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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
Next week is Harriet Beecher Stowe Week at Liberty Common
Next week is Harriet Beecher Stowe week at
LCS. Stowe was an author and social activist best
known for her popular anti-slavery novel Uncle Tom’s
Cabin. Stowe was born on June 14, 1811, in Litchfield,
Connecticut. Stowe achieved national fame for her anti-

slavery novel, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, which fanned the
flames of sectionalism before the Civil War. Stowe died
in Hartford, Connecticut, on July 1, 1896.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Hail The Seniors
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Statehouse edicts postponed indefinitely their graduation ceremony. Political caprice
denied their prom. Fourth-quarter traditions, and other rites of passage were summarily
canceled by the stroke of an executive-order signature.
Common knowledge, common virtue, and common sense, however, empowered LCHS
seniors with clear pathways to post-secondary enrollment at America’s top
institutions. They pulled down millions of dollars in academic scholarships.
For them, knowledge, virtue, and wisdom are already paying off – munificently.

On Tuesday, most scholarship winners drove along a gauntlet of adoring instructors, staff,
and administrators assembled in a chilly morning fog to cheer on graduates making way to
the final celebratory station. Each received a giant cinnamon roll.
Seniors parked their cars, rolled down windows, and chatted over the baked treats. As it
grew, the gathering of cherished classmates proved too magnetic. Groups spontaneously
formed across the parking lot.

High-voltage conversations arced across regulated physical distances. Eyes beamed
joy. Smiles overpowered facemasks. The charged voices pitched fraternal love to and
from each member of this impressive LCHS Class of 2020. I took a picture.
They’ve made school history together, and we’ll surely remember them forever.

All Liberty-Newsworthy Notices
Mr. Knab Moving On. LCS Athletic Director/Director of Security Mr.
Dan Knab announced this week he is leaving his post at Liberty in
order to become the new athletic director at a nearby high school. In
addition to being a Liberty parent (3X), he is among the LCHS
founders having helped lead the charge to add a new high school
over ten years ago. His vision for our school’s athletics component
has shaped the program to what it is today – a respected model of
success, and sportsmanship known throughout Colorado. The
school is grateful to Mr. Knab for his service and dedication to its
students and families. We congratulate him, and wish him well in his new position.

Athletic-Director Position Open. With this week’s announcement Mr. Knab is resigning
his position at Liberty Common School, the school has opened a search for its next
fulltime athletic director. Please CLICK HERE to see the job posting. Please assist by
passing this notice along to anyone who might be a perfect candidate.

Year-End Message From The LCS Board Of Directors.
Dear Liberty Family,
Grateful. Grateful is how I feel as Liberty’s 2019/2020 school year comes to a close. I’m
grateful for Liberty’s dedicated and resourceful administration, faculty and staff. I’m
grateful for Liberty’s flexible students and understanding families. I’m grateful for the
opportunity to listen in to my kids’ classes, learning from our expert teachers about
fascinating things such as the Pilgrims, the Constitution and Animal Farm. And, let’s be
honest, parents, I’m grateful our school calendar is ending early! (Please CLICK HERE to
read the rest of this important message).

Bonus Week-Off For LCS Staff. In recognition of the hard work and focused
professionalism of the entire Liberty faculty, support staff, and administration, Headmaster
Schaffer has directed both campuses be shut down throughout the entire week of
Memorial Day – starting Friday afternoon on May 23 rd through Monday morning June
1st. The week was originally scheduled to be the final, wrap-up work week for
faculty. Due to the remarkable efficiency, and success of the school’s 4th-quarter
transition to a temporary online instructional platform, the school is able to complete its
year-end wrap-up routines early. The week will instead be set aside for a year-end, paidtime-off bonus for all employees of our excellent organization.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Reminders for Drop-Off and Pick-Up. This upcoming week,
Monday, May 18th- Thursday May 21st., from 9-noon, we will begin
the transition to our schools' summer break with parents dropping off
students books, Chromebooks, and other school-related items and
picking-up year end materials. Please CLICK HERE to view the four
day schedule and read Mr. Churchill's letter for important details and
logistics.
Please note:
Face coverings and 6ft. social distancing are required at all times while in the gym.
Due to COVID19, delivery of yearbooks from our distributor has been delayed.
Families will be notified upon arrival, and pick-up arrangements will be shared.
A drop-off area will be available for parents to bring gently worn dress-code clothes.
Please have all clothing items in a plastic bag.
Box-Tops for Education can also be dropped off at a designated collection box.
All lost-and-found items not claimed by noon on Thursday, May 21st., will be
donated to charity.
Library books can also be returned during drop-off times.

Elementary School Calendar
May 18 - 21| Drop-off and Pick-up School Materials | CLICK HERE.
May 22 | LCS Summer Send-off Parade | 10:00 AM (See nearby article for
more information).
May 25-29 | School Building and Office Closed.
May 28 | BOD Meeting | 6:00PM.

