This year's Rube Goldberg demonstration was intense

FERRVM ACVIT FERRVM
Iron Sharpens Iron
LCHS Class of 2019 Motto
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Next week at Liberty Common School is Helen Frankenthaler week
Next week is Helen Frankenthaler week at
LCHS. Frekenthaler was a groundbreaking Abstract
Expressionist artist. In the 1950s, she invented a new
painting technique called soak stain. Frankenthaler's
avant-garde technique pushed modernist painters to
experiment with more meditative themes in their work. Her
innovative methods eventually established a bridge from
Abstract Expressionism to Minimalism.

“Courage, Wisdom, for the Quietness of
Soul”
By: Bob Schaffer
Christmastide is a solemn reminder of the importance of families

joined in tight community around blessings that change the world –
in Liberty’s case, it’s our children, and the wisdom toward which
we, together, guide them.
Indeed, Liberty Common School is a thriving part of many precious
lives, each intersecting within our excellent institution. Directing our
children along a glorious path of “Common Knowledge, Common
Virtues, and Common Sense” (the school’s motto) is important
work at which we are mutually succeeding.
At Christmas 1950, President Harry S Truman urged Americans to rally around the
common cause of their day – to be united in prayer with the “Thousands of our boys
(who) are on the cold and dreary battlefield of Korea.”
CLICK HERE to hear a recording of Truman’s brief, and inspiring address; and his
advocacy for American democracy, which he famously characterized as “the harvest of
faith--faith in one's self, faith in one's neighbors, faith in God.”
With this edition of Liberty Common Sense, we joyfully conclude anno Domini 2018 at
Liberty Common School. I’m grateful for the may faithful efforts of families, faculty, staff,
and most of all, our students whose hard work creates our beautiful community of
“courage, wisdom, for the quietness of soul.”

Donate To Liberty. In the past week,
Liberty’s end-of-year fundraising
campaign is really picking up
momentum. Many have responded with
tremendous generosity. To those
thoughtful donors, we say “thank you!”
We are well on our way to smash through
last year’s giving total:

Stock Donations. If you would like to make a donation of stock or securities,
please CLICK HERE.
Give Online. It’s the easiest way to donate. We’ve made it fast, easy, and safe. To give
today, CLICK HERE.

Your Donations At Work. Recently our 4th-grade-art students learned about Vincent
Van Gogh’s The Starry Night. Your financial partnership with Liberty Common School
makes lessons like these possible.

Christmas Vacation. LCHS’s annual
Christmas/year-end-vacation break begins
today at 3:15PM and runs through
Monday, January 7th, 2018 at 7:45AM. We
hope everyone enjoys some restful
downtime, a blessed holiday season, and
a prosperous New Year. See you again in
January.

Public-Info Night. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty
(either campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please
urge them to attend our Public-Information Night Monday January 7, 6:30PM-8:00PM at
Liberty Common High School. These are informative presentations for all parents
wanting to know more about why we teach what we teach, and why we do what we
do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any grades K - 11, attending
one of these presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of those waiting for the next
open-enrollment spot.

Robotics Champs. This month three Liberty Common teams competed at the First Lego
League State Championship Tournament at CU Denver. We are proud of the each team
member and coach for their hard work and effort! Thank you for being wonderful
ambassadors for the school.

The junior high school team, Lego Landers, included George Ley (8th-grade), Riley
Carlson (7th-grade), Julian Cox (7th-grade), and sixth graders Andrew Barber, Kyler
Glaze, and Emily Stalcup. Team coaches were M r. M ichael Stalcup and M r. Kevin
Carlson.
The sixth-grade team, United 5, won the second-place Mechanical Design award. The
members included Will Dannahower, Anagha M athur, Aidan Woodard, and Jack
Friesen. M r. Kurt Friesen was the team coach.
The high-school team, Cloud 9, won the first-place Programming award. The team
members included ninth-graders Ellen Benz, Sydney Reinke, Taylor Friesen, and
Amber Kranz. Team coaches were M r. Bill Kranz, M rs. Karen Kranz, and M rs.
M elissa Reinke.

