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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
Next week is Calvin Coolidge Week at Liberty Common
Next week is Calvin Coolidge week at LCS. Elected U.S. vice
president in 1920, Coolidge became president following the
death of Warren G. Harding in 1923. Coolidge was the first vice
president to attend cabinet meetings, in addition to giving
speeches and performing other official duties. Like
Harding,Coolidge refused to recognize the Soviet
Union. Coolidge spoke out in favor of civil rights. He refused to
appoint any known members of the Ku Klux Klan to office,
appointed African Americans to government positions and

advocated for anti-lynching laws. In 1924, Coolidge signed the
Indian Citizenship Act, granting full citizenship to all Native
Americans while permitting them to retain tribal land
rights. Coolidge, known as “Silent Cal” for his quiet demeanor
and concise speaking style, chose not to seek a second term.
He died January 5, 1933.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

School Conspiracy Exposed
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
NEWS FLASH: A group of Liberty Common School students claims it has discovered new
evidence confirming the existence of what it describes as an active, school-wide mindcontrol conspiracy. The students, whose identities are being withheld due to their age,
claim they now have incontrovertible proof they, and all Liberty students, are being
manipulated by a well-organized cabal of agents who use classical conditioning
techniques to shape their thoughts, habits, even their perspectives of the world around
them.
Effects of the COVID-19 pandemic have
necessitated moving Liberty’s education
platform to students’ homes from the
school’s classrooms; and, in the process,
the students say, an intricate web of
teacher-parent coordination has been laid
bare. Students assert the elaborate
conspiracy is being directed through
shadowy back offices of the school’s
administration, and carried out through
forward-operating bureaus of support
staff.
“This school has secretly plotted a complete, unfair advantage for itself. It’s diabolical –
which means devilish, if you didn’t know,” said “Mary,” an appalled sixth grader. “I always
thought Liberty’s top academic performance happened because of grammar launches,
Singapore Math, and Latin.”
But after spending the past three weeks at home learning online, Mary now says she’s
realizing her parents and teachers have been conspiring all along to make her memorize
specific things, usually when she’s unaware she’s even learning. “Look, I’ve called out my
parents like three times this week for totally taking the side of my teacher. ‘Pay attention.’
‘Finish your project.’ ‘Let’s read another chapter together.’ They just keep making me learn
things they think are important. I mean, like, where’s the justice?”
Another member of the group, “Bruce” from Ms. Manthei’s fourth-grade class, said his
friends Micah and Spencer who attend a different school are not being pushed so
hard. “They aren’t being graded on anything,” he complained. “They got an extra week of

Spring Break, they can skip online classes whenever they want, and they don’t get in
trouble for it.”
Bruce says the inequity is
becoming unbearable, and he
doesn’t know how much
longer he can take it. “While
they were out there building
snow forts yesterday, my
mom was in here drilling me
on math facts! I couldn’t go
outside until I got everything
right, and by then, they had
an arsenal of snowballs. I got
summarily vanquished –
which means totally defeated,
if you didn’t know; and, an
arsenal means a stored
supply of weapons.”
High-school junior “Amy” says evidence of the conspiracy is overwhelming. “Apparently, all
this teacher-parent coordination has been happening right under our noses since
kindergarten. They email each other all the time, they have social-media pages, an
interactive website, a YouTube channel, they have teacher-parent conferences which
we’re not allowed to attend, cameras all over the place. Oh snap, they even have a big
elegant annual soirée! – that means a luxurious party, if you didn’t know. They get all
dressed up, yuk it up with live music and dancing, and they talk about us all night
long. Oh, and we’re pretty sure some of our teachers drink margaritas there, Mr.
Skerjanec for sure.”
Amy said student leaders at the high school briefly considered
presenting evidence of their conspiracy theory, and a petition of
grievances to the school’s Board of Directors. “But then we
thought, wait, they’re all parents. I mean, they’ve got the whole
administration and faculty in their back pocket, and it’s been like
that for years. The whole system has been rigged from the
beginning.”
As further proof, Amy added, “On Fridays, Mr. Lovely, and Mr.
Churchill report everything back to the parents through a
newsletter sardonically called ‘Liberty Common Sense.’ So, that
pretty much tells you everything you need to know right
there. They’re definitely out to shape our futures; and we’re
powerless to stop them.”
Students interviewed for this report say they’ll continue collecting evidence about the
conspiracy, and if there’s no relief soon, they’ll consider taking the story to the press. Stay
tuned.

