Liberty Common Sense
“A weekly account of our revolutionary journey”

Volume 23, Issue 60- March 13, 2020










PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
Next week is Johann Sabastian Bach Week at Liberty Common
This week is Johann Sabastian Bach Week at
LCHS. Bach (1685 - 1749) played the harpsichord,
organ, and violin. His ideas and skill still leave us all in
awe. His profoundly religious education contributed to
his contention that everything he did, composed, and
played was an act of prayer. His Brandenburg
Concertos were perhaps his most popular works. In
1733, Bach became Royal Court Composer to the King
of Poland. Bach is considered one of the world’s most
brilliant and prolific composers.

As Liberty parents, we become accustomed to our mighty school receiving lots of
academic awards, trophies, and certifications. This one, however, is legitimately a “shoutit-from-the-rooftops” kind of achievement.
Please CLICK HERE to learn more about what this remarkable designation means for our
students, and for the ongoing success of our excellent school.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Liberty COVID-19 Guidance
The Liberty Common School administration, faculty, and staff have been diligent in
communicating with one another, and with various public-health agencies regarding the
COVID-19 “coronavirus” situation.
At this time, the administration is not aware of any known COVID-19 cases among Liberty
Common students or faculty.
To safeguard the health of our students, families, and communities, upon returning from
Spring Break on March 23, Liberty Common School will begin delivering academic content
and instruction utilizing online platforms. This plan will ensure continuity of instruction for
every Liberty Common student (K-12) during these extraordinary times.
Students have been instructed to bring home all of their academic materials at the end of
the day today Friday, March 13th.
We’ve spent much time this past week evaluating and testing options to enable our
teachers to communicate with, and instruct students through, various online-educational
platforms. We understand there are many questions relating to logistics and processes,
and while all of the details have yet to be finalized, we are in pretty good shape given the
circumstances; and, we will keep you well informed throughout this process.
Look for our next communication in the coming days about how we will implement the
online school environment, and where your technology-related questions can be directed.
Please assist us in our ongoing planning by taking a few moments to complete a “Liberty
Technology Home-Use Survey” – CLICK HERE. We need this completed by Saturday,
March 14th.
CLICK HERE to view the school’s COVID-19 planning, precautions, and communications
page located on the school’s website. In the meantime, we hope you have a wonderful and
restful Spring Break.

All Liberty-Newsworthy Notices
Spring-Break Travel Advisory. In light of the nationwide COVID-19 “coronavirus”
situation, Liberty families traveling for spring break should be cautious about sending
students back to school afterward. Liberty Common School retains its authority to not
admit students or staff members based upon risk and potential exposure. Please CLICK

HERE for a map of high-risk areas. Anyone traveling should be hypervigilant for signs of
COVID-19 infection, including fever, cough, fatigue and shortness of breath. For guidance
on how and when to put yourself into 14-day isolation upon your return CLICK HERE. This
link, furnished by the federal Centers for Disease Control, explains how to monitor for
symptoms in the event you have traveled to one of the “Level-3” advisory areas, along
with other useful travel guidelines. Families choosing to self-quarantine Liberty students
will be offered resources to support students who are unable to attend school. For more
information about Liberty’s COVID-19 response, including other recommendations for
Liberty families and staff, please CLICK HERE for relevant posts and links at the school’s
website.

Attention Parent Community:
With Board of Directors elections right around the corner, Liberty Common School’s BOD
is hosting a candidate forum featuring remarks by each candidate. Please join us this
Thursday, March 26th at 6:00 PM at Liberty Common High School where interaction with
candidates will occur.
The Liberty Common School BOD plays an integral role in sustaining the mission and
vision of our excellent school. This year, there are three candidates running for two open
seats. Candidate profiles are located on our website here.
Voting will take place during the week of April 20-24. Please know that this election is very
important. For an election to be official, 50% of all eligible voters must cast
ballot. Additionally, each elected member must receive at least 25% of eligible votes.
We hope to see a great number of k-12 parents this Thursday, March 26th at the high
school.
Thank you,
Liberty Board of Directors

Thank You Sunset Soirée Sponsors. Our upcoming event Sunset Soirée would not be
possible without the support of these generous businesses. We greatly appreciate their
support.

Liberty Common 8th-grade students welcome the 6th graders by coordinating impromptu games during
lunch (it's not called recess at the high school). Liberty Common students are the best!

