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PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
It is Francis Bacon Week at Liberty Common School
Francis Bacon was an English scientist, philosopher, and
statesman. Born in 1561, Bacon would later discover and
popularize the scientific method, whereby the laws of
science are discovered by gathering and analyzing data
from experiments and observations, rather than by using
logic-based arguments. Bacon wrote History of Life and
Death, a long treatise on medicine. He is considered the
“father of the experimental philosophy” and “the father of
the scientific method,” a label first bestowed upon him by his

contemporary, Voltaire.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Last School Day Of 2019
By: Bob Schaffer
None of us who work at Liberty are getting rich in the education business (no, we’re not
whining here); but, lots of faculty, staff, and administrators have mustered contributions
to the fund drive. The idea of paying down interest and debt on one of the school’s
bonds makes a lot of sense.
The Schaffer donation to Liberty’s year-end fundraising appeal was sent this week. If
you’ve not yet responded to the recent solicitation letter mailed by the Liberty Board of
Directors, please do soon – CLICK HERE.
Any amount committed to the cause now, will pay off
enormously over the next few years. The school is in fine
financial shape. Still, the plan to pump more compound-interest
savings – annually – into our classrooms through debt relief
now, is kind of exciting for those of us who know first-hand the
day-to-day value of school investments.
Today is the last school day of 2019, and we still have almost
two weeks to close out the calendar year by putting a big dent
in the school’s interest-payment obligations.

Learn more elsewhere in today’s Common Sense newsletter; or, CLICK HERE for details
on how this fundraising campaign is benefitting our students in a huge way. Thank you.

Every Family A Donor

Invest in the Future of Liberty—Campaign Report. We are grateful for so many who
have already contributed towards our annual fundraising campaign. Follow along with
our progress HERE.
It doesn’t matter if your donation is large or small—our vision is for every family and
friend to participate. We want to pay off the entire debt now, but we still have a long way
to go and we need your help. Help us reach our goal of at least $300,000. During this
year-end giving season, we’re counting on every one to make Liberty Common School
among your highest charitable priorities. Please commit to invest in the future of
Liberty today.
GIVE ONLINE today. Or write a check and mail it in. Make a difference for every student
and teacher.
Become a Champion. Set your own personal fundraising goals and invite people to
participate with you as you help lead Liberty. To become a Champion for our Invest in
the Future Campaign:
1. Sign up HERE.
2. Choose the 2019 Annual Campaign.
3. Create your personal appeal and goals for this campaign (number of donors, number
of dollars, etc).
4. Spread the word among family, friends, and co-workers via your personalized share
link.
Donors who follow your link will see your personal message and can contribute to Liberty
while helping you meet your unique fundraising goal for the Invest in the Future
campaign.
It’s easy and only takes about 5 minutes. Become a Champion today.

All School - Newsworthy Notices
Christmas Vacation. LCS’s annual Christmas vacation
break begins today at 3:00PM and runs through Monday,
January 6th, 2020 at 7:50AM. We hope everyone enjoys
some restful downtime, a blessed holiday season, and a
prosperous New Year. See you again in January.

School Politics. The stunning success of charter schools often breeds resentment, and
political hostility amoung the guardians of status-quo education. Charter-public schools
are saturated in politics. For example, our own Poudre School District Board of Education
is backing a package of anti-charter-school initiatives targeted for the 2020 session
of the Colorado State Legislature. Earlier this year, our own Ft. Collins State
Representative Kathy Kipp introduced legislation to slash charter-school
funding. Colorado’s charter-school movement has become effective in thwarting these
attacks by organizing, and activating parents of charter-school students. Please register
your name with the Colorado Charter Advocacy Network – CLICK HERE. Doing so will
keep you in the loop on charter-school politics, and alert you when parent action is
needed.
Legislative Strategies. Liberty Common School maintains active membership in the
Colorado League of Charter Schools through which it participates in crucial on-theground lobbying at the State Capitol for the defense and advancement of charter
schools. CLICK HERE to get an idea of what goes on in “charter advocacy,” and to find
ways you might want to become personally involved.

