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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
This Week is Week at LCS is Polykleitos Week
Polykleitos was a 5th century BC sculptor and a major force in the
development of the classical era of Greek art. While Polykleitos was
best known for his masterly bronz sculptures of young athletes, he was
also one of the most significant aestheticians in the history of art. His
treatise on achieving artistic perfection by adhering to mathematically
derived proportions continues to influence artists today.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Study Grammar, Eat Broccoli
Possibly the best advice you can give your students today is to suggest they scroll
through this edition of Liberty Common Sense, and read the Alumni Update. There,
they’ll find a convincing statement from someone who knows: “Proper grammar is
incredibly useful.”
Isaac Gentz graduated from CSU in May. Now employed as an engineer, he wants
current Liberty students to know how important good grammar skills are. “Good
communication skills are really helping me in business,” Gentz reports. “In school, I never
cared for grammar lessons, and the annual Grammar Launch; but looking back, I’m really
glad we did that.”
The first few weeks of the school year at Liberty are quite heavy on
grammar. Throughout all grade levels, our students are refreshing what they know, and
building better skills atop previous grammar lessons. At such a time, kids are apt to snub
academic encouragement from parents, teachers, and administrators.
“Study your grammar,” can sound a lot like “eat your broccoli.” But when a young,
intrepid grad like Mr. Gentz comes along to describe how, for him, grammar is power,
even the most languid Liberty student ought to be suitably impressed.

All School News
Liberty-2-Liberty 5K. The Liberty-2-Liberty 5K is
coming up tomorrow, Saturday, September
14th starting at 8:30AM. This is going to be the best
5K yet. We will have Chick-fil-A, Bubbles, and a slipn-slide at the finish line.You will run through a wall of
foam at the finish line. You don’t want to miss it. All
proceeds will go to Trinity Scarpella (LCHS Class
of 2019) in honor of Tim Ricketts (Liberty's beloved
late Business Manager). We will also be revealing
the new deck. CLICK HERE to register.

Mr. Win Schendel a WWII Veteran spoke last night at Liberty Common School's first
Liberty Lecture of the year.

Public-Info Night. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty
(either campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please
urge them to attend our Public-Information Night on Monday September 23, 6:30PM8:00PM at Liberty Common Elementary School. These are informative presentations for
all parents wanting to know more about why we teach what we teach, and why we do
what we do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any grades K - 11,
attending one of these presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of those waiting for
the next open-enrollment spot.

LCHS To DC, Spring Break 2021. Every three years, Liberty Common Headmaster, and
former Member of the U.S. Congress, M r. Schaffer fully utilizes his Former-Member
privileges to get students, and parents (grades 7 – 12) into areas of the U.S. Capitol
normally off limits to tourists, and he sets up visits with high-power political figures. The
next Liberty-to-DC fieldtrip will occur during Spring Break 2001. No registration or details
yet, but if you’re interested, pencil in the trip on your 2021 calendar now, stay tuned, and
CLICK HERE to view photos from our last fabulous excursion (2018).