Elementary School - Newsworthy Notices
Please Return Signed Registration Forms. Sixth graders received their registration
forms for the 2020-21 school year today when they attended the Liberty Common High
School campus for 6th-Grade Day. For these requests to be official, they require a parent
signature. Please talk through choices with your child and return the signed form to
teachers on Monday 23 March 2020. If you need additional copies, CLICK HERE, and for
the Junior-High Curriculum Guide, CLICK HERE.
Penny War Results. Thanks to the 5 th- and
6th- grade student council for organizing this

annual event and thanks to all who participated.
We had a very successful year. This year’s total
was, drum roll please....... $5,398.80. This money
has been donated to Ride for Parkinson's in
support of Parkinson Association of the
Rockies.
Our 2019-20 winners are:
In 3 rd place is 2nd grade with $ -242.63.
In 2nd place, earning a root-beer float party, is 5th grade with $-42.42.
1st- place winners for this year’s Penny Wars is 6th grade with $-32.51. It will receive an
extra recess and a treat. Congratulations.
Great work to everyone for participating. What a great demonstration of citizenship and
helping our community to be a better place.

State Testing. Standardized tests will soon be administered for students in the 3rd - 6th
grades. Please CLICK HERE to view the testing schedule for your student. Please plan
student appointments and schedules accordingly. When students are absent during
testing, it creates a burden on the staff to administer make-up exams for individual
students. These tests have enormous value. The school relies on the results of these and
other tests when evaluating our curricula, or programs, and there are state compliance
requirements Liberty must maintain in order to operate as a viable charter-public school.

First-Timers Enjoy Thrilling
Odyssey. Liberty’s Odyssey Of The Mind
Team did a great job last Saturday
competing in a divisional tournament
against teams from other nearby
schools. Our mighty Eagles came in 9th
place out of 12. Still, the team was very
close (within 10 points) to the 6th- ,7 th- ,
and 8th-placed teams. So practically
speaking, we solidly anchored the middle
of the pack. Considering the competition
was our first, parent-coach Mr. Nathan
Peirce told teammates, “You should all
celebrate a job well done.”

Elementary Summer Academic Camp in reading and
math is designed for students who need extra academic
support to maintain their progress. But, all students will
have a blast at Mrs. Nichols' Summer Art Camp.
Join Mrs. Nichols for a fun and creative week-long week of
art exploring various art materials and techniques. Spots
will fill quickly, so register now.

CLICK HERE to review the Summer Camp Information Guide or HERE to go straight the
registration site. Please review the registration information thoroughly before signing up.
Contact Mrs. Stoltzfus, LCS Assistant Principal/Summer School Coordinator, with any
questions or concerns.

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of the Week
A Mouse, A Princess, And Soup. No author breaks the
fourth wall better than Kate DiCamillo—with her constant
sobriquets of “dear reader,” DiCamillo artfully creates a
space in which writer, reader, and characters can coexist,
and communicate throughout the narrative in a truly special
way. Anyone lucky enough to stumble upon this enchanting
little book will be hard pressed to put it down. From the
preface, “The world is dark, and light is precious. Come
closer, dear reader. You must trust me. I am telling you a
story,” to the closing line of “Reader, I hope you have found
some light here,” Kate DiCamillo has established herself as
an author fully capable and willing of tugging—nay, yanking
—on your heartstrings.
A modern fairytale, The Tale of Despereaux, chronicles the
adventures of a mouse born too small with too-big ears, a
rat torn between the powers of light and dark, and a young
servant girl with dreams and aspirations far beyond her station in life. Playing on classic
stories like The Light Princess, Stuart Little, and the Greek myth of Ariadne and Theseus,
DiCamillo’s second novel published in 2003 is a tale that seems to strike the right note
page after page.
This, dear reader, is the sort of story that will make you laugh; it will also make you weep,
and it will certainly bring you to your knees. Such is the power of great, wholehearted
children’s literature. A recent addition to the 3 rd- and 4 th-grade Great Books list, your
friendly neighborhood librarian encourages you to give The Tale of Despereaux a go—
perhaps with a box of tissues handy.

Elementary School Calendar
March 13 | 3rd Quarter Ends.
March 13 | 6th Graders to LCHS (All Day).
March 16-20 | Spring Break, NO SCHOOL.
March 24 | New Kindergartener Parent Orientation, 6:30 PM.
March 26 | BOD Mtg., 6:00PM, LCHS Acropolis.
March 27 | Sunset Soirée, Windsong Estate Events Center, 7:00PM.
April 3 | Kindergarten Roundup.
April 6 | 5th-Grade Human-Development Parent-Info. Meeting, 6:00 PM in the
5th-Grade classrooms.
April 7 | Kindergarten Concert, 6:30 PM.

