Liberty Common Sense
“A weekly account of our revolutionary journey”

Volume 23, Issue 47 - November 15, 2019


PER ASPERA AD ASTRA
(THROUGH HARDSHIPS TO THE STARS)
Class of 2020 School Motto
This Week is Aaron Copland Week at LCS
Aaron Copland was one of the most important figures in
American music during the second quarter of the
twentieth century, both as a composer and as a
spokesman who was concerned about making Americans
aware of the importance of music. He won the Pulitzer
Prize for music in 1945.

From Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Lessons at the Oasis
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Last Monday’s Liberty Lecture presenter Helen Raleigh described Liberty as an
academic oasis. “This is the reason you all love your school so much,” she said to the
large audience.
In the context of her remarks about the uprising in Hong Kong, Raleigh adjured students
to heed lessons they learn about government structures, economic systems, rights, and
entitlements, and to know the difference. Civic knowledge, she advised, makes the
difference between freedom, and totalitarianism.
Indeed, the latest National Assessment of Education Progress, released last
month, shows reading proficiency among American schoolchildren has dropped further;
and math proficiency remains basically flat. In both cases, lowest-performing students
are doing worse, year over year. Overall, the results show public schools are failing to
meet the academic needs of American students.

Speaking Wednesday at the high-school’s patriotism Lyceum, Liberty parent Army
Lt. Col. (ret) Rick Wrona expressed similar concern for the republic as new
polling shows 75% of Americans can’t name all three branches of government. The
same poll shows more than a third cannot name any of the five rights protected under
the First Amendment.
Liberty’s students thrive on solid lessons about civics, economics, virtue, and the
principles of freedom. After all, they’re learning at an intellectual oasis, refreshing their
maturing minds with essential knowledge – the indispensable support for life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness.

All School - Newsworthy Notices

Hong Kong Lecture Was Fantastic. Monday’s Liberty
Lecture featuring economist Helen Raleigh was well
attended, engaging, and enlightening. Mrs. Raleigh’s
personal story as a Chinese immigrant becoming a
successful entrepreneur was equally inspiring, and
allowed the audience to see the contrasts between
Chinese communism, and the free economy of the
American Republic. Afterwards, students and families
bought all of Raleigh’s books she signed and
sold. Copies can be purchased online – CLICK
HERE. Event photos are posted at the school’s
Facebook page – CLICK HERE.

Great-Books Symposium Was
Great. Last week’s “Great-Books
Symposium” turned out to be a beautiful
explanation of Liberty Common School’s
philosophy about its reading list, and the
literary qualities we look for when adding
books to the list of those meeting the
standards of a truly great book. Kudos to
Liberty’s librarian M rs. Paige Gowing for
organizing and leading the
symposium. Gowing is a former Liberty
student herself, a fact explaining her
personal enthusiasm for acquainting
Liberty students with books they ought to
be reading. The gathering occurred in the Constance Behr Memorial Library at the
elementary school. Mrs. Gowing invited all Liberty parents and students to contact her
for help selecting age-appropriate books aligned with the school’s Core Knowledge
Sequence, and school-wide curricular objectives.

Grandparents Day Volunteer Signup. By now, most families have received their
invitation to Grandparents Day (GPD) November 26, 2019. If not, grandparents do not
need an invitation to attend, nor do they need to RSVP. To make this event seamless
and extraordinary, a small group of committed parents have been working tirelessly
behind the scenes, and we are asking for additional volunteers.
CLICK HERE to volunteer at the Elementary School GPD.
CLICK HERE to sign-up to donate food for GPD.

Next Liberty Lecture – Claude
M onet. Seeing images of his paintings is
interesting. Seeing them in person is
spellbinding. Learning to deeply
appreciate the artistic genius behind
Claude M onet’s masterpieces through a
lesson given by top art instructors is lifechanging. That’s what’s on the pallet for
the next Liberty Lecture – Wednesday,
December 11th, 6:30 – 8:00PM in the
LCHS Great Hall. Don’t miss an enchanted
evening with Liberty art instructors M rs.
M egan Salazar, and M r. Rex Seiple –
and their celebrated subject Claude
Monet. Monet is a popular topic in the
West right now thanks to an
extraordinary exhibit of his paintings
at the Denver Art M useum running
through January in Denver. Salazar and
Seiple recently led a group of LCHS art
students on a fieldtrip to see the
exhibit. Every one of them was moved at
their intellectual core. Experience the
same by putting this spectacular lecture on
your calendar.

Common Sense Back Issues Available. Miss a Common Sense, or want to share a bit
of school news with a friend? Please visit the Liberty website: View the LCS Common
Sense Archive, and LCHS Common Sense Archive , or keep up on our latest news in
the News Section.

