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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
This Week is Claude Elwood Shannon Week at LCS
Claude Elwood Shannon is considered the
founding father of the electronic
communications age. He was an American
mathematical engineer whose work on
technical and engineering problems within the
communications industry laid the groundwork
for both the computer industry and
telecommunications. Shannon’s M.I.T. master’s
thesis has been called the most important of
the 20th century. It was the first to use the “0’s” (zeros) and “1’s” (ones) that make up the
basis of modern computer coding.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

On The Same Page
There is no lack of intellectual diversity at Liberty. In fact, there is quite an abundance of
it – intentionally. Broad experiences, knowledge, and perspectives are absolutely
necessary in our quest to be the best school.
“Being on the same page,” however, is an apt metaphor for Liberty’s organizational goals
to build our curriculum with calculated purpose, and to sequence it so as to exponentially
scale up the acquisition of knowledge as children grow, and their intelligence blossoms.
The instructional strength of Liberty Common School is sustained by everyone working
toward being on the same page. This week, we folded students into the strategy. Parents
are apprised of strategic learning objectives through Back-to-School Nights, back-toschool communications; and, on an ongoing basis, via the weekly Liberty Common
Sense newsletter.
The new school year actually began three weeks ago for Liberty’s newest
instructors. The rest of the faculty reported two weeks ago. Administrators and support
staff, as is typical, worked through the summer.
In practice, most of our instructors show up frequently over the summer teaching
supplemental coursework, getting their classrooms ready, making sure instructional
materials are in place, and improving their own mastery of the subjects they
teach. Indeed, the past three weeks have entailed dozens of tactics intended to achieve
institutional alignment.
Leading up to the school year, Liberty’s faculty absorbed lectures about the school’s
history and philosophy. We reviewed the greatest thoughts about education going all the
way back to the ancient Greeks.
In aligning our understanding of math, for example, we reached back even further as we
all read together the book Here’s Looking at Euclid by Alex Bellos. I commend this
excellent work to parents, too. We’ve got extra copies in the LCS Connie Behr Memorial
Library, and the LCHS front office.
Together, Liberty’s faculty received training updates on functional details such as school
security, child welfare, student health, the school’s information-technology systems and
platforms, academic support, disciplinary strategies and procedures, school policies,
protecting student-data privacy, and more. We also spent considerable training time
honing our approach to the Core Knowledge Curriculum, and “Meaningful Instruction.”
The entire staff traveled to participate in the first-inaugural Colorado Classical Schools
Regional Symposium. This convention of faculty from multiple classically oriented schools
was a fantastic occasion upon which to reinforce the best approaches toward refining the
whole child through a legitimate, classical, liberal education.
It’s important to note that the impetus for this high-level symposium originated with our
own principals M essrs. Casey Churchill, and Torgun Lovely. The event’s keynote
remarks were delivered by Liberty English and literature instructor M r. Jeremy
Tullius. He was spellbinding, by the way.
Clearly, enormous sums of effort, thought, resources, and attention are devoted to
empowering our students with the firmest academic and moral advantages they need in
pursuing the good life. Being on the same page offers strong assurances their life
journeys will be inclined toward truth, beauty, goodness, and perfection.

All School News
WWII German Soldier Speaks. Don’t miss
the first Liberty Lecture of the year –
Thursday, September 12th, 6:30 – 8:00PM in

the LCHS Great Hall. Students, you’ll likely be
the last of your generation to hear such an
historical account firsthand, directly from one
who was there. Keynote speaker M r. Win
Schendel was the age of a junior-high
student when forced to fight in Adolph
Hitler’s German army. After surviving the war,
he immigrated to the United States, settled in
Fort Collins, and loves telling young people
about the good and evil he’s seen over the
course of his extraordinary lifetime. CLICK
HERE to read more about Schendel, and
please plan to attend this special Liberty
Lecture which is open to all Liberty students,
parents, grandparents, and guests.

Mr. Win Schendel, WWII comb at veteran, will speak at LCHS ab out b eing forced to fight in Hitler’s
army at the age of 13.

Beautification Project. My name is
Liam O'M alley, and I am a junior at
LCHS working toward my Eagle Scout
Rank. For my project, I chose to
landscape the back entrance to the
gym of Liberty Common Elementary. I
wanted to do this to give back to my
school where I have attended since
kindergarten and feel so blessed to be
part of such an amazing school and
community. I am so grateful for all of
the support my family, friends, fellow
LCHS students, M r. Jurgens, and
M r. Churchill gave me with all of the
guidance and hard labor of moving
rock, laying mulch, and building the retaining wall. A special thanks to Lowes, Hageman
Earth Cycle, and Bath Nursery for their generous donations. I still plan to plant bushes
on both sides of the sidewalk and can not wait to be able to present the final product.

