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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
This Week at LCS is Claude Frédéric Bastiat Week.
This week is Claude Frédéric Bastiat Week. Claude Frédéric
Bastiat was a French economist, legislator, and writer who
championed private property, free markets, and limited
government and is best known for his work “The Law.” Perhaps
the main underlying theme of Bastiat's writings was that the free
market was inherently a source of "economic harmony" among
individuals, as long as government was restricted to the function
of protecting the lives, liberties, and property of citizens from theft

or aggression. Taxation for purposes beyond those core
functions was condemned by Bastiat as “legal plunder.”

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Liberty’s Charter Status
Liberty Common School’s charter contract with the Poudre School District was renewed
over the summer. Last week, the Colorado State Board of Education granted final
approval for several waivers Liberty requested to free our school from dozens of
overbearing laws that apply to regular public schools.
Approving the waiver package was the final step in completing the school’s charter
renewal process – an epic undertaking, and a significant time eater for our
administration, and our Board of Directors. It’s nice to be done, and to be in solid shape
as a leading public-school institution.
Not all was harmonious in our monthslong charter-renewal negotiation with PSD,
however. For example, our previous charter contract was for a term of 19 years. The
school has since only gotten stronger both academically, and financially. As such, it
seemed reasonable to set our next charter contract for a term of 25 years.
Instead, PSD insisted on a five-year term merely because each of its contracts with other
charter schools is for five years. Though we were willing to negotiate and compromise,
PSD was not. The district preferred uniformity to prudence. Our only option was to
appeal PSD’s unilateral condition to the State Board of Education. Unfortunately, our
appeal was denied.
The five-year contract sets us back slightly. Going through the charter-renewal process
is exhausting and consumes an enormous quantity of staff hours. This undermines our
main job – focusing on the school’s academic mission.
Shorter contracts also tend to shave points off a school’s bond rating. Liberty’s rating is
as good as a charter school’s can get, and we’re in excellent shape here. Still, every
rating point corresponds with a bond rate. Lower bond ratings mean higher borrowing
costs; and higher borrowing costs mean less cash for classroom materials, and teacher
pay.
PSD’s recalcitrance on the five-year term threatens Liberty Common School
students. We’re simply stuck with it until 2024. We’ll pick up the fight again then; and we’ll
advocate fiercely for our students as is our custom.
In the meantime, Liberty’s charter contract is now freshly renewed, and our regulatory

waivers are fully secured. CLICK HERE for a “List of Waivers received by Liberty
Common School.”
We’re cleared to move forward bolder, stronger, and freer of bureaucratic obstacles that
ensnare most public schools. Indeed, more liberty is always good for Liberty.

All School News
Official Count Day. All public schools in Colorado earn state funding based on the
number of students attending their school. It is crucial your student attend school on
October 2 so we may continue delivering quality education and extracurricular
programming. If your child will be absent during this time, please contact the front office
for an official document to sign. The importance of attendance on October 2 cannot be
overstated.

Public-Info Night. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty
(either campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please
urge them to attend our Public-Information Night on Monday September 23, 6:30PM8:00PM at Liberty Common Elementary School. These are informative presentations for
all parents wanting to know more about why we teach what we teach, and why we do
what we do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any grades K - 11,
attending one of these presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of those waiting for
the next open-enrollment spot.

Liberty Lecture – Freedom In Hong
Kong. Mark calendars now for the next
fascinating “Liberty Lecture” scheduled for
Monday, November 11th from 6:30-8:00PM in the
LCHS Great Hall. Our special keynote speaker is
M rs. Helen Raleigh (CLICK HERE). Mrs.
Raleigh will discuss China, socialism, and the
current upheaval in Hong Kong. Mrs. Raleigh was
a Prudence Lyceum speaker at LCHS in 2013 (
CLICK HERE for video), and she was a big hit
with the students, and faculty. Liberty Lectures
are evening leisure gatherings where students,
parents, alumni, and the community gather to
learn together, and interact with key leaders,
experts, and lecturers. Don’t miss this one.
Helen Raleigh is our next Lib erty Lecture keynote speaker Monday, Novemb er 11 th . Topic: China,
Hong Kong, and freedom.

