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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
Next week is George Washington Week at Liberty Common
Next week is George Washington Week at LCHS. George
Washington (1732 – 1799) became the first President of the
United States on April 30, 1789. In May 1775, Washington, one
of the Virginia delegates, was elected Commander in Chief of
the Continental Army. Washington became a prime mover in the
steps leading to the Constitutional Convention at Philadelphia in
1787. When the new Constitution was ratified, the Electoral
College unanimously elected Washington
President. Washington enjoyed less than three years of
retirement at Mount Vernon; he died of a throat infection
December 14, 1799. For months, the Nation mourned him. For

good biographical information CLICK HERE.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Amor Vincit Omnia
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Medieval English poet Geoffrey Chaucer might have invented St. Valentine’s Day. It
was Chaucer’s poem “Parliament of Foules” that first suggested February 14 th was a
day of love and romance associated with one (possibly both) of the St. Valentines
martyred in the 1400s by Roman emperor Claudius II.
Chaucer wrote of Valentine’s feast day, “For this was
sent on Seynt Valentyne’s day / When every foul cometh
ther to choose his mate.” Naturally, all students at Liberty
Common School love Chaucer not only because of his
ubiquitous influence on poetry and lore, but because
tomorrow’s St. Valentine’s Day coincides with Liberty’s
Professional-Development Day which, combined with
Monday’s President’s Day, makes for four poetic days of
no school.
Tomorrow, Liberty instructors will fully capitalize on their
students’ absences by journeying across the educational
landscape loosely reminiscent of Chaucer’s “Canterbury
Tales.” Elementary faculty will fan out to other schools that teach the Core Knowledge
Sequence, or classically oriented curricula. They’ll sit in on classrooms, and interact with
fellow professionals.
Similarly, high-school instructors will caravan to Twin Peaks Charter Academy, a
Longmont school offering seasoned insights on classical approaches. The idea is to
observe, note, learn, bring best practices home, then apply a hundred unique experiences
in ways that move us all to love our own mighty school all the more.
Tomorrow will surely be exceptional for everyone. “Amor vincit omnia (Love conquers
all).” – Chaucer.

All Liberty-Newsworthy Notices
Liberty Common School is always looking to improve, and
we need every parent's help. This year, our Board of
Directors has modified its parent survey. We will send
families two surveys. The first is a general survey sent to
all families in the school. See the link below. Please
complete by February 28th. We will then send a studentspecific survey to all families in elementary, junior high,
and high school. Student specific-surveys should be filled out for each child.
These surveys are very important for the Board of Directors and administration to learn

about needs and areas where we can improve. Thank you in advance for taking time to
give feedback.
Click Here to take survey.
Sincerely,
Liberty Common Board of Directors and Liberty Administration

Sunset Soirée TICKETS ON SALE NOW. Our spring fundraising event will be a
wonderful opportunity to socialize with parents, teachers, and friends of Liberty Common
School. Please mark your calendars for Friday, March 27 at 7:00 p.m. We will be
gathering at the lovely Windsong Estate Event Center for terrific music, food, and fun.
Tickets available HERE.

Job Openings. Please visit our website to view the job openings for the 2020-2021
school year. Referrals are often the best source for employees, so please pass these
along if you know of anyone who would be an excellent physical education instructor or an
engineering and math instructor.

Become A Young Marine. The Rocky Mountain Young
Marines is looking to recruit a few great Liberty Common
School kids for its upcoming Recruit Class which will run
from 2/29-3/28. All boys and girls ages 8-18 are welcome to
join up to build leadership and serve the community
together. Please email Mrs. Nancy Hoyer for more
information.

Elementary School - Newsworthy Notices
The 80s Never Looked So
Great. Thanks to everyone who
braved the weather last Friday to
come to Liberty’s Annual Winter
Carnival. It was a fun night. Double
thanks to the volunteers who made it
happen; and, triple thanks to those
who covered extra shifts due to a
slight dearth of volunteers (let’s all
work to avoid that next year,
please). Some specific shout-outs go
to Liberty supermoms Tracy Braiman
who put together the fun bulletin
board, Annette Ellis who made all the
posters, Kelly Stahl and Aimee
Lastzke who planned and organized
the games, Kit Kirby and Andrea
Irish who organized the crafts, Kelly
Kreikemeier for help in the overall
planning. Special thanks to Mrs. Jill
Ronen for helping recruit
volunteers. Finally, (drumroll please)
the biggest thanks of all go to Yolanda
Sears who headed up the whole event
by serving as this year’s Winter
Carnival Coordinator. Is this a great
school or what?

