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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
Next week is Adam Smith Week at Liberty Common
Next week is Adam Smith Week at LCS. Adam
Smith (1723-1790) was a Scottish philosopher and
economist who is best known as the author of An
Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth Of
Nations (1776), one of the most influential books ever
written. Smith showed that the vast ‘mercantilist’
edifice of his day was folly. He argued that in a free
exchange, both sides became better off. Quite
simply, nobody would trade if they expected to lose

from it. The buyer profits, just as the seller does. Imports are just as valuable to us as our
exports are to others. Because trade benefits both sides, said Smith, it increases our
prosperity just as surely as do agriculture or manufacturing. A nation’s wealth is not the
quantity of gold and silver in its vaults, but the total of its production and commerce – what
today we would call gross national product.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Brains To Mush
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
There’s no such thing as the right amount of screen time. Every minute a child’s eyes –
the doorway to the brain – are locked onto a screen represents a minute something better
isn’t happening.
This is not to say screen time is always bad. PLEASE CLICK HERE to read Liberty
fourth-grade instructor Mr. Jeff Siener’s plea for “Students Unplugged.” It’s a matter of
temperance.
As we mature, the calculus changes, albeit
marginally. Tolerances expand with age assuming one builds
brain resilience sufficient to withstand the atrophying effects of
screen gazing.
Brain resilience is built by learning, thinking, and training – brain
exercising – the benefits of which are amplified by sleep,
physical activity, human contact, and good nutrition. In contrast,
passive screen gazing turns brains to mush.
Devoid of meaningful interaction, watching tv/movies, playing
computer games, text chatting, even watching an online lecture
contribute to brain atrophy (operating gaming controls, by the way, is not meaningful
interaction).
A redeeming feature of screen time, though nominal, is
facilitating constructive brain engagement – the
interactive quality Liberty’s instructors are attempting to
maintain despite the clumsiness of online
communication. Liberty’s improvised, distance-learning
regimen is intended to convey knowledge, promote
thinking, and prompt brain training, as thoroughly as is
possible.
Thankfully, our temporary online-teaching adaptation
ends in weeks. We’re eager to resume screen-free instruction – which is maximally better
– having made the absolute best of an imperfect situation, and with little to no accrual of
brain mush.

All Liberty-Newsworthy Notices
Love and Logic. Parenting children new to on-line learning can pose significant

challenges. The Love and Logic Institute shares tips to help parents guide their child in
learning curriculum and completing assignments without a power struggle. CLICK HERE
to read this helpful article or CLICK HERE to listen to this week's tip.
Board of Directors Election. This year, three candidates are running for two open seats
on the BOD. Please familiarize yourself with the candidates by clicking here. Voting will
take place during the week of April 20-24. On April 20th, families will receive a ballot via
email. Please know this election is very important. For an election to be official, 50% of all
eligible voters mast cast a ballot. Additionally, each elected member must receive at least
25% of eligible votes.

Elementary School Calendar
April 10 | No School | Good Friday
April 24 | 5th- and 6th-Grade Dessert Theatre, 7:00 PM. Cancelled.
April 25 | 5th- and 6th-Grade Dessert Theatre, 2:00 PM Matinee. Cancelled.
April 27 | Public-Information Night, 6:30 PM. CLICK HERE.
April 30 | BOD Mtg., 6:00PM, LCHS Acropolis.