From Torgun Lovely LCHS Principal

“The School We Have and
Why I Love It”
By: Torgun Lovely
These two needed to be in
school. Big time.
Our family’s story is similar to many,
many others. Our children, Hannah
(LCHS Class of 2020) and M athias
(LCHS Class of 2022), were
approaching school age in 2006;
therefore, we needed to find them a
school we believed in.
Kathy, my wife, and I attended multiple public-information nights
around the city and decided that we were enamored with Liberty. In
the meeting, the school recommended prospective parents read
several books containing ideas upon which the school was

founded. After reading one of them in particular, The Schools We
Need and Why We Don’t Have Them by E.D. Hirsch, Jr., I was
completely astounded and knew that we had found the exact right
place.
Let me back up a bit. I graduated from Colorado State University with
degrees in mathematics and education, after which I taught juniorhigh and high-school mathematics in various schools around Fort
Collins for four years. During my time in CSU education classes, and
while in the early stages of a teaching career, I felt as though I was
constantly disagreeing with methods, ideas, programs, strategies,
and tactics being presented as newly developed best practices. Once I read the above
two books (after an eight-year hiatus from the education profession), I understood why.
I had experienced significant amounts of philosophical dissonance with a modern-day,
progressive-romantic approach to education. I am a traditionalist, better suited for a
classically oriented approach to education. One such example was highlighted in the
book:
“It is by now a very deeply rooted sentiment in American education to think what is
natural works automatically for the good…Evil [according to a progressive-romantic
approach] lies in the separation from nature caused by unnatural constraint, such as
seating children in straight rows and forcing their unique individual natures into
conformity. As a result of this Romantic cast of mind, the placement of school desks in
the classroom became a defining issue in American educational culture. Placing the
desks in semicircles or helter-skelter symbolized the triumph of good, free, modern
education over inhumane, artificial, constraining traditional education. Many schools still
proudly announce that they do not arrange their seats in rows.
“History, including the recent history of American education, shows that human affairs
are rarely brought right by letting them take their natural course. Human nature, to the
extent that it can be known, should not be left to its own devices.”
At Liberty, we actually let parents know during our Public
Information Nights that we do indeed seat children in rows
facing forward, toward the “sage on the stage” at the front
of the room. Seating arrangements may seem like a minor
detail at first blush, but I remember learning about them in
my educational-methods classes and discussing them with
my supervising administrators at other schools. I was told
that grouping students in clusters of three or four desks
facing each other was a far superior tactic. In a math
class? No way.
There were many of these conflicts. I believed, and still do,
that human nature (especially in children) should not be left to its own devices, but that
students thrive in safe, distraction-free, well-structured learning environments. I was a
fish out of water to say the least.
Some might be wondering why this matters. Why write an article in Liberty Common
Sense about seating kids in rows as opposed to helter-skelter around the classroom?
Here are few reasons:
1. One of our Board of Director’s strategic goals is to
increase understanding and alignment with school
philosophy and mission to all parents, staff, and
students.
2. Liberty is more than just a good school. Liberty is an
oasis in a desert of bad ideas. Understanding the
philosophical underpinnings of our school is immensely
helpful for parents (and, many times, students) when
navigating the complexities of agency education (as
stated in M rs. Kathleen Kearney’s excellent article

about the Universal Truth). Even the phrase “sage on
the stage” is offensive to progressivist educators. Our
instructors are legitimate content-area experts,
dedicated to passing knowledge and understanding
from one generation to another. The notion that
teachers merely need to pique students’ interests and
then guide them along the path toward self-discovery is
a very foreign concept in our classrooms, which is not
the case in many other schools. (As a side note, I have
many hard-working, brilliant friends who work in public
education. What they do for their students is
amazing. My issue is not with them, but with the system
and ideology they are subjected to on a daily basis).
3. School philosophy and pedagogy are important
considerations when evaluating the benefits of Liberty
for school-of-choice options during transitional years
(from LCS to LCHS, or from junior high to high school). The PSD school-of-choice
application deadline is coming up in January, and so a few words about what makes
Liberty great seems like a prudent idea.
Am I saying that parents should send their students to Liberty because we seat children
in rows? Certainly not for that reason alone. That was one quick and easy example to
highlight among the many found in The Schools We Need and Why We Don’t Have
Them. I’d recommend reading it again if you haven’t done so in the past few years.
There are numerous reasons why I believe we have created
an institution of immense value in our community. The
school’s tuition-free college-prep curriculum, the literature
students read, a direct-instruction approach to math, the
study of Latin (and other foreign languages that work to
perfect the usage of English), an emphasis on knowledge, a
small-school environment, the rejection of Common Core
standards, character and virtue education, an art program
second to none, the vast array of extracurricular activities, a
stringent anti-cellphone policy, a clear sense of patriotism,
the “Universal Truth," a thriving student-life atmosphere in
the House and Order systems, a world-class college
advising program, our caring and professional educators,
engineering and science labs that dazzle, successful
athletic programs, an approach to history that helps
students appreciate the genius of the Constitution and the
high price of freedom, a music program that astounds, our
approach to discipline when students make mistakes, and
our commitment to supporting struggling students are but a
few reasons that come to mind. There are literally dozens
and dozens more – too many to list, in fact.
We felt incredibly fortunate when Hannah’s
name was drawn to start kindergarten in 2007,
and the thrill of winning that lottery was not lost
on us. A month later, I learned that a math
teaching job had opened up at Liberty, and I
jumped on it. I was hired and have never
looked back. I felt like a fish that was thrown
back into water. I can breathe here and am in
full agreement with what is stated on the
philosophy page of our website, written by our
Headmaster, the Honorable Bob Schaffer:
We reject the anti-intellectual traditions that have become so prevalent in American
schools and colleges, particularly colleges of education. We find fault with the
progressive, romantic theories of education that have come to dominate American