Liberty-2-Liberty 5K Success. Many thanks to all who sponsored, planned, organized,

and volunteered at the Liberty-2-Liberty 5K last Saturday. There were 206 participants
who ran and/or walked the 3.1 miles from LCS to LCHS. The student and faculty leaders
of Domus Temperantiae produced a wonderful event with a foam machine, a slip-n-slide,
and Chick-Fil-A nuggets at the finish area. The 5K raised over $2,000 for Trinity
Scarpella (LCHS Class of 2019) on behalf of Tim Ricketts, the late LCS Business
Manager. In addition to the 5K race, the new deck at the high school was dedicated in
memory of Mr. Ricketts and has now been named The Ricketts Piazza.

Liberty-2-Liberty 5K was a great time. Thank you to all who participated and volunteered.

From LCHS Vice Principal Dr. Robert
Robinson

The Power of a Good Lecture
Dr. Robert Robinson

It is a basic article of faith in much of the literature written
on education and in many of the classrooms of our
teaching colleges that the lecture, derisively dismissed as
“sage on the stage” instruction, has been thoroughly debunked as a classroom tool. The
authors of one study of traditional lectures questioned whether it was ethically
appropriate to continue to use them, given how much their study results seemed to favor
active learning. Good teachers will know that a variety of instructional techniques can be
useful in a classroom, and there is much to be said for the active learning techniques
deployed in our Science labs, Economics reading discussions, and in countless other
contexts throughout the school. Fortunately for our students, we also do not doubt the
power of a well-crafted and expertly delivered lecture.
For one, lectures allow for the most efficient delivery of data. For example, I observed a
classroom at a different school a few years ago engaged in a lesson on the Bill of
Rights. The method was an active learning technique that involved choosing one of the
amendments and creating a meme to explain its contents. The students spent about 3040 minutes of work time in class on this effort. While I do not doubt that the students will
remember the basic content of the one amendment on which they focused, I wondered if
they would have been better served by reading the entire Bill of Rights and having an
expert teacher directly explain to them the meaning and significance of each
amendment.
Even more important than their efficiency in delivering content, I believe, is the ability of
lectures to provide a space for narrative. In other words, good teachers are often good
storytellers. Students who hear M r. M ayer lecture on Jamestown will have a visceral
sense of what it felt like to be part of the first permanent English settlement in North
America. They will grasp the ever-present fear of starvation, attack, and death
experienced by the early inhabitants. They will also grasp the hope, ambition, and vision

that led people to take on such fearsome odds in pursuit of a better life.
The school year is young, but I have already had two moving
experiences with the power of lecture. The first was at a Classical
Symposium our staff attended during staff training in August. Our
own M r. Tullius gave the keynote address, a stirring call to help
“heal zombies” in our classrooms by taking seriously the
opportunity to help our students reflect on their purpose, or
telos. Active learning techniques, while useful at times, might have
deprived us of the eloquence that can only be achieved in a
lecture format, as when Mr. Tullius urged teachers to help
students see themselves as more than the sum of their favorite
diversions.
This last week, I had the privilege of attending
another excellent lecture as Win Schendel, who
was forced to serve in the German armed forces
as a 13-year-old during WWII, shared his
fascinating life story. The personal narrative of
interesting people is difficult to adequately explore
through group work or other active-learning
techniques. Sometimes you need to simply stop
and give the floor to the person with the
remarkable story to tell.
What was particularly encouraging about the last
example, was that in listening to Mr. Schendel I was joined by several hundred of you
from our school community who shared my belief that the best thing they could be doing
with their Thursday evening was to gather and listen to a speaker with something
important to say. May we further our embrace of that attitude toward learning, and may
we as a school continue to seek the best teaching methods available while never ceasing
to respect the value of the “sage on the stage.”

Grandparents Day Invitations. To ensure all
grandparents receive an invitation to Grandparents
Day, CLICK HERE. This year’s event will be held on
Tuesday, November 26, so make plans now and urge all
grandparents to look for their invitations in the mail soon.

Performing-Arts Calendar Changes. Two changes have been made to the previously
published Performing-Arts Calendar:
1. The Fall Choral & Instrumental Concert has moved to October 21.
2. The LCHS Holiday Concert has moved to December 12.
The revised schedule can be seen by CLICKING HERE.

Student Directory Opt-Out Form. Please print and sign this form for your student if
you would like to Opt-out from the school-wide directory. Return this form to the front
office. Deadline is October 4th, 2019.

