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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
Next week is Marcus Porcius Cato Week at Liberty Common
Next week is Cato Week at LCS. Marcus Porcius Cato
(234 – 149BC) or Cato The Elder was a Roman statesman,
orator, and the first Latin prose writer of importance. His dislike
of luxury and ostentation partly explains his deep hatred of the
Scipio family. He himself affected rustic manners and speech,
though he was witty and deeply learned. Cato’s influence on the
growth of Latin literature was immense. He was the author
of Origines, the first history of Rome composed in Latin. As
censor, Cato aimed at preserving the mos majorum (“ancestral
custom”) and combating all Greek influences, which he believed

were undermining older Roman standards of morality.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

High Price Of Disruption
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Lots of Liberty Common School families are suffering heavy economic losses due to
pandemic impacts, and “shelter-in-place” edicts. Some families are seeing plunging
incomes, losing business, losing jobs, and taking big hits on investments.
It breaks my heart. Over the years, I’ve come to know, admire, and love lots of Liberty
families. This school will not let them down.
Those of us who work in public education, like all
government employees, are somewhat
cushioned. Legislators appropriate funds for public
institutions regardless of whether value is actually
produced.
When the money runs out, they print more, and deepen
public debt. All this occurs at the expense of the most
productive, and hardest-working families – the kind that
send their kids to a market-dependent school like ours.
It’s regrettable that the most industrious taxpayers
among us are punished first, and are invariably left
footing the bill; and, I assure everyone, the high price of disruption is not lost on those of
us who are privileged to work at Liberty.
First, most Liberty employees are also parents of Liberty
students, and we take the present challenge personally.
We’re all driven to provide families the best education
possible, even through a pandemic.
Secondly, we’re economizing. While the buildings are
currently closed, we’re reducing institutional expenses that
do not produce appreciable value for students. Our prime
objective is unchanged – to preserve scarce taxpayer
resources for classrooms.

For example, some normal routines of our nighttime
janitorial crew have become temporarily obsolete. The
nearby photo depicts a repurposed team painting walls on
Wednesday.

Closing buildings alters the school’s staffing needs. Expenses not serving our families are
being systematically redirected, or suspended in order to conserve resources for the
harder times we anticipate ahead.
We respect Liberty parents, and all others who produce wealth, create jobs, sustain our
community, pay taxes, and apply their talents in support of schools. Despite the present
disruption, we are obliged to continue working as hard, and as smart as they do.

All Liberty-Newsworthy Notices
Closure Extended. It comes as little surprise that the state has extended its publicschool-closure order to Thursday, April 30th from Friday, April 17 th. That leaves just a
couple weeks of practical learning opportunity beyond the new reopen target, and makes
it less likely that schools will physically open for this school year. Our fingers are crossed
nonetheless. CLICK HERE to read more. Liberty Common School will continue to
improvise, adapt, overcome, and love. A decision to reopen Liberty Common School
buildings in May for in-classroom instruction will be guided by ongoing input from county
and state health officials. Liberty’s decision on reopening its buildings is being made
independent of the one announced yesterday by the Poudre School District regarding
year-end closures of its non-charter schools ( CLICK HERE ). Updates about Liberty
Common School’s plans for transitioning back to in-classroom instruction will be
announced in the Liberty Common Sense newsletter, and at the school’s Online

Education webpage.

Zoom Privacy Statement Updated. With the move to requiring students to use their
Google accounts with Zoom for security reasons, we have updated our Zoom privacy
statement, CLICK HERE for more information and options.

Hashtag For Our Times. Even though there may be social distance between us now, the

Liberty Common School community remains united. To help stay connected through our
“shelter-in-place” experience, please use #LibertyCommonUnited on Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram. Share your stories, pictures, and videos. Smile and shine online!

Liberty Common Business Directory. If you own or represent a local business and
would like to increase patronage from other Liberty Common families, CLICK HERE to
add your business to our new Liberty Common Business Directory.