All Liberty-Newsworthy Notices
Board of Director Elections Open. The election process for
open seats on the Liberty Board of Directors begins Monday,
and will run through Friday. Parents vote. Please CLICK
HERE to familiarize yourselves with the candidates. Voting
thresholds must be met in order for the election to be declared
official. On Monday, Liberty families will receive an email from
Simply Voting – the third-party vendor running our
election. Two-parent households will receive two ballots. Both
parents will receive the same email. Two-parent households
need to coordinate voting. Split-family households, single
parents, and school staff will receive one ballot each. For a

Liberty BOD election to be declared official, 50% of all eligible voters must cast a ballot,
and each candidate must receive at least 25% of eligible votes. Thank you to the
candidates for running, and thank you to everyone for voting.

Update from LCS Theatre Department
The Show Must Virtually Go On
When we began preparing for our theatrical performances months ago, we could never
have known the way COVID-19 would impact our jobs, the education of our children, our
daily lives, or the theater program at Liberty Common School. We - your directors and
partners in these productions - are filled with gratitude for your patience, flexibility and
grace as we have maneuvered through a brand-new, always-changing season.
Looking to our three Spring productions - Arsenic and Old Lace, Annie, and The Mad
Adventures of Mr. Toad - we have agonized to find balance between fulfilling the hard
work and dedication of our students, and their health and safety. We’ve determined it
would be irresponsible to move forward with live productions for the 2019-2020 school
year. However, to simply cancel would be crushing to our students who have put so much
time, energy and heart into preparation for a production.
As such, we are pursuing virtual alternatives to the live performances which will be
organized, completed and distributed before the end of the 2019-2020 school year. Each
production will be taking a slightly different approach to this challenge, and you should
look for additional communication from your director(s) regarding the details of your
performance.
The theater world is full of challenges – problems to solve, plots to untangle, characters to
understand. This is no different. The task of carrying a stage performance onto a virtual
platform will be challenging, and exciting, and humorous, and something you will
remember for the rest of your lives. This is what we, as directors of the Liberty Common
School Theater Company, are striving for. Thank you for your commitment, flexibility, and
joy as we journey into a new place.
-Your Elementary, Junior-High & High-School Theater Directors

Elementary School
Teleconference Conspiracy Warning. Attention Parents: Some students have begun
using Liberty’s Zoom platform to socialize outside of classroom meetings. While students
surely find this a fun way to socialize during this time of isolation, there are risks. Some
students have been inviting other students from different grade levels to meetings. Please
talk with your child(ren) about not responding to invites or chats from students they don’t
know -- no different than students interacting face-to-face anywhere. Please monitor your
students’ independent use of Zoom. Just as Liberty staff monitors in-school computer use,
we ask families to monitor use of the school’s Zoom subscription at home. This strategy
only becomes foolproof when all parents are pitching in to help. Please join the LCS
parent conspiracy to keep our students safe while online at home.