April 13 | 5th-Grade Human-Development Parent and Student Session. 6:008:00 PM.
April 24 | 5th- and 6th-Grade Dessert Theatre, 7:00 PM.
April 25 | 5th- and 6th-Grade Dessert Theatre, 2:00 PM Matinee.
April 27 | Public-Information Night, 6:30 PM.
April 30 | BOD Mtg., 6:00PM, LCHS Acropolis.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Bigger Than You Think
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
There are 625 registered “Core Knowledge” schools throughout the country. Only nine
have achieved “Core Knowledge School of Distinction” status; and we’re one of them

– for a second time at that.
News about Liberty’s national designation has appeared
previously here in the Liberty Common Sense newsletter,
and we’ve been crowing about the recognition on our socialmedia platforms. In the world of education, this distinction is
justifiably a really big deal.
Our school has been certified in this significant way by the
national Core Knowledge Foundation. The commendation
indicates Liberty does an extraordinarily excellent job
maintaining fidelity to the Core Knowledge Sequence (our
core curriculum). The Foundation presents Liberty as a
model for all other schools to emulate.
It also confirms the expertise with which our school’s administrators and professional
classroom instructors orchestrate curricular planning, implementation, and assessments
for perhaps the most successful curriculum in America. Our entire staff put quite a lot of
effort into perfecting our systems, and preparing for the comprehensive audit which led to
our “Distinction” designation.
As Liberty parents, we become accustomed to our mighty school receiving lots of
academic awards, trophies, and certifications. This one, however, is legitimately a “shoutit-from-the-rooftops” kind of achievement.
Please CLICK HERE to learn more about what this remarkable designation means for our
students, and for the ongoing success of our excellent school.

2019-2020 School Holidays and Intermissions
March 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
May 22 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00.

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

Athletics Suspended. All high-school and junior-high athletics are suspended through
April 6, 2020. Until then, there will be no practice, or competitions as per an edict issued by
our league – the Colorado High School Athletics Association. Please CLICK HERE for
more information.

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th & 8th Track & Field
Suspended until April 6, 2020.
Jr. High Girls Soccer (6th-8th)
Suspended until April 6, 2020.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys); Coach Greenlaw (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); TBD (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports:
HS Men's Baseball
Suspended until April 6, 2020.
HS Women's Basketball
Suspended until April 6, 2020.
HS Track & Field
Suspended until April 6, 2020.
HS Women's Soccer
Suspended until April 6, 2020.
HS Men's Swim
Suspended until April 6, 2020.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Every Family A Donor
Sunset Soirée Sponsorships. Calling all
business owners. Please consider
supporting Liberty Common School’s spring

fundraiser by sponsoring the Sunset Soirée.
Various sponsorship packages are available
and each contains terrific opportunities for
promoting your business. Click HERE to
purchase, or contact Brett
Harkey: bharkey@libertycommon.org.

Invest in the Future at the Sunset Soirée. Proceeds from this year’s Sunset Soirée will
be directed towards our Invest in the Future debt-reduction campaign. Currently, we have
raised over $211,000 towards our $300,000 goal. Enjoy a beautiful night out and help us
reach our goal at the Sunset Soirée.

What Every Parent Needs To Know
A Review of an Integrated High School Mathematics
Program.
At La Habra High School, we are now using an integrated
sequence in Algebra 1 and piloting the second year of the
sequence in some Geometry sections. Next year all the
Geometry sections will use the second year of the integrated
sequence and we will have two pilot sections of the third year
of the sequence. This year I have taught... (CLICK HERE to
continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class
of that day:
“Rule No. 102. Dress Occasions. For dress
wear, a boy wears a clean, well-pressed, business
suit. In some places, a boy is expected to wear a
dark suit, with black shoes and black hose. A boy
wears his coat at all parties indoors. If, for an

outdoor party, a boy wishes to go coatless, he
should not put his coat on at all, because then his
shirt becomes wrinkled and stained with
perspiration. Sport clothes are often worn in
summertime for all informal dances and parties.
They must be clean and pressed.”

Alumni Update From Trinity Scarpella,

LCHS ’19 | Warrior

The highlight of LCHS’s 2019 Graduation Ceremony was when Trinity Scarpella’s name
was announced, and she walked across the stage to receive her diploma. Her classmates,
instructors, and administrators rose to their feet in jubilation, along with her family and
everyone else in a packed auditorium. Many cried.
Throughout much of her senior year, Trinity kept up with schoolwork from a hospital room
battling acute myelogenous leukemia (AML). She was always on the minds of everyone in
the LCHS community, especially her peers in the mighty LCHS Class of 2019. She still is.
Trinity’s parents Becky & Todd Scarpella are devoted parents in our Liberty Common
School community. Trinity’s brothers Jadon (11th grade), and Gabriel (9th grade) have
been rallying for their big sister in faithful and gallant ways. Please CLICK HERE to track
the LCHS alumna’s brave battle against AML. Guidance on donations and prayers is also
being communicated through the site. Comments and messages can be left at the site,
too.
Following is a journal entry by Trinity posted last week:
When It Rains It Pours- March 04, 2020. There’s always something. That’s how this last
month has felt. When they took my blood samples in February they saw my ferritin levels
were super high which was to be expected after all the blood transfusions I had. I had an
MRI to see if my liver is storing iron. Thankfully they saw it is. I say thankfully because, if
not, they would have had to go searching for where the iron is building up, and I do not
want to run through more tests.
I also started my inhibitor back up because that is my best chance against relapse. I will
be on it for up to two years. While the inhibitor is not a chemo, it still has some side effects