From Mr. Harkey, LCS Director of
Fundraising and Community
Relations

Fruitful Harvests Require Fertile Fields
By: Brett Harkey
We are fortunate to have a wonderful school community that gives cheerfully and
generously to help make Liberty Common School an outstanding institution. Working with
you has made my job as Director of Fundraising rewarding and exciting. I am also a
parent of Liberty Common students; and as such, I have a personal stake in ensuring
Liberty Common School delivers the highest quality rigorous education possible.
Liberty families, over the past couple of years, have been enthusiastic to support our
school financially, and our donations have been trending significantly upward. In fact, this
year has been our most successful year of fundraising in the history of the school and we
were solidly on track to retire debt in order to free up even more money to be used where
it counts: in the classroom.
…Until COVID-19 appeared on the scene.
This coronavirus threatens not only the health of the infected. Over the course of the past
few weeks, it has stunned the momentum of our school’s upward trend in donations. Our
Sunset Soirée, a significant component in our fundraising plans, had to be postponed. Our
general donations have tapered significantly. Our crowdfunding for student groups and
unique needs within our school have paused. What had been an excellent year for school
fundraising has reversed course rather abruptly.
As we have done in every area of our school, our fundraising department is finding ways
to improvise, adapt, overcome, and love.

CLICK HERE to view a facebook video
from Paninos.
None of this should come as a surprise. Our economy has seen unprecedented losses in
recent days. The success of our fundraising efforts depends, in part, on the success of the
industries which employ and businesses that are owned by Liberty Common School
parents. When our community thrives economically, our school thrives as well.
One way we are responding is by building a Liberty Common School Business
Directory. Purchasing goods and services via this directory strengthens the Liberty
Common community by ensuring the success of those businesses, which in turn, ensures
the success of our school through generous contributions from the families who own and
work for those businesses.

Mr. Michaelsen owner of Matador Mexican Grill located in Fort Collins.
As consumers, please make it a practice to refer to this directory when choosing where to
spend your hard-earned dollars. If you’re choosing to order food for takeout or delivery,
buy it from a restaurant owned by a Liberty family. If you need your windows replaced,
hire someone associated with Liberty. If you need an insurance agent or need to select a
medical practitioner, choose from among those in our Liberty Common School community.
Business Owners and Employees: Please make sure your company is represented by
completing this simple online form.
Helping sustain the fertile fields of fellow Liberty donors through this pandemic-caused
economic downturn will bear a more fruitful harvest for our school. Enlightening young
minds and empowering them to be launched into the world to make a difference is truly a
worthwhile cause. Let’s each do our part to ensure the continued success of our school by
ensuring the continued success of our community.

2019-2020 School Holidays and Intermissions

April 10 | No School | Good Friday
May 22 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00.

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

LCHS Baseball Team. LCS Athletic Director Dan Knab acknowledges the LCHS baseball
team and Coach Bissell. All year long, the baseball team has sparked school spirit. The
team showed up for every home volleyball, soccer, and basketball game. After school, it
drove to Faith Christian to cheer our women's basketball team to within just a couple
points of what would have been one of the biggest upsets our school has ever seen. The
team volunteered its time to be ushers for the musical. It’s members are the first to
volunteer when something needs to be set up for the school. Its spirit is contagious and
others want to hang out with it. It is a group of men who have grown and matured together
over the last couple of years. It likes to have fun.
The team, however, wasn't completely unselfish about all it does for the school. It
genuinely worked hard to make this one of the best baseball seasons LCHS has ever had.
All year long it anticipated and talked about how excited it was to have its fans watch it
compete. This was the year of expectation. This was the year that all the hard work and
hundreds of hours were to pay off. This team was going to make its mark on the Patriot
League, where baseball championships are many. It was going to be fun to watch and it
wanted to do it in front of its fans.
This team has been building a culture at Liberty Common and Mr. Knab says he is proud
of the men on the team, and what they are becoming. Thank you to the seniors who gave
so much. Mr. Knab says he is proud to call Zach Bissell one of the finest leaders of men
he has ever met, and is proud to call him our LCHS baseball coach. Thank you.

Every Family A Donor
Employer Donation Matching. Many employers
will match your donation to Liberty Common School.
Some companies are even increasing their match
amount in this extraordinary time—for instance,
Hewlett Packard is currently giving 2x your donation
amount to our school. This is a great way for your
giving to go the extra mile. Click Here to find out if
your company participates

King Soopers. You shop for groceries, and King Soopers
gives to our school. All you need is a King Soopers Loyalty
account and you can pay for your groceries with the
payment method of your choice.
To enroll, follow these steps:
1. Click HERE.
2. Click Sign In or Create an Account.
3. Search for Liberty Common School.