Spirit Week Goes Viral. Show your unity and school spirit by participating in next week's
Spirit Week. Feel free to take pictures and post them on Liberty Common Facebook
page with the hashtag #LibertyCommonUnited.
Monday, April 20 | Crazy Hair Day. Let's kick off this year's Spirit Week in style. Show
your spirit by creating something truly fantastic for Crazy Hair Day.
Tuesday, April 21 | Neon/Bright Color Shirt Day . We know you're bright, but today's
your chance to dress to match your wits. Be prepared to truly STAND OUT by wearing a
neon or brightly colored shirt for your classrooms Zoom sessions.
Wednesday, April 22 | Pet or Pet Stuffed Animal Day. We all want to meet Fluffy,
Pablo, Little Bear, or whatever your most precious pet or stuffed animal is named. Let your
classmates catch a glimpse of the furball of your choice.
Thursday, April 23 | P.J. Day. It's the day you've been waiting for. Unlike other online
schooling days, you are welcome to come to class in your favorite pajamas. Roll out of
bed, brush your teeth, and we will see you in your Zoom sessions. (Still no spaghetti
straps or other revealing attire please).
Friday, April 24 | Mustache Day and Liberty T-shirt Day. Don your Liberty t-shirt and
any mustache you can muster up.

Cyber-Concert Was Virtually Adorable. On Tuesday, our kindergarteners came together
for their first official telecast concert. It was an unconventional opus coordinated over the
school’s online learning platform. A few pages of Brady Bunch-style live-stream boxes
projected real-time images of our mighty kinders improvising, adapting, overcoming, an
loving. They dressed up in their concert best, and performed three songs for their families
and one another. It was the sweetest thing ever. The singing, dancing, bright smiles, and
cherubic voices brightened up everyone’s evening. Reportedly, the virtual performance
even made Mr. Churchill cry, for real.

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of the Week
Talking With The Animals. In 1920,
English author Hugh Lofting took the
literary world by storm with his colorful and
charismatic character of Dr. John

Dolittle. A quiet bachelor living with his
spinster sister in the equally quiet village
of Puddle-by-on-the-Marsh, Dr. Dolittle
manages to cut quite the impressive
figure. Why? Because he can converse
with any and every type of animal! He
uses his considerable gift of lingua
animalia to set up his own veterinary
practice, accepting clients of the bestial
persuasion from all over the world. His
fame spreads all throughout the animal kingdom, taking the good doctor and his
menagerie of pets-turned-friends on some wild adventures. Lofting transcribed the
adventures of Dr. Dolittle in twelve outstanding books—each one more adventurous and
daring than the last. From England to Africa to the Moon itself, The Story of Dr. Dolittle,
Being the History of His Peculiar Life at Home and Astonishing Adventures in Foreign
Parts has inspired writers and filmmakers for generations. Beginning in 1967, and
stretching all the way to 2020, this classic children’s book has seen its fair share of
cinematic re-imaginings. None, however, compare to the written stories of the kind-hearted
naturalist and respected veterinarian. For generations, this beloved classic has woven its
way into the hearts and minds of animal lovers everywhere. Go ahead—step into the world
of Dr. Dolittle. You might make a few new furry or feathered friends along the way!

School Supplies Made Simple. Next year, Liberty will be working with a company called
Educational Products, Inc., which will provide an option for parents to easily purchase
school supplies. The option enables parents to purchase all supplies in one transaction,
and they’ll show up on your front step before school starts. Parents may begin ordering
supplies beginning April 6 thru June 14. Click here to order and remember to use
Liberty’s School ID: LIB 145. We hope this service proves to be beneficial to lots of Liberty
families, and restores for parents a big chunk of back-to-school time, and money.

Elementary School Calendar
April 24 | 5th- and 6th-Grade Dessert Theatre, 7:00 PM. Postponed
April 25 | 5th- and 6th-Grade Dessert Theatre, 2:00 PM Matinee. Postponed
April 27 | Public-Information Night, 6:30 PM. CLICK HERE.
April 30 | BOD Mtg., 6:00PM, via Teleconference.
May 15 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
May 22 | Last Day of School, 11:00AM release.

2019-2020 School Holidays and Intermissions
May 22 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00.

