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Next week at Liberty Common School is Goethe week
Next week at LCHS is Goethe Week. Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe was a poet, novelist, and playwright. Born August 28, 1749,
in Frankfurt, Germany, his importance on the 19th century is
enormous. Goethe produced volumes of poetry, essays, criticism,
and scientific work, including a theory of optics and early work on
evolution and linguistics. The author of Faust and Theory of
Colours, his influence spread across Europe, and for the next
century his works were a primary source of inspiration in music,
drama, poetry, and even philosophy.

Invest In Liberty Now
By Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Our school needs all parents to make financial donations. We
need a lot of parents to pitch in.

Ideally, the fundraising-solicitation letter sent out last week by
fellow parent volunteers – Liberty’s Board Chair M rs. Paulette
Hansen and Treasurer M r. Brad Kreikemeier is receiving your
highest consideration.
Everyone’s mailbox is overstuffed with fundraising solicitations at
this time of year. Please do not let the Hansen-Kreikemeier appeal
linger, or get misplaced.
We’re grateful to the Liberty families who have already responded, who have sent
generous contributions to the school, and who have contributed online.
Liberty is a qualified charity so any donation is fully tax deductible. Donating in the next
few weeks will reduce your federal- and state-tax liability for 2018 – and, trust me, there
isn’t a more meritorious cause in that pile of mail competing for your year-end
philanthropic attention.

Liberty Job Openings. Liberty Common School is looking to hire a part-time Spanish
instructor (for HS Spanish 1 & 2). CLICK HERE for job description and application
instructions. If you know of a perfect candidate, please pass this information along.

Headmaster On Gov’s Transition Team. Liberty
Common School Headmaster Bob Schaffer was asked
by Colorado Governor-elect Jared Polis to serve on his
transition team over the next two months as he takes the
helm at the Colorado State Capitol. Polis and Schaffer
served together as elected members of the Colorado
State Board of Education, and have been friends for
years. Schaffer, a former Member of Congress and
Colorado State Senator, also served as co-chair of
Governor John Hickenlooper’s education transition
team eight years ago upon Hickenlooper’s first election to
the same office. CLICK HERE to read more about
Schaffer’s role on the committee in a column he penned
recently for the Fort Collins Coloradoan local newspaper.
Headmaster Bob Schaffer participating, last week from the LCHS Aristotle Room in a
conference-call meeting with Gov.-elect Polis and his transition team.

2018 Liberty Common School Calendar
November 30 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
November 30 | LCHS Musical Theatre, Sound of Music, 7:00 pm.
November 30 | Chessmates
December 1 | LCHS Musical Theatre, Sound of Music, 1:00 pm.
December 4 | 3rd-Grade Concert, 5:30 pm., 4th-Grade Concert, 6:30 pm.
December 7 | Chessmates
December 7 | 5th-Grade Movie Night, 5-7pm.
December 14 | Free-Dress Day
December 14 | Chessmates
December 17 | Character-Education Assembly
December 17 | 5th-Grade Concert, 5:30 pm., 6th-Grade Concert, 6:30 pm.
December 20 | BOD Mtg., 6:00 pm., LCS Breakroom
December 21 | Liberty T-shirt Day
December 21 | 2nd Quarter Ends
December 24-Jan. 4 | Winter Break, NO SCHOOL

January 8 | Spelling Bee, LCS Connie Behr Memorial Library, after school
January 15 | Geography Bee, LCS Connie Behr Memorial Library

Get Yours? Your fundraising-appeal letter should
have arrived in your mailbox last week. Our school
depends upon generous families, supporters,
alumni, and friends donating to the cause of
sustaining (and improving) Colorado’s best, and
most purposeful education system. Please respond
generously. If you didn’t get your letter, please
CLICK HERE to request one, and we’ll mail it to you
today. Thank you, in advance.
Liberty students are hoping parents, grandparents, and alumni received their annual
fundraising letter – and respond generously.

Give Online. Now is the time to support Liberty Common School. Did you know the
easiest way to donate is to give online? To give today, CLICK HERE.

High-School M usical. Be sure to make plans to
attend this year's high-school Musical Theatre
class’ production of Rodgers and
Hammerstein's The Sound of Music. Shows are
tonight,November 30, at 7:00 PM, and Saturday,
December 1, at 2:00 and 7:00 PM. Tickets are $5
for students and staff (LCS/LCHS) and $10 for
adults. Tickets will be sold online only - please Click
Here to purchase. Last year's shows sold out, so
be sure to get your tickets early. We look forward to
seeing you at the show.

