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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
Next week is William Shakespeare Week at Liberty Common
Next week is William Shakespeare Week at
LCHS. William Shakespeare (1564 - 1616) is
among the most influential figures in human
civilization. He wrote plays and acted in the late
16th and early 17th centuries. His reputation as
a dramatic genius is recognized worldwide. His
characters and plots present the essence of
human nature portrayed through a wide range of

emotions and conflicts preceding and transcending Elizabethan England.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Odysseys of Professional Educators
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Lots of substitute teachers covered our classrooms this week as eighteen professional
instructors and administrators from both campuses journeyed afar. I sent most to Phoenix
to attend the 2020 National Classical Education Symposium. Our entire fifth-grade
team was dispatched to Charleston, South Carolina for economics lectures, and fieldtrips.
The College of Charleston conducts an annual
Adam Smith Week accentuating classical, freemarket-oriented approaches to economics
education. This year’s theme is “Women in
Economics.” Liberty’s fifth-grade instructors, all
women, also got to visit nearby Fort Sumter, and
a few other Civil War sites covered in fifth-grade
history units.

Moreover, they deepened our relationship with the leadership team of the Center for
Public Choice and Market Process, something we’ve been cultivating for years. The
center’s director, Dr. Peter Calcagno, first visited Liberty in 2016 bringing a team of
undergraduate students to study the benefits of marketplace competition among charter
schools, and microbreweries.
Since then, I’ve visited the Charleston
campus, as has LCHS politics/econ
instructor Mr. Stanton Skerjanec who
attended Adam Smith Week last year. This
week’s odyssey further reinforces our
exciting economics-education partnership.
Similarly, the Phoenix conclave served to
deepen professional contacts, and
broaden academic resources associated
with our school’s leadership. For example, Dr. Brian Williams who, last Saturday,
keynoted Liberty’s Festival of Ideas, also joined us at the national conference.
Elementary Assistant Principal Sandy Stoltzfus
declaimed: “To be surrounded by so many like-minded
human beings – educators, parents, historians, professors
– ardently committed to providing future generations of
students with the knowledge and tools to understand and
pursue that which is good, true and beautiful through a
robust liberal arts education is exhilarating. I returned with
a sense of hope and encouragement after connecting with
people throughout the nation who are committed to
studying the wisdom and knowledge of the past in order to

virtuously guide and inspire our students (and ourselves)
into the future.”
Please click on some of the hyperlinks I’ve embedded in this mini-column to get a better
idea of the professional growth our faculty derive through attending these important
academic conferences. Please know that professional-development odysseys like these,
which are so valuable to our classroom instructors, are made possible through the
generous annual donations Liberty’s parents make to our excellent school.

All Liberty-Newsworthy Notices
Last Chance To Purchase
Sunset Soirée Tickets.
Tickets are on sale until March
11, so don’t miss out. Our
spring fundraising event will be
a wonderful opportunity to
socialize with parents,
teachers, and friends of Liberty
Common School. Please mark
your calendars for Friday,
March 27 at 7:00 p.m. We will
be gathering at the
lovely Windsong Estate
Event Center for terrific music,
food, and fun. Tickets
available HERE.
Important Health Update. CLICK HERE for information from Mrs. Dybzinski, School
Nurse, regarding infectious-illness preparedness.

Proposed Immunization-Exemption Law. A bill moving now through the Colorado State
Legislature proposes modifying the school-entry-immunization process. SB-163, if passed,
will impact families that claim a medical- or nonmedical-vaccination exemption by
imposing new mandates, and a vaccination-exemption tracking system. The proposal
would impose new reporting requirements on schools. CLICK HERE to read the latest
version of the bill. CLICK HERE for an interactive map of legislators should you wish to
contact them. CLICK HERE to contact Colorado Governor Jared Polis whose final
approval of the proposal will make it become law.

Anti-Charter-School Legislation Being Drafted. The Colorado League of Charter
Schools is tracking a legislative proposal which will negatively impact parental choice in
education, increase financial burdens on charter schools, and undermine charter schools
involved in disputes with local school districts. The proposal directly threatens the Liberty
Board of Director’s primary strategic goal of institutional strength. Please CLICK HERE to
access advocacy opportunities coordinated by the Colorado League of Charter
Schools. Watch for updates and action requests in future editions of Liberty Common
Sense.