Elementary School - Newsworthy Notices
Need Childcare? On-line, at-home education demands
families improvise, adapt, overcome, and love. If your
family needs an improvised childcare solution, Assistant
Principal Stoltzfus has a variety of resources to
share. CLICK HERE to contact her.

Whopper Ashore. With her first week of online learning behind her, LCS fourth grader
Hailey Robinson went fishing with her family. The whopping result, an excellent specimen
of Micropterus salmoides, is pictured atop today’s Liberty Common Sense. Mrs.
Robinson wrote, “We got out of the house this weekend for some much needed fresh air
and some fishing. Hailey caught this big guy all on her own, and the fish measured about
20 (inches).” The mighty angler is pictured with her dad proudly holding her beautiful
largemouth bass. Way to go Hailey!

LCS Library Still Serving Young Readers. Each
Wednesday at 4:00 PM, Mrs. Gowing is hopping
on the Liberty Common School Facebook page
live to read some of your favorite stories. From
The Day Crayons Quit to Oh! The Places You’ll
Go and everything in between, your favorite
friendly librarian is ready to spread the love of
storytelling. If you’ve finished a Liberty library
book, feel free to swing by the school and pop it in
the drop-off bin we’ve set up in the front-entry
vestibule. When you do so, shoot Mrs. G an
email letting her know. She will respond with a
funny meme, message, or piece of trivia. Why?
Because she misses you. #libertycommonunited

Buy Yearbook, Mark Coronavirus History. Students: Someday, your kids and/or
grandkids are going to ask, “Were you alive during the coronavirus pandemic of
2020?” You’ll be able to reach to your bookshelf, pull down your 2020 Liberty Common
School Yearbook, and show them what things were like that year. We have a limited
number of yearbooks still available which are being sold on a first-come-first-served
basis. Because school schedules continue to change, please click here to place your
order online. Thank you - Your Yearbook Staff

School Supplies Made Simple. Next
year, Liberty will be working with a
company called Educational Products,
Inc., which will provide an option for
parents to easily purchase school
supplies. The option enables parents to
purchase all supplies in one transaction,
and they’ll show up on your front step
before school starts. Parents may begin
ordering supplies beginning April 6 thru
June 14. Click here to order and
remember to use Liberty’s School ID: LIB
145. We hope this service proves to be
beneficial to lots of Liberty families, and
restores for parents a big chunk of backto-school time, and money.

Summer Stem Opportunities. STEM-X is holding summer programs for grades 1-9, June
1-19th. Please CLICK HERE to register or for more information.

Ask a Scientist. — Thursdays. Join some of BioTek’s Ph.D-trained scientists as they
teach weekly science classes complete with experiments and projects you can do at
home. Content is targeted for 7-12 year-olds, but all are welcome. Bring your curiosity and
your questions.
April 9th: Kitchen Chemistry: Register here.
April 16th: Germs: Naughty or Nice?: Register here.
April 23rd: Anatomy: It’s What’s Inside that Matters!: Register here.
April 30th: Cells are Everywhere!: Register here.

Elementary School Calendar
April 6 | 5th-Grade Human-Development Parent-Info. Meeting, 6:00 PM in the
5th-Grade classrooms. Cancelled.
April 10 | No School | Good Friday
April 7 | Kindergarten Concert. Cancelled.

April 13 | 5th-Grade Human-Development Parent and Student Session. 6:008:00 PM. Cancelled.
April 24 | 5th- and 6th-Grade Dessert Theatre, 7:00 PM. Cancelled.
April 25 | 5th- and 6th-Grade Dessert Theatre, 2:00 PM Matinee. Cancelled.
April 27 | Public-Information Night, 6:30 PM. CLICK HERE.
April 30 | BOD Mtg., 6:00PM, LCHS Acropolis.

From Mrs. Kearney, LCHS
Assistant Principal.