Teacher Treasures. Our Teacher Treasures auction was lots of fun and a tremendous
fundraising success. Our faculty and staff were encouraged, students and their families
won memorable experiences to be shared with their teachers, and over $8,300 was
donated to Liberty Common School! A very hearty "thank you" to all who participated.

Elementary School Calendar
February 10-13 | Volunteer-Appreciation Week.
February 14 | Professional-Development Day, NO SCHOOL.
February 17 | President's Day, NO SCHOOL.
February 21 | Chessmates.
February 24-28 | Penny Drive.
February 27 | BOD Meeting, 6:00 PM.
February 28 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
February 28 | Chessmates.
February 29 | Festival of Ideas, 9 AM- 12 PM, Liberty Common High School.
March 2-March 6 | Book Fair, LCS.
March 6 | Classroom Group Pictures.
March 13 | 3rd Quarter Ends.
March 13 | 6th Graders to LCHS (All Day).
March 16-20 | Spring Break, NO SCHOOL.
March 26 | BOD Mtg., 6:00PM, LCHS Acropolis.

2019-2020 School Holidays and Intermissions
Feb. 14 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb. 17 | Presidents Day.
March 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
May 22 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00.

From Casey Churchill, LCS
Principal

Liberty Trail
By Casey Churchill
Philanthropy has been a part of America since the first pioneers travelled west. Some of
the earliest instances in history began when the pioneers travelled together by covered
wagon to survive and relocate in this new land.
From farming to diseases, the pioneers would never have survived were it not for their
support for one another. Their six-month journey west is an iconic example of the
teamwork we teach our students each year in 2nd and 5th grades.
This week was Volunteer-Appreciation
Week here at Liberty Common School. No,
we are not battling the hardships of
surviving new lands, but we are working
together to make the best educational
experience we can for our students. Every
day, we see parents here in our school
helping read with our students, or helping in
the classrooms.
One of my favorite things about Liberty is
the common values we all share. There is nothing better than surrounding ourselves with
good people who have the same goals in mind.
Just like the pioneers traveling west along the
Oregon Trail, we share this same vision to achieve
a goal. Our goal here at Liberty, however, is
achieving excellence by providing our students with
the best education possible. This is a big task that
involves everyone. Each day, we see parents,
grandparents, staff, and friends come together to
accomplish common goals.
Especially this week, we honor and thank the
parents and grandparents who come to Liberty to help educate our kids. We cannot do
what we do without our volunteers. As parents, we can demonstrate the foundation stone
of citizenship to our students by volunteering our time to Liberty Common School.
This is a great way to benefit the school and be role models at the same time. Thank you
to all visitors that have helped Liberty in some way over the year. We truly cherish your
expertise and time.
We may not be travelling west or surviving the perils of unchartered territories, but we are
creating one of the best educational institutions that will shape the lives of children for
years to come. Thank you for partnering with Liberty Common School.

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

After a 7-3 regular season, Liberty Common’s
inaugural women’s swim team finished 3rd at
the Tri-Valley Conference Championship meet,

surpassing all Patriot League opponents. Liberty
Common competes at the 3A State
Championships this weekend, qualifying all
three relays, plus 13 individual events. We will
have a 'state send-off' Friday morning at
6:10AM, Stoa.

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th Girl's Basketball
Wed, 2/19, 4PM;5PM, Away, at Eaton.
Thu, 2/20, 4PM, 5PM, Home, vs Weld Central.
8th Girl's Basketball
Wed, 2/19, 4PM;5PM, Home, vs Eaton
Thu, 2/20, 4PM, 5PM, Away, at Weld Central.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach Matthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Matthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact TBD (Boys); TBD (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); TBD (7th).