Festival of Ideas Donors. We extend our
deepest gratitude to donors making last
Saturday's Festival of Ideas possible.
Thanks to them, we were able to provide a
hearty breakfast and lunch. In addition, the
funds allowed us to bring in our
keynote speaker Dr. Brian A. Williams,
whose talk was enlightening and inspiring.

The donations greatly enriched our event
and encouraged an increase in attendance
making this the best Festival of Ideas to
date.CLICK HERE or on the nearby
thumbnail to watch his keynote address.

Liberty Common School Receives Top Honor. Liberty
Common has been named a Core Knowledge School of
Distinction for the second time by the Core Knowledge
Foundation. Additionally, we received "Special recognition for
outstanding professional learning communities and planning
with Core Knowledge content." What does this mean? Out of
625 Core Knowledge schools in the country, we're one of nine
who stand out above the rest. This is why you may see
representatives from dozens of schools come to observe us
every year.
Our all of our instructors, Kindergarten through eighth grade, teach the Core Knowledge
curriculum with passion and precision, and we are so grateful to be recognized for the
hard work of our teachers and administration. View the full press release here.

Elementary School - Newsworthy Notices
State Testing. Standardized tests will soon be administered for students in the 3rd - 6th
grades. Please CLICK HERE to view the testing schedule for your student. Please plan
student appointments and schedules accordingly. When students are absent during
testing, it creates a burden on the staff to administer make-up exams for individual
students. These tests have enormous value. The school relies on the results of these and
other tests when evaluating our curricula, or programs, and there are state compliance
requirements Liberty must maintain in order to operate as a viable charter-public school.

Elementary Summer Academic Camp is
designed for students who need extra
academic support to maintain their progress in
reading and math.
CLICK HERE to review the Summer Camp
Information Guide or HERE to go straight the
registration site. Please review the registration
information thoroughly before signing up.
LCS Summer Academic Camps (grades 1-6) run from July 6th -July 23rd. Math Camp, MTh, 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM. Reading Camp, M-Th, 8:00 AM – 10:00 AM. Parents interested
in individual tutoring should contact Mrs. Stoltzfus for more information.
Contact Mrs. Stoltzfus, LCS Assistant Principal/Summer School Coordinator, with any
questions or concerns.

Elementary School Calendar
March 2-March 6 | Book Fair, LCS.
March 6 | Classroom Group Pictures.
March 13 | 3rd Quarter Ends.
March 13 | 6th Graders to LCHS (All Day).
March 16-20 | Spring Break, NO SCHOOL.
March 24 | New Kindergartener Parent Orientation, 6:30 PM.
March 26 | BOD Mtg., 6:00PM, LCHS Acropolis.
April 3 | Kindergarten Roundup.
April 6 | 5th-Grade Human-Development Parent-Info. Meeting, 6:00 PM in the
5th-Grade classrooms.
April 7 | Kindergarten Concert, 6:30 PM.
April 13 | 5th-Grade Human-Development Parent and Student Session. 6:008:00 PM.
April 24-25th | 5th- and 6th-Grade Dessert Theatre, 6:00 PM.
April 27 | Public-Information Night, 6:30 PM.
April 30 | BOD Mtg., 6:00PM, LCHS Acropolis.

2019-2020 School Holidays and Intermissions
March 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
May 22 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00.

From Board of Directors
Members of Liberty’s Board of Directors thanks the school’s amazing Academic Support
Team. It’s a central force in the school’s strategy for student success.
The Board is working diligently with outreach including an improved and prosperous
relationship with the Board at PSD. If you know, or meet a PSD Board Member, please
encourage them in their willingness to help bolster our school’s relationship with them.
A Common Fallacious Argument Against Charter Schools: “Charter teachers are
unlicensed; therefore substandard.“ Licensure is not a meaningful qualification for
employment consideration. Liberty, and other high-performing charter schools prefer
content experts who have practical expertise, and working knowledge of the subjects they
teach regardless of whether they’ve obtained a state license. It is this mastery of content
that has helped us be so successful. Thank you to our amazing teaching staff! We agree
with the Colorado Commissioner of Education: A teaching license guarantees
nothing. Suggesting a license is an indicator of teaching ability is a wholly fallacious
argument.