education systems.
Instead, we advocate the systemic acquisition of broad knowledge, superior language
and active, engaged minds consistent with the idea of 'intellectual capital' described by
Core Knowledge Foundation founder E.D. Hirsch, Jr.”
My hope is that everyone in our school community is in agreement as well.

2018 Liberty Common School Calendar
January 7 | Public-Information Night, 6:30PM, LCHS Great Hall
January 10 | Legio XIII Induction, 6:00PM, LCHS Great Hall
January 8 | Spelling Bee, LCS Connie Behr Memorial Library, after school
January 15 | Geography Bee, LCS Connie Behr Memorial Library, after school
January 25 | Liberty T-shirt Day
January 28 | Public-Information Night, 6:30PM, LCS Gymnasium
January 31 | BOD Meeting, 6:00PM, LCS Breakroom

Elementary News
Pi Contest Winners. M r. Huey’s 6th- Grade
Accelerated-math class conducts an annual pi
contest in conjunction with its circles unit. This year,
M aria Armatas memorized 188 digits of pi and
Sophia Panella memorized 158 digits, taking home
the titles in this year’s contest.

Gift of Cooperation. Liberty Common Elementary School's Student Council members
displayed outstanding leadership by facilitating the Cooperation Character Assembly on
Monday. Under the advisement of M rs. Allen, M rs. Galeener and M rs. Hersh,
student- council members planned and executed one of the most compelling assemblies
of the year. In addition to introducing the topic of cooperation and the featured speaker
M r. Kurt Friesen, Director of Park Planning and Development for the City of Fort
Collins, they captivated the student body with a student-directed video, demonstrating
cooperation in action. CLICK HERE to view.
5th-grade representatives: Abby Schissler, M addy Zielke, Ella Nortarfrancesco,
Eden Soasey, Ty Velgersdyk, and Carson Kreikemeier.
6th-grade representatives: Aiden Woodard, Callie Gillespie, Alex Good, Jack
Friesen, Natalee Fritzler, and William Dannahower.

Holiday Service Projects
Red Stocking Project. 5th graders from all three classes assembled and delivered over
90 stockings for residents at Spring Creek Health Care Center, while singing carols to

residents in their rooms.

Collection for Santa Cops. 1st graders from all three 1st-grade classes gave
generously to Santa Cops. Toys collected are distributed to families in need through
Larimer County Human Society.

Liberty Sports by Dan Knab,
Liberty Common Athletic Director

'Stay Together, Play Together, Win
Together!'

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th-& 8th-grade boys basketball uniforms need to be returned in to Mr. Knab. Please
have have them clean and in a zip-lock bag identifying the athlete.
7th- & 8th-grade girl's basketball season begins Monday, January 7th, 3:30pm in the
elementary gym. Click HERE to register now.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches:
Boys Basketball - Contact Coach Arend (8th); Contact Coach M atthews (7th)
Girls Basketball - Contact Coach Arend (7th); Contact Coach Hart (8th)
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane
Soccer - Contact Coach Reeves
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Busick or Coach Lanciotti (7th)
This Week In High-School Sports:
M en's Basketball
Tue, 1/8, 4pm/5:30pm/7pm, Away, at Strasburg
Thu, 1/10, 4pm/5:30pm/7pm, Home, vs Valley
Fri, 1/11, 4pm/5:30pm/7pm, Home, vs Frontier Academy
Sat, 1/12, 8am - 5pm, C-Team Round Robin (at elementary gym)

Women's Basketball
Mon, 1/7, 5:30pm/7pm, Home, vs Cornerstone Christian (JV/V)
Tue, 1/8, 4pm/5:30pm/7pm, vs Strasburg
Fri, 1/11, 4:30pm/6pm, at Frontier Academy
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Altergott; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick
Cross Country - Coach Schulte
Soccer - Men and Women Coach Salehi
Track & Field - TBD - Currently looking for qualified candidate - Click HERE
Volleyball - Coach Camp

For jr.-high and high-school athletic-score updates throughout the week, check out
Liberty Common Athletic Booster Club's Facebook page by clicking HERE.