There’s no way around it – this is a difficult and unprecedented time for our students,
families, school, city, state, country, and world.
As we find ourselves in the midst of a global pandemic, none of us are immune to the
uncertainty and fear that comes along with it.
Fortunately, there are four words that are more powerful.
Improvise. Adapt. Overcome. Love.
These four words comprise the mantra first introduced to the Liberty community by
Headmaster Bob Schaffer in his letter to families detailing our plan for online schooling
in the face of school closures due to COVID-19.
These words are much more than simple words, however. They represent the associated
actions that have been embraced and have become evident in every fiber of our school
community.
We first saw these words become actions when school administrators caught wind of the
possibility of a district- or state-wide shutdown. Over a week before anything was made
official, we began considering alternatives and possibilities for our students to continue
learning despite any potential school closure, researching online platforms and taking
other proactive steps while still performing regular school duties. A technology survey to
anticipate technology needs of our families was created and distributed on Thursday,
March 12th. Students and families at both schools were informed that they would need to
bring home the contents of their lockers and desks the following day with school closure
being a real possibility.
When we were informed about the official Poudre School District-wide closure on Friday,
March 13th, although unwelcome and unfortunate, the news wasn’t a surprise to anyone.

School administrators from both schools continued to orchestrate and fine-tune an online
learning plan throughout the week of March 16th, the school’s scheduled spring
break. This timing was as close to ideal as possible, because even though not much of a
“break” was had, it provided the time and space necessary to ensure that once students
returned to “school” on Monday, March 23rd, there was a plan in place for them to
transition to an online platform and to continue to learn despite the school-building
closures.
Liberty teachers have certainly taken this mantra as a call to action. Although none of our
teachers prefer this method of instruction, they have all embraced it, knowing that the
alternative - not teaching at all - was not an option. Our phenomenal, flexible, and
innovative teachers have put in countless hours of time learning to navigate the online
learning platforms and quickly translate their usually low-tech, academically rigorous
courses to a virtual classroom setting. Transitioning from being a teacher in a “brick-andmortar” setting to becoming an effective teacher via a virtual platform in the course of
three days is nothing short of heroic.
This has truly been a labor of love – love for our students, love for our families, and love
for learning, knowledge, and ultimately our Keystone virtue of Wisdom (understanding and
being inclined toward beauty, truth, goodness, and perfection).
We saw the four words in action with you, our parents and families, beginning early on in
this journey with the tech survey responses and comments, as you all began to wrap your
heads around the possibility of online schooling and what that would look like. When you
officially learned about the details of the plan for schooling online and the amount of
support, time, and effort it would require of you and your families across grade levels, you
didn’t complain. Instead, you wholeheartedly embraced the plan and quickly improvised
and adapted. Many of you even took the time to write positive words of support and
gratitude to teachers and administrators, which we appreciated more than words can
express. You have transformed your homes so that your children can learn virtually, and
you have adjusted your schedules and everything else you have going on in your own
lives to ensure that your children receive the support, love, and direction they need in this
setting. Thank you.

Our Liberty students have certainly demonstrated what these four words look like in
action. They have cheerfully signed in to their classes, on time and with a smile, through
their “Brady Bunch” boxes on the screen. They have almost seamlessly transitioned from
physically being in a building with all of their friends and teachers to online learning in a
matter of days without skipping a beat. Our students have certainly shown love to their
teachers and staff with words of encouragement and gratitude for their ability to continue
to learn, even though it’s through a computer or phone screen and not face-to-face. They
have made us proud through their demonstration of each of the Foundation Stones and
Capstones during this difficult time, especially Perseverance and Fortitude.
It’s true that none of us chose any of this, and things are far from ideal. We all look
forward to the day when we will get to enter our beloved school buildings again and
resume a “normal” life that we have come to appreciate now more than ever before.
Until that glorious day, however, we will all continue to do the best we can every day, and
we as a Liberty community will continue to live by those four all-important words.
Improvise. Adapt. Overcome. And, last but certainly not least, love.
It’s who we are. It’s what we do.

2019-2020 School Holidays and Intermissions
May 22 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00.