From Sandy Stoltzfus, LCS Vice Principal

Choose Joy
By: Sandy Stoltzfus, LCS Assistant Principal
Morning drop-off at Liberty Common School is breathtaking. I love
it.
The crisp early morning air, the chatter of children playing, and
the joyful family rituals – I’m honored daily to have a curbside seat
as these precious family habits unfold right in front of our
school. One young lady, without fail, blows a kiss to her parent,
extending their loving connection just a few seconds more before
joyfully prancing up the walkway.
The smiles, the hugs, and the “I love yous” are endearing. Sure, it takes a significant
amount of planning to get out of the house each morning well-prepared. It also takes an
enormous amount of self-control to remain calm and joyful through early morning traffic,
and the carpool line.
I commend Liberty parents in doing whatever it takes to help your children start their day
with positive, unhurried, joyful routines. This seems the norm for many of our families,
and it’s apparent in the countenances of your children upon arriving at Sharp Point
Drive.
Anyone who sets foot in or near Liberty Common Elementary, or our high school knows
our amazing staff picks up where loving parents leave off. From the building entrances to
the classroom thresholds, Liberty Common staff members warmly greet and encourage
students. From the hallway to the playground, peace and joy are palpable.
Liberty Common faculty and staff have chosen careers in education, and they’ve chosen
to work at Liberty Common School because first and foremost, they care about
children. They are passionate about imparting knowledge, building skills, and developing
character.
We all consider it a privilege to assist parents in pointing children toward that which is
true, good, perfect, and beautiful, the hallmark of a classically oriented education. It is a
sincere joy, and privilege for us all.
I will never forget the sentiment of a 7th-grade transfer student at the end of his first day
at LCHS a few years ago. When I asked how his day went, despite being disheveled in
appearance and exhausted by an arduous day, he beamed with joy, saying, “Everyone
here is so happy and kind.”
Just last week, a prominent Denver radio talk-show host reflected on his own LCHS visit
during an on-air interview with M r. Schaffer. The host stated, (Liberty Common School)
is just this perfect mix of seriousness and discipline, but so much joy.” (CLICK HERE to
hear the whole segment).
After discussing other topics, the host apparently couldn’t help but to go back to asking,
“How do you explain the joy?” Mr. Schaffer responded by discussing the positive effect
student accomplishment and achievement have, especially as the student mature,
empowered with knowledge, and armed in virtue. I wholeheartedly agree with Mr.
Schaffer.
Liberty students are solidly set up to experience success when their basic needs of
safety, love, and belonging are met in relationship to their parents, and teachers. For
example, the school embraces the tenets of Love and Logic.
The Love and Logic Institute’s founders, Cline and Fay, describe their strategies for
both parenting and teaching as, “Using hope, humor and empathy to build up the
adult/child relationship, emphasizing respect and dignity for both children and adults,
providing real limits in a loving way, and teaching consequences and healthy decision-

making.”
Not only does Liberty host Love and Logic parenting seminars from time to time, our staff
lean on many of the principles, as well.
Liberty Common parents, staff and students navigate this journey together; and it is a
joy. That said, if you’re like me, we parents can sometimes feel unsuccessful and
discouraged in our parenting. Life can be complicated and challenging, making it very
hard to choose joy at times. In those moments, we all need encouragement, and tools.
Liberty Common School’s administration, and your child’s teachers are happy to sit down
with you, listen, and provide support. I implore you to pick up a copy of Parenting with
Love and Logic, or Parenting Teens with Love and Logic.
Adding a few more tools to your toolbox may be just the thing your family needs to
experience more joy. At the beginning of the day, at the end of the day, choose joy.

Elementary School News-Newsworthy Notices

Fall Festival Is Right Around the Corner. This fun-filled
family event is October 4th, beginning at 5:30pm. Volunteers
are needed. Vounteering is the best way to make new friends
and lasting Liberty connections. Just CLICK HERE to sign up
early and remember to visit our other link to donate supplies
and food for this fun event. (CLICK HERE)

Dear Parents and Guardians,
With the opening of Nancy Gray, we are seeing more and more people wanting to turn
left when exiting the back pick up onto Midpoint. Please do not do this. It is both
dangerous, since it is hard to see cars on the other side of the queue up line, and it
holds up traffic exiting the back. We have clearly marked this expectation with a sign in
the back as a reminder to all when picking up students.
Please know that we are monitoring traffic patterns and evaluating other possible routes
to allow people to easily access Nancy Gray. All current scenarios do not allow folks to
turn left out of the back pick up and drop off.
Please do not enter the back pick up area from the south on Midpoint. You must enter
the queue up line from the north on Midpoint. Entering the back from the south blocks
traffic off Midpoint Drive so no one can get through and increases the chance of a traffic
accident.
Thanks for your attention to this matter.
Liberty Common Administration