Support Liberty Common School

Amazon Smile. Earn money for Liberty while you shop through
Smile.Amazon.com. AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support
Liberty every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com,
you’ll find the same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase
price back to Liberty.
Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core Knowledge Charter School
Foundation.” CKC School Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit
organization. You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’ The AmazonSmile Foundation
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases back to
Liberty.

Support Liberty. Stop by the office today to pick up your
King Soopers re-loadable gift card. 5% of all purchases
goes back to Liberty Common School. Think of the
possibilities.

What Every Parent Should Know
Connections: The Liberty Common School Reading Lists
By Cherie Pedersen

“But there’s so much to learn,” he said, with a thoughtful
frown.
“Yes, that’s true,” admitted Rhyme; “but it’s not just learning
things that’s important. It’s learning what to do with what you
learn and learning why you learn things at all that matters.”
“That’s just what I mean,” explained Milo as Tock and the
exhausted bug drifted quietly off to sleep. “Many of the things
I’m supposed to know seem so useless that I can’t see the
purpose in learning them at all.” ...(CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
M anners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 57. The Invitation. A girl may ask a boy to
call on her. A boy should ask permission to call before he
goes to see a girl. If the girl does not want him to call, she
should tell him so, without rudeness of ridicule."

News Worth Repeating
Kindergarten Sibling List. If your
kindergarten-bound child is a sibling of a
student currently enrolled in Liberty, please
make sure they are on the Sibling List. We
will begin running the Kindergarten lottery
in January. Please contact Julie Russell,
LCS Registrar, at (970)482-9800, ext. 1114, to add your student to the list.

Cotillion Registration Now Open. The
Fort Collins Cotillion is celebrating its 28th
Anniversary in teaching young people social
skills, sense and civility – through the art of
ballroom dance.
The 4th-5th and 6th-7th program is directed by
JDW Cotillions, an organization that instructs
programs across the United States.
Not only will students learn to dance — which breaks down inhibitions, develops mutual
respect between the genders, and instills confidence — they will learn about first
impressions, communication skills, leadership, dining etiquette, codes of conduct, and
character.
Classes are held at the Fort Collins Country Club. Members and non-members are
welcome. Online registration is now open at
https://www.cotillion.com/jdw/registrationstep1

Parenting With Love and Logic in 2019. Dr. Clarke, Love and Logic instructor is
returning to Liberty on 1/23, 2/13, and 3/6 to teach Love and Logic for $98 per person.
This price includes a workbook designed to work hand-in-hand with the Love and Logic
curricula. These workshops give parents the opportunity to have an interactive
discussion with Dr. Clarke and one another on Love and Logic. If you are interested in

attending, please sign up in the front office.

Volunteering At LCS. Please volunteer at Liberty Common School for any
extracurricular activities and special events(Graduation, Teacher-Appreciation Week,
etc.), or assisting staff members on a regular basis. If you have not previously registered
as a volunteer, CLICK HERE. If you are already a registered volunteer in the Liberty
Common School Volunteer System, please CLICK HERE to login. Locate the volunteer
tab on the left, update your preferences, update preferred opportunity type, and note a
classroom volunteer preference has been added.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention all Liberty Common dads,
granddads, uncles, etc: Please get on the list to volunteer (at least
one time this year) with the Liberty WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad M r. Wes Cardenas has stepped up to
organize all the adult men in the LCS family to spend some time in
the school during the school day helping out and assisting with the
ebb and flow of 540 youngsters. It’s a great experience, and makes a
big positive difference in the life of our excellent school. CLICK
HERE to read a short note from Wes about his experience as a WatchD.O.G. CLICK
HERE to learn more about the WatchD.O.G. program. CLICK HERE to sign up and get a
date or two (or more) on the calendar, and to let all LCS students know they can count
on you this year to be a WatchD.O.G.

2018-2019 Calendar
Jan. 21 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 15 | Professional-Development Day | No school
Feb 18 | Presidents' Day | No school
M arch 18-22 | Spring Break
April 19 | Good Friday
M ay 24 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00

Liberty Common Board of Directors:
Patrick Albright: 232-8257
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Joel Goeltl: 970-593-8556
Tricia Diehl: 420-8937
Paulette Hansen: 303-710-1887
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Aislinn Kottwitz: 217-5925
You may contact all Board Members at BOD@libertycommon.org
Next BOD mtg. is January 31, 2019, 6 pm. at LCS Breakroom.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800|Fax 970-482-8007|Attendance Line: 482-9800, option 2
Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Mr. Casey Churchill, cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Asst. Principal, Mrs. Sandy Stoltzfus, sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org