Before b eautification

After b eautification. Left side of
After b eautification. Right side of
gym b ack exit.
gym b ack exit.

Liberty-2-Liberty 5K. The Liberty-2-Liberty 5K is
coming up on Saturday, September 14th starting at
8:30AM. This is going to be the best 5K yet. We will
have Chick-fil-A, Bubbles, and a slip-n-slide at the
finish line.You will run through a wall of foam at the

finish line. You don’t want to miss it. All proceeds will
go to Trinity Scarpella (LCHS Class of 2019) in
honor of Tim Ricketts (Liberty's beloved late
Business Manager). We will also be revealing the
new deck. CLICK HERE to register.

Grandparents Day
Volunteers Needed. The
100% parent-run
Grandparents Day Planning
Committee needs new
members for our tenthannual Grandparents Day.
Grandparents Day is a
beloved Liberty tradition
which takes place the
Tuesday before
Thanksgiving at both Liberty
campuses. The day begins at
the elementary campus with
a delicious hot breakfast and
student performances, followed by visiting the student's classrooms. The high-school
campus next honors grandparents with an afternoon program, performances, and
classroom visits. We are looking for fresh ideas, fresh faces, and fun parents to plan and
execute the best Grandparents Day yet!
The committee meets Friday mornings at 8:30AM beginning Friday, 13 September. If you
are interested in joining our committee, contact M rs. Demi Smith *Please include
Liberty GPD in the subject line*

Elementary School News-Newsworthy Notices

Having a ball at Liberty! What could be more fun than recess, tether ball, five happy first-grade
boys, and a beautiful Wednesday morning?

Elementary School Calendar
Sept. 2|Labor Day, NO SCHOOL
Sept. 6|Chessmates, 3:15-4:15
Sept. 9|Theatre Meeting, 6:30 PM, LCHS
Sept. 11-13|Eco-Week-6th Graders at Pingree Park
Sept.12|Liberty Lecture, 6:30-8:30, LCHS, Great Hall
Sept. 13|Chessmates, 3:15-4:15
Sept. 14|Liberty 2 to Liberty 5K
Sept. 20|Individual Student Photos
Sept. 20|Free Dress Day
Sept. 20|Chessmates, 3:15-4:15
Sept. 23|Public Info. Night, 6:30 PM
Sept. 24-Oct. 8|October Student Count
Sept. 26|BOD Meeting, LCHS, Acropolis, 6:00 PM
Sept. 27|Liberty T-Shirt Day
Sept. 27|Chessmates, 3:15-4:15
Performing-Arts Calendar Changes. Two changes
have been made to the previously-published PerformingArts Calendar:
1. The 5th and 6th grade dessert theater production has
been moved to April 24-25.
2. The high-school spring play has been moved to April 17-19.
The revised schedule can be seen by CLICKING HERE.

Thank You and Reminders from Mrs.
Stoltzfus, LCS Vice Principal

Liberty Common Elementary School has had an excellent start to the 2019-20 school
year and we owe huge thanks to you, our spectacular families who support the school’s
mission, philosophy, and policies. Agreements and collaboration between the school and
parents are the keys to our success. The standards and policies we have in place are in
no way arbitrary. Everything we do, from our Great Books reading lists and car-pool
procedures, to our no-cell-phone and dress-code policies, are all thoughtfully
determined in order to directly support the mission of our school and ensure the safety of
our students.
Celebrations and Reminders:
Standards of Dress. Liberty Common Elementary School students came back to school
looking sharp. Your cooperation and support of our effort toward renewed adherence to
the standards and spirit of the dress code is on display in your children’s dress. Thank
you for dressing them for success and modeling respect for the school’s Dress
Code. CLICK HERE to review the updated School Wide Dress Code. Again, thank you.
Summer Packets and Reading. Our students, with the support and encouragement of
parents, did an excellent job of completing their summer packets and reading. As a
result, they have returned to school intellectually prepared to jump right in and pick up
where they left off. In addition to the payoff of being well-prepared, prizes will be
distributed for student who completed their summer work. Nice job!
Back-to-School Night. We had an excellent turnout at this year’s Back-to-School
Night. This is such an important event to ensure parents and teachers are on the same
page. The partnership between the parents and the school is essential to student
success. Thank you for prioritizing this evening.
Important Drop-off and Pick-up Procedures:
7:30am and 3:30pm. School personnel joyfully take full responsibility for the supervision
of Liberty Common students between 7:30am and 3:30pm. Parents are responsible for
their children before and after these times.Therefore, students may not be dropped off
before 7:30am. They must be picked up no later than 3:30pm. Families needing
childcare after 3:30pm should inquire about ASK (After School Kare) to support their
family’s schedule. As stated in the LCS Student-Parent Handbook, “Students who are not
picked up by 3:30pm will be sent to the [ASK] program and the full rate will be charged to
the parent. The school cannot be held responsible for students after 3:30pm.”
Hug and Go. Thank you for “hugging and going” outside of the school building (with the
exception of kinder families). This strategy helps our students and teachers to get off to
strong start each morning and teaches students to responsibly get to class and follow
the morning routines set by their teachers.
M ain Entrance. Only kindergarten students (along with their parent and/or siblings) may
enter through the main entrance of the school each morning. All other students must
enter through the student entrance (near the large playground) or through the back
doors.
Parking Lots and Good Neighbors. Students should only be dropped off and picked
up in one of the three carpool lines (front, middle or back). For safety reasons, children
may not walk across a parking lot or exit school grounds without an adult escort. In