“Rule No. 78. The Larger Group. Entertainment
for a group of boys and girls is easily arranged if
you have a congenial group. At a large party, as
a class party, it is necessary to have definite
plans for amusement in which all may join. If one
of the group does not play cards, you would be
rude indeed to have everyone else play cards,
and ignore that one. A gracious hostess is careful
that everyone is enjoying himself and is taking
part in the fun. The bashful guest requires special
attention. A host or hostess must think of the
good time of each guest rather than of his or her
own good time.
"If you have a stranger in your group, avoid talking of good times or of people of whom
the stranger knows nothing.
"If one of your guests sings, you may ask her if she will sing for your other guests. Do not
tease or urge her before the other guests, but make it clear that you truly want her to
sing. Of course, you will never talk or giggle while someone is singing.
"In large gatherings, do not try to talk to the entire roomful at once, but rather, pass from
one group to another, being sure, in this way, that each one is enjoying the party. Never
withdraw into one corner, and whisper and laugh with one or two guests."

Official Count Day. All public
schools in Colorado earn
state funding based on the
number of students attending
their school. It is crucial your student attends school on October 2 so we may continue
delivering quality education and extracurricular programming. If your child will be absent
during this time, please contact the front office for an official document to sign. The
importance of attendance on October 2 cannot be overstated.

Save M oney, Time, and Lessen Traffic Congestion. We are currently compiling a list
of parents interested in carpooling with other Liberty Common families. If you would like
to be included, please complete the the form by CLICKING HERE. Once the list is
compiled we will notify families thru Common Sense.

Need Before-School Childcare at Liberty? There is

still time to fill out a survey – ASAP – to help ascertain
whether there’s sufficient interest to open a before-school
childcare option here at Liberty Common elementary
school. 1st Choice After School Kare has heard from a
handful of interested parents, but not quite enough to
launch the program. Please CLICK HERE for more
information, and instructions on how to express your
interest today.

Attend Constitution Week Commemoration. Stewards
of the Veterans Plaza of Northern Colorado have invited
all Liberty Common School students, and families to
gather with them on Saturday 21 September from
11:30AM – 2:00PM to commemorate Constitution
Week. Event location: Veterans Plaza at Spring Canyone
Community Park 2626 W. Horsetooth Rd., Fort
Collins. The event includes a reading of the Declaration
of Independence, the Bill of Rights, a salute to veterans
and those who serve, writing letters to veterans, and
more. Keynote speakers include Mr. Massey Campos (will
also speak at the LCHS Lyceum on Wednesday), and Billy and Karen Vaughn, Gold-Star
parents of fallen SEAL Team VI warrior Aaron Vaughn. Cost: Free. More
information: CLICK HERE.

Join Liberty’s Running Club Tradition. Liberty
Running Club is a group of runners of all ability levels in
4th, 5th, and 6th grade. Weekly runs are on Mondays and
Thursdays from 3:15 – 3:45PM. Dates: Sept. 19, 23, 26,
30 Oct. 3, 7, 10, 14, 17, 28 Nov. 4, 7 (No running club
during Teacher/Parent Conference week in October).
Registration packets available outside front office in the
stacker. Turn in a registration form along with the
permission slip to M rs. Hersh or M rs. Hickman before
the first run on Sept.16th.

Odyssey of the M ind is Back. Odyssey of the Mind is an
extra-curricular creative problem-solving program for kids,
kindergarten-6th-grade. In the process of solving their
problem, children learn to think outside the box, work
together to develop creative solutions to broadly defined
problems, and present their solution in an 8-minute
performance. All are invited to attend an informational
meeting on September 25, 2019, from 6-7:15 pm in the
LCS library. CLICK HERE for more information.