4. Click on Enroll.
That’s it. Now every time you make a purchase at King Soopers, either swipe your King
Soopers Loyalty Card or click on “Alt ID” on the keypad and enter your phone number.
Then purchase with the payment method of your choice. Liberty will receive a percentage
of every dollar you spend. Please don’t wait - enroll today.
*Use your loyalty number at Loaf ’n Jug gas stations, City Market, Fred Meyer, Kroger,
and more. Encourage your extended family to participate from wherever they live.

Amazon Smile. In these unprecedented days, you can continue to earn money for Liberty
while you shop at Amazon, at no additional cost to you. When you shop
at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the same low prices, vast selection and convenient
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a
portion of the purchase price back to Liberty.
Simply click here and enter “Core Knowledge Charter School Foundation.” CKC School
Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit organization. You will not find us by
searching for 'Liberty.’ The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase
price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases back to Liberty.

What Every Parent Needs To Know
LCHS Dress Code: “The Rest Of The Story”
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
One attractive feature of Liberty Common School is the
school’s Dress Code. It’s an apposite balance struck between
school uniforms that are often associated with private
institutions and wide-open and unrestricted approaches often
associated with large urban campuses.
And now you’re about to hear…the rest of the story:...(CLICK
HERE to continue reading ).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of that
day:
“Rule No. 105. Hospitality. A tea is one of the most
delightful forms of entertainment, because its success
depends so largely on the spirit of hospitality that
prevails in the home, on the abundance of good
conversation, and on the assembling of congenial
guests, rather than on a large amount of expensive food.
A tea tests the hospitality of the hostess and the
graciousness of the guests.
"Every girl should become familiar with the duties of a hostess, and with the duties of a
guest at a tea. Boys, too, should learn the duties of both, because clubs and fraternities
have open-house days that are very similar to teas.

"A tea may be a rather formal affair, resembling the formal reception, or it may be a most
informal gathering of three or four friends over the teacups.”

Alumni Update From From James Robinson
LCHS ‘18, On Mission In Panama.

LCHS alumnus James Robinson was on a mission trip in Panama when the coronavirus
pandemic hit. He’s home now, thanks to what his dad, LCHS Assistant Principal Dr.
Robert Robinson, describes as “some massive competency, efficiency, and caring on the
part of our embassy in Panama.” The U.S. military airlifted James and his colleagues out
of the country, and back home. The 2018 Salutatorian is visible in the first photo wearing a
dark suit, and a mask. He’s home now, doing fine, and anxious for the pandemic to
end. Go Air Force!

News Worth Repeating
Hashtag For Our Times. To help stay
connected through our “shelter-in-place”
experience, please use
#LibertyCommonUnited on Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram. Share your stories,
pictures, and videos. Smile and shine
online!

School Supplies Made Simple. Next year, Liberty will be working with a company called
Educational Products, Inc., which will provide an option for parents to easily purchase
school supplies. The option enables parents to purchase all supplies in one transaction,
and they’ll show up on your front step before school starts. Parents may begin ordering
supplies beginning April 6 thru June 14. Click here to order and remember to use
Liberty’s School ID: LIB 145. We hope this service proves to be beneficial to lots of Liberty
families, and restores for parents a big chunk of back-to-school time, and money.