Public-Info Night. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty
(either campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please
urge them to attend our Public-Information Night on January 13 from 6:30-8:30PM in the
LCHS Great Hall or at the elementary gymnasium. This is an informative presentation for
all parents wanting to know more about why we teach what we teach, and why we do
what we do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any grades K - 11,
attending one of these presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of those waiting for
the next open-enrollment spot.

Social-Skills Workshop For Kids. An annual workshop to develop social skills is
forming up in Fort Collins. The 29th Annual Fort Collins Cotillion meets at Fort Collins
Country Club. CLICK HERE for information and registration. Classes begin January
26th. See flyers posted in the school (both campuses), or email Liberty parent Mrs.
Raven Banning for additional details.

Robotics Romps. Congratulations to the three Liberty Common FLL robotics teams that
represented our excellent school at the state tournament in Denver last weekend. All
three teams were amazing, wonderful ambassadors for the school.

Lorax Laugher. Congratulations to Liberty FLL robotics team "LEGO Lorax" which did
an amazing job last weekend with a first-place Robot Programming Award at the state
tournament in Denver. Team members include Emily Stalcup, Riley Carlson, Julian
Cox, Silas Scarpella, Jack Carlson, and John Dillie. A special “thank you” to
Coaches Kevin Carlson and M att Stalcup.

Genie Blowout. Congratulations to Liberty Common School robotics team "Genie"
which did an amazing job last weekend pacing third in a “Robot Programming” category
at the state tournament in Denver. Team members include Francesco Arndorfer, Ben
Sundin, Tucker Bodley, Obed Black and Andrew Barber. A special “thank you” to
coaches Jeremy Cox and Todd Arndorfer.

Atlantis Palm. Congratulations to Liberty FLL robotics team "Atlantis" which did an
amazing job last weekend at the state tournament in Denver with a top-ten finish in the
robot game. Teams members include Noah M artin, Grant Koontz, M ax Kirby, Carter
Gillespie, Vincent Athearn. A special “thank you” to coacher M ike Kirby and Steve
M artin.

Elementary School - Newsworthy Notices
See You At The Bee. Join us on Tuesday, January 7th at
3:30pm, in the Connie Behr Memorial Library for the 4th-,
5th-, and 6th-grade school-wide spelling bee. Contestants
are: 4th Grade: Lily Shea (M iss M anthei), Pranav
Sriram (M r. Siener), and Hailey Robinson (M r.
Ronen); 5th Grade: Cole Panella (M rs. Cardenas), M ax
Kirby (M rs. Hickman), M iriam Huffsmith (M rs.
Hersh); 6th Grade: Izzy Knowles (M rs. Allen), Natalie
Snodgrass (M rs. Jurgens).

Promethean Contraptions On
Display. Astonishing group creations
were unveiled for parents and visitors
today as LCS 6th graders activated
their Rube Goldberg inventions. The
contraptions entailed elaborate
arrangements of strings, pulleys,
springs, ramps, funnels, levers, and
all manner of kinetic objects. The
Rube Goldberg Machine Contest is
inspired by award-winning artist Rube
Goldberg whose “inventions” made
fun of new technologies. Some of the
simple tasks included opening a desk,
stapling a paper, lowering candy into
a mouth, taking a hat off someone’s head, starting a fan, stamping a letter, ringing a bell,
scoring a goal, dropping a marble in a cup or bag, finishing a smiley face, and blowdrying M r. Huey’s hair. CLICK HERE for event photos posted at the Liberty Common

School Facebook Group Page.

Letters From The Frontlines. Fifth graders in M rs. Hickman’s class have been
writing letters to American warriors serving in Afghanistan. The students began receiving
responses this week including an Army Airborne unit patch enclosed with a letter sent to
student Grace Harvey by SSG Dane Rubsam of Cleveland, Ohio. Hooah! Liberty
students are very excited to show citizenship by continuing to write to deployed
warfighters throughout the year.

Mrs. Hickman's 5th-grade class displaying its letters from
warriors.

Grace Harvey with Army Airb orne unit
patch.