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

Keep on Swimming. Liberty Common High School
students, Carrie Babcock, Coline Grataloup and Olivia
Good, representing Northern Colorado Synchro, and Sara
Naqvi, representing Colorado Synchro Storm, competed
in the North Zone Synchronized Swimming
Championships this past weekend in Cincinnati. They all
qualified for US Nationals in April. Congratulations!

Ski Season. Congratulations to LCHS junior, Colin Norman
(right). He competed in the 2020 CHSAA State Ski Championships
in Minturn, CO. He is a member of the Poudre School District
Nordic-Ski Team. He placed on the PSD team and 42nd overall in
the state. Well done, Colin.
JH Track & Field Plug: If your son or daughter is interested in
joining the track and field team, CLICK HERE. The first day of
practice will be Monday, March 9, 3:15-5:00 PM at the elementary
school. Athletes should plan to ride on the early bus (2:52 PM) to
the elementary and meet on the wood side of the gym for
practice. If you have any questions, please email Coach Reeves or
Coach Wilcox.

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th & 8th Track & Field
Mon, 3/9, First Practice, Elementary School.
Jr. High Girls Soccer (6th-8th)
Mon, 3/9, First Practice, Elementary School.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys); Coach Greenlaw (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); TBD (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports:
HS Men's Baseball
Thu, 3/12, 3:30PM;5:30PM, Away, at Lyons.
HS Women's Basketball
Fri, 3/6, 6PM, Away, Regionals, at Faith Christian.
Sat, 3/7, 1PM, Away, Regionals, at Faith Christian (Contingent on 3/6 victory).
HS Track & Field
Fri, 3/13, 2PM, Away, NOCO Series #1, at Severance High School.

HS Women's Soccer
Nothing this week.
HS Men's Swim
Thu, 3/12, 4PM, Away, at Mountain View.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Every Family A Donor
Sunset Soirée Sponsorships. Calling all
business owners. Please consider
supporting Liberty Common School’s spring
fundraiser by sponsoring the Sunset Soirée.
Various sponsorship packages are available
and each contains terrific opportunities for
promoting your business. Click HERE to
purchase, or contact Brett
Harkey: bharkey@libertycommon.org.

Invest in the Future at the Sunset Soirée. Proceeds from this year’s Sunset Soirée will
be directed towards our Invest in the Future debt-reduction campaign. Currently, we have
raised over $211,000 towards our $300,000 goal. Enjoy a beautiful night out and help us
reach our goal at the Sunset Soirée.

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Why Math Facts Rule
Math Fact Automaticity, the ability to immediately recognize
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division of numbers 0
through 12, takes practice. Automaticity allows students to

focus their mental energies on the demands of more difficult
math concepts. Just as a student cannot appreciate great
works of literature if she is consumed with phonetically
“sounding out” the words on the page, a student cannot fully
grasp complex mathematical concepts if his mind is consumed
with the simple arithmetic involved. In addition (no pun
intended)... (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class
of that day:
“Rule No. 101. Cleanliness. Even though boys
wear gaily colored corduroy trousers and blue
flannel shirts, they must remember that
cleanliness is necessary. Dirty clothes should
never be tolerated. Every boy should learn to
press his own clothes, and should see to it that
they are kept pressed, that his shirt and collar are
clean, and his shoes shined. Neckties are easily
cleaned in gasoline or some special cleaning fluid.
Have at least one clean handkerchief a day. Body cleanliness is an essential for health.
Body odors are offensive, and should be prevented by frequent bath and clean underwear.
You will notice that the athletes in school are given very definite instructions in body
cleanliness, in proper diet, and in the hours for sleep, because the coach wants these
fellows to be physically fit. Every school boy would profit by following these suggestions of
the athletic coach.”

Alumni Update From Principal Lauren Anderson
Liberty Alumna Ninth-Grade Class of ’03.