New Instructor. M rs. Cassie Auble is a new full-time
professional who will be splitting her time between both
the elementary and high-school campuses teaching
Latin. Cassie is completing her doctorate through West
Virginia University. She will be finishing the last chapters
of her dissertation while teaching here this spring. She
has several years of teaching experience in higher
education. Cassie grew up in Loveland, CO and recently
moved back to the area with her husband and son. She's
already enjoying being a part of the Liberty team.

Schmooze Time. Local representatives to the State Legislature just got elected, and
they’re preparing agendas for the 2019 convening of the General Assembly. Now is the
time to drop them a short, polite email congratulating them on their esteemed
government positions, and mentioning the importance of charter-school-friendly
policies. It couldn’t be easier. The Colorado League of Charter Schools has a nifty online
tool where you just add your name and contact information, use a pre-written message
(or compose your own), and click “send.” The program matches your home address with
the relevant politicians who will receive your important missive within seconds in their
email inboxes. Please CLICK HERE to follow through.

PSD Director Draper Visits Twice. Two weeks ago, a
member of the Poudre School District Board of Directors
Kristen Draper visited LCHS, received a student-led tour,
dropped in on classrooms, chatted with students, faculty,
and administrators. A week earlier, Draper took a similar
tour of the elementary school. Both visits gave Liberty
administrators a chance to answer questions Draper
raised about charter-public schools, and Liberty’s charterrenewal process with PSD, which is currently
underway. CLICK HERE to see a photo spread of the visit
posted at the LCHS Facebook page.

PSD Board Member Kristen Draper toured LCHS and checked out the Pnyx which is
home of the mighty LCHS College Center

Desks and Cubicles. Liberty Common has been
offered a large number of desks and cubicles. If
you are interested in some or all of these, please
contact Liberty's Director of Development Brett
Harkey.

School Portrait M ake-up Day. Friday, November 30th 2018, 3:00-5:30PM and
Saturday December 1- 9:00AM-12:00PM. Location is Skillman Photography 818 E.
Elizabeth, Fort Collins. Click here to print an order form.

History of Liberty
How Did We Get Here?
Part Four of a Five-Part Series.
Liberty Common School has a unique history that is
important for all to know. There were many hardships and
roadblocks encountered along the way. The Founders
persevered to make our school what it is today, but it
wasn't easy. We are fortunate to have had such
persistent pioneers with a vision to make one of the best charter schools in Colorado.
For the next four weeks, we will run, "How Did We Get Here?" by Dr. M aureen Schaffer,
M rs. M ichelle Provaznik, M rs. Laurel Van M aren, and M r. Bob Schaffer. They do
a superb job of detailing the events that took place to develop Liberty Common School
as we know it. Our hope is that by sharing our history, we will better value the efforts by
our Founders to get where we are today. It is because of their vision and foresight that
we have the top elementary and high school in the state of Colorado.
We continually thank our founding parents for their hard work and dedication. We could
not have asked for a better educational system to educate children. Our hope is that you
feel the same.
The History of Liberty Common High School
By: M rs. M ichelle Provaznik and Principal Bob Schaffer (Founding Parents)
In May of 2013, Liberty Common High School graduated its first senior class. This was
the culmination of an epic effort started in 2008 when Liberty Board of Directors