addition, per our agreement with Advanced Energy, Liberty families may not park or use
the driveway on the north side of the building.
No Cell Phones. In order to ensure the safety of our students, we ask that parents are
fully alert and off of their cell phones during drop off and pick up. Staff members on duty
are expected to remind parents to hang up their phones.
After School Playground Use. In order to ensure all students are prepared to be
picked up after school, students are not permitted to play on the playgrounds unless
they are being supervised by their parent or guardian.
After School Routines. As you settle into a routine, be sure to communicate with your
children where they will be picked up each day. It typically works best for students to be
picked up in the same place each day (front, middle or back).
2019-2020 Student Parent Handbook. For a full review of current policies and
procedures, CLICK HERE to review the 2019-2020 Liberty Common Elementary School
Student Parent Handbook.

Liberty T-Shirt Days
September 27
October 18
November 22
December 20
January 31
February 28
March 27
April 24
May 15

Time Remaining To Register for Chessmates. If you
haven't signed up for Chessmates there is still time.
Classes begin September 6, 2019, register now. CLICK
HERE for more information.

Emergency-Drill Success. Students on Tuesday, did a
great job learning what to do in various emergency
situations at school. The entire LCS staff, under guidance
from local emergency responders and LCS’s Director of
Security, annually update and improve the school’s
response procedures. Together, students, faculty, and
administration practiced what to do in cases of a fire
alarm, a tornado warning, and different levels of security
disturbances. Students took these drills seriously, and did
a really nice job. For more information about Liberty’s
objectives for school security, please CLICK HERE. To

read an article written by Headmaster Schaffer for a
national school-security magazine, please CLICK
HERE. Way to go Eagles!
LCS students practiced taking cover Tuesday during the school
year’s first tornado drill.

Need Before-School Childcare at Liberty? Fill out a survey – ASAP – to help
ascertain whether there’s sufficient interest to open a before-school childcare option
here at Liberty Common elementary school. 1st Choice After School Kare has heard
from a handful of interested parents, but not quite enough to launch the program. Please
CLICK HERE for more information, and instructions on how to express your interest
today.

School Supplies Available. We received a generous
donation of school supplies from CSU's School-Is-Cool
program. The program is a community-outreach effort
managed and organized by Colorado State University
employees. School Is Cool provides essential school
supplies to less-fortunate students to make sure they
have the tools they need to start the school year off
right. If students are in need of school supplies, they
should feel free to stop by the front office to pick up a
sport sack with supplies inside.

Student Directory Opt-Out Form. Please print and sign
this form for your student if you would like to Opt-out from
the school-wide directory. Return this form to the front
office

Volunteer Opportunities at Liberty Common
Volunteering at LCS.
Liberty Common School values parent
involvement. Volunteering has a positive effect
on student achievement and enhances the
educational experience for the entire school
community;
staff,
faculty,
parents
and
students. If you are interested in volunteering at
LCS and have not previously registered as a
volunteer, CLICK HERE to register.

Volunteers are needed for M rs. Nichols K-3rd-

Grade art classes for the first semester. CLICK
HERE for Sign-Up Genius.

M rs. Auble is seeking Latin volunteers to
aid in copying and grading. Very flexible
with schedule and papers may be taken
home to grade. Knowledge of Latin is not
necessary. Please contact Liberty Latin
teacher, Cassie Auble if interested.