which have hit me pretty hard in the last week. My doctors say that those side effects
should subside after a couple of weeks. The inhibitor has also affected my numbers. It
feels like one step forward two steps back because I’ve spent months waiting for my ALC
to rise above 1000 and now it has dropped to 700. For comparison it at 800 in
January. Although I am frustrated I would rather spend a couple months longer in the
mask than relapse.
On the topic of masks, it is very frustrating with the coronavirus panic because masks that
are need for medical patients like me (post-BMT and immune-compromised patients) are
having trouble getting masks. The hospitals have started rationing them. I foresee a huge
problem in the future if people who don’t need them yet don’t stop buying and hoarding
them. The doctors are even having trouble getting the surgical masks that they need to
treat patients. Please be aware that are people who desperately need these supplies and
are unable to get them.
One last note: I would appreciate prayers for my protection this weekend. I am going on a
trip to Phoenix with the hospital and several other BMT patients. Pray that all of us patients
would be safe from any virus, especially now that my counts are way down. I don’t know
anyone so this will be a great opportunity to get to know others in similar circumstances.
I am sad to share that on February 18 Will passed away. My mom and I attended his
funeral service last Thursday. It was a beautiful service but also very difficult. We then
again attended another service on Saturday for another fellow leukemia patient. I am not
sure what the appropriate mourning is for me as I didn’t know either of them super well,
but their passing has broken my heart. They both believed in Jesus so I know they are in
heaven, but prayers are appreciated for their families.

News Worth Repeating
Proposed Immunization-Exemption Law. A bill moving now through the Colorado State
Legislature proposes modifying the school-entry-immunization process. SB-163, if passed,
will impact families that claim a medical- or nonmedical-vaccination exemption by
imposing new mandates, and a vaccination-exemption tracking system. The proposal
would impose new reporting requirements on schools. CLICK HERE to read the latest
version of the bill. CLICK HERE for an interactive map of legislators should you wish to
contact them. CLICK HERE to contact Colorado Governor Jared Polis whose final
approval of the proposal will make it become law.

Anti-Charter-School Legislation Being Drafted. The Colorado League of Charter
Schools is tracking a legislative proposal which will negatively impact parental choice in
education, increase financial burdens on charter schools, and undermine charter schools
involved in disputes with local school districts. The proposal directly threatens the Liberty
Board of Director’s primary strategic goal of institutional strength. Please CLICK HERE to
access advocacy opportunities coordinated by the Colorado League of Charter
Schools. Watch for updates and action requests in future editions of Liberty Common
Sense.

Microsoft Server Help Needed. Does anyone in our Liberty Common community have
experience or familiarity with Microsoft Power Exchange or Sharepoint? The school’s
Student Data-Privacy Committee, and our Operations Office are pondering strategies
around email and shared-document usage. The Committee could use a parent to assist in
navigating our school in the best direction where these things are concerned. Please
email SDP chair/parent/IT Director Mr. Bill Kranz if you can lend a hand.

Lost-And-Found. Please take a few minutes to visit our Lost-And-Found. The shelves
are bursting at the seams with items. All items not claimed by the end of the today, will be
given to charity.

Job Openings. Please visit our website to view the job openings for the 2020-2021
school year. Referrals are often the best source for employees, so please pass these
along if you know of anyone who would be an excellent physical education instructor or an
engineering and math instructor.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention all
Liberty Common dads, granddads, uncles,
etc: Please sign up with the Liberty
WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad Mr. Wes Cardenas,
WatchD.O.G coordinator, urges all adult men in
the LCS family to spend some time in the school
during the school year assisting with the ebb and
flow of 612 students. It’s a great experience, and
makes a big positive difference in the life of our
excellent school. CLICK HERE to sign up and
get a date or two (or more) on the calendar, and
to let all LCS students know they can count on you this year to be a WatchD.O.G.

Approved 2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Aug. 24 | Classes Begin
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS & INTERMISSIONS
Sept. 7 | Labor Day
Oct. 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 25-27 | Thanksgiving
Dec. 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan. 18 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 12 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 15 | President's Day
March 15-19 | Spring Break
April 2 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- March 26 | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.

STAY CONNECTED








Visit our website

Join our Mailing List

Giving to Liberty