Elementary School Calendar
Sept. 19 | Liberty Running Club, 4th-6th Grade, 3:15-3:45.
Sept. 20 | Individual Student Photos.
Sept. 20 | Free Dress Day.
Sept. 20 | Chessmates, 3:15-4:15.
Sept. 23 | Public Info. Night, 6:30 PM.
Sept. 23 | Liberty Running Club, 4th-6th Grade, 3:15-3:45.
Sept. 24-Oct. 8 | October Student Count.
Sept. 26 | Liberty Running Club, 4th-6th Grade, 3:15-3:45.
Sept. 26 | BOD Meeting, LCHS, Acropolis, 6:00 PM.

Sept. 27 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.
Sept. 27 | Chessmates, 3:15-4:15.
Sept. 30 | Liberty Running Club, 4th-6th Grade, 3:15-3:45.

Liberty T-Shirt Days
September 27
October 18
November 22
December 20
January 31
February 28
March 27
April 24
May 15

Performing-Arts Calendar Changes. Two
changes have been made to the previouslypublished Performing-Arts Calendar:
1. The 5th-grade and 6th-grade dessert-theater
production has been moved to April 24-25.
2. The high-school spring play has been moved
to April 17-19.
The revised schedule can be seen by CLICKING HERE.

Volunteer Opportunities at Liberty Common
Volunteering at LCS.
Liberty Common School values parent
involvement. Volunteering has a positive effect
on student achievement and enhances the
educational experience for the entire school
community;
staff,
faculty,
parents
and
students. If you are interested in volunteering at
LCS and have not previously registered as a
volunteer, CLICK HERE to register.

Volunteers are needed for M rs. Nichols K-3rd-Grade art
classes for the first semester. Volunteers often read aloud
while students are working, organize, set up, put
away supplies, and just do things that need to be done
around the art room. You don't need to be artistic either, just
interested in working with and getting to know your child or
grandchild's classmates. It's a lot of fun! CLICK HERE for
Sign-Up Genius.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention
all Liberty Common dads, granddads,

uncles, etc: Please sign up with the
Liberty WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad M r. Wes
Cardenas, WatchD.O.G coordinator,
urges all adult men in the LCS family to
spend some time in the school during the
school year assisting with the ebb and
flow of 612 students . It’s a great
experience, and makes a big positive
difference in the life of our excellent
school. CLICK HERE to sign up and get a
date or two (or more) on the calendar,
and to let all LCS students know they can count on you this year to be a
WatchD.O.G.

Grandparents Day Volunteers Needed. The 100% parent-run Grandparents
Day Planning Committee needs new members for our tenth-annual Grandparents
Day. Grandparents Day is a beloved Liberty tradition which takes place the
Tuesday before Thanksgiving at both Liberty campuses. The day begins at the
elementary campus with a delicious hot breakfast and
student performances, followed by visiting the student's classrooms. The highschool campus next honors grandparents with an afternoon program,
performances, and classroom visits. We are looking for fresh ideas, fresh faces,
and fun parents to plan and execute the best Grandparents Day yet!
The committee meets Friday mornings at 8:30AM beginning Friday, 13 September. If you
are interested in joining our committee, contact M rs. Demi Smith. Please include Liberty
GPD in the subject line.

Alumni Update from Isaac Gentz (LCHS ’14 |
CSU ’19)

