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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
Next week is Marquis de Lafayette Week at Liberty Common
Marie-Joseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert du Motier, the
Marquis de Lafayette, was born into an aristocratic French
family in 1757. At the age of nineteen he dedicated himself
to the cause of independence for the United States, and
soon after arriving in America became a general in the
revolutionary army. He played a crucial role in persuading
France to enter the war on the American side. After having
helped secure the independence of the United States,
Lafayette returned to France where he was an author of The
Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, whose
tenets are enshrined to this day in the constitution of

France. For his work in securing liberty in both America and in France, Lafayette has been
referred to as the hero of two worlds.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Feast On Splendid Ideas
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
It’s nearly here. One of our school’s most celebrated family, community events starts
tomorrow morning.
However, everyone can still attend the main keynote
lecture by Dr. Brian A Williams who’s flying in from
Philadelphia to kick things off at 9:30AM.
Williams’ lecture appeals to parents of both LCS
campuses. Prospective parents, friends, neighbors,
families from other schools – anyone who appreciates
learning through leisure is invited.
Big thanks go to the many instructors, students, and administrators from Liberty, and from
other nearby schools, who have put considerable hours into preparation for this
remarkable gathering. If you can’t attend, make sure that doesn’t happen again next
year. Our Festival of Ideas is really something special.

All Liberty-Newsworthy Notices

12 days left to purchase your Sunset Soirée tickets. Tickets are on sale until March
11, so don’t miss out. Our spring fundraising event will be a wonderful opportunity to
socialize with parents, teachers, and friends of Liberty Common School. Please mark your
calendars for Friday, March 27 at 7:00 p.m. We will be gathering at the lovely Windsong
Estate Event Center for terrific music, food, and fun. Tickets available HERE.
Festival Of Ideas. The registration deadline for
Festival of Ideas 2020 has passed. If you registered
for Festival Of Ideas, we will see you Saturday
morning at 9:00AM. This is shaping up to be the best
year yet.
CLICK HERE for Festival of Ideas Event information.
CLICK HERE to donate to the Festival Of Ideas
Fundraiser.

2020 Parent Survey. Liberty’s Board of Directors
asks all Liberty parents to complete two brief
input surveys to help gauge opinions about our
school. First, is a general (k-12) survey covering
broad topics about the school. Second, is a
specific survey particular to a student’s
classroom and school setting (k-6; 7-8; 912). PLEASE CLICK HERE to take the general
survey – deadline is today, February 28th.
Thank you in advance for taking time to give
feedback. Please complete the following classroom-specific surveys (one for each of your
children attending Liberty) by March 13th:
CLICK HERE to take the elementary survey.
CLICK HERE to take the junior-high survey.
CLICK HERE to take the high-school survey.

Sincerely, Liberty Common Board of Directors and Liberty Administration

Microsoft Server Help Needed. Does anyone in our Liberty Common community have
experience or familiarity with Microsoft Power Exchange or Sharepoint? The school’s
Student Data-Privacy Committee, and our Operations Office are pondering strategies
around email and shared-document usage. The Committee could use a parent to assist in
navigating our school in the best direction where these things are concerned. Please
email SDP chair/parent/IT Director Mr. Bill Kranz if you can lend a hand.

Staff CPR Class. Pictured nearby are
the most recent staff members and
coaches to be certified in American
Red Cross Adult/Pediatric CPR/First
Aid/AED.

Elementary School - Newsworthy Notices
It’s Book-Fair Time. Here at LCS,
we're bananas about books! Swing on
in, next week, for the annual Book Fair
Monday through Friday from 8:00AM
to 4:00PM. Family night is Tuesday,
March 3rd from 6:00PM to
8:00PM. Enjoy jungle snacks, games,
activities, and prizes. Our Goodies
With Grands event will be held
Thursday morning March 5th before
school. Bring a grandma and/or
grandpa to shop before school. Donuts
and coffee provided. This year's fair is
sure to be roaring good time. Oh, and keep a lookout for book characters coming to life.

Elementary School Calendar
February 28 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
February 28 | Chessmates.
February 29 | Festival of Ideas, 9 AM- 12 PM, Liberty Common High School.
March 2-March 6 | Book Fair, LCS.
March 6 | Classroom Group Pictures.
March 13 | 3rd Quarter Ends.
March 13 | 6th Graders to LCHS (All Day).
March 16-20 | Spring Break, NO SCHOOL.
March 24 | New Kindergarten Parent Orientation, 6:30 PM.
March 26 | BOD Mtg., 6:00PM, LCHS Acropolis.