M rs. Gowing, needs volunteers to lend a hand in
the library shelving books, covering books, and
designing and assembling bulletin boards. Flexible
hours available. Please email your availability to
M rs. Gowing and begin volunteering immediately.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention
all Liberty Common dads, granddads,
uncles, etc: Please sign up with the Liberty
WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad M r. Wes
Cardenas, WatchD.O.G coordinator,
urges all adult men in the LCS family to
spend some time in the school during the
school year assisting with the ebb and flow
of 612 students . It’s a great experience,
and makes a big positive difference in the
life of our excellent school. CLICK HERE
to sign up and get a date or two (or more)
on the calendar, and to let all LCS
students know they can count on you this
year to be a WatchD.O.G.

Alumni Update from Jonathan Ruska, LCHS ’13.

He’s hitched! Wedding bells rang last weekend for LCHS Class of 2013 alumnus
Jonathan Ruska, and his bride Jasmyn M aree. The pair swapped their “I dos” in
Pleasant Grove, Utah, which is now home.
In April, Jonathan was promoted to manager at a restaurant where he’s been working for
the past year or so. He met his wife through their church. The couple is now laying plans
to ramp up their own business under the mentorship of a successful entrepreneur with
whom they’ve become acquainted. Jonathan loves an old adage that has stuck with him,
“Talent sets the stage, character sets the ceiling.”
He says he owes much of his successes, so far, in life to Liberty’s Capstone Virtues. “I
give most of the credit for the development of my character to Liberty,” he said yesterday
in a phone interview. Looking back, Jonathan says he’s grateful for Liberty’s Dress
Code, too. “I won some Dress-Code awards when I was at Liberty. They worked! Ever
since, I’ve discovered that what they say – ‘dress for success’ – is really true.”
For similar reasons, Jonathan said he remembers his high-school soccer coach M r. Dan
Knab as being a great instructor about the game, but even more for making character
the most important priority. “He (Knab) was my coach, and had a big impact on me,”
Ruska said. “I was really proud to read about how Mr. Knab’s efforts to promote
sportsmanship are now being used by other schools in Colorado.” Ruska said Knab’s
approach was similar to the way the entire Liberty faculty impacted him. “I remember all
the teachers just caring about me as a person, not just a student,” he said. “I could
always count on them to look out for me, and help me.”
Ruska advises current Liberty students to “keep your head up. Don’t be discouraged. If
you’re struggling, don’t be afraid to reach out to peers or faculty for help. That’s what the
school is for.”
The new Mrs. Ruska reports, “This past Saturday, I held hands and made promises with
this crazy-handsome, truly amazing and most patient and kind man in the world! As we
became husband and wife in front of a small group of family and friends, I was
overwhelmed with so much gratitude – gratitude for those sitting before us showing their
support, to those who helped us plan a beautiful and perfect wedding, and to God for
allowing us to find each other. But I am most grateful for this human I get to now call my
husband. Jonathan, thank you for choosing me! Thank you for reminding me how to
smile! And most importantly, thank you for helping me find my joy! Goodness, I love you
Babe!”
…and that, is the pathway of what we know as “the good life.” Congratulations Jasmyn
and Jonathan on this blessed milestone. Everyone at your alma mater is quite proud of
you, and exceedingly happy for you.

Every Family A Donor
Affiliate Donations. Liberty is a partner with several organizations that give back to
Liberty while you shop. Please consider participating in one or all of these programs:

Amazon Smile. Earn money for Liberty while you shop through smile.amazon.com.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Liberty every time you
shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the same low
prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the
added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price back to Liberty.
Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core Knowledge Charter School
Foundation.” CKC School Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit
organization. You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’ The AmazonSmile Foundation
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases back to
Liberty.

King Soopers. You shop for groceries and King Soopers
gives to our school. All you need is a King Soopers
Loyalty account and you can pay for your groceries with
the payment method of your choice. To participate, follow
these steps:
1. Visit http://www.kingsoopers.com,
2. Click on Savings & Rewards, then select
Community Rewards in the menu,
3. Log-in or create an account,
4. Search for Liberty Common School,
5. Click on Enroll.
That’s it. Now every time you make a purchase at King Soopers, either swipe your King
Soopers Loyalty Card or click on “Alt ID” on the keypad and enter your phone number.
Then purchase with the payment method of your choice. Liberty will receive a
percentage of every dollar you spend. Please don’t wait - enroll today.
*Use your loyalty number at Loaf ’n Jug gas stations, City Market, Fred Meyer, Kroger,
and more. Encourage your extended family to participate from wherever they live.