Teacher Treasures Are Coming. Liberty’s “Teacher Treasures” are fantastically fun
and unique experiences students enjoy with their favorite teachers and staff. Examples
include hiking, target shooting, a kid-friendly dinner party, and so much more. These
one-on-one experiences have such positive impact on our students, and school. This fun
tradition is an elementary-school-only fundraiser that culminates at the Winter Carnival
on February 7. Watch your inbox for details in January and get ready to bid to win!

Art-Room Volunteers Needed – Badly. LCS art
instructor M rs. Tracy Nichols could use more art-room
volunteers starting in January. Roomfuls of youngsters
working with rafts of art supplies is plainly a mishap-rich
environment – unless a few adults are on hand to
assist. Please CLICK HERE to sign up today, and help
ensure our art room remains an academic masterpiece.

Holiday Cheer Among Us Here

Faculty and staff pose for the LCS Annual Ugly Sweater Day photo.

Fort Collins Police Officer, and friend of Mrs. Gowing's, Officer Joey Cassleman shares a favorite
Christmas story with Mrs. Kleen's M/W class.

Mrs. Russell, Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Ronen and Mrs. Grandprey pose wearing their favorite holiday
accessories.

Toys For Tots Scores Big. LCS 1st graders collected toys for the Toys For Tots program and shared
their collection with representatives from #TheMarshallEffect. The 1st graders collected 111 toys, 12
stockings filled with goodies, and 35 b ooks. Princess Rupunzel and princess Tiana surprised the
students and LCS parent Deborah Cross, Commandant/Adj USMC Detachment #785 / Coordinator LC
Toys for Tots and PFC Calvin Miller were also present for the collection.

Stockings For Seniors. LCS 5th graders delivered 107 gift-stuffed Christmas stockings
they prepared for residents of Spring Creek Healthcare Center last Friday. Parents,
siblings, and supporters assisted in distributing stockings, singing carols, and chatting
with residents. A merry time was had by all, and the gesture definitely reflected well on
students attending our excellent school.

Elementary School Calendar
Jan. 7 | Spelling Bee, after school in library.
Jan. 13 | Public-Information Night, 6:30 PM.
Jan. 14 | Geography Bee, after school in library.
Jan. 20 | Martin Luther King Day, NO SCHOOL.
Jan. 21 | PDS written spelling bee, 1:00 PM.
January 30 | BOD Mtg., 6:00 PM, LCHS Acropolis.

Alumni Update from Mariah Gentz (LCHS ’16),
now attending UNC in Greeley.

Hello LCHS! I recently received a letter from a junior at Liberty, and I figured I should give
those of you getting ready to graduate a window into post-LCHS life. I am currently in my
senior year at the University of Northern Colorado, and I am 12 credit hours away from
earning my bachelors in audiology and speech language pathology.
Now that it is December, my finals are finished, and I am finishing up my applications for
graduate school. Once my graduate degree is completed, I will become a speechlanguage pathologist!
Soon I can apply all that I have learned these past three-and-a-half years by getting my
first patients while taking classes. All these hours of studying will be put into practice! I
took the Graduate Records Examination to apply for graduate school, and I am happy to
report that it went very well!
I can thank Latin and Greek for helping me with the intense vocabulary, and the input
that LCHS English teachers gave on my high-school papers set my essays apart! Liberty
really set me up for success in college, and it keeps paying off! I am so thankful for the

academic background I gained in my time at Liberty, and you are all going to do
great! Best of luck to you all!