April 3 | Kindergarten Roundup.
April 6 | 5th-Grade Human Development Parent Info. Meeting, 6:00 PM in the
5th-Grade classrooms.
April 7 | Kindergarten Concert, 6:30 PM.
April 13 | 5th-Grade Human Development Parent and Student Session. 6:008:00 PM.
April 24-25th | 5th and 6th Grade Dessert Theatre, 6:00 PM.
April 27 | Public Information Night, 6:30 PM.
April 30 | BOD Mtg., 6:00PM, LCHS Acropolis.

2019-2020 School Holidays and Intermissions
March 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
May 22 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00.

From Mr. Schaffer, Headmaster

Vocabulary Liberates Us
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Liberty’s vocabulary program is quite a remarkable story. Visiting educators from other
schools frequently ask us what’s the point of studying the so-called “dead” languages as
part of our vocabulary-building objective.
Since our inception as a classically oriented
charter public school, Liberty Common School
has furnished the proper answer.
Ours is unique among schools in Northern
Colorado in that we have a dedicated K-6
Latin program, and a Greek- and Latin-roots
strategy which is organically embedded in all
academic subjects. Liberty’s junior-high and
high-school Latin programs are just as strong
as any fancy and expensive East-Coast boarding school.
Expressive words animate magnificent
literature. This shapes the consciences,
character, and souls of well-educated
readers. Robust vocabularies connect our
students tightly with literature’s best
authors, history’s best examples, and
fiction’s worthiest figures.

Timeless works – The Iliad, The Odyssey,
and The Book of Job for example – are
universal. Preparing Liberty students to
navigate the Preparing Liberty students to
navigate the words, phrases, and themes
of these master works thoroughly primes
our young readers for their own life
journeys, along with the adversities,
uncertainties, and joys they’ll encounter
along the way.
The intellectual effect is cumulative; in fact, exponential. Eleventh graders who enroll in
Liberty’s high-level foreign-language courses tackle fluency examinations at the most
difficult levels tested anywhere in the world – and they consistently achieve the highest
scores.
Their strong vocabularies give Liberty students extraordinary powers to communicate
clearly, even in foreign languages, with acute precision, and to exchange mature ideas
toward a meeting of open minds. Truly, this is no small intellectual advantage.
All Liberty students either have it, or are in the process of acquiring it. Liberty’s
professional instructors are in full agreement here, and teach our students accordingly.
An extensive vocabulary is real intellectual power. It sets minds free, and is therefore a
hallmark of a proper Liberty education.

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

Hello 7th- and 8th-grade families,
If your son or daughter is interested in joining the track and field team, CLICK HERE. The
first day of practice will be Monday, March 9, 3:15-5:00 PM at the elementary
school. Athletes should plan to ride on the early bus (2:52 PM) to the elementary and meet
on the wood side of the gym for practice. If you have any questions, please email Coach
Reeves or Coach Wilcox.

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th & 8th Track & Field
Mon, 3/9, First Practice, Elementary School.
Jr. High Girls Soccer (6th-8th)
Mon, 3/9, First Practice, Elementary School.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Greenlaw (Boys); Coach Greenlaw (Girls).

Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); TBD (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports:
HS Men's Baseball
Mon, 3/2, First Practice, Edora Park. Contact the coach with questions.
HS Women's Basketball
Fri, 3/6, TBD, (Click HERE for state playoff updated information).
Sat, 3/7, TBD, (Click HERE for state playoff updated information).
HS Track & Field
Mon, 3/2, First Practice, School Track. Contact the coach with questions.
HS Women's Soccer
Mon, 3/2, First Practice, Warren Park. Contact the coach with questions.
HS Men's Swim
Mon, 3/2, First Practice, Edora. Contact the coach with questions.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Every Family A Donor
Sunset Soirée Sponsorships. Calling all
Business Owners. Please consider
supporting Liberty Common School’s spring
fundraiser by sponsoring the Sunset Soirée.
Various sponsorship packages are available
and each contains terrific opportunities for
promoting your business. Click HERE to
purchase, or contact Brett
Harkey: bharkey@libertycommon.org.

Invest in the Future at the Sunset Soirée. Proceeds from this year’s Sunset Soirée will
be directed towards our Invest in the Future debt-reduction campaign. Currently, we have
raised over $211,000 towards our $300,000 goal. Enjoy a beautiful night out and help us
reach our goal at the Sunset Soirée.

