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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
Next week is Sir William Blackstone Week at Liberty Common
Sir William Blackstone was an English jurist, whose
opus, Commentaries on the Laws of England, is the best-known
description of the doctrines of English law. A modern study
revealed that Commentaries was cited nearly 10,000 times by

American courts between 1789 and 1915, and became the basis
of university legal education in England and North America. Among
other declarations, Blackstone wrote in Commentaries that there
are three primary personal rights: personal security, personal
liberty, and right of private property.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

The Price of Pandemics And Bureaucracy
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
The pandemic has undercut the state’s economy which undercuts state and local tax
collections which undercuts school funding. The primary sources of revenue we (and all
public schools) receive are state income taxes, state sales taxes, and local property
taxes. As a qualified public charity, we rely on donations, too.
Running a great school is hard, and it’s about to get harder. I believe parents should be
aware of a few things looming on the Liberty Common School horizon.
In mid-March, the state projected a 2.5% increase in school funding for the next school
year. This week, that prediction plunged to a range of -5% to -10%. The vast majority of
Liberty’s expenditures is on classroom instructors and support staff.

This comes at a time when regulatory expenses are surging. New, costly employment
laws are kicking in. Assessments to the state-run retirement fund, which we’re mandated

to participate in, are skyrocketing. City utilities, and insurance premiums are soaring.
Financial reporting, school-accounting standards, student-data reporting requirements,
building codes, even bus-inspection compliance get more complex and invasive on a
perpetual basis.
To better deal with it all, we’re restructuring our school’s business-management
operations. Hiring a Chief Operating Officer is part of the strategy to keep as much
regulatory interference out of classrooms as possible. Please read more about him
elsewhere in today’s newsletter.
Our school’s habit in the face of challenge is to improvise, adapt, overcome, and
love. Today, I add “transparency” to the list, so we can all brace ourselves for tough times
ahead, and be prepared to assist, pitch in, pray, and prevail.

All Liberty-Newsworthy Notices

Mrs. Tricia Diehl

Mr. Todd Arndorfer

Open Board Seats Determined. We are proud to announce Liberty parents Mrs. Tricia
Diehl and Mr. Todd Arndorfer will serve on the school’s Board of Directors for new terms
begin in July. Congratulations to both of them! A third candidate, Mr. Rick Wrona,
withdrew his candidacy upon his being hired by the school as Chief Operating Officer. To
learn more about the Board, please CLICK HERE.
Thank you to everyone who voted. Everyone in our school community is encouraged to
extend gestures of gratitude to these candidates when you see them next around the
school.These parents/candidates stepped up in heroic ways to offer their time,
considerable talents, and big hearts to assist in the oversight and guidance of our
excellent school. Indeed, their dedication to their own families, to their children’s education
and, by extension, to all children who attend Liberty Common School, are bold acts of
authentic valor – the kind upon which our Republic depends.

New COO Hired. Please help welcome to the
school’s administration Liberty parent Mr. Rick
Wrona as fulltime Chief Operating Officer. As publicschool regulatory laws, labor laws, student-dataprivacy laws, transportation standards, building codes,
security needs, legal complexity, and government
financial standards expand in intensity (and with no
end in sight), we’re restructuring our businessservices and operations shop. Mr. Wrona will oversee
non-academic functions of the school with the main

goal of minimizing bureaucracy in the classrooms, and freeing instructors to focus on
world-class instruction. Rick is father to four Liberty students, and was recently the
school’s junior-high boys soccer coach. He brings to the administration over twenty-five
years of professional experience focused on leadership, strategy development,
organizational improvement, and operations planning. Most of Rick’s career has been in
service to the Republic as an officer in the U.S. Army. He’s a U.S. Naval Academy
graduate, earned a Master’s degree from Johns Hopkins University, obtained diplomas
and certifications in various military specialties, including a three-year teaching post at the
US Military Academy at West Point. For the past five years, Rick has adapted skills
acquired in the Profession-of-Arms to the civilian sector at Hewlett Packard Enterprise,
and running his own consulting company. Though he’s getting acclimated by attending a
bunch of staff meetings this week, his official first day on the job is today. Hooah!