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

Spring Sports... I dare say, are a little more special than the other seasons in that they
are predominantly played outdoors. Although spring signifies the beginning of new life, it is
also the closing chapter of each school year. Spring-sport athletes look forward to the
season with much anticipation and enthusiasm. The desire to compete has been growing

in them since the first day of school back in August.
Seniors have trained for four years in expectation of saving their best for last. They have
committed countless hours, days, weeks and even years over their lifetime to peak at the
highest level for most of them.
This space is being used to honor our seniors:
Baseball
Brandt Bachelet, Kyle Brossia, Patrick Campbell, Alex Ford, Andrew Ikeler, Harrison
McLaughlin, Davis Wagner, Ryan Weaver-Bidwell.
Men's Swim
Matthew Cullis, Mike Cullis
Track & Field
Noor Alresaini, David Hill, Eva Hoskins, Hudson Majeski, Elizabeth Marsh, Benjamin
Miller.
Women's Soccer
Lauren Gamlin, Taylor Fritzler, Tatum Flack, Alexia Armatas, Madeline Colvin.
Senior Signing Day. Seniors, Emily Jauch and Hudson Majeski were to have their
signing day at Liberty Common High School on April 15. Jauch is going to swim for
Western Colorado University, and Majeski is going to be running for Colorado Christian
University with LCHS alumnus, and now CCU junior, Kyle Gee. He says he can't wait to
be cheered on by 'Mama Gee' next year. Congratulations to both of these stellar LCHS
athletes.

Every Family A Donor
Employer Donation Matching. Many employers
will match your donation to Liberty Common School.
Some companies are even increasing their match
amount in this extraordinary time—for instance,
Hewlett Packard is currently giving 2x your donation
amount to our school. This is a great way for your
giving to go the extra mile. Click Here to find out if
your company participates

King Soopers. You shop for groceries, and King Soopers
gives to our school. All you need is a King Soopers Loyalty
account and you can pay for your groceries with the
payment method of your choice.
To enroll, follow these steps:
1. Click HERE.
2. Click Sign In or Create an Account.
3. Search for Liberty Common School.
4. Click on Enroll.
That’s it. Now every time you make a purchase at King Soopers, either swipe your King
Soopers Loyalty Card or click on “Alt ID” on the keypad and enter your phone number.
Then purchase with the payment method of your choice. Liberty will receive a percentage
of every dollar you spend. Please don’t wait - enroll today.
*Use your loyalty number at Loaf ’n Jug gas stations, City Market, Fred Meyer, Kroger,
and more. Encourage your extended family to participate from wherever they live.

Amazon Smile. In these unprecedented days, you can continue to earn money for Liberty
while you shop at Amazon, at no additional cost to you. When you shop
at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the same low prices, vast selection and convenient
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a
portion of the purchase price back to Liberty.
Simply click here and enter “Core Knowledge Charter School Foundation.” CKC School
Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit organization. You will not find us by
searching for 'Liberty.’ The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase
price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases back to Liberty.

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Character Education in the Discipline Process
By: Torgun Lovely, LCHS Principal
Kids make mistakes. When juvenile mistakes occur here at
Liberty, we view them as valuable learning opportunities –
occasions for lovingly asserting our character-education
objectives when they are most in need.
As a longtime educator, I am convinced the approaches we
have developed over the years are among the best I have ever
encountered, mainly because...(CLICK HERE to continue
reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class
of that day:
“Rule No. 104. Gloves. If a boy wears gloves, he
removes them when he enters a home. He
removes his right glove when he shakes hands.”