Chairman Craig Horton and Board Member M ichelle Provaznik attended a charterschool conference in Denver.
The information the pair gathered at the conference, along with general statewide
excitement about the growing success of charter schools in Colorado, provided impetus
to explore expanding Liberty Common School to a full K-12 school. Also attending the
same conference was LCS founding parent, Laurel Van M aren, who was on Ridgeview
Classical Schools Board of Directors at the time. The three discussed moving forward
with a Liberty high school and began meeting for the purposes of laying out general
plans for the school.
This was not the first time Liberty's parent leaders considered a high-school
expansion. In fact, the idea had been pondered twice before, but failed to garner enough
support from the Board of Directors or administration due to a variety of issues including
financial feasibility.
In 2008, things were different. Liberty Common School's kindergarten-through-ninthgrade program had been awarded numerous state and national commendations for
academic achievement. The school's students consistently earned top academicperformance scores in the Poudre School District, and across Colorado. The school had
achieved national "Blue Ribbon" status, and was regarded as a premier nationwide
example of excellence by the Virginia-based Core Knowledge Foundation.
Liberty's reputation as a nationally known, top-performing school naturally attracted the
attention of new parents throughout the region. Enrollment had swelled to 581 students
in grades K-9. The school was more than completely full. The number of families on the
lottery list waiting to enroll their children at Liberty numbered well over fifteen-hundred.
That year, the Board of the Poudre School District voted to change the grade
configuration for neighborhood junior-high and high schools throughout the
district. Where the district's high schools previously consisted of grades 10-12, PSD’s
high schools would now expand to include ninth graders.
The change in the district's configuration would apply direct competitive pressure on
Liberty's ninth grade. The writing was on the wall: Liberty either needed to expand to
include a high school, or watch its ninth grade wither on the vine.
Horton and Provaznik, with the support of Van Maren, presented their high-school ideas
to their colleagues on the Liberty Board of Directors. Though the initial response was
lukewarm, the Board formed a committee to explore and evaluate the feasibility of
expanding the school through twelfth grade. Horton was selected to chair the Expansion
Committee.
The Committee's first step involved holding a community meeting. In October of 2008, a
notice went out to all parents about the idea of creating a high school. Over 80 people
attended the meeting.
Not only were parents of Liberty students interested in the formation of a high school,
prospective Liberty parents were interested in the addition of more K-8 classrooms (one
additional classroom per grade) in the hopes their children might be called from the
extensive lottery list to fill new slots (30 new students per grade) that would be created.
The goal of the Expansion Committee was to create a comprehensive business plan to
prove the feasibility of the whole-school expansion. Seven subcommittees were formed,
involving over fifty parent volunteers. The subcommittees were chaired by the following
parents:
* Athletics: Dan Knab
* Character Education: M ark Sutherlin and Kendra M osely
* Curriculum: M ichelle Provaznik
* Facilities: Tricia Diehl and Peter Kast
* Finance: Dan Provaznik

* Marketing/Enrollment: M elanie Seilbach
* Scheduling: Angela Horton and Krissy Kopren
The subcommittee efforts centered upon creating a high school from the ground up. At
the time, there was no blueprint or instructions to refer to, so the committees performed
extensive research to develop curriculum, sports programs, campus policies, facilities,
etc. The highest goal was to avoid any compromise of Liberty Common School's core
mission - teaching the kids already in its system.
While much of the expansion effort focused on the high
school, the largest part of the expansion was, in fact, the
addition of a third track for the grades K-6, which
increased elementary-school enrollment and staff by
50%. The needed classroom space for the enrollment
jump necessitated moving grades 7-12 to a second
campus.

Tim Ricketts, former business manager of Liberty Common Schools, worked with the
BOD finding complicated financial solutions that allowed the high school to become a
reality.
Another public meeting was held on January 6, 2009 to gauge community interest. Many
parents were interested in the expansion and signed their students up for the waiting
list. Several members of the Poudre School District (PSD) Board of Directors also
attended the meeting. Their initial reaction seemed supportive. That mattered. If the
expansion was to occur, PSD's approval would be required.
Ultimately, at a meeting of the Liberty Board of Directors, administration, and parents on
February 5, 2009, the Expansion Committee recommended Liberty expand and add a
high school. The Committee's presentation showed that not only was the expansion
feasible, but that Liberty would, in fact, be in financial jeopardy if the ninth grade was lost
at the hands of PSD’s plans for grade reconfiguration.
With very conservative enrollment estimates, the findings showed that expansion of
grades 9-12, simultaneously with the addition of a third track of K-8 was not only
possible, but would allow Liberty to thrive. The Expansion Committee was thrilled to have
founders Dr. Randy Everett and Dr. M aureen Schaffer speak in favor of the
expansion.
On February 19, 2009, Liberty's Board petitioned the Poudre School District to amend
Liberty's Charter and to add a third track of K-6th grade, to also add a tenth grade, and
to phase in an eleventh and twelfth grade in subsequent years.
A resolution adopted by the Liberty Board of Directors said it all: "The purpose of
completing our high-school program is to offer high-school education that is college
preparatory in nature, specifically builds on the Core Knowledge Curriculum, effectively
continues to foster the reading, writing, mathematical and thinking skills particular to
Liberty's current offering, continues the Liberty approach to character education, is small
in size, extends the economics, history, science and mathematics foundation that Liberty
has established, and makes use of learning opportunities inherent in the thinking
framework currently employed at Liberty."
Many exchanges and meetings between the district and Liberty ensued. Craig Horton,
Michelle Provaznik, and John Rohrbaugh were asked to present the case for the

