Congratulations to our 2018-19 6th Grade Student Council Representatives

FERRVM ACVIT FERRVM
Iron Sharpens Iron
LCHS Class of 2019 Motto

Liberty Common Sense
“A weekly account of our revolutionary journey”

Volume 22, Issue 5- September 21, 2018
This week at Liberty Common School is Frederic Bastiat Week
Frederic Bastiat Week at LCHS. Claude Frédéric Bastiat was a
French economist and legislator, whose philosophy helped define the
proper role of government.

All Liberty- News
Colorado’s Annual Pupil Count
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
The next two weeks, throughout Colorado, are “pupil-count”
weeks. The precise number of students attending Liberty
Common – and all other state-funded public schools – is the

basis for the allocation of public funds under the state’s schoolfinance formula.
The entire school benefits, therefore, by any efforts to minimize
student absences especially over the next two weeks. Every
teacher’s paycheck depends upon full enrollment – quite literally.
Years ago, the state took a one-day “snapshot” count of student
attendance. Consequently, every typical absence occurring on
the count day resulted in a year-long financial penalty for the
school.
To avoid the penalties, shrewd administrators employed absurd gimmicks to boost
attendance. Throughout Colorado, the October 1st pupil-count day became the annual
free-ice-cream-at-school day, yearbook-picture day, a day for not-to-be-missed school
assemblies, etc.
These non-academic follies prompted improvements in the law that today computes the
annual student count over a ten-day range clustered around October 1st. This year’s
count period, accordingly, begins Monday.
As such, the school suffers no financial hardship when a student misses a day or
two. Extended absences, however, occurring during the pupil-count, now require
paperwork, and certifications to ensure the state is as accurate as possible about which
student gets funded at which school.
Perhaps the most cost-effective way Liberty Common parents can ensure their tax
dollars benefit their own kids, is by simply avoiding extended absences over the next two
weeks. I’m truly grateful for everyone’s understanding, and cooperation. Thank you.

Job Opening - M aintenance Coordinator. Liberty Common School is in immediate
need of a full time, daytime Maintenance Coordinator for the elementary-school
campus. The position entails managing all aspects of building maintenance, custodial
needs, coordinating inspections, and more. CLICK HERE to see the job posting at the
Liberty Common website. Please assist by passing this notice along to anyone who might
be a perfect candidate.

Official Count Day. All public schools in Colorado earn state funding based on the
number of students attending their school. It is crucial your student attends school on
October 3rd. so we may continue delivering quality education and extracurricular
programming. If your child is absent due to an long term illness or extended absence
during Sept. 24-Oct. 10, 2018, please contact the front office for an official document to
sign. The importance of attendance on October 3 cannot be overstated.

Engage In Charter-School Politics. One of the goals of
Liberty’s Board of Directors is to increase the school’s
public-policy effectiveness relative to charter
schools. There really are anti-charter-school forces at
work in local, state, and national politics. Our students
rely upon active, engaged adults to be vigorous
advocates in the public square. Indeed, this is a central
objective of the BOD’s strategic plan. Liberty Common is
active in the Colorado League of Charter Schools, and we urge all parents to sign up
with the League’s Colorado Charter Advocacy Network – CLICK HERE (it only takes
seconds to sign up). Once registered, you’ll receive legislative updates, and calls to
action when it’s time to vote, write letters to legislators, show up for meetings, etc., in
support of pro-charter-school policies, and initiatives.

Congressional Debate. Loveland Classical School is hosting a
debate between the major party candidates for the U.S. House of
Representatives from the Colorado 2nd Congressional District on
Wed 26 Sep 2018 from 6:00-7:30pm at the LCS Academy Campus
(3015 W. 29th Street, Loveland, CO). Loveland Classical’s 11thgrade students in government class are taking the lead by
organizing and facilitating the debate between candidates Joe
Neguse and Peter Yu. Additional information can be found by
CLICKING HERE.

School M essenger Notification System. Our test of the emergency-contact system
went well. If you did not receive a call to your home or cell phone last week please CLICK
HERE to view directions on how to sign up. If you have any questions please email Dan
Knab, Director of Security.

Key Club Car Wash. Liberty Common High School's Chapter of Key Club will be holding
its annual car wash on Saturday, September 22nd, from 3-5pm in the student parking lot
at the high school. We will be raising money for our chapter of Key Club for activities
throughout the year. A suggested donation of $5 to $10 per car would be appreciated.