Liberty Common BOD Update

A time of crisis is clarifying. The recent upheaval of our entire educational platform has
made it especially clear that Liberty’s administration and professional instructors are
deeply committed to the educational wellbeing of our students. Also clearly on display is a
true community spirit among Liberty families in response to the unexpected
changes. Liberty’s parent-led Board of Directors (BOD) is grateful to our fellow parents for
responding in kind to the flexibility and grace modeled to us by administrators, faculty, and
staff amid new challenges. Thank you for your willingness to
“Improvise. Adapt. Overcome. Love.” together. Our school community stands united
(#LibertyCommonUnited), and stronger than ever.
If you’ve ever had the privilege of volunteering in a kindergarten classroom, you may be
familiar with the oral phonemic awareness activities daily engaged by our youngest
scholars. With careful attention to the teacher’s verbal instruction, students isolate and
manipulate sounds in a call-and-response format that is efficient, effective, and…
adorable. Say “beam.” Change /b/ to /t/ and the word is? TEAM!
The BOD recently approved a formal curriculum to better support the literacy skills of
hearing and manipulating sounds. “Explicit, systematic phonemic awareness and phonics
instruction” is a stated goal of our formal literacy policy (CLICK HERE to view LCS
Policies Manual, updated 4/13/20), so these classroom activities are not new. However, a
sequential, comprehensive resource utilized across grades K-2 is a welcome improvement
for our students and teachers. Heggerty’s phonemic-awareness program will complement
Rigg’s phonics instruction. Learn more about this evidence-based curriculum at
Heggerty.org. Be sure to thank Liberty’s professional educators and the Academic
Support Team for their commitment to developing competent readers and spellers.
Have you ever wanted the privilege of a behind-the-scenes glimpse of any of the
wonderful academic departments at Liberty? If so, pull up a chair (or pick up the phone
during the current “Stay-At-Home” situation) and join us at a BOD meeting to hear a
rotation of in-depth department reports. You are always welcome.
Most recently, the Art Department shared highlights of its year including examples across
all grade levels of the pursuit of truth, goodness, and beauty through the study of
art. Beauty is more than mere sentimentality at Liberty! Thanks to the innovative efforts of
these dedicated instructors, elementary-art students now tackle weekly art challenges
from home, and LCHS students continue to engage in meaningful studio-art projects
outside the classroom. Interested, but can’t make it to a meeting? All BOD actions are
detailed in the minutes each month and may be found under the BOD tab on the school
website.

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

New Coaches. Click HERE to meet the new LCHS women's basketball coaches, and
click HERE to meet the new LCHS men's basketball coaches.

Every Family A Donor
Sunset Soirée Rescheduled. We have made the difficult
decision to reschedule our annual fundraising event for
March 5, 2021, so mark your calendars for that date. If you
purchased tickets for this year’s cancelled event, you will
receive an email detailing refund options. If you have

questions, please contact Brett Harkey.

Liberty Common Business Directory. Our business directory is growing
quickly! Purchasing goods and services from businesses owned by Liberty families
ensures their success, which in turn, ensures the continued success of our school. Please
make it a practice to support our community by choosing to spend your hard-earned
dollars at businesses owned by the Liberty Common School community. Business
owners: Make sure your company is represented by completing this simple online
form.

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Order, Order!
(Our Unique Junior-High Order System)
By: Tricia Diehl, Liberty Parent
One of the many reasons I love having my kids in a smaller
school is the richness of experiences they are offered. We
have an impressive school history, and all of us can share the
proud academic accomplishments of our current and past
students. What about their social development?
I am continually impressed by the creative...(CLICK HERE to
continue reading).
CLICK HERE to read last week's full edition of the "The Rest Of The Story" by Mr.
Schaffer. (The link didn't work last week).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of that
day:
“Rule No. 106. Invitations. For the larger tea,
invitations are sent out as suggested in Chapter III,
Invitations. Often, Camp Fire Girls, Girl Scouts, or a
Sunday School group will give a tea at the club room or
at a private home. A written invitation should be used in
preference to the telephoned invitation. The group
decides on the type of invitation suitable to the type of
tea planned. Invitations to a tea are sent out a week in advance. They require no answer.”