Liberty expansion at a PSD Board meeting. Ultimately, the PSD Board agreed to pursue
negotiations with a vote of 6-1. Final negotiations proceeded.
In August of 2009, Liberty received a letter from PSD's Board president Larry Neal
indicating the district was pleased to move forward on an addendum to the Charter
allowing the expansion and the new high school to go forward.
Even though the district had formally approved the expansion, implementing it was hardly
a foregone conclusion. An acute economic recession had stricken the nation and hit
Colorado's School Finance Act pretty hard. All public schools in the state were notified
there would be a punishing rescission of previously allocated state funds - funds upon
which Liberty was counting. Furthermore, it was announced the state would reduce
spending for the next year on the order of 6% or more.
Tim Ricketts, Liberty's former business manager was asked to run multiple versions of
financial scenarios anticipating every conceivable budget situation. The Board had to
make a serious decision involving a long-term financial commitment amid the funding
rescission, the budget reduction, and a precarious economy.
TO BE CONTINUED...

Grandparents Day

Inspiration, Reward, and Thanks
Hello Liberty Families.
Grandparents Day 2018 was another huge success. Estimates for elementary
attendance were around 650 grandparents and head count at the upper school was 200.
This was the 9th-Annual Grandparents Day and another day of memories made for so
many in the Liberty community - grandparents, students, staff, and volunteers. The goal
of this event has always been to offer a day for children to invite their grandparents to
get a sample of their exceptional educational experience, include them in their success,
and continue to bond with them in the place they spend a huge percentage of their lives,
growing and learning. It’s an opportunity for our school to communicate the success of
charter public schools, Liberty’s curricula, and character education. It’s an opportunity to
educate the world about the success of our formula for building exceptional Americans in
both character and wisdom; and what better ambassadors than the children themselves?

Over the past nine years, Grandparents Day has evolved from a heartfelt idea that a
parent volunteer, Amy Redstone initiated, to an efficient, well-oiled machine that runs
like clockwork (with a few hiccups), and brings joy to over a thousand people. In 2009,
my eldest son was randomly selected in the Liberty lottery as a first-grader. After
frustrating experiences in kindergarten elsewhere, I thanked God our family was
fortunate enough to win this lottery, and I made a commitment to myself that I would give
back gratefully by volunteering. Early in his first year, I saw an email requesting
volunteers for a new project to celebrate grandparents in student lives. My grandparents
had an enormous impact on my life, and my folks and in-laws were making an enormous
impact on my children’s lives. This was intriguing to me and so I attended that first
meeting, in the elementary library with just a handful of parents and Headmaster
Schaffer.
The first two events were far more popular and well-attended than we could have ever
imagined. Even as a brand new event, I recall well over 400 grandparents
attended. There were bumps along the way: How to procure food? How to have enough
seating? How to predict numbers? How ornate should we decorate? Should there be
performances or just classroom visits? How do we organize the entire student body to
perform and speak? Amy Redstone broke through these dilemmas and then after the
first two years of her service as chairperson of the planning committee, she handed the
chairperson torch to me. Flattering and touching, yet quite intimidating! For the last
seven years as the Grandparents Day Planning Committee Chairperson, I have
experienced one of the best parts of my life. I have learned more than I could have
imagined both through enormous success and through inevitable and humbling failure. I
have made friendships and relationships that held more value to me than most of those
people will ever recognize. I have said goodbye to those relationships as committee
members have had to move on, and said to hello to new people that enriched not only
the event and the school, but my life too. The people who have been a part of this
planning committee every year are parents as well as grandparents and also students. I
have seen some of the most exceptional facets of human character in each and every
volunteer and have been inspired by each and every one of them in different, individual
ways. Grandparents who attended every single meeting gave input, and contributed their
time to help, parents who were so talented, creative, tireless, and generous, and
students…The students I have been able to work closely with as well as witness
volunteer at the events have made me so incredibly proud of our entire Liberty
community, from their academic success, to their exceptional character, to the loving and
diligent parenting that clearly has made some of the best people on earth. This
Thanksgiving, I reflected on something for which to be incredibly thankful.
It’s been a journey I am blessed to have been a part of, rewarding beyond words. With
my youngest son moving on to the upper school in the fall of 2019, I will be transitioning
from what we endearingly call “the little school” to all my children attending “the big
school” next year, and thus I am handing the chairperson torch to another parent
volunteer to continue this most unique and beloved Liberty tradition.
I hope that next year, parents, grandparents, and students will rally for the new
chairperson and continue the generosity and support to make the tenth-annual
Grandparents Day Event the best one yet.