From From Robert Robinson, LCHS
Assistant Principal

Rigor, Rightly Understood
By: Robert Robinson
A quick search of my inbox reveals dozens of emails that mention the word rigor. For
example, we routinely describe ourselves as a rigorous college preparatory school and
we explain to incoming parents that they should expect a certain level of rigor. I think it is
worth reflecting on what this word means and how we seek to apply it. Most of our
students could quickly point out the word’s Latin root implies firmness or
hardness. Applied to a school, it implies an uncompromising set of standards to keep us
performing at a high level.
In our discussions of rigor, I believe we commonly make a mistake in equating rigor to
workload, or hours spent on homework. Our standards, or rigor, are not about
quantifying busyness, they are about assuring the breadth and depth of student
knowledge and the excellence of student thinking. Sometimes those goals will require
substantial homework, but it is useful to stay focused on the higher goal. Let’s all help
students raise their eyes from the immediate task from time to time, and appreciate what
they are trying to achieve: mature literacy which will allow them to thrive in college and in
life in general.
That breadth and depth of knowledge is best delivered through a well-thought out,
sequenced curriculum which insures that every student leaves the school with a broad
base of knowledge in science, history, mathematics, language, and the arts. We want
students to know enough to be part of the great conversation.
We also want students to be able to take that knowledge and use it to
think well. I believe the best ways we help students think occur in the
classroom under the direct instruction or expert teachers. For
example, I observed M rs. Lauren Calvert’s 7th graders last year as

they read a portion of Cyrano de Bergerac out loud together. Mrs.
Calvert’s students are mostly experts on the mechanics of reading, of
course, but I watched them learn from her how to approach a work of
literature for a deeper level of understanding and insight. They were
learning to question the text, to draw meaning from it, and to apply
those meanings in new situations. They were learning to read with
what Professor M aryanne Wolf would describe as real fluency,
moving beyond the mechanics of decoding words.
At the school, we encapsulate this idea of learning to think rigorously
in the Thinking Framework. Dr. Randy Everett outlines the Thinking
Framework in the new edition of our book What Every Liberty Parent
Should Know. He describes a progression in thinking as students build from gaining
knowledge to identifying patterns. From there, they can model what they have learned
and finally be in a position to make truly creative contributions.
In sum, when we speak of rigor, we should mean
something more than a measure of how heavy a
student’s backpack is when they walk out the door
at night. We want students to learn a great deal, not
so we can have the privilege of testing them on what
they learned, but so they can move out in the world
armed with the wisdom to make a positive difference
wherever their educational journeys take them next.

Elementary School News - Newsworthy Notices
M orning Drop-Off, No Earlier Than 7:30 AM . At Liberty Common, we love punctuality.
Punctuality communicates respect and displays responsibility. Arriving to school between
7:30-7:45AM allows students, especially on these beautiful fall mornings, time to be still
or enjoy friends It allows students to peacefully enter the doors to the school building
relaxed, and ready to learn.
We are also committed, above all things, to the safety of the precious children Liberty
Common parents entrust to our care. Liberty Common staff members are committed to
vigilantly attend to the needs of students between 7:30AM and 3:30PM.
Before 7:30am, the safety and supervision of Liberty Common students lies with
parents. At 7:30AM, Liberty Common staff members are posted in the front, middle, and
back drop-off areas and ready to accept the responsibility for the safety and supervision
of students.
Thank you for being mindful of dropping your children off no earlier than 7:30AM. Having
clear agreements between the school and parents is key to the safety of our students
and the overall success of the school.
Lost- And-Found Overflowing
School has been in session less than a month and we are
already running out of room in the lost-and-found. If your child
has lost something (specially a lunch box) please come to the
lost-and-found to look for it because it is probably
there. Sometime, items lost do not make their way into the lostand-found right away but they always find their way
there. Therefore, If you child lost something and you check the
lost-and-found and it wasn't there, please check again.
Everything that comes to the lost-and-found gets a date on it.
Next Friday anything that has been in the lost and found for
more than 3 weeks will be taken to Goodwill.
Thank You,

Yolanda Sears
Lost and Found Coordinator

1st Choice A.S.K. Welcomes Liberty Families. Read the
latest after-school newsletter by CLICKING HERE .

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention all Liberty
Common dads, granddads, uncles, etc: Please get on the
list to volunteer (at least one time this year) with the Liberty
WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer coordinator/Liberty dad
M r. Wes Cardenas has stepped up to organize all the
adult men in the LCS family to spend some time in the
school during the school day helping out and assisting with
the ebb and flow of 540 youngsters. It’s a great experience,
and makes a big positive difference in the life of our
excellent school. CLICK HERE to read a short note from
Wes about his experience as a WatchD.O.G. CLICK HERE
to learn more about the WatchD.O.G. program. CLICK HERE to sign up and get a date
or two (or more) on the calendar, and to let all LCS students know they can count on you
this year to be a WatchD.O.G.