Alumni Update From Keara Howley, LCHS Class
of 2018, now attending University of Colorado,
Boulder

Being immersed in the study of memory, false memory, the hippocampus, and
neurological schemas is turning out to be a thrilling academic experience for LCHS Class
of 2018 alumna Keara Howley. She’s savoring both the academic and the social life
offered on the University of Colorado, Boulder campus as a second-semester freshman.
“I’m breezing through college,” she reported recently. “That’s really a tribute to
Liberty.” She and fellow LCHS alumni with whom she’s still in touch are all experiencing
early college success, Keara said.
Keara is majoring in psychology. She’s interested in eventually pursuing psychiatry,
criminal law, and “finding some way to work with youth.” Her most engaging college class
she’s taken so far is Cognitive Psychology. “The material is interesting,” she said. “My
teacher is really good. He utilizes active-learning projects that really make his lessons
clear. I’m learning that you don’t have as much control of your brain as you think.”
One of the strongest advantages Keara attributes to her time at Liberty is time
management. “We learned how to just get things done,” she said. “Knowing how to just do
your work is a great value. Kids I’ve met from most other high schools find this
difficult. The work ethic of Liberty students is a great takeaway, and the drive to do stuff.”
Among her best LCHS memories were “all classes with Mr. Tullius.” Keara also
participated in a fieldtrip to London last year led by Mr. Tullius, and his wife. “We made
such great friends on that trip,” she said. Keara also loved taking AP Studio Art at Liberty
– "we still talk about that class,” she said. Though she hasn’t taken any college-level art
classes yet, Keara said she enjoys meeting up with fellow LCHS ’18/CU Buffs Sadie
Overturf, and Rohini Tangri to do art projects on campus such as collaging.
Thinking back on her years at Liberty, Keara has some thoughtful advice for current Liberty
students. “Don’t worry. It’s all worth it in the end,” she said. “Knowing how to work hard in
school will give you more time to enjoy college, and have a better social life.”

News Worth Repeating
Student Medications in Health Office . If you are interested in retrieving your student's
medications from the health office, please CLICK HERE for instructions on how to do so.
These instructions and any access to the building may be modified in the event of a
"shelter in place order" imposed by the government.

Elementary Summer Academic Camp in reading and
math is designed for students who need extra academic
support to maintain their progress. But, all students will
have a blast at Mrs. Nichols' Summer Art Camp.
Join Mrs. Nichols for a fun and creative week-long week of

art exploring various art materials and techniques. Spots
will fill quickly, so register now.
CLICK HERE to review the Summer Camp Information
Guide or HERE to go straight the registration site. Please
review the registration information thoroughly before
signing up.
Contact Mrs. Stoltzfus, LCS Assistant Principal/Summer
School Coordinator, with any questions or concerns.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys); Coach Greenlaw (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); TBD (7th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Anti-Charter-School Legislation Being Drafted. The Colorado League of Charter
Schools is tracking a legislative proposal which will negatively impact parental choice in
education, increase financial burdens on charter schools, and undermine charter schools
involved in disputes with local school districts. The proposal directly threatens the Liberty
Board of Director’s primary strategic goal of institutional strength. Please CLICK HERE to
access advocacy opportunities coordinated by the Colorado League of Charter
Schools. Watch for updates and action requests in future editions of Liberty Common
Sense.

Job Openings. Please visit our website to view the job openings for the 2020-2021
school year. Referrals are often the best source for employees, so please pass these
along if you know of anyone who would be an excellent physical education instructor or an
engineering and math instructor.

Volunteering At LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community, staff, faculty, parents, and students. If you are interested in
volunteering at LCS, and have not previously registered as a volunteer,CLICK HERE to
register.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention all
Liberty Common dads, granddads, uncles,
etc: Please sign up with the Liberty
WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad Mr. Wes Cardenas,
WatchD.O.G coordinator, urges all adult men in
the LCS family to spend some time in the school
during the school year assisting with the ebb and
flow of 612 students. It’s a great experience, and
makes a big positive difference in the life of our
excellent school. CLICK HERE to sign up and
get a date or two (or more) on the calendar, and
to let all LCS students know they can count on you this year to be a WatchD.O.G.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Aug. 24 | Classes Begin
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions 2020-2021 School Year
Sept. 7 | Labor Day
Oct. 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 25-27 | Thanksgiving
Dec. 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan. 18 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 12 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 15 | President's Day
March 15-19 | Spring Break
April 2 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- April 30th | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis
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