School Legend Retiring. It is with heartfelt appreciation that we
announce the retirement of Mr. Don Rappenecker, LCHS
Maintenance Coordinator. Mr. Rappenecker has been a central
figure throughout the years as we launched the high school and
expanded the original facility, purchased in 2010, to our beautiful
building in operation now. Day in and day out Mr. Rappenecker has
been faithful and diligent in ensuring the building and grounds are in
tip-top shape and he is beloved by students, staff, faculty, and the
administration. We will certainly miss him, but wish him well in his
retirement years. A job posting to find his replacement is now on
our website and can be found by CLICKING HERE.

Pandemic Guidance. Wash hands, wear masks, maintain physical distance, cover
sneezes, stay home if you’re sick, etc. The latest guidance on interacting with the school is
found at the Liberty Common School COVID-19 webpage – CLICK HERE. You’ll also find
information there about the school’s operational status, school-employee guidance, yearend procedures for dropping off and picking up school supplies, graduation, and even a
summer-break farewell parade at the elementary school. Please check this page
regularly.

Elementary School Newsworthy Notices
Return School Materials, Clean Out Desks,
Lockers. Please CLICK HERE to see the schedule and
other important information regarding picking up year-end
student items from the school, and dropping off books,
Chromebooks, and other school-related
materials. Principal Churchill has devised a plan for
families to safely drop-off, and pick-up materials as we
make the transition to the school’s summer break. Please
carefully read Mr. Churchill's letter for important details and logistics.

Summer Send-off Car Parade. Honk and
wave goodbye to teachers and staff for the
summer. CLICK HERE to read the full
invitation, relevant details, and to view the
“teacher-parade route.”

LCS Awards Ceremonies. Our annual academic awards ceremony will continue this
year through online teleconference. Students and their families are invited to this special
event. Teachers will give out academic awards for classes, honor roll will be celebrated,
and a number of special school-wide awards will be announced. You won't want to miss
celebrating these impressive scholars who have achieved so much under
difficult circumstances. The event will be held on Thursday, May 14th. Please see award

times and links below.
Times
8:15-9:15
9:30-10:30
12:30-1:30
1:45-2:45

Grade
K
1-2
3-4
5-6

Online Teleconference
CLICK HERE
CLICK HERE
CLICK HERE
CLICK HERE

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of the Week
The Stuff of Daydreams. Easily one of
my all-time favorite illustrators, Trina
Schart Hyman has often turned her
talents toward writing. One of the best
great books on the primary and 2ndgrade Great Books lists is Hyman’s
particular retelling of Little Red Riding
Hood. Published in 1983, this grim
retelling has all the ingredients of a
classic fairytale - a forest deep and dark, a quest, an enchanted beast, an axe-wielding
hero. With stunning illustrations and a poetic to-the-point telling, Hyman’s Red Riding
Hood is one for the ages. A Caldecott Honor Book, LRRH boasts beautifully brilliant and
detailed artwork; even the border of every page pertains to the story itself. With her
signature style of dark colors and romantic elements, Hyman has imbued many an
author’s written work with unforgettable images form Margaret Hodges to Eric Kimmel.
Ms. Hyman attributed her own personal style to the
great artists of the early 1900s: Arthur Rackham,
Edmund Dulac, the crazy Pre-Raphaelites in England
Howard Pyle, and N.C. Wyeth. A self-proclaimed
skeptic of anything and everything technological, the
artist refused to have any of it in her home. Upon the
birth of her daughter, she made the admirable vow to
fill her home with hundreds upon hundreds of good
books, forgoing anything as “mind-destroying” or “soulsucking” as television sets or computers. While Ms.
Hyman may have been extreme, you cannot argue with
the dazzling beauty that came out of such extremes.
Her art has been attached to some of the most famous
fairytales and folklore in the known world. Look her up
—you won’t be disappointed! Hers is the stuff of
daydreams.

Elementary School Calendar
May 8 | Liberty T-Shirt Day.
May 8 | Last Day of School.
May 14 | Awards Ceremonies.
May 18 - 21| Drop-off and Pick-up School Materials | CLICK HERE.
May 22 | LCS Summer Send-off Parade | 10:00 AM.| CLICK HERE
May 22 | LCHS Graduation | 5:00 PM | LCS Everett Field.
May 28 | BOD Meeting | 6:00PM.