2018-2019 Important Dates
September 24 | Public-Info Night, 6:30 pm.
September 24 | Running Club for 4th-6th grade, LCS, 3:15-3:45 pm.
September 27 | Running Club for 4th-6th grade, LCS, 3:15-3:45 pm.
September 27 | BOD Meeting, 6:00 pm.
September 28 | Chessmates, 3:15-4:15 pm.
September 28 | Liberty T-shirt Day.
October 1 | Running Club for 4th-6th grade, LCS, 3:15-3:45 pm.
October 4 | Running Club for 4th-6th grade, LCS, 3:15-3:45 pm.
October 5 | Chessmates, 3:15-4:15 pm.
October 5 | Fall Festival, 5:30 pm.
October 5 | Chessmates, 3:15-4:15 pm.
October 8 | Running Club for 4th-6th grade, LCS, 3:15-3:45 pm.
October 8 | 5th-6th Grade Alcohol and Drug Education, 6:30 pm.
October 11 | Running Club for 4th-6th grade, LCS, 3:15-3:45 pm.
October 12 | LCS Talent Show, 6:30 pm.
October 15 | Running Club for 4th-6th grade, LCS, 3:15-3:45 pm.
October 15 | Singapore Boot Camp, LCS, 6:30 pm.
October 18 | Running Club for 4th-6th grade, LCS, 3:15-3:45 pm.
October 19 |1st Quarter Ends.

What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know
Hiring The Best Instructors
By: Bob Schaffer, LCHS Headmaster
Liberty’s team of classroom instructors is widely regarded as
being among the nation’s best. Our school’s rigorous screening
and hiring processes contribute to the school’s history of
consistently attracting and retaining high-quality instructors in
classrooms spanning kindergarten through twelfth grade.
On a near-weekly basis, school leaders from throughout the
state and country.... (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Liberty Sports by Dan Knab,
Liberty Common Athletic Director

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
Cross-Country
Sat, 9/22, 8:30am, Away, at Platte Valley High School
Sat, 9/29, 10am, Away, at Mead
Soccer
Mon, 9/24, 4pm, Away vs Ft. Lupton (Spirit Game)
Wed, 9/26, 4pm, Away at Weld Central
7th Volleyball
Tues, 9/25, 4pm, Away, at Milliken
Wed, 9/26, 4pm, Home, vs Valley
8th Volleyball
Tues, 9/25, 4pm, Home, vs Milliken
Wed, 9/26, 4pm, Away at Valley
JH Basketball Open Gyms:
Saturdays, 2pm - 4pm, High School Gym
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Contact Coach Arend
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane
Soccer - Contact Coach Reeves
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Busick or Coach Lanciotti

This Week In High-School Sports:
Cross Country
Sat, 9/22, 9:30am, Away, at Platte Valley High School
Sat, 9/29, 8am, Away, at M ead
Soccer
Fri, 9/21, 4pm, Away, at Valley High School
Mon, 9/24, 4pm, Home vs Frontier Academy (Kroh Park #1)

Wed, 9/26, 4pm, Away, at The Academy
Thur, 9/27, 4pm, Away, at Estes Park High School
Volleyball
Sat, 9/22, 4:30pm, Home, vs Vanguard High School (Spirit Game)
Mon, 9/24, 6pm, Home, vs Campion
Thur, 9/27, 4:30, Away, at Estes Park
Fri, 9/28, 4:30, Home vs Peak to Peak
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Altergott; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick
Cross Country - Coach Schulte
Soccer - Men and Women Coach Salehi
Track & Field - TBD - Currently looking for qualified candidate - Click HERE
Volleyball - Coach Camp
For jr.-high and high-school athletic score updates,
throughout the week, check out Liberty Common
Athletic Booster Club's Facebook page by clicking,
HERE.

Support Liberty Common School
Amazon Smile. Earn money for Liberty while you
shop through Smile.Amazon.com. AmazonSmile
is a simple and automatic way for you to support
Liberty every time you shop, at no cost to you.
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find
the same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase
price back to Liberty.
Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core Knowledge Charter School
Foundation.” CKC School Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit
organization. You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases back to Liberty.

Shop Smarter. Support Liberty. Use your King Soopers
re-loadable gift cards. Pick one up in the office. 5% goes
back to Liberty Common. If we all made our cards work
together, we could raise an additional 6 figures for our
kids' classrooms.

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
M anners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 45. The Daily Routine. Always tell your guest
any plans for the day, also tell her at what time meals
are served. Never accept an invitation that excludes
your guest. Be sure your guest meets your friends
while you are in a group. Be ever watchful of your
guests so that she is not left alone in a strange group.
At a dance, be sure your guest has a partner for the
dance before you begin to dance.
"Make your plans fit in with the family schedule. Always discuss your plans with your
mother in private and settle all questions.
"Tell your guest the kind of party you are going to, and what type of dress will probably
be worn by others at the party. Be considerate of your guest and her wishes, but do not
be influenced to do anything that you know is against your mother’s wishes.
"Treat your guest as would wish to be treated when you are a guest.”