This Week In High-School Sports:
HS Men's Basketball
Fri, 2/14, 4PM;5:30PM;7PM, Home, vs Resurrection Christian.
Tue, 2/18, 4Pm;5:30PM;7PM, Away, at Eaton.
Thu, 2/20, TBD, Patriot League 1st Rnd Pigtail. (Click HERE for updated information).
Fri, 2/21, TBD, Patriot League 2nd Rnd. (Click HERE for updated information).
HS Women's Basketball
Fri, 2/14, 4PM;5:30PM;7PM, Away, at Resurrection Christian.
Tue, 2/18, 4PM;5:30PM;7PM, Home, vs Eaton.
Thu, 2/20, TBD, Patriot League 1st Rnd Pigtail. (Click HERE for updated information).
Fri, 2/21, TBD, Patriot League 2nd Rnd. (Click HERE for updated information).
HS Women's Swimming
Fri, 2/14, 6:10AM - 6:40AM, State-Swim Send-Off, Great Hall, LCHS.
Fri, 2/14, 10AM, Away, 3A State Prelims, VMAC - Thorton.
Sat, 2/15, 3:30PM, Away, 3A State Prelims, VMAC - Thorton.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach Mayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Every Family A Donor

Amazon Smile. Earn money for Liberty while you shop through smile.amazon.com.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Liberty every time you
shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the same low
prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the
added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price back to Liberty.
Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core Knowledge Charter School
Foundation.” CKC School Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit
organization. You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’ The AmazonSmile Foundation
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases back to
Liberty.

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Why Singapore Math?
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster LCHS
Years ago, when Liberty wanted to build a second-to-none
math program, the school’s Board of Directors didn’t ask which
school, which school district, or which state teaches math the
best. No; it pursued the best math program on the entire
planet.
This quest acquainted Liberty with the research and
conclusions of Liping Ma about why Chinese students
consistently outperform... (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class
of that day:
“Rule No. 98. Afternoon Dress. An afternoon
frock is worn at informal dinners, afternoon
parties, and at some teas and small dances. The
shoes must suit the dress."

Alumni Update From Evelyn Wagner LCHS '15,
Benedictine College '19.

When 2015 LCHS alumna Evelyn Wagner speaks, everyone at Liberty knows how much
they’re loved. That was certainly the case last week when the recent Benedictine College
graduate delivered keynote remarks at this year’s LCHS Gratitude Lyceum – CLICK
HERE or on the nearby image link to watch the presentation posted at the Liberty
YouTube Channel.
Miss Wagner asked students to consider the parental support they’ve received. “Why
would anyone give so freely and receive so little in return?” She suggested there’s only
one explanation as to why their families, teachers, friends, and especially their mothers
would sacrifice so much for them. “The answer, my dear friends, is love,” she said.
“You are loved more than you know,” Wagner assured an attentive student body. “Every
person who has touched your life has done so out of love for you. Every teacher who has
opened your eyes to truth, every coach who gave up hours of their weeknights and
countless weekends, every parent, sibling, friend, family member who has driven you,
clothed you, or housed you has done so out of love for you.”
In college, Wagner studied accounting and finance, and minored in theology. Now, she’s
studying for the Certified Public Accountant exam. In a previous Alumni Update entry,
Wagner wrote that she plans to “become a missionary for the Fellowship of Catholic
University Students, and commit for two years serving on a college campus leading
student to Christ through Bible studies, and one-on-one discipleship.”
Wagner’s younger siblings Davis (’20), and Cole Wagner (’22) were both in the audience
and seated with other members of the LCHS House Domus Temperantiae, the same
House their big sister once served as House Captain. “Going to school here is hard, and
no one understands that more than me,” she told the assembled students spanning
grades 7 – 12.
“But sometime between three weeks, and three years from now, you will start hearing
back from colleges,” she explained. “Many of you will get accepted into prestigious
schools. And collectively you will earn thousands of dollars in scholarships. And when that
time comes, I want you to pause, take a deep breath, and look up. Have you earned it?”
Wagner urged students to “think of how much your grades are a reflection on your
teachers, the school’s Academic Support Team, your coaches, teammates, Liberty
education, tutors, and parents. Who drove you here over the years – every day, twice a
day, 160 days a year? Someone drove you here.”
Wagner implored students to be grateful everything parents do to support them. “Your
parents fed you, put a roof over your head, and gave you clean clothes,” she reminded.
Being young and dependent on others is not something to be ashamed of, Wagner
said. Expressing gratitude for the countless things others do for us is not a statement of
weakness. “It should also be the cause of our highest joy,” she said.
“To you who couldn’t even spell meiosis, was given the knowledge of how you were
made,” Wagner explained. “The generosity you’ve experienced in your life shows the
extent to which you are loved.”
Go Ravens!