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

What do you do when you have early
morning practice the day of finals? You
multitask. Rachel Patawaran is pictured
nearby studying for her Western-Civ final.
7th- and 8th-grade girl's basketball begins
Monday, 6 January, 2020. Girls will take
the shuttle to the elementary school where
practice will begin at 3:30pm.
The 7th-grade boys basketball team
finished 2nd in the NPMLA last Saturday. It
lost to Highland.
Liberty Common is looking for a 7thgrade volleyball coach for next year.
Coach Lanciotti moved out of the city.
She left big shoes to fill and she will be
missed. Interested candidates should
email M r. Knab.
This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th Girl's Basketball
1st Practice, 3:30PM, Elementary School.
8th Girl's Basketball
1st Practice, 3:30PM, Elementary School.
Go to the Liberty-Common Website for the game schedule and directions.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach M atthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach M atthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Wrona (Boys); TBD (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th).
This Week In High-School Sports:
HS M en's Basketball
Tue, 1/7, 4PM; 7PM, Home, vs Windsor Charter.(JV and Varsity Only).
Thu, 1/9, 4PM; 5:30PM; 7PM, Home, vs Valley (non-league game).
Sat, 1/11, 8AM- 4PM, Home, C-Team round-robin (elementary school).
HS Women's Basketball
Fri, 12/20, 5:30PM; 7PM, at Eagle Ridge Academy.
Tue, 1/7, 5:30PM, Home, vs Windsor Charter (JV Only).
HS Women's Swimming

Sat, 1/4, 10AM, Away, Keith Weideman Invite, Greeley Recreation Center
Sat, 1/11, 8AM, Away, Mustang Invitational, VMAC - Thorton
Athletic Fee: You can now go to your PowerSchool account and pay your athletic fee
online.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach M ayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
M anners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 92. Shoes. Shoes should be chosen to suit
the type of dress. Shoes can be cleaned and shined at
home at very little expense, so there is little excuse for illkept shoes. Keep your heels straight. Run-over heels
spoil your whole appearance, and endanger your health
by throwing your body out of balance.”

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Why Does Liberty Have Great Books Reading Lists?
Dr. M aureen Schaffer, parent and founder
"I don’t care what my child eats, just so long as he’s eating!” How
many times have we heard this familiar statement uttered by a
parent? Probably never. But change eat to read, and perhaps
you’ve considered the thought yourself.
So why does Liberty require students to select books from
approved Great Books lists for required “outside” reading...(CLICK
HERE to continue reading).

News Worth Repeating
Parenting With Love and Logic in 2020. Dr. Jason Clarke, PhD. is returning to
Liberty on 1/22, 2/26, and 3/25 to teach Love and Logic for $98.00 per person. This
price includes a workbook designed to work hand-in-hand with the Love and Logic
curricula. These workshops give parents the opportunity to have an interactive
discussion with Dr. Clarke and one another on Love and Logic. Parents are encouraged
to sign up soon. Space is limited. Register at the LCS front desk.

Check out Liberty sportswear. CLICK
HERE to choose your favorite Liberty
swag. Orders are delivered to the school,
and can be picked up by parents.

M icrosoft Power Platform Help Needed. Does
anyone in our Liberty Common community have
experience or familiarity with Microsoft Power BI? The
school’s Financial Advisory Committee, and our
Business Office are pondering strategies to generate
better interactive reports, and analytical tools. The
Committee could use a parent to assist in navigating
our school in the best direction where these things
are concerned. Please email FAC chair/parent M r. Brad Kreikemeier if you can lend
a hand.

Lunch Ordering Update. CLICK HERE for new vendor information. There are many
great restaurants delivering fresh, hot meals each week. The order deadline is 1PM the
day before so you still have plenty of time.

Volunteering at LCS. Liberty Common School values parent involvement. Volunteering
has a positive effect on student achievement and enhances the educational experience
for the entire school community; staff, faculty, parents and students. If you are interested
in volunteering at LCS and have not previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK
HERE to register.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention all
Liberty Common dads, granddads, uncles,
etc: Please sign up with the Liberty
WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad M r. Wes Cardenas,
WatchD.O.G coordinator, urges all adult men in
the LCS family to spend some time in the school
during the school year assisting with the ebb
and flow of 612 students. It’s a great experience,
and makes a big positive difference in the life of
our excellent school. CLICK HERE to sign up
and get a date or two (or more) on the calendar,
and to let all LCS students know they can count on you this year to be a WatchD.O.G.

2019-2020 School Calendar
Dec. 23-Jan. 3 | Winter Break.
Jan. 20 | Martin Luther King Day.
Feb. 14 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb. 17 | Presidents Day.
M arch 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
M ay 22 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00.

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 303-435-3873
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Charles Grant: 917-957-9786

You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meeting- January 30 | 6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.