Elementary School - Newsworthy Notices
Safety Tips When Using Nancy Grey Road. Many of
our Liberty families are taking advantage of the opening
of Nancy Grey Road. The road provides a quicker, less
congested way to travel south from LCS. Please keep the

following tips in mind when walking or biking on our new
road and crossing the railroad tracks that intersect with
Nancy Grey Rd.
1. CROSSING TRACKS ON A BICYCLE REQUIRES
CAUTION AND EXTRA ATTENTION. Narrow wheels
can get caught between the rails. If possible, walk don't ride - across. Always cross at a 90-degree
angle.
2. USE ONLY DESIGNATED RAILROAD
CROSSINGS. The only legal and safe place to
cross railroad tracks is at a designated public
crossing with a crossbuck, flashing red lights or a
gate. Crossing at any other location is trespassing
and illegal.
3. TURN OFF M USIC AND REM OVE EARPHONES
AT ALL RAIL CROSSINGS. Music can be a deadly
distraction near the tracks - preventing you from
hearing an approaching train.
4. WET TRAIN TRACKS CAN BE SLIPPERY. Dismount and walk your bike across
the tracks. Step over the tracks - not on them - to avoid slipping.
5. WATCH OUT FOR THE SECOND TRAIN. Wait after the first train passes until you
can see clearly in both directions.
6. IF YOU SEE A TRAIN COM ING, WAIT! Flashing lights or a lowering gate means a
train is approaching. Do not proceed until the gates go completely up and the
lights go off. It is illegal to go around lowered gates, whether on a bike, on foot or
in a vehicle.

Come One, Come All to Liberty's Annual Fall Festival. Participate in fun activities,
connect with friends, old and new and celebrate the wonderful fall season. Volunteers
are needed to make this event run smoothly so sign-up now.CLICK HERE to access
Sign-Up Genius.

Lost-And-Found Needs Attention.

Lost-and-Found is becoming crowded. Please
come and find what your student is missing.
Many items from Eco-Week are in the Lost-andFound.

Many lunch boxes and water bottles are waiting
for their owners to take them home.

The weather will not stay perfect forever. Stop in
and claim sweaters and jackets.

All items two-weeks-old or older will be donated
to charity on September 27th.

Library Closed at Dismissal. M rs. Gowing, our amazing librarian, assists with afterschool traffic every other week. While Mrs. Gowing is outside assisting students and
families, the library will be closed. If you are needing to visit the library after-school,
contact the Front Office.

CALLING ALL SINGERS, DANCERS, AND

PERFORM ERS. LIBERTY'S GOT TALENT
IS COM ING. Our annual Talent Show will be
held on Friday, October 18th at 6:30PM.
Auditions will be held Monday, 10/7
and Tuesday, 10/8 after school. Keep your
eyes open for the signup sheet during the
last week in September on the board near
the 5th-grade staircase.

Elementary School Calendar
Sept. 20 | Individual Student Photos.
Sept. 20 | Free Dress Day.
Sept. 20 | Chessmates, 3:15-4:15.
Sept. 23 | Public-Info Night, 6:30 PM.
Sept. 23 | Liberty Running Club, 4th-6th Grade, 3:15-3:45.
Sept. 24-Oct. 8 | October Student Count.
Sept. 26 | Liberty Running Club, 4th-6th Grade, 3:15-3:45.
Sept. 26 | BOD Meeting, LCHS, Acropolis, 6:00 PM.
Sept. 27 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.
Sept. 27 | Chessmates, 3:15-4:15.
Sept. 30 | Character-Award Assembly. Speaker is Mr. Torgun Lovely, LCS
Principal. K-3 attend assembly 8:10-8:45, 4-6th-grade attend 8:55-9:35 am
Sept. 30 | Liberty Running Club, 4th-6th Grade, 3:15-3:45.

Liberty T-Shirt Days
September 27
October 18
November 22
December 20
January 31
February 28
March 27
April 24
May 15

Show Your School Spirit and check out
Liberty sportswear. CLICK HERE to choose your
favorite Liberty swag. Orders are delivered to
the school and can be picked up by parents.

Volunteer Opportunities at Liberty Common
Volunteering at LCS.
Liberty Common School values parent
involvement. Volunteering has a positive effect
on student achievement and enhances the
educational experience for the entire school
community;
staff,
faculty,
parents
and
students. If you are interested in volunteering at
LCS and have not previously registered as a
volunteer, CLICK HERE to register.

Seeking Staff-Appreciation Volunteers. Parent
partnership with our schools staff is an integral part of the
success of Liberty Common School. If you have an
interest in cooking, planning, crafting, decorating or just
want to lend a helping hand, this is the group for you.
For more information email Tracy Braiman .