News Worth Repeating

FIRST Lego League Jr. Learn more about science, technology, engineering, or math.
Have your child join our student-teacher coached FIRST Lego League Jr. (FLL Jr.) team
for grades K-4. It will be a fun-filled 8-week program, hosted at Liberty Common High
School, on Monday evenings, 6-7 pm, starting Monday, October 8, and ending Monday,
November 26. This exciting season will end with a FLL Jr. Expo on December 1st at
LCHS. You and your team will transport to a place where you make the rules, learn to
thrive in a new environment, and explore all that is around you in this year's theme of
Mission Moon. An $80 contribution to the team is recommended to help cover the costs
of registration and Lego kits for the team. Please fill out the following Google Form if
you are interested. Feel free to send this link to other parents whose kids would enjoy
this program. We are only taking the first 30 students that sign up, so reserve your spot
quickly by filling out the form. Email Taylor Reinke if you have any questions.

Love And Logic Returns to Liberty. Mark your calendars for November 14, 6-7:30 pm.
at LCS and join Jason Clarke, PhD, in an Introduction to Parenting the Love and Logic
Way. In this workshop parents and caregivers will learn practical and proven strategies
for raising respectful, responsible and happy kids. Families will learn specific
parenting techniques to use with their children to establish and enforce boundaries in a
loving, positive, and effective way.

Singapore Math Parent Boot Camp. Mark Your Calendars Now
Can you solve this Singapore math problem using a bar model to
conceptually show your understanding?
The ratio of Peter’s money to Henry’s money is 5:3 at first. After Peter
spent $12, they had an equal amount of money each. How much money
did Peter have at first?
We need your support in math. The better you understand math the Singapore way, the
better your children will understand these concepts and flourish in math.
Liberty will be hosting a Singapore Math Parent Boot Camp on October 15th at 6:30 pm
at the Elementary School. This training will be led by Cassy Turner, a Singapore Math
consultant and former BOD member and a parent at Liberty. We hope you can join us for
a fun-filled engaging presentation by Cassy.

Seeking Library Volunteers. M rs. Gowing, LCS
Librarian is seeking volunteers to assist in shelving books
and covering newly purchased hardback and paperback
books. One-hour volunteer time slots are available.
CLICK HERE for shelving books.
CLICK HERE for covering books.

K-4 Volunteers Needed. Join us as a volunteer in
the K-4th-grade art room this year. Parents and
grandparent are welcome. No art experience is
necessary. CLICK HERE to find a time that works with
your schedule, and join us in our creativity.

Italian Needs New Host Family. One of the most
awesome foreign-exchange students in LCHS history
needs a new host family. Roberto, from Italy, is loving the
U.S.A., loving attending LCHS, has made lots of friends

already, is adored by his teachers, and we need a
different family to take over for his current “welcome-host”
family. Learn more by contacting Roberto’s program
coordinator M elissa Gardner at (720) 759-8650, or by
email – CLICK HERE. The situation is bordering on
urgent, so please act soon.

Elementary Orchestra Returns to LCS
Rehearsals for elementary orchestra will be once a
week, on Wednesday mornings from 7:15-7:45 am.
Students will need to have their instruments out and
ready to play by 7:15 am. Our first rehearsal will be
Wednesday, October 3rd. The fee to join is
$20/student for the entire year.
Requirements for LCS Orchestra:
-Student must play a string instrument
-Student must have been playing for at least a year
-Student must have a private teacher
-Student must know how to read music
Please contact M rs. Clemens (aclemens@libertycommon.org) if interested in joining

Volunteering At LCS. Please volunteer at Liberty Common School for any
extracurricular activities and special events(Spring Gala, Graduation, TeacherAppreciation Week, etc.), or assisting staff members on a regular basis. If you have not
previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE. If you are already a registered
volunteer in the Liberty Common School Volunteer System, please CLICK HERE to login.
Locate the volunteer tab on the left, update your preferences, update preferred
opportunity type, and note a classroom volunteer preference has been added.

2018-2019 Calendar
Oct. 26 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 21-23|Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 24-Jan. 4 | Winter Break
Jan. 21 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 15 | Professional-Development Day
Feb 18 | Presidents' Day
M arch 18-22 | Spring Break
April 19 | Good Friday
M ay 24| Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00
Liberty Common Board of Directors:
Patrick Albright: 232-8257
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Joel Goeltl: 970-593-8556
Tricia Diehl: 420-8937
Paulette Hansen: 303-710-1887
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Aislinn Kottwitz: 217-5925
You may contact all Board Members at BOD@libertycommon.org

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525

Phone: 970-482-9800|Fax 970-482-8007|Attendance Line: 482-9800, option 2
Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Mr. Casey Churchill, cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Asst. Principal, Mrs. Sandy Stoltzfus, sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org