From Mrs. Sandy Stoltzfus, LCS
Assistant Principal

Summertime, Summertime, Sum Sum Summertime.
Although the lyrics of the 1958 hit song by The Jamies
are a bit cheeky, the chorus of this iconic summertime
song keeps running through my mind. I welcome the
playful beat in anticipation of the coming season, and
change of pace. Sum Sum Summertime.

After a successful, yet arduous, fourth quarter, our
hard-working students, staff, and parents are eager to
transition into summertime a little earlier than
usual. Having a few extra weeks to literally unplug is a
well-deserved reward for crossing the finish line of the
19-20 school year. Well done.
All Liberty Common students will continue reading
Great Books and will leisurely progress through their
summer packets in order to keep their minds and skills
sharp. However, many ambitious students, some after
only a few short weeks off, will head back to class. They
will take advantage of the invaluable opportunities for
academic remediation and enrichment offered by our
remarkable Liberty Common teachers. Students will
grow academically by refining their reading, grammar,
writing, math and foreign-language skills in a smallgroup setting. Junior-high and high-school students will earn credit by taking some of their
required classes.
We will continue to improvise, adapt, overcome, and love into the summertime, and we will
do so with excellence. Our families have experienced our unwavering commitment to
excellence during this season of online learning, and they have generously expressed
their gratitude and appreciation. We are proud of our online execution, but do not be
fooled, we wholeheartedly believe learning occurs best in person. Our convictions and
commitment to a classically oriented model of direct instruction is unwavering. Our
classes are designed to be delivered in person, with dynamic engagement and
conversation between our brilliant instructors and astute students. If and when it is
possible, we will resume doing just that.
Although things may look a little different
this summer, we will still offer our worldclass summer academic programs (K12).
In the spirit of excellence, we are
committed to meeting and exceeding
state and county guidance in our
response to COVID-19. In keeping with
the current guidelines, teachers have the
choice of offering their June classes
online or in-person if they have fewer
than ten students enrolled. Unless the
requirements change by early June, the classroom environment will still feel
different. Teachers and students will be spread out and wearing masks, but they will be
learning and growing together, it will be wonderful (specific details can be found on the
school’s COVID-19 Response Page—CLICK HERE).
June classes with ten or more students enrolled will be conducted online, unless the
requirements released by early June permit larger gatherings.
Teachers of June summer-school classes will be in touch with families soon to
communicate the specific format and details of their classes.
The delivery and format of our elementary summer camp in July, along with high-school
courses offered in July and August, will be determined based on the state and local
guidance provided in late June.
Again, we are committed to providing our students the best opportunity to grow and learn,
which we believe is in-person.
Check regularly for updated information about the school’s operational status which is
maintained at the school’s COVID-19 Response webpage – CLICK HERE.

It’s not too late to register for the outstanding Liberty Common summer programs. CLICK
HERE to learn more about the elementary-school summer-camp offerings, or HERE for
the junior-high and high-school summer opportunities.
Enjoy the summertime!

Alumni Update From Gabi Stokely, LCHS ’18, now

attending Lawrence University in Appleton, WI.

Congratulations are in order for Gabi Stokely who was named a Clare Booth Luce
Scholar at Lawrence University in Appleton, Wisconsin where the 2018 LCHS alumna is
double majoring in math, and East-Asian studies. This award is providing Gabi with
an opportunity to spend her summer being paid to do what she loves – math.
More specifically, she will be examining the relationship between graph theory and chip
firing. Although this experience is typically offered on campus, Gabi will be working
remotely from her home right here in Fort Collins. In addition to her stipend, she will
receive mentorship, research experience, and an opportunity to present her research at a
future conference.
Gabi is thriving at Lawrence, a small liberal-arts university. She is learning Japanese and
was accepted to a study-abroad program in Tokyo. Originally planned for this-coming fall
semester, it has been delayed due to coronavirus, and Gabi now anticipates a semester in
Japan in 2021.
In her two years as an LU Viking, she has excelled in her classes, placed third in the 2020
Great Midwest Trivia Contest, served on the board of People for Animal Welfare (PAW),
co-founded the Lawrence University Neurodiversity Group (LUNG), and participated in
various clubs, including Women in Mathematics and Gaming Club.
When asked what advice she'd give to a current Liberty student, she said, "To those of
you struggling to fit in in high school, don't be discouraged. In high school, I was awkward
and didn't feel like I had a place, and I had a hard time looking past high school. Then, I
found myself in a place where I felt like I could be myself. It took time and patience, but
I've found a home and people who understand and support me. When choosing a college,
the most important thing is environment. When you've found a community that feels right,
that feels like home, that's when you know."
Go Vikings!

Every Family A Donor

Invest In The Future During COVID-19. With the current economic downturn and the
resultant drop in state revenues, we will be faced with reduced state funding very
soon. People have been asking what is our most practical need right now. Answer: Pay
down our debt. The compounded-interest savings are a huge benefit to the school. Doing
so frees up funds that can be used to pay our expert teachers and ensure our continued
educational success. Please consider giving to Invest in the Future of Liberty
Common School. Together we are #LibertyCommonUnited.