Volunteers are needed for M rs. Nichols K-3rd-Grade art
classes for the first semester. Volunteers often read aloud
while students are working. They also organize, set up, put
away supplies, and just do things that need to be done
around the art room. You don't need to be artistic either, just
interested in working with and getting to know your child or
grandchild's classmates. It's a lot of fun! CLICK HERE for
Sign-Up Genius.

Grandparents Day Volunteers Needed. The 100% parent-run Grandparents
Day Planning Committee needs new members for our tenth-annual Grandparents
Day. Grandparents Day is a beloved Liberty tradition which takes place the
Tuesday before Thanksgiving at both Liberty campuses. The day begins at the
elementary campus with a delicious hot breakfast and

student performances, followed by visiting the student's classrooms. The highschool campus next honors grandparents with an afternoon program,
performances, and classroom visits. We are looking for fresh ideas, fresh faces,
and fun parents to plan and execute the best Grandparents Day yet!
The committee meets Friday mornings at 8:30AM beginning Friday, 13 September. If you
are interested in joining our committee, contact M rs. Demi Smith. Please include Liberty
GPD in the subject line.

Alumni Update from Donovon Jones LCHS ’19
Now Attending The U.S. Naval Academy

Reporting recently from the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland, LCHS alumnus
Donovan Jones, LCHS ’19 told his parents he’s well prepared for the initial rigors and
academic challenges of one of the world’s top academic institutions.
The physically exhausting paces of “Plebe Summer” were tough, but Donovan came
through with grace and poise. The orientation program officially turns civilians into
midshipmen. Now trapesing the deck of one of America’s most celebrated institutions,
Midshipman Jones is finding his academic background from LCHS is solid.
New coursework for other mates in his battalion are more often lesson reviews for
Jones. The Honor Treatise of the Brigade of Midshipmen is a living, operational military
expression and refinement of Liberty’s Foundation Stones, and Capstone Virtues.
Midshipmen arise at 5:30AM for personal fitness workouts. Reveille is at 6:30AM
daily. The entire day is scripted entailing six 50-minute academic courses, meals, drills,
sports, study periods, and Taps at midnight.
After four years at this tempo, Donovan will be commissioned an Ensign or 2nd Lt in the
Profession of Arms as an officer of the world’s most lethal and respected naval
fleet. Semper Fortis!

Every Family A Donor
Employer Donation M atching.
Many employers will match your donation to
Liberty Common School. This is a great way
for your giving to go the extra mile. Click
Here to find out if your company
participates.

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
JH Cross Country
Fri, 9/20, 5:30PM, Away, at St. Vrain, Lyons.
Sat, 9/28, 12:30PM, Away, Longs Peak Invitational, Lake Estes Golf Course, Estes Park.
JH Soccer
Mon, 9/23, 4PM, Away, at Weld Central, Keenesburg.
Wed, 9/25, 4PM, Home, vs Ft. Lupton.
7th Volleyball
Mon, 9/23, 4PM, Away, at Frontier, Greeley.
Wed, 10/2, 4PM, Home, vs Estes Park (A-Game Only).
8th Volleyball
Mon, 9/23, 4PM, Home, vs Frontier.
Wed, 10/2, 4PM, Away, at Estes Park.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach M atthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach M atthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Wrona (Boys); TBD (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Lanciotti (7th).
This Week In High-School Sports:
HS Cross Country
Sat, 9/21, 8:15AM, Away, St. Vrain Invitational, at Lyons High School.
Sat, 9/28, 10:30AM, Away, Longs Peak Invitational, Lake Estes Golf Course, Estes Park.
HS Soccer
Tues, 9/24, 4PM;5:30PM, Away, at Sterling High School.
Fri, 9/27, 4PM; 5:30PM, Home, at New Vision Charter. (Updated game location/time.)
HS Volleyball
Mon, 9/23, 6PM; 7PM, Away, at Campion.

Thu, 9/26, 4:30;5:30;6:30PM, Home, vs University.
Fri, 9/27, 4:30;5:30;6:30PM, Home, vs Aurora Prep.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach M ayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
M anners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
"Rule No. 79. Decorum. You can have a good time
without making too much noise. Avoid 'rough-housing,'
and any games that may prove destructive to the rungs
and furniture.
"If you must leave your guests alone, be sure they are
enjoying themselves, and will not miss you. Excuse yourself, and return as quickly as
possible. Of course, no boy host or girl hostess would leave the house while there are
guests."