M eet M e in St. Louis. Liberty Common High School's
Theatre program would like to invite you to its production
of Meet Me in St. Louis. Prepare for a heart-warming
evening filled with song, dance, and good company. Meet
Me in St. Louis is a "wholesome and delightful portrait of a
turn-of-the-century American family. It is the summer of
1903, and the Smith family eagerly anticipates the
opening of the 1904 World’s Fair. Over the course of a
year, the family’s mutual respect, tempered with goodnatured humor, helps them through romance, opportunity,

and heartbreaks." There are three shows to Choose from,
Dec 6th 7PM, Dec 7th Matinee 2PM, and Dec 7th 7PM.
Shows will be held at LCS Auditorium. 1725 Sharp Point
Drive. CLICK HERE to purchase tickets.

History of Liberty
How Did We Get Here?
Part Three of a Five-Part Series.
The History of Liberty Common School
It was June of 1996. Advocates for the Core Knowledge
Charter School had come up short after being legally outmaneuvered by the school district. The parents faced a
$5,000 debt for legal filings and newsletters to its growing
list of supporters.
The unsinkable charter group wasted no time mobilizing
its next charter effort. It “passed the hat” yet again, this time requesting additional
donations to hire a lawyer of its own.
The parents contacted local attorney M r. M ike M axwell to assist in rewriting and
negotiating their charter. Maxwell was immediately captivated by the critical nature of the
school choice movement. He and his partners donated their time and expertise to the
cause.
The name of the new school would be Liberty Common. Why? At a common school,
students of all ages and socio-economic backgrounds could obtain a common
education.
But, why Liberty? Liberty stood for parents who would now have educational
choice. Liberty stood for teachers who would no longer have to work in a broken
system. And most importantly, Liberty would symbolize the true freedom that can only be
achieved when a student possesses an educated mind.
On October 1, 1996 the charter application for Liberty Common School was submitted to
PSD, along with a file drawer of supporting documents, reports, and studies. The new
charter provided in-depth rationale for each aspect of the school the parents deemed
non-negotiable. Still, negotiations dragged on for months.
Finally PSD approved the charter, and a five-year contract was signed on February 24,
1997. Now, the real work would begin!
The charter group scrambled to simultaneously find a building and hire staff. Teams of
parents conducted interviews at the offices of Dr. Everett’s urology practice. (Applicants
were quite relieved to learn physical exams were not part of the drill!).

Although there was still no school building, one courageous administrator, Dr. Kathryn
Knox, took a gamble and signed on as Liberty’s first headmaster. She quickly melded
with the team and donated dozens of hours interviewing potential teachers.
A powerhouse staff with a pioneering spirit was assembled, including Dave Lunn,
Cherie Pedersen, and Jeff Siener, who are all still cornerstones of Liberty today. The
late Connie Behr our former elementary school librarian was also actively involved.
Teachers joined forces with parents to identify curriculum resources and skills programs
to augment the Core Knowledge Sequence.
Meanwhile, parent Peter Kast, worked fervently to pull together a suitable building and
financing for the new school. Pursuing multiple deals simultaneously, Peter never gave
up as each financing option ultimately collapsed. Would anyone lend money to this
unknown entity called a charter school?
It was now summer and fall was fast approaching. A building was needed immediately if
there was to be sufficient time for renovations. Peter assembled a small group of
investors to purchase the Colgate factory near the detention center and lease the
building to the charter school. The deal closed in late June.
The facility question was answered, but substantial reconstruction was necessary to
convert the former toothpaste and mouthwash factory into a school. Thirteen Liberty
families put up personal assets as collateral for the million dollar construction loan. It was
now July.
Amazingly, due to the support of former PSD Board President David Neenan, his
construction firm, the Neenan Company, completed the massive remodel in less than 60
days!
The concrete floors were bare, and the upstairs remained unfinished. A support column
stood in the middle of the small gym. The performance hall, wood gym, art rooms, and
track were non-existent. But none of that mattered.

In September 1997, a dream became a reality as Liberty Common School opened its
doors to more than four hundred eager young students in kindergarten through 7th
grade. And the rest is history!

Elementary School - Newsworthy Notices
6th-Grade Parent M eeting. Please join us on December 5 at 6:30PM in the LCHS
Great Hall for an information session on the transition from 6th to 7th grade. Students
may attend, but this night is primarily for parents. Our hope is to ensure all 6th-grade
parents are well-informed regarding the opportunities, expectations, and philosophy of

the junior high. We want to answer your questions and ensure you have all the
information you need to help your children to begin their transition to junior high at
LCHS.