Alumni Update From Anna Garcia Provaznik
(LCHS ’14/Johns Hopkins ’18) Associate

Scientist, ImmunoBiology Group at KSQ
Therapeutics in Cambridge, MA. (previously ran
1/18/19).

Although it has been five years since I graduated from Liberty, I’m increasingly thankful for
the incredible foundation in STEM that I walked away with. A little time and distance has
allowed me to more fully appreciate that my scientific curiosity was sparked in Liberty’s
classrooms and labs. I was able to build a hydrogen-fuel-cell-powered car and write about
how the same technology could someday power pacemakers and insulin pumps, learn
stoichiometry and balance infuriating redox reactions, and I even got to touch a human
brain. All of these experiences helped to establish the path that my life has taken so far.
I graduated in May 2018 from Johns Hopkins University with a bachelor’s degree in
Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering (ChemBE). I know that’s a mouthful, but what I
really graduated with was an understanding of traditional chemical engineering and insight
into the emerging field of of bioengineering. On top of my coursework, I made it a priority
to get involved in the amazing research that is conducted at the Johns Hopkins Hospital. I
was incredibly lucky to have had the opportunity to work in a pediatric-oncology lab with
amazing mentors and colleagues who ignited my passion for immuno-oncology and gave
me the skillset that I needed to get into the biotechnology industry. I am currently working
in Cambridge, Massachusetts as an Associate Scientist in the ImmunoBiology Group at a
biotech startup, KSQ Therapeutics. Every day, I have the privilege of working with an
incredibly smart, driven, and creative group of people committed to improving patients’
lives through novel cancer therapies.
My advice to current students is to never take their opportunities for granted. You may not
realize it now, but those annoying projects (that you are secretly more interested in than
you let on) could be the launchpad to finding your passion, so don’t let your potential go
untapped.
Best,
Anna Garcia Provaznik (‘14)

Every Family A Donor
Discounts And Offers For
Liberty Common
Families. Many Liberty familyowned businesses are offering

discounts for Liberty Common
families. Take a look at
our Business Directory and
support a business connected to
a Liberty family today. Some
businesses have also chosen to
donate a portion of their
proceeds to Liberty Common
School. Business owners: Make
sure your company is
represented by completing this
simple online form.

Sunset Soiree 2021. Our Sunset
Soiree has been rescheduled for
March 5, 2021. The Sunset
Soiree is an important
component of our fundraising
efforts every year—the donations
we receive play a key part in
helping to keep our academic
performance high. If you would
like to read about how to donate
your ticket purchase or if you’d
like a refund, please read the
recent message sent to all
attendees.

Art Corner
Liberty Family Art Challenge - Mrs. Nichols, art teacher extraordinaire, recently posted
a challenge on Liberty Common School Community Facebook page encouraging
Liberty families to recreate a masterpiece of art. This week’s art classes, k-4 are reviewing
our Core Knowledge Masterpieces.

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Homework About Homework
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
It’s a unanimous response. Ask any Liberty student whether
they have too much homework and the answer is “yes.”
Put the same question to LCHS graduates, and you’ll get a
deeper, more reflective reply. Following are a couple
examples.
From Johns Hopkins University, Anna Garcia (LCHS ’14)
wrote, “For me, the main difference between homework in high school and homework in
college is that rather than having small problem sets due daily (in high school), there are
30-40 question problem sets due weekly (in classes such as math and science). It really is
a kind of forced ...(Click Here) to continue reading.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of that
day:
“Rule No. 109. The Beverage. The teapot and teacups
are placed on a tray at one end of the table. Cream,
sugar, and slices of lemon are placed close to the tray.
At the other end of the table is placed another beverage,
if it is to be served ; that is, chocolate, coffee, hot spiced
grape-juice, iced tea, punch, or frappe.”

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

New Coaches. Click HERE to meet the new LCHS women's basketball coaches, and
click HERE to meet the new LCHS men's basketball coaches.
Summer Athletic Camps and Off-Season Training. Contact your coach by email to get
your off-season training dates and camps this summer.
Rising 9th-Grade Athletes. Contact your new coach by email to get your Zoom meeting
set up (click on their name below).
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact TBD (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer (boys & girls) - Coach Greenlaw.
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact TBD (7th) Coach Krueger (8th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:

Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Men's Basketball - Coach Faw.
Women's Basketball - Coach Johnson
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women - Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women - Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

News Worth Repeating
Teacher-Aide Positions Open. Teacher-Aide
(TAs) positions at LCS are open for next year
and we need great candidates to apply. TAs
play a critical role in accomplishing the
school’s mission by providing daily support to
our teachers, and students. Those qualified
and interested should apply immediately. The
job description and application process can be
found on the school’s website, CLICK
HERE. Know a perfect candidate? Please
pass this posting along.