Box Tops for Education. Hundreds of grocery products that you know and love are a
part of this program and it is easier than ever to participate.
1. Download the Box Tops for Education app to your phone.
2. Create an account and select Liberty Common School as your school.
3. Buy Box Tops Products. Look for the Box Tops for Education Logo on hundreds of
products you know and love.
4. Scan your receipt into the Box Tops app by snapping a photo of your receipt within 14
days of purchase.
5. That’s it.

M orning Fresh Dairy. Collect bottle caps from your
dairy products and drop them off at the elementary school
campus. Then Morning Fresh gives back to our school.
Simple.

Show Your School Spirit and
check-out Liberty sports wear.
CLICK HERE to see choose your
favorite Liberty swag. Orders are
delivered to the school and can be
picked up by parents.

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

High School M ountain Bike Team. Kade
Kreikemeier represented Fort Collins this past
weekend in Frisco at the National Interscholastic
Cycling Association (NICA) for Colorado. Kade
placed 1st for all freshman for the northern
division of the state. There will be three more
races and a north and south championship race
in Durango for the title of freshman High School
State Champion. Congratulations.

JH Cross Country
Thur, 8/29, 4PM, Away, at St. Vrain.
JH Soccer
Wed, 9/4, 4PM, Home, vs Weld Central.
Fri, 9/6 4PM, Home, vs Frontier Academy.
7th Volleyball
Wed, 9/4, 4PM, Home, Ft. Lupton (4-pack).
8th Volleyball

Wed, 9/4, 4PM, Home, Ft. Lupton (4-pack).
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (8th); Contact Coach M atthews (7th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach M atthews (7th); Contact Coach Hart (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Horner (Boys); TBD (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Lanciotti (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports:
HS Cross Country
Fri, 8/30, 2PM, Away, Horizon Invitational, Riverdale Regional Park, Brighton.
Fri, 9/6, 4pm, Away, Wyoming Invitational, Little America Golf Course, Cheyenne.
HS Soccer
Nothing this week.
HS Volleyball
Tues, 9/3, 4:30; 5:30; 6:30, Home, vs Manual.
Thur, 9/5, 4:30; 5:30; 6:30,, Away, at Lyons.
Sat, 9/7, 9am, Away, at Dawson Tournament.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
M anners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 76. Introductions. When you bring your
friends to your home, always introduce them to your
mother and other members of the family. Your mother is
always the hostess in the home, although the boy acts as
host and the girl is a hostess too.”

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by
the Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors.
A link to the full article will be included at the end of the
section to read the article in its entirety.

Who Owns Our School?
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
A rather active parent of longstanding membership in the Liberty community asked me
once, “So, who actually owns Liberty?” Yes, I suppose the answer is confusing, but it’s
quite important nonetheless.
Parents own Liberty. But how we own it is an intricate construct: (CLICK HERE to
continue reading).

News Worth Repeating
Lunch Ordering. Lunch Service will begin Sept.
9th. Please send your student with sack lunches
until then. Order school lunches by CLICKING
HERE. We have great restaurants delivering fresh
hot meals each week. The order deadline is 1pm
the day before so you still have plenty of time.

Join FFL Robotics. You've seen the emails. You've
heard the talk. Now you want to know more. What is the
Liberty FLL Robotics program all about? (Hint: Fun with
STEM) What are the age ranges? (Hint: 9-14) Who can
participate? (Hint: 4th grade - 8th grade). Come to an
information meeting Friday, August 30th from 3:15PM – 4PM at LCS to find out more.
See posters for location. CLICK HERE to complete and application and CLICK HERE for
frequently asked questions.

Calling All Theatre
Parents. The school year is
upon us, and so begins the
2019-2020 season of the
Liberty Common Theatre.
This year, the elementary
and high school theatre
programs will be hosting a
combined parent information
night on Mon 9 Sep 2019 at
6:30 PM in the Great Hall at
Liberty Common High
School. We will announce
this season's shows for both
schools, explain our direction
for the program, and seek
volunteers to help with our shows. We can't wait to see you.

2019-2020 School Calendar
Sept. 2 | Labor Day.
Oct. 25 | Parent/Teacher Conferences.
Nov. 27-29|Thanksgiving Break.
Dec. 23-Jan. 3 | Winter Break.
Jan. 20 | Martin Luther King Day.
Feb. 14 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb. 17 | Presidents Day.
M arch 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
M ay 22 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00.

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925

Ben Friesen: 303-435-3873
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
You may contact all members on our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meetings- September 26, 2019, 6:00PM, LCHS Acropolis