Mrs. Gowing's Great Book of The Week
Every time I read this book to a secondgrade class, I, and several students tear
up. You can’t help it. That’s the power of
Julius Lester’s storytelling. A great
American hero is brought to life through
Lester’s words and Pinkney’s gorgeously
illusive watercolor illustrations. Suitably
oversized, the illustrations bring to life a
larger-than-life character. With expressive
strokes of paint and syntax, Pinkney and
Lester have created the kind of story that
jumps off the page and into readers’
hearts. John Henry chronicles the life of
freeman John Henry. Strong as an ox,
kindhearted and fair, our main character travels through the U.S. with nothing but his
trusty sledgehammers. This carefully crafted updated retelling of one of our country’s
most beloved tall tales begs to be read aloud for its rich, rhythmic storytelling flow. A
triumph of collaboration, John Henry is sure to become a new family favorite.

Underwear Needed. Yeah, it’s weird – but kind of important. Young kids have
accidents at school. Health-office funds to buy emergency underwear is limited. Parents
of kids prone to any sort of bathroom accident should supply a spare pair of underwear
and dress-code bottoms in the child’s backpack for emergency use. Additionally,
donations of packaged, new underwear for girls or boys are appreciated – a lot – for use
by our students. Please drop them off at the front office anytime. Thank you.

Budding Artists. Faculty and staff discovered their hidden artistic talents thanks to LCS
art instructor M rs. Tracy Nichols. Wednesday evening, they unwound as Tracy
instructed them through a serene winter landscape. This is the second year Tracy has
shared her passion with elementary staff. The paints for these watercolor masterpieces
were salvaged from dried-up classroom markers collected by LCS kindergarten instructor
M rs. Angela Horton before being sent back to the manufacturer for recycling.

Robotics Rout. Last weekend, the Liberty Common 4th-grade FLL robotics team Plo
Koon won first-place in a robot game at the Liberty Common tournament. Team members
include budding engineers Henry Beauvillier, Emily Dean, Connor Ortiz, Andy Ring
and Pranav Srinivasan along with coaches Sriram Srinivasan and Sandy
Ring. They’re all pictured nearby sporting winning smiles, team shirts, and an impressive
trophy.

Elementary School Calendar
Nov. 15 | Hearing/Vision Screening.
Nov. 18 | Character Award Assembly, K-3rd Grade, 8:10-8:45 AM, 4th-Grade6th-Grade, 8:55-9:35 AM. Presenter Mrs. Deb Cross, Liberty Common parent
and representative of Larimer County Marine Corp Toys For Tots program.
Nov. 18 | 2nd-Annual Junto | 6:30PM-8:15PM | LCHS Great Hall and classrooms.
Nov. 21 | BOD Mtg., 6:00PM, LCHS Acropolis.
Nov. 26 | Grandparents Day.
Nov. 27-29 | Thanksgiving Break, no school.
Dec. 6 | 5th-Grade Movie Night, 5:00 PM-7:00 PM.

Dec. 6 | Chessmates.
Dec. 11 | Liberty Lecture: Monet in Denver | 6:30 PM | LCHS Great Hall.
Dec. 13 | Free-Dress Day.
Dec. 16 | Character-Award Assembly| 4th Grade - 6th Grade, 8:10-8:45 AM.,
K-3rd Grade, 8:55-9:35 AM.
Dec. 19 | BOD Mtg.|6:00PM | LCHS Acropolis.
Dec. 20 | 2nd Quarter Ends.
Dec. 23.- Jan. 3 | Winter Break, NO SCHOOL.

Alumni Update From Will Denton (LCHS ’16 /
School Captain) now attending CSU.

When the finance and real-estate department of Colorado State University’s College of
Business assembled its best students to compete in a prestigious competition, it made
sure senior Will Denton was on the team. The 2016 Liberty grad and School Captain
led the four-man team in winning first place, pulling down a big trophy, and hauling in
$1,500 in prize money in Colorado’s seminal case competition.
Denton is now a senior finance and real-estate major. The competition focused on
assessing retail investment opportunities in the New Orleans region utilizing risk
assessment, market analysis, property acquisition, and many more skills.
According to the CSU story, “as they developed their strategy, members started to see
that classroom educational exercises are developed to teach a single concept. In the
case competition, much like the real world, issues aren’t as clear cut. The complexity
added a dimension that expanded on the team members’ coursework.”
The victory was chronicled in a recent feature article posted at the College of Business’
website. Please CLICK HERE to see it.

Every Family A Donor
M onthly Giving. Liberty Common School depends on many generous donors to provide

an excellent education for each and every one of our students. One easy way to
contribute to Liberty is by setting up an automatic monthly gift. It’s so easy, and it will only
take five minutes. Just CLICK HERE, select the amount you would like to give each
month, select "Recurring Donation,” and choose the frequency of your intended gift.
Upon completion of your form, your donation will be deducted from your chosen payment
source automatically each time. Even small monthly donations can really add up over
time, so don’t wait - setup monthly giving today.