Alumni Update From Arjun Gill, LCHS ’14,
University of Colorado ‘19

Having recently completed a second season coaching basketball at his high-school alma
mater, LCHS alumnus Arjun Gill (LCHS ’14) definitely feels at home in the LCHS
Colosseum. “I love being on the court, and I love working with the kids,” he said in a recent
interview.
A 2019 University of Colorado graduate, Gill is a medical-billing specialist, and loves his
job, too. “I like being able to help people. I grew up in a healthcare family. The opportunity
was there, and I’m really enjoying what I’m doing so far."
He majored in political science,
minored in sociology, and earned a
certificate of business, and certificate
of public health. Next, he plans to
pursue a Master’s Degree in health
administration.
Arjun was first of three Gill siblings to
walk across the LCHS graduation
stage (Nisha ‘15, and Mira ’17). His
father Dr. Sarj Gill served on the
Liberty Board of Directors, and his
mom Falu was a regular volunteer
fixture in the school. Supporting
Liberty Common School logically became a Gill-family affair. It still is.
“It’s been a blessing being able to come back to the school I played at, a program I helped
build, and where I can continue helping student athletes,” Arjun said. “Liberty is a unique
school in a sense because the academics are challenging. That makes a student-athlete’s
job much tougher than at other schools.”
That distinction, plus Gill’s personal experience, translates into instant courtside credibility
for the young coach to which players naturally gravitate. “I think it’s been helpful to the
student-athletes for me to give them my two cents on their situation having gone through it
myself pretty recently,” Gill said. “I can coach them on getting their homework done, and
prioritizing their time, and helping them manage it.”
In his first year guiding the mighty Eagles, Gill was head coach for the C-team, and
assistant coach for the varsity. This past season, his second, he was the junior-varsity and
C-team head coach, and a varsity-team assistant.
“I really enjoy the game. I miss playing. It’s nice to help the next generation of guys grow
up, help them get better at basketball, and help them develop skills they can use in school,
college, and later in life.”

But the most important things Gill wants his players to learn from him are not limited to
basketball. “It’s discipline, attention to detail, and effort,” he explained. “If players give their
maximum effort out there, then they find themselves on the court a lot. With some players,
it takes them awhile to get there – I was one of those players back in the day.”
Players on Gill’s teams are indeed rewarded for effort. “You might not be the best-skilled
player out there,” he explained, “but if you give maximum effort – let’s say on defense, you
do the right things, you understand the plays, and you play for the team – you’ll find
yourself on the court a lot. That’s one of the key things I want our players to understand.”
Sounding, now, more like a philosopher than a coach, Gill waxed sagacious, “Giving
maximum effort is really a life skill. In life, there will always probably be people who are
smarter than you; but, you can make up for that through giving maximum effort. It’s a
lesson sports does a really great job of teaching. Sometimes, lessons like that can’t be
learned in a classroom.”
A good coach, Gill says, keeps his eyes on his players’
horizons. “Being able to coach at Liberty, you get a lot of
kids who are mature beyond their age, which is definitely
a good thing. There are a lot of bright young men out
there, and I just want to keep them on the straight path,
and help them grow.”
Gill’s players obviously warm to his coaching style, and
to his heart. Watching his team in action, any fan can tell
Coach Gill is in his element, and that his players admire,
and respect him. “You know,” he said through one of his
Arjun-branded half-smirk/half-smiles, “I really, really
enjoy being able to give back like that.”
Gill clearly cares about his players, and harbors high
hopes for their futures beyond high school. “It’s the
number-one thing – helping the kids grow and develop. Their basketball skills are at the
core of the sport, but I’m really helping teenagers become young men.”
Go Eagles! Go Buffs! Go Eagles!