Now a high-school principal, Liberty alumnus of the ninth-grade class of ’03, Lauren
Anderson is leading the next generation of students as a high school principal utilizing the
foundation of education she received at Liberty. Lauren attended Liberty starting in
3rd grade in its beginning stages as her parents were part of the founding parents of the
school. Lauren says she's equipped with a Liberty education that still serves her today.
Lauren received her Bachelors degree in mathematics to become a math teacher out of

college. After a few years in the classroom, she completed her Masters in educational
leadership and earned her principal certification. Lauren is now in her 2nd year as principal
of school in the Seattle area. In her role, she has found that much of her understanding
and lens for education was formed in her years at Liberty. She reports:
“Through Liberty I came to understand that rigor means more than working hard, but also
thinking deeply and critically. Education is about equipping students to be well-rounded
and have a full understanding of all content areas so they can be informed as they go out
into the world. Developing a student’s character is equally as important as developing their
skills, because skill without heart is dangerous and heart without skill is useless. Teachers
who invest individually in students have the greatest impact on their trajectories. These are
the lessons Liberty taught me that inform my vision for education as I lead a school. My
time at Liberty is where I fell in love with learning. My junior-high math teacher, Mrs. Rea,
inspired me to become a Math teacher myself, because her passion was contagious and
she empowered me to help my fellow students understand tough concepts in her class.
I’ve always had a diverse set of interests which began at Liberty. Now as a Principal, I
have a strong education not just in math but in all areas as well as experience with many
extracurricular activities from music to athletics which helps me develop quality curricula
and programs in my current school.
"One class I always smile about because it has been more useful than I ever imagined is
Latin. I was required to take a semester in addition to foreign language at Liberty.
Knowing Latin roots and understanding the underpinning of so many languages has been
instrumental in learning academic vocabulary and new languages. I spent a year teaching
math in Italy and was surprised to understand and pick up Italian fairly easily because I
was able to draw on my Latin from years ago.
"My passion for education and desire to invest in the futures of students came from my
days at Liberty. I love working with teachers to coach them in quality instructional
practices that help students take ownership of their learning. I remember feeling known,
challenged, equipped and empowered at Liberty. This is the experience I work to create
for students in my school now. I am privileged to be a part of shaping the stories of my
students just as mine was at Liberty.”

News Worth Repeating
Microsoft Server Help Needed. Does anyone in our Liberty Common community have
experience or familiarity with Microsoft Power Exchange or Sharepoint? The school’s
Student Data-Privacy Committee, and our Operations Office are pondering strategies
around email and shared-document usage. The Committee could use a parent to assist in
navigating our school in the best direction where these things are concerned. Please
email SDP chair/parent/IT Director Mr. Bill Kranz if you can lend a hand.

2020 Parent Survey. Thank you in advance for taking time to give feedback. Please
complete the following classroom-specific surveys (one for each of your children attending
Liberty) by March 13th:
CLICK HERE to take the elementary survey.
CLICK HERE to take the junior-high survey.
CLICK HERE to take the high-school survey.
Sincerely, Liberty Common Board of Directors and Liberty Administration

Lost- And- Found. Please take a few minutes to visit our Lost -And-Found. The shelves
are bursting at the seams with items. Take a look at the pictures below to see if you
recognize anything your student may be missing. All items not claimed by March 13th., will
be given to charity.

Job Openings. Please visit our website to view the job openings for the 2020-2021
school year. Referrals are often the best source for employees, so please pass these
along if you know of anyone who would be an excellent physical education instructor or an
engineering and math instructor.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention all
Liberty Common dads, granddads, uncles,
etc: Please sign up with the Liberty
WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad Mr. Wes Cardenas,
WatchD.O.G coordinator, urges all adult men in
the LCS family to spend some time in the school
during the school year assisting with the ebb and
flow of 612 students. It’s a great experience, and
makes a big positive difference in the life of our
excellent school. CLICK HERE to sign up and
get a date or two (or more) on the calendar, and
to let all LCS students know they can count on you this year to be a WatchD.O.G.

Approved 2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Aug. 24 | Classes Begin
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS & INTERMISSIONS
Sept. 7 | Labor Day
Oct. 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 25-27 | Thanksgiving
Dec. 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan. 18 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 12 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 15 | President's Day
March 15-19 | Spring Break
April 2 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937

Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- March 26 | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.

STAY CONNECTED






Visit our website

Join our Mailing List

Giving to Liberty



