and
students. If you are interested in volunteering at
LCS and have not previously registered as a
volunteer, CLICK HERE to register.

Volunteers are needed for M rs. Nichols K-3rd-Grade art classes for the first
semester. CLICK HERE for Sign-Up Genius.
M rs. Auble is seeking Latin volunteers to aid in copying and grading. Very flexible
with schedule. Papers may be taken home to grade. Knowledge of Latin is not
necessary. Please contact Liberty Latin teacher, Cassie Auble if interested.
M rs. Gowing, needs volunteers to lend a hand in the library shelving books,
covering books, and designing and assembling bulletin boards. Flexible hours
available. Please email your availability to M rs. Gowing and begin volunteering
immediately.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention all Liberty Common dads, granddads,
uncles, etc: Please sign up with the Liberty WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad M r. Wes Cardenas, WatchD.O.G coordinator, urges all
adult men in the LCS family to spend some time in the school during the school
year assisting with the ebb and flow of 612 students . It’s a great experience, and
makes a big positive difference in the life of our excellent school. CLICK HERE to
sign up and get a date or two (or more) on the calendar, and to let all LCS
students know they can count on you this year to be a WatchD.O.G.

Grandparents Day Volunteers Needed. The 100% parent-run Grandparents
Day Planning Committee needs new members for our tenth-annual Grandparents
Day. Grandparents Day is a beloved Liberty tradition which takes place the
Tuesday before Thanksgiving at both Liberty campuses. The day begins at the
elementary campus with a delicious hot breakfast and
student performances, followed by visiting the student's classrooms. The highschool campus next honors grandparents with an afternoon program,
performances, and classroom visits. We are looking for fresh ideas, fresh faces,
and fun parents to plan and execute the best Grandparents Day yet!
The committee meets Friday mornings at 8:30AM beginning Friday, 13 September. If you
are interested in joining our committee, contact M rs. Demi Smith. Please include Liberty
GPD in the subject line.

Alumni Update from Allison Salehi (Class of '17) Now
Attending University of Northern Colorado.

College is “easier than I thought it was going to be,” for University of Northern Colorado
sophomore Allison Salehi. A 2017 LCHS graduate, Allison remembers being intimidated
about the transition from high school to college. “Everyone scares you about how hard
college will be,” she said on a recent visit to her alma mater, “but it’s not as hard as I

thought.”
Allison changed her major recently from elementary education to Sports & Exercise
Science, and loves an anatomy class she’s taking this semester. “It’s really interesting,
and I enjoy it,” she said. “It builds off of M rs. Karr’s anatomy class that I took at
Liberty.” A former star of the LCHS volleyball court, Allison has always loved sports and
exercise. “Switching to a major where you get to learn about the things you enjoy is
motivating to me,” she said.
Allison credits the LCHS workload and rigor for her preparation for success in
college. “The homework at Liberty was hard, but it’s made college work much easier,”
she said. “Lots of people struggle with that in college, but Liberty prepared us well for
studying, time management, and knowing how to read a book.”
“Do your homework,” Allison advises current Liberty students. “That really prepares you
for college. It helps you to be your own student, and not having to rely on everyone
else. Getting your work done in high school gives you better grades to get into a good
college,” she said.
Allison also advises college-bound students to not be afraid of changing majors once in
college. “I was really scared to change majors in college,” she said. “But don’t be afraid
to pursue a different field or career if you’re going to like it more – even if it takes more
time to graduate. It’s worth it.”
Allison also recommends getting active in intermural sports as a good way to continue
high-school athletic interests on a college campus. Without hesitation, Allison said, “Go
to the gym!”
Allison is still unsure what her eventual job goals will be, but after only four full semesters
in college, she’s got plenty of time. With college graduation still several semesters out,
she’s thinking in the direction of physical therapy, or occupational therapy.
Go Bears!

Every Family A Donor
Employer Donation M atching
Did you know that many employers will match
your donation to Liberty Common School?
This is a great way for your giving to go the
extra mile. Click Here to find out if your
company participates!