“Married life is wonderful,” reported Liberty Common alumnus Isaac Gentz, last week. “I
highly recommend it!” He persuaded Ridgeview grad Kaylee Ray of Wellington to marry
him which she did last month.
“There’s charter-school blood in us both,” joked Gentz. Asked which alma mater he
thinks they’ll choose to educate their eventual offspring, Isaac took his time before
answering “that’ll be a tough one.” The pair met through FarmersOnly.com.
Isaac graduated from CSU in May with an engineering degree that helped him land his
job as an infrastructure-automation, and test engineer at Hewlett Packard
Enterprises. Kaylee is slated to graduate from CSU soon with a business degree.
“Liberty prepared me to succeed in the working world,” Isaac said. He described himself
as a quiet and reserved guy, “but my education propelled me to higher levels at work
pretty quickly,” he explained. “I started off as an intern, and now I’m managing other
people.”
Isaac said his skills, knowledge, work ethic, and leadership abilities have pushed him to
overcome his normally sedate demeanor. In addition to his engineering day job, Isaac is
involved in real-estate projects with his father; and, in February, he and a friend
launched a software company called Knotty Nodes Development. “It’s small, but we’re
making a profit,” he said.
Isaac graduated from CSU in May with an engineering degree that helped him land his
job as an infrastructure-automation, and test engineer at Hewlett Packard
Enterprises. Kaylee is slated to graduate from CSU soon with a business degree.
“Liberty prepared me to succeed in the working world,” Isaac said. He described himself
as a quiet and reserved guy, “but my education propelled me to higher levels at work
pretty quickly,” he explained. “I started off as an intern, and now I’m managing other
people.”
Isaac said his skills, knowledge, work ethic, and leadership abilities have forced him to
overcome his normally sedate demeanor. In addition to his engineering day job, Isaac is
involved in real-estate projects with his father; and, in February, he and a friend
launched a software company called Knotty Nodes Development. “It’s small, but we’re
making a profit,” he said.
He’s also done some independent projects with 2016 LCHS alumnus Tyler
Schultz. Isaac’s sister M ariah Gentz (LCHS ’16) is a junior at University of Northern
Colorado.
Now in the working world, Isaac credits Liberty with an academic advantage he didn’t
appreciate in high school. “Proper grammar is incredibly useful,” he said. Isaac works
with a lot of engineers both here at home, and throughout the world, some for whom
English is a second language.

“Good communications skills are really helping me in business. In school, I never cared
for grammar lessons, and the annual grammar launch,” he said. “But, looking back, I’m
really glad we did that.”
LCHS instructors Isaac said had a big impact on him include M r. Kranz (computer
science), M rs. Lannen (math, engineering), and Dr. Hubbeling (engineering). “M r.
Lovely was super beneficial to the math part of my career. I struggled in his classroom,
but I’ve eventually gotten pretty good at it,” Isaac said.
What’s his advice to current LCHS students? “Be openminded. Be willing to change
direction with your career goals,” he recommended. “Being openminded has never hurt
me.”
And this: “Gratitude has carried me a long way,” Isaac said reflecting upon LCHS’s
emphasis on character and virtue. “Always be grateful. Thank everyone who ever helps
you. I thank my Heavenly Father for where I’ve gotten.”

Every Family A Donor
Seeking Development Committee M embers. Do you have an interest in fundraising,
marketing, or public relations? Do you love Liberty? Consider joining the Development
Committee. This sub-committee of the Liberty Board of Directors meets monthly to guide
and oversee the fundraising efforts at our school. If you are interested, or have more
questions, please contact Brett Harkey.
Employer Donation M atching
Did you know that many employers will match
your donation to Liberty Common School?
This is a great way for your giving to go the
extra mile. Click Here to find out if your
company participates!

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

Do You Swim? If you are interested in joining Liberty Common
High School's inaugural swim team, please attend an interest
meeting with Coach Huey Thursday, Sept 19 at 11:45AM in the
Colosseum. Women’s swimming is a winter sport and men’s is in
the spring. This interest meeting is for both sexes. Plan on
attending and bring a friend. You do not need to swim like AquaMan to participate. Coach Huey hopes to see all swimmers
attend. This is just an interest meeting. See you there.