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Knowing and Teaching Elementary Mathematics
by Richard Askey
THE TITLE of this article is also the title of a remarkable new
book written by Liping Ma.1 The basic format of the book is
simple. Each of the first four chapters opens with a standard
topic in elementary school mathematics, presented as a part of
a situation that would arise naturally in a classroom. These
scenarios are followed by extensive discussion by
teachers regarding how they would handle each problem,
and this discussion is interspersed with commentary by Liping
Ma...(CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class
of that day:
"Rule No. 100. School Clothes. School clothes
for boys vary with the locality. In some schools,
boys wear golf-knickers and sweaters, while, in
other schools, a boy must wear a business suit.
Boys develop quite as many freak fads as girls.
Do not let the school clown decide what all the
boys in school shall wear.”

Alumni Update From Andrew Bogus (LCHS ’18)
Now Attending Colorado State University

“Everything is online.” That’s the biggest college surprise for LCHS alumnus Andrew
Bogus (Class of 2018). Andrew is attending CSU and majoring in computer science. His
favorite class so far has been “Data Structures.” “Mr. Kranz prepared me so well that they
(CSU) moved me up to a pretty tough level in the course. It’s a big class with only two
freshman in it – another guy and me – so we’ve both got a really steep learning curve, but
we’re learning it.” Everything is done online Andrew says, “Your assignments and tests are
all auto-graded. You either get a 100%, or you fail.”
“Liberty prepared me pretty well." In hindsight, Andrew actually said, “I loved the (LCHS)
Dress Code.” This he admitted almost in disbelief of his own comment, which he said
requires some explanation. In the first few weeks of college, “I wore sweats every day,
because you’re allowed to do that in college, but it just felt wrong. So, I reverted back to
the LCHS Dress Code, on most days, and I felt better, like a better student.” Plus, he
already owned a business-casual wardrobe from his high-school days -- BONUS!
Liberty’s impact on Andrew came through the English Department, especially Mr. Jared
Dybzinski. “Mr. D had the biggest impact, no question, because he didn’t care if you got
the perfect answers or grades in class. He made me appreciate just working through the
material, enjoying it, pondering it, and using my mind. He really treated us like
adults.” Andrew advises current Liberty students to “reach out to your community around
you, because everyone at Liberty is a good person, and it won’t be like that when you
move on.” Andrew added, “Appreciate being a student at a great school. Don’t just look
forward to the weekends; embrace the Mondays. Realize school is a great time, and of
great value.”

News Worth Repeating
Lost- And- Found. Please take a few minutes to visit our Lost -And-Found. The shelves
are bursting at the seams with items. Take a look at the pictures below to see if you
recognize anything your student may be missing. All items not claimed by March 13th., will
be given to charity.

Board of Directors Election. Liberty’s volunteer
Board of Directors has two Director positions coming
open with three-year terms commencing this
June. Elections for these positions will be held the
third week of April. Online applications are currently
available.
Liberty Common School depends upon parent
volunteer leadership. Liberty’s seven-member,
parent volunteer Board of Directors is responsible for
maintaining educational and operational policies which support the vision, philosophy, and
mission as defined in Liberty’s Charter Application, Contract, Bylaws and Board Policies.
Are you passionate about supporting the mission and philosophy of Liberty Common

School? Are you a critical thinker, interested in playing a vital role in ensuring Liberty’s
continued academic and character education success? If so, your leadership could
significantly benefit Liberty’s students.
Liberty’s Board of Directors would love to answer your questions regarding Board
service. Please contact Board Director Chuck Grant, or any other Director.
Complete your Board application here: Liberty Common School Board of Directors
Application. The application deadline is 4PM, Wednesday, March 4, 2020.

Job Openings. Please visit our website to view the job openings for the 2020-2021
school year. Referrals are often the best source for employees, so please pass these
along if you know of anyone who would be an excellent physical education instructor or an
engineering and math instructor.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention all
Liberty Common dads, granddads, uncles,
etc: Please sign up with the Liberty
WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad Mr. Wes Cardenas,
WatchD.O.G coordinator, urges all adult men in
the LCS family to spend some time in the school
during the school year assisting with the ebb and
flow of 612 students. It’s a great experience, and
makes a big positive difference in the life of our
excellent school. CLICK HERE to sign up and
get a date or two (or more) on the calendar, and
to let all LCS students know they can count on you this year to be a WatchD.O.G.

Approved 2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Aug. 24 | Classes Begin
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS & INTERMISSIONS
Sept. 7 | Labor Day
Oct. 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 25-27 | Thanksgiving
Dec. 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan. 18 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 12 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 15 | President's Day
March 15-19 | Spring Break
April 2 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786

You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- March 26 | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.

STAY CONNECTED






Visit our website

Join our Mailing List

Giving to Liberty