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
JH Cross Country
Fri, 9/13, 3PM, Away, at Monfort Park, Greeley.
JH Soccer
Mon, 9/9, 4PM, Away, at Ft. Lupton.
Wed, 9/11 5:30PM, Away, at Estes Park.
7th Volleyball
Mon, 9/9, 4PM, Home, vs Milliken.
Wed, 9/11, 4PM, Away, at Highland.
8th Volleyball
Mon, 9/9, 4PM, Away, at Milliken.
Wed, 9/11, 4pm, Home, vs Highland.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach M atthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach M atthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Wrona(Boys); TBD (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Lanciotti (7th).
This Week In High-School Sports:
HS Cross Country
Fri, 9/6, 4PM, Away, Wyoming Invitational, Little America Golf Course, Cheyenne.
Fri, 9/13, 4PM, Away, Wolverine Invitational, Monfort Park, Greeley.
HS Soccer
Tues, 9/10, 4PM; 5:30PM, Home, vs Mead High School.
HS Volleyball
Sat, 9/7, 9am, Away, at Dawson Tournament.
Thur, 9/12, 4:30PM; 5:30PM; 6:30PM, Away, at Valley High School.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach M ayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
M anners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day: “Rule No. 77. Consider Your Family.
Your guests will admire you only if you are kind and
thoughtful of your parents, and respect their opinions.
Your guests will be embarrassed if you are rude or
thoughtless to anyone of your family.
"If you wish to talk over plans with your mother, it is best
to excuse yourself, and talk in private with your mother. Never try to force your opinions,
because you think your mother will give in rather than cause a scene. Of course, you
always avoid any family discussions of an intimate nature while you have guests.

"Boys, be sure your mother is at home before you ask a girl to your home. A thoughtless
act on your part may cause embarrassment to your girlfriend.”

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by
the Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors.
A link to the full article will be included at the end of the
section to read the article in its entirety.

Hiring The Best Instructors
By: Bob Schaffer, LCHS Headmaster
Liberty’s team of classroom instructors is widely regarded as being among the nation’s
best. Our school’s rigorous screening and hiring processes contribute to the school’s
history of consistently attracting and retaining high-quality, truly professional instructors
in classrooms spanning kindergarten through twelfth grade.
On a near-weekly basis, school leaders from throughout the state and country.... (CLICK
HERE to continue reading).

News Worth Repeating
Time Remaining To Register for Chessmates. If you
haven't signed up for Chessmates there is still time.
Classes begin September 6, 2019, register now. CLICK
HERE for more information.

Show Your School Spirit and
check-out Liberty sports wear.
CLICK HERE to see choose your
favorite Liberty swag. Orders are
delivered to the school and can be
picked up by parents.

Need Before-School Childcare at Liberty? Fill out a survey – ASAP – to help
ascertain whether there’s sufficient interest to open a before-school childcare option
here at Liberty Common elementary school. 1st Choice After School Kare has heard
from a handful of interested parents, but not quite enough to launch the program. Please
CLICK HERE for more information, and instructions on how to express your interest
today.

Student Directory Opt-Out Form. Please print and sign
this form for your student if you would like to Opt-out from
the school-wide directory. Return this form to the front
office

Lunch Ordering. Lunch Service will begin Sept.
10th. Please send your student with sack lunches
until then. Order school lunches by CLICKING
HERE. We have great restaurants delivering fresh
hot meals each week. The order deadline is 1pm
the day before so you still have plenty of time.

Join FFL Robotics. You've seen the emails. You've
heard the talk. Now you want to know more. What is the
Liberty FLL Robotics program all about? (Hint: Fun with
STEM) What are the age ranges? (Hint: 9-14) Who can
participate? (Hint: 4th grade - 8th grade). Come to an
information meeting Friday, August 30th from 3:15PM – 4PM at LCS to find out more.
See posters for location. CLICK HERE to complete and application and CLICK HERE for
frequently asked questions.

Calling All Theatre
Parents. The school year is
upon us, and so begins the
2019-2020 season of the
Liberty Common Theatre.
This year, the elementary
and high school theatre
programs will be hosting a
combined parent information
night on Mon 9 Sep 2019 at
6:30 PM in the Great Hall at
Liberty Common High
School. We will announce
this season's shows for both
schools, explain our direction
for the program, and seek
volunteers to help with our shows. We can't wait to see you.

2019-2020 School Calendar
Oct. 25 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov. 27-29|Thanksgiving Break.
Dec. 23-Jan. 3 | Winter Break.
Jan. 20 | Martin Luther King Day.
Feb. 14 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb. 17 | Presidents Day.
M arch 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
M ay 22 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00.

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 303-435-3873
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
You may contact all members on our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meetings- September 26, 2019, 6:00PM, LCHS Acropolis