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
JH Cross Country
Fri, 9/13, 3PM, Away, at Monfort Park, Greeley.
Fri, 9/20, 5:30PM, Away, at St. Vrain, Lyons.
JH Soccer
Mon, 9/16, 4PM, Home, vs Lincoln.
Wed, 9/18, 4PM, Away, Frontier Academy.
7th Volleyball
Wed, 9/18, 4PM, Home vs University.
8th Volleyball
Wed, 9/18, 4PM, Away, at University.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach M atthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach M atthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Wrona (Boys); TBD (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Lanciotti (7th).
This Week In High-School Sports:
HS Cross Country
Fri, 9/13, 4PM, Away, Wolverine Invitational, at Monfort Park, Greeley.
9/21, 8:15AM, Away, St. Vrain Invitational, at Lyons High School.
HS Soccer
Tues, 9/17, 4PM; 5:30PM, Home, vs Valor Christian High School. (at Mountain View HS).
HS Volleyball
Tue, 9/17, 4:30; 5:30; 6:30, Away, at Frontier.
Thu, 9/19, 4:30; 5:30; 6:30, Away, at Sterling.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach M ayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
M anners" used in "Household Science" class of

that day: “Rule No. 78. Consider Your Family.
Your guests will admire you only if you are kind and
thoughtful of your parents, and respect their opinions.
Your guests will be embarrassed if you are rude or
thoughtless to anyone of your family.
"If you wish to talk over plans with your mother, it is best
to excuse yourself, and talk in private with your mother.
Never try to force your opinions, because you think your
mother will give in rather than cause a scene. Of course, you always avoid any family
discussions of an intimate nature while you have guests.
"Boys, be sure your mother is at home before you ask a girl to your home. A thoughtless
act on your part may cause embarrassment to your girlfriend.”

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by
the Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors.
A link to the full article will be included at the end of the
section to read the article in its entirety.

How does Liberty’s Funding Compare to Neighborhood Schools?
By: Joel Goeltl, Former Treasurer Board of Directors
March, 2015
Liberty Common School receives approximately 95% of the public funding
Poudre School District provides to its “neighborhood” schools.
Liberty’s primary funding source is the tax dollars allocated annually by the Colorado
legislature to each school district in the state. This allocation is called the Per Pupil
Revenue (PPR). In accordance with Liberty’s charter contract, Poudre School District
(PSD) forwards the PPR to Liberty for each student enrolled... (CLICK HERE to continue
reading).

News Worth Repeating
Write Essay, Win Awards. The Cache la Poudre
Daughters of the American Revolution has invited Liberty
Common students in grades 5, 6, 7, and 8 to compete in
two essay contests the organization is conducting. One
essay is on Christopher Columbus, and the other
essay is on American history – the 400th anniversary of the voyage of the Mayflower,
and the founding of the Plymouth Colony. CLICK HERE for the Columbus-essay
guidelines. CLICK HERE for the Mayflower-essay guidelines. The submission deadline is
December 10, 2019. The essay(s) can be mailed to: DAR Librarian, M s. Lynette Soles,
5714 Bitterbush Way, Loveland, CO 80537, or emailed to
rubeeslprs2@yahoo.com. Direct questions to Ms. Soles at these same contacts.

Time Remaining To Register for Chessmates. If you
haven't signed up for Chessmates there is still time.
Classes begin September 6, 2019, register now. CLICK
HERE for more information.

Show Your School Spirit and
check-out Liberty sports wear.
CLICK HERE to see choose your
favorite Liberty swag. Orders are
delivered to the school and can be
picked up by parents.

Student Directory Opt-Out Form. Please print and sign
this form for your student if you would like to Opt-out from
the school-wide directory. Return this form to the front
office

2019-2020 School Calendar
Oct. 25 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov. 27-29|Thanksgiving Break.
Dec. 23-Jan. 3 | Winter Break.
Jan. 20 | Martin Luther King Day.
Feb. 14 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb. 17 | Presidents Day.
M arch 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
M ay 22 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00.

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 303-435-3873
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
You may contact all members on our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org

Upcoming Board Meetings- September 26, 2019, 6:00PM, LCHS Acropolis