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Hiring The Best Instructors
By: Bob Schaffer, LCHS Headmaster
Liberty’s team of classroom instructors is widely regarded as
being among the nation’s best. Our school’s rigorous
screening and hiring processes contribute to the school’s
history of consistently attracting and retaining high-quality
instructors in classrooms spanning kindergarten through
twelfth grade.
On a near-weekly basis, school leaders from throughout the
state and country (and on a few occasions, from other nations) visit Liberty to observe
our instructors in action. The first questions these visitors pose are almost always the
same: How do you find these outstanding teachers... (CLICK HERE to continue
reading).

News Worth Repeating
Seeking Development Committee M embers. Do you have an interest in fundraising,
marketing, or public relations? Do you love Liberty? Consider joining the Development
Committee. This sub-committee of the Liberty Board of Directors meets monthly to guide
and oversee the fundraising efforts at our school. If you are interested, or have more
questions, please contact Brett Harkey.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention
all Liberty Common dads, granddads,
uncles, etc: Please sign up with the
Liberty WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad M r. Wes

Cardenas, WatchD.O.G coordinator,
urges all adult men in the LCS family to
spend some time in the school during the
school year assisting with the ebb and
flow of 612 students . It’s a great
experience, and makes a big positive
difference in the life of our excellent
school. CLICK HERE to sign up and get a
date or two (or more) on the calendar,
and to let all LCS students know they can
count on you this year to be a
WatchD.O.G.

Save M oney, Time, and Lessen Traffic Congestion. We are currently compiling a list
of parents interested in carpooling with other Liberty Common families. If you would like
to be included, please complete the the form by CLICKING HERE. Once the list is
compiled we will notify families thru Common Sense.

Dear Parents and Guardians,
With the opening of Nancy Gray, we are seeing more and more people wanting to turn
left when exiting the back pick up onto Midpoint. Please do not do this. It is both
dangerous, since it is hard to see cars on the other side of the queue up line, and it
holds up traffic exiting the back. We have clearly marked this expectation with a sign in
the back as a reminder to all when picking up students.
Please know that we are monitoring traffic patterns and evaluating other possible routes
to allow people to easily access Nancy Gray. All current scenarios do not allow folks to
turn left out of the back pick up and drop off.
Please do not enter the back pick up area from the south on Midpoint. You must enter
the queue up line from the north on Midpoint. Entering the back from the south blocks
traffic off Midpoint Drive so no one can get through and increases the chance of a traffic
accident.
Thanks for your attention to this matter.
Liberty Common Administration

Odyssey Of The M ind is Back. Odyssey Of The Mind is an extra-curricular creative
problem-solving program for kids, kindergarten-6th grade. In the process of solving their
problem, children learn to think outside the box, work together to develop creative
solutions to broadly defined problems, and present their solution in an 8-minute
performance. All are invited to attend an informational meeting on September 25, 2019,
from 6-7:15 pm in the LCS library. CLICK HERE for more information.

Write Essay, Win Awards. The Cache la Poudre
Daughters of the American Revolution has invited Liberty
Common students in grades 5, 6, 7, and 8 to compete in
two essay contests the organization is conducting. One
essay is on Christopher Columbus, and the other
essay is on American history – the 400th anniversary of the voyage of the Mayflower,
and the founding of the Plymouth Colony. CLICK HERE for the Columbus-essay
guidelines. CLICK HERE for the Mayflower-essay guidelines. The submission deadline is
December 10, 2019. The essay(s) can be mailed to: DAR Librarian, M s. Lynette Soles,
5714 Bitterbush Way, Loveland, CO 80537, or emailed to
rubeeslprs2@yahoo.com. Direct questions to Ms. Soles at these same contacts.

Upcoming Trips

LCS To DC, Spring Break 2021. Every three years,
Liberty Common Headmaster, and former Member of
the U.S. Congress, M r. Schaffer fully utilizes his
Former-Member privileges to get students, and
parents (grades 7 – 12) into areas of the U.S.
Capitol normally off limits to tourists, and he sets up
visits with high-power political figures. The next
Liberty-to-DC fieldtrip will occur during Spring Break
2021. No registration or details yet, but if you’re interested, pencil in the trip on your
2021 calendar now, stay tuned, and CLICK HERE to view photos from our last fabulous
excursion (2018).

2019-2020 School Calendar
Oct. 25 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov. 27-29|Thanksgiving Break.
Dec. 23-Jan. 3 | Winter Break.
Jan. 20 | Martin Luther King Day.
Feb. 14 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb. 17 | Presidents Day.
M arch 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
M ay 22 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00.

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 303-435-3873
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
You may contact all members on our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meetings- September 26, 2019, 6:00PM, LCHS Acropolis