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together,
Win Together!'

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th Basketball
Mon, 11/18, 4PM; 5PM, Away, at Milliken.
Tue, 11/19, 4PM; 5PM, Away, at University
Thu, 11/21, 4PM; 5PM, Home, vs Frontier.
8th Basketball
Mon, 11/18, 4PM; 5PM, Home, vs Milliken.
Tue, 11/19, 4PM; 5PM, Home, vs University.
Thu, 11/21, 4PM; 5PM, Away, at Frontier.
Online Basketball Registration Update: Mr. Knab will send out an email when the
platform we are using to register is ready to go.
Athletic Fee: You can now go to your PowerSchool account and pay your athletic fee
online.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Richardson (7th); Contact Coach M atthews (8th).
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach M atthews (7th); Contact Coach Encinias (8th).
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane.
Soccer - Contact Coach Wrona (Boys); TBD (Girls).
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox.
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Lanciotti (7th).
This Week In High-School Sports:
HS Cross Country
Sat, 11/23, Nike Southwest Regional Meet, Casa Grande, AZ.
HS Soccer
The men's soccer team lost to a strong Atlas Preparatory team, 5-3, on Tuesday.
HS Volleyball
The women's volleyball team beat Lake County, 3-1, and lost to Lutheran, 0-3.
HS M en's Basketball
Mon, 11/18, First day of practice. Contact Coach Philpot for details.
HS Women's Basketball
Mon, 11/18, First day of practice. Contact Coach Ukasick for details.
HS Women's Swimming
Mon, 11/18, First day of practice. Contact Coach Huey for details.
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:

Baseball - Coach Bissell.
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Philpot; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick.
Cross Country - Coach Schulte.
Soccer - Men and Women, Coach Salehi.
Swimming - Men and Women, Coach Huey.
Track & Field - Coach M ayes.
Volleyball - Coach Camp.

Check out Liberty sportswear. CLICK
HERE to choose your favorite Liberty
swag. Orders are delivered to the school,
and can be picked up by parents.

Classical Manners For The Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
M anners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 88. M ake-Up. High-school girls should not
need rouge if they eat and sleep as they should, and take
plenty of exercise. The ideal in using any make-up is to
make the user appear youthful without giving away the
secret that artificial means have been used. A clear,
clean, youthful skin is a most prized possession.”

What Every Parent Needs To Know
Brain Rules
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
In addition to the honor of being your students’ principal, I also
have the honor of representing Colorado’s Fourth Congressional
District on the Colorado State Board of Education. I’m in my sixth
year on the Board and my third year as the Board’s Chairman.
A Board colleague of mine recently gave me a copy of John
M edina’s 2008 best-selling book Brain Rules. She even had it
inscribed by the author himself. The colleague, Dr. Angelika
Schroeder of Boulder, says the book should be read by everyone
in the education business... (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

News Worth Repeating
Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a
student currently enrolled in Liberty, and will be attending
kindergarten in the 2020-2021 School Year, please make
sure they are on the Sibling List. We will begin running
the kindergarten lottery in January. Please contact Julie Russell, LCS Registrar, at
(970)482-9800, ext. 1114, to add your student to the list.

Liberty T-Shirt Days
November 22
December 20
January 31
February 28

March 27
April 24
May 15

Volunteering at LCS. Liberty Common School
values parent involvement. Volunteering has a
positive effect on student achievement and
enhances the educational experience for the
entire school community; staff, faculty, parents
and students. If you are interested in
volunteering at LCS and have not previously
registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to
register.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention all
Liberty Common dads, granddads, uncles,
etc: Please sign up with the Liberty
WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad M r. Wes Cardenas,
WatchD.O.G coordinator, urges all adult men in
the LCS family to spend some time in the school
during the school year assisting with the ebb
and flow of 612 students. It’s a great experience,
and makes a big positive difference in the life of
our excellent school. CLICK HERE to sign up
and get a date or two (or more) on the calendar,
and to let all LCS students know they can count on you this year to be a WatchD.O.G.

2019-2020 School Calendar
Nov. 27-29 | Thanksgiving Break.
Dec. 23-Jan. 3 | Winter Break.
Jan. 20 | Martin Luther King Day.
Feb. 14 | Professional-Development Day.
Feb. 17 | Presidents Day.
M arch 16-20 | Spring Break.
April 10 | Good Friday.
M ay 22 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00.

Board of Directors
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937

Aislinn Kottwitz: 970-217-5925
Ben Friesen: 303-435-3873
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
You may contact all members of our Board of Directors
at BOD@libertycommon.org
Upcoming Board Meetings- November 21st & Dec 19th | 6:00PM | LCHS
Acropolis.