News Worth Repeating
Love and Logic. Parenting children new to on-line learning can pose significant
challenges. The Love and Logic Institute shares tips to help parents guide their child in
learning curriculum and completing assignments without a power struggle. CLICK HERE
to read this helpful article or CLICK HERE to listen to this week's tip.

Hashtag For Our Times. To help stay
connected through our “shelter-in-place”
experience, please use
#LibertyCommonUnited on Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram. Share your stories,
pictures, and videos. Smile and shine
online!

Buy Yearbook, Mark Coronavirus History. Students: Someday, your kids and/or
grandkids are going to ask, “Were you alive during the coronavirus pandemic of
2020?” You’ll be able to reach to your bookshelf, pull down your 2020 Liberty Common
School Yearbook, and show them what things were like that year. We have a limited
number of yearbooks still available which are being sold on a first-come-first-served
basis. Because school schedules continue to change, please click here to place your
order online. Thank you - Your Yearbook Staff

LCS Library Still Serving Young Readers. Each Wednesday at 4:00 PM, Mrs. Gowing
is hopping on the Liberty Common School Facebook page live to read some of your
favorite stories. From The Day Crayons Quit to Oh! The Places You’ll Go and everything
in between, your favorite friendly librarian is ready to spread the love of storytelling. If
you’ve finished a Liberty library book, feel free to swing by the school and pop it in the
drop-off bin we’ve set up in the front-entry vestibule. When you do so, shoot Mrs. G an
email letting her know. She will respond with a funny meme, message, or piece of trivia.
Why? Because she misses you. #libertycommonunited

Need Childcare? On-line, at-home education demands families improvise, adapt,
overcome, and love. If your family needs an improvised childcare solution, Assistant
Principal Stoltzfus has a variety of resources to share. CLICK HERE to contact her.

Elementary Summer Academic Camp in reading and
math is designed for students who need extra academic
support to maintain their progress. But, all students will
have a blast at Mrs. Nichols' Summer Art Camp.
Join Mrs. Nichols for a fun and creative week-long week of
art exploring various art materials and techniques. Spots
will fill quickly, so register now.
CLICK HERE to review the Summer Camp Information Guide or HERE to go straight the
registration site. Please review the registration information thoroughly before signing up.
Contact Mrs. Stoltzfus, LCS Assistant Principal/Summer School Coordinator, with any
questions or concerns.

Summer Stem Opportunities. STEM-X is holding
summer programs for grades 1-9, June 1-19th. Please
CLICK HERE to register or for more information.

School Job Openings. Please visit our website to view the job openings for the 20202021 school year. Referrals are often the best source for employees, so please pass these
along if you know of anyone who would be an excellent physical education instructor, an
engineering and math instructor, or AST paraprofessional.

Volunteering At LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience for
the entire school community, staff, faculty, parents, and students. If you are interested in
volunteering at LCS, and have not previously registered as a volunteer,CLICK HERE to
register.

Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys); Coach Greenlaw (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); TBD (7th).
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention all
Liberty Common dads, granddads, uncles,
etc: Please sign up with the Liberty
WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad Mr. Wes Cardenas,
WatchD.O.G coordinator, urges all adult men in
the LCS family to spend some time in the school
during the school year assisting with the ebb and
flow of 612 students. It’s a great experience, and
makes a big positive difference in the life of our

excellent school. CLICK HERE to sign up and
get a date or two (or more) on the calendar, and
to let all LCS students know they can count on
you this year to be a WatchD.O.G.

2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Aug. 24 | Classes Begin
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day
School Holidays and Intermissions 2020-2021 School Year
Sept. 7 | Labor Day
Oct. 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 25-27 | Thanksgiving
Dec. 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan. 18 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 12 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 15 | President's Day
March 15-19 | Spring Break
April 2 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- April 30th | 6:00PM | via Teleconference

STAY CONNECTED






Visit our website

Join our Mailing List

Giving to Liberty