Thank You Sunset Soirée Sponsors. Even though we were unable to host our spring
fundraising event, several sponsors generously donated their sponsorship gift to our
school. We are grateful for their partnership and support.

Grant Writing Team Forming. Do you have experience in writing for grant applications?
We are forming a grant-writing team that can assist us in applying for funds that will help
our school to thrive. To join the team, email Brett Harkey.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good Manners
used in Household Science" class of that day:
“Rule No. 111. Pouring. At a tea, each guest helps
himself at the tea-table, and carries his plate to a chair in
the dining-room, or sometimes in the living-room. Two
friends of the hostess preside at the pots of beverage
and “pour.” Those who “pour” are chosen for their social
grace. They wear hats and afternoon frocks, that add to
the artistic effect of the tea-table. They speak to each
guests, and further the spirit of hospitality around the tea-table.
"A maid or hired help does not appear at a tea except to replenish the dishes of food and
to take away the soiled dishes.“

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

High-School Coach Meetings. Monday, June 1st. Come meet with your coach and
receive summer off-season information. A map of where your team is meeting will be
posted just inside the 'Main Event Entry' doors. (Exception: Cross-Country - see below).
The coaches can't wait to meet with you.
Men's Teams
11:00am - Men's Soccer.
11:30am - Men's Basketball.
12:00pm - Men's Baseball.
12:30pm - Track & Field.
1:00pm - Men's Swim.
Women's Teams
11:00am - Volleyball.
11:30am - Women's Basketball.
12:00pm - Women's Soccer.
12:30pm - Track & Field.
1:00pm - Women's Swim.
7:00pm - Men's and Women's Cross Country at Edora Park by gazebo.

News Worth Repeating
Liberty Common School
Summer-Send-Off Car
Parade.
Please join us on Friday, May
22nd so the Liberty staff can
say goodbye and send well
wishes to the students. The
parade will begin at 10:00 AM.
Refer to the times and parade
route below and cruise by the

school to wave and say
goodbye to our teachers and
staff.
Please show up at the school
at the times below based on
first letter of your family's last
name. We miss you all. Hope
you can make it!
Queue Up Time First Letter of
Last Name:
10:00 AM: A-F
10:30 AM: G-L
11:00 AM: M-R
11:30 AM: S-Z

Important Graduation Update. Our planned commencement ceremony for May 22 will
need to be postponed. New specific guidance, which was released earlier this week by
the state government, has necessitated this change. Unfortunately, in the context of our
current pandemic, all plans are contingent.
Graduation is now scheduled for the morning of July 25. It is planned to take place outside
at Everett Field on the elementary school grounds. Attendees may be limited to graduates,
their parents, administrators, the BOD Chair, and those directly participating in the
program. If we are able to expand our audience under the best guidance available at that
time, rest assured we will do so. More details will be forthcoming when available.

School Job Openings. Please visit our website to view the job openings for the 20202021 school year. Referrals are often the best source for employees, so please pass these
along if you know of anyone who would be an excellent teaching assistant or AST
paraprofessional.

School Supplies Made Simple. Next year, Liberty will be working with a company called
Educational Products, Inc., which will provide an option for parents to easily purchase
school supplies. The option enables parents to purchase all supplies in one transaction,
and they’ll show up on your front step before school starts. Parents may begin ordering
supplies beginning April 6 thru June 14. Click here to order and remember to use
Liberty’s School ID: LIB145. We hope this service proves to be beneficial to lots of Liberty
families, and restores for parents a big chunk of back-to-school time, and money.

Medication Reminder. Please remember to pick up any
medications or supplies your student may have in the
health office by 10AM on Friday, May 22nd, or the
medications will be disposed of. You are always welcome
to pick them up anytime between 8:00AM and 3:00PM
daily. Please email Mrs. Miller with any questions.

Elementary Summer Academic Camp. Reading and
math instruction are boosted in LCS's elementary Summer
Academic Camp designed for students who need extra
academic support to maintain their progress. Spots are
filling quickly, so register now.
CLICK HERE to review the Summer Camp Information

Guide or HERE to go straight to the registration site. Please review the registration
information thoroughly before signing up.
Please note: Summer Art Camp has been canceled for this summer. Mrs. Nichols hopes
to offer it again in the future.
Contact Mrs. Stoltzfus, LCS Assistant Principal/Summer School Coordinator, with any
questions or concerns.

Rising 9th-Grade Athletes. Contact your new coach by email to get your Zoom meeting
set up (click on their name below).
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact TBD (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer (boys & girls) - Coach Greenlaw.
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact TBD (7th) Coach Krueger (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Men's Basketball - Coach Faw.
Women's Basketball - Coach Johnson
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women - Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women - Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Aug. 24 | Classes Begin
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions 2020-2021 School Year
Sept. 7 | Labor Day
Oct. 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 25-27 | Thanksgiving
Dec. 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan. 18 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 12 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 15 | President's Day
March 15-19 | Spring Break
April 2 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors

at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- May 28 | 6:00PM

STAY CONNECTED






Visit our website

Join our Mailing List

Giving to Liberty