AST Paraprofessional Position Open. Liberty Common High School is looking for a
exemplary candidate to join it's Academic Support Team for the upcoming school year.
CLICK HERE to view the job posting.

School Job Openings. Please visit our website to view the job openings for the 20202021 school year. Referrals are often the best source for employees, so please pass these
along if you know of anyone who would be an excellent teaching assistant or AST
paraprofessional.

Invest In The Future During COVID-19. Last fall, we
launched a fundraising campaign called “Invest in the
Future” wherein our goal is to raise $300,000 towards
paying down a significant portion of the school’s
debt. To date, we have raised over $225,000. With
the current economic downturn and the resultant drop
in state revenues, we will likely be faced with reduced
state funding very soon. People have been asking
what is our most practical need right
now. Answer: Pay down this debt. The compoundedinterest savings are a huge benefit to the
school. Doing so frees up funds that can be used to pay our expert teachers and ensure
our continued educational success. If you’re in a position to consider donating in a way
that has maximum, long-term pay off for our school, please consider giving to the Invest
in the Future of Liberty Common School.

Love and Logic® Tips. The Love and Logic Institute provides commonsense parenting
strategies that can be accessed free by CLICKING HERE. Techniques described help to
empathetically enforce consistent and effective expectations, avoid power struggles, and
preserve loving parent-child relationships. CLICK HERE for a helpful “Taming the Defiant
Child” flowchart graphic. If you need any additional support or assistance, please contact
Mrs. Stoltzfus.

School Supplies Made Simple. Next year, Liberty will be working with a company called
Educational Products, Inc., which will provide an option for parents to easily purchase
school supplies. The option enables parents to purchase all supplies in one transaction,
and they’ll show up on your front step before school starts. Parents may begin ordering
supplies beginning April 6 thru June 14. Click here to order and remember to use
Liberty’s School ID: LIB145. We hope this service proves to be beneficial to lots of Liberty
families, and restores for parents a big chunk of back-to-school time, and money.

Elementary Summer Academic Camp. Reading and
math instruction are boosted in LCS's elementary Summer
Academic Camp designed for students who need extra
academic support to maintain their progress. But, all
students will have a blast at Mrs. Nichols' Summer Art
Camp.
Join Mrs. Nichols for a fun and creative week-long session
of art exploring various art materials and techniques. Spots will fill quickly, so register now.
CLICK HERE to review the Summer Camp Information Guide or HERE to go straight to
the registration site. Please review the registration information thoroughly before signing
up.
Contact Mrs. Stoltzfus, LCS Assistant Principal/Summer School Coordinator, with any
questions or concerns.

LCS Library Still Serving Young Readers. Each Wednesday at 4:00 PM, Mrs. Gowing
is hopping on the Liberty Common School Facebook page live to read some of your
favorite stories. From The Day Crayons Quit to Oh! The Places You’ll Go and everything
in between, your favorite friendly librarian is ready to spread the love of storytelling. If
you’ve finished a Liberty library book, feel free to swing by the school and pop it in the
drop-off bin we’ve set up in the front-entry vestibule. When you do so, shoot Mrs. G an
email letting her know. She will respond with a funny meme, message, or piece of trivia.
Why? Because she misses you. #libertycommonunited

Need Childcare? On-line, at-home education demands families improvise, adapt,
overcome, and love. If your family needs an improvised childcare solution, Assistant
Principal Stoltzfus has a variety of resources to share. CLICK HERE to contact her.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Aug. 24 | Classes Begin
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions 2020-2021 School Year
Sept. 7 | Labor Day
Oct. 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences

Nov. 25-27 | Thanksgiving
Dec. 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan. 18 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 12 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 15 | President's Day
March 15-19 | Spring Break
April 2 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- May 28 | 6:00PM

STAY CONNECTED






Visit our website

Join our Mailing List

Giving to Liberty