Buy Yearbook, Mark Coronavirus History. Students: Someday, your kids and/or
grandkids are going to ask, “Were you alive during the coronavirus pandemic of
2020?” You’ll be able to reach to your bookshelf, pull down your 2020 Liberty Common
School Yearbook, and show them what things were like that year. We have a limited
number of yearbooks still available which are being sold on a first-come-first-served
basis. Because school schedules continue to change, please click here to place your
order online. Thank you - Your Yearbook Staff

LCS Library Still Serving Young Readers. Each Wednesday at 4:00 PM, Mrs. Gowing
is hopping on the Liberty Common School Facebook page live to read some of your
favorite stories. From The Day Crayons Quit to Oh! The Places You’ll Go and everything
in between, your favorite friendly librarian is ready to spread the love of storytelling. If
you’ve finished a Liberty library book, feel free to swing by the school and pop it in the
drop-off bin we’ve set up in the front-entry vestibule. When you do so, shoot Mrs. G an
email letting her know. She will respond with a funny meme, message, or piece of trivia.
Why? Because she misses you. #libertycommonunited

Need Childcare? On-line, at-home education demands families improvise, adapt,
overcome, and love. If your family needs an improvised childcare solution, Assistant
Principal Stoltzfus has a variety of resources to share. CLICK HERE to contact her.

Elementary Summer Academic Camp in reading and
math is designed for students who need extra academic
support to maintain their progress. But, all students will
have a blast at Mrs. Nichols' Summer Art Camp.
Join Mrs. Nichols for a fun and creative week-long week of
art exploring various art materials and techniques. Spots
will fill quickly, so register now.
CLICK HERE to review the Summer Camp Information Guide or HERE to go straight the
registration site. Please review the registration information thoroughly before signing up.
Contact Mrs. Stoltzfus, LCS Assistant Principal/Summer School Coordinator, with any
questions or concerns.

Anti-Charter-School Legislation Being Drafted. The Colorado League of Charter
Schools is tracking a legislative proposal which will negatively impact parental choice in
education, increase financial burdens on charter schools, and undermine charter schools
involved in disputes with local school districts. The proposal directly threatens the Liberty
Board of Director’s primary strategic goal of institutional strength. Please CLICK HERE to
access advocacy opportunities coordinated by the Colorado League of Charter
Schools. Watch for updates and action requests in future editions of Liberty Common
Sense.

Summer Stem Opportunities. STEM-X is holding

summer programs for grades 1-9, June 1-19th. Please
CLICK HERE to register or for more information.

Ask a Scientist. — Thursdays. Join some of BioTek’s Ph.D-trained scientists as they
teach weekly science classes complete with experiments and projects you can do at
home. Content is targeted for 7-12 year-olds, but all are welcome. Bring your curiosity and
your questions.
April 16th: Germs: Naughty or Nice?: Register here.
April 23rd: Anatomy: It’s What’s Inside that Matters!: Register here.
April 30th: Cells are Everywhere!: Register here.

Job Openings. Please visit our website to view the job openings for the 2020-2021
school year. Referrals are often the best source for employees, so please pass these
along if you know of anyone who would be an excellent physical education instructor or an
engineering and math instructor.

Volunteering At LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community, staff, faculty, parents, and students. If you are interested in
volunteering at LCS, and have not previously registered as a volunteer,CLICK HERE to
register.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys); Coach Greenlaw (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); TBD (7th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention all
Liberty Common dads, granddads, uncles,
etc: Please sign up with the Liberty
WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad Mr. Wes Cardenas,
WatchD.O.G coordinator, urges all adult men in
the LCS family to spend some time in the school
during the school year assisting with the ebb and
flow of 612 students. It’s a great experience, and
makes a big positive difference in the life of our
excellent school. CLICK HERE to sign up and
get a date or two (or more) on the calendar, and
to let all LCS students know they can count on you this year to be a WatchD.O.G.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Aug. 24 | Classes Begin
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions 2020-2021 School Year
Sept. 7 | Labor Day
Oct. 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 25-27 | Thanksgiving
Dec. 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan. 18 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 12 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 15 | President's Day
March 15-19 | Spring Break
April 2 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- April 30th | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis

STAY CONNECTED






Visit our website

Join our Mailing List

Giving to Liberty