News Worth Repeating
Board of Directors Election. Liberty’s volunteer
Board of Directors has two Director positions coming
open with three-year terms commencing this
June. Elections for these positions will be held the
third week of April. Online applications are currently
available.
Liberty Common School depends upon parent
volunteer leadership. Liberty’s seven-member,
parent volunteer Board of Directors is responsible for
maintaining educational and operational policies which support the vision, philosophy, and
mission as defined in Liberty’s Charter Application, Contract, Bylaws and Board Policies.
Are you passionate about supporting the mission and philosophy of Liberty Common
School? Are you a critical thinker, interested in playing a vital role in ensuring Liberty’s
continued academic and character education success? If so, your leadership could
significantly benefit Liberty’s students.
Liberty’s Board of Directors would love to answer your questions regarding Board
service. Please contact Board Director Chuck Grant, or any other Director.
Complete your Board application here: Liberty Common School Board of Directors
Application. The application deadline is 4PM, Wednesday, March 4, 2020.

Junto Book Discussion I For Parents, Grandparents, Faculty. Please consider joining
members of the Parent Education Committee for discussions of the book Why Johnny
Can't Tell Right From Wrong. Wednesday, February 19, and Thursday, February 27,
6:30pm in the high-school’s Minerva Reading Room. More than any other, this book
inspired school founders to establish our character-education program. Mark your
calendars for one or both discussions. Please come prepared with a few points you would
like the group to discuss. We envision a general discussion of the content with an
emphasis on what parents can do to support character development in our school, and in
our children. Feel free to encourage others to read the book and join us as well. All are
welcome.Contact Paulette Hansen with questions.
Junto Book Discussion II For Parents, Grandparents, Faculty. Join Liberty instructors
Steve Ronen and Jeff Siener as they discuss the book Assassination Generation: Video
Games, Aggression, and the Psychology of Killing. All are welcome to attend the second
book discussion February 25 at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ronen. Contact Mr. Ronen or
Mr. Siener with questions.

Festival Of Ideas. On Saturday, February 29th, we are hosting our fourth-annual Festival
of Ideas from 9:00AM-2:00PM. The Festival of Ideas is a colloquium where content
experts and students come together to contribute to a diverse and vibrant conversation of
intellectual curiosity and expertise. Speakers will be presenting on a broad array of topics
from the fields of archaeology, philosophy, astrophysics, art history, and more. Come join
us for a day of exploration and discovery.
CLICK HERE to register for the event.
Fundraiser for Festival of Ideas Needs
Your Help. This year for Festival of Ideas,
we would like to fly in worldrenowned keynote speaker, Dr. Brian A.
Williams. We would also like to provide a
complimentary breakfast and lunch to our
guests. The drawback is that we need the

funds to be able to provide these perks.
Please help make Festival of Ideas the best
it can be. Click here to donate now.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention all
Liberty Common dads, granddads, uncles,
etc: Please sign up with the Liberty
WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad Mr. Wes Cardenas,
WatchD.O.G coordinator, urges all adult men in
the LCS family to spend some time in the school
during the school year assisting with the ebb and
flow of 612 students. It’s a great experience, and
makes a big positive difference in the life of our
excellent school. CLICK HERE to sign up and
get a date or two (or more) on the calendar, and
to let all LCS students know they can count on you this year to be a WatchD.O.G.

Approved 2020-2021 School Holidays and Intermissions
Aug. 24 | Classes Begin
May 21 | Last Day of Classes--1/2 Day
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS & INTERMISSIONS
Sept. 7 | Labor Day
Oct. 23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 25-27 | Thanksgiving
Dec. 21-Jan 1 | Christmas Break
Jan. 18 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 12 | Professional Development Day
Feb. 15 | President's Day
March 15-19 | Spring Break
April 2 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 970-219-2384
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- February 27 | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.

STAY CONNECTED






Visit our website

Join our Mailing List

Giving to Liberty