With that, I would like to thank this year’s committee, in alphabetical order because all
their contributions were above and beyond: M arie Beck, Principal Casey Churchill,
Kim Farrand, Cole Goeltl - LCHS Community Service Officer/GPD Student Chairperson
for High-School, Andrea Green, Brett Harkey, Jen Hopkins, Sarah Hunt, Kim Kent,
Connie Kramer, Kathy Lovely, Principal Torgun Lovely, Paige M oore – student
volunteer and Vice High-School GPD Student Chairperson, Headmaster Bob Schaffer,
Yolanda Sears.
Those are the people who dedicated every Friday morning, from the beginning of the
school year until the event, plus more of their personal time, however…a huge thank you
goes out to each and every parent who signed up to assist on the day of the event, from
food donations, to set up the night before the event, to assisting the day of the event…
without you, the show could not go on.
If you would like to see photographs of the elementary event, please thank Liberty parent
and photographer extraordinaire, Raven Banning. Here is the link to her beautiful,
professional images capturing the event: CLICK HERE.
LCHS student, Gillian Clouser photographically covered the high-school event and
pictures will be added to various Liberty Facebook pages.
I also thank this year’s high-school student volunteers, who come to “the little school”
and make it run smoothly as well as take the lead role at the high school and are
wonderful ambassadors for the exceptional education at Liberty Common: Cole Goeltl,
Paige M oore, Grace Arnett, Caitlin Billica, M ichael Bradley, Gordy Brooks, Gillian
Clouser, Tatum Flack, Taylor Fritzler, Kyla Gefre, Leslie Gilsdorf, Alex Goeltl,
Tristan Hanley, Zach Harker, M aitlyn Harkey, Gillian Hepworth, Spencer Hicklin,
Tyler Higgins, Donovan Jones, Anna Langford, Liam O’M alley, Skyler M ayse,
M icaela M cConahay, Elliot M cCormick, Jaiden M cFarland, Paul M oore, M adison
Neighbors, Anina Peersen, Taylor Reinke, Josh Rohrbaugh, Allie Schepman,
Emma Speshock, Olivia Thero, Brad Walters, Evan Walters, M organ Webb,
M ichael Yeh, Ryan Zonnefeld.
My most grateful thanks and blessings to the entire Liberty community,
Erin M ihulka
Liberty Common Elementary and Liberty Common High School to gives a special thanks
to all of the community sponsors and donors of last week's Grandparents Day event.
These businesses helped make our beloved tradition a reality. Thank you.

Elementary School-Newsworthy Notices
Cotillion Registration Now Open. In a
world where definitions are often lost, words
such as kindness, courtesy, and respect
often overlooked – the Fort Collins Cotillion
is celebrating its 28th Anniversary in teaching
young people social skills, sense and civility
– through the art of ballroom dance.
The 4th-5th and 6th-7th program is directed by
JDW Cotillions, an organization that instructs
programs across the United States, not only to young people but also to university
students and business professionals.
Not only will students learn to dance — which breaks down inhibitions, develops mutual
respect between the genders, and instills confidence — they will also learn about first
impressions, communication skills, leadership, dining etiquette, codes of conduct and
character.
Classes are held at the Fort Collins Country Club. Members and non-members are
welcome.
Online registration is now open at https://www.cotillion.com/jdw/registrationstep1

Welcome Archer to our Liberty Common family.
Congratulations to M rs. Amy Clemens, LCS Music Teacher
and M r. Ryan Clemens on the birth of their son Archer
Robert Clemens, born at 37 weeks on November 29th. Mrs.
Clemens commented in her email to staff, "He was only 3 lbs 8
oz, so he’s spending some time in the NICU. He’s doing great
though, and we are so thankful for our little miracle baby! "

Lost-And-Found Overflowing. We are running out of space to store clothing items.
Please come check for coats, gloves, mittens, lunch boxes, plastic storage containers,
and water bottles that may be missing from your home. Our couragous lost-and-found
volunteer Yolanda Sears, will be gathering items that have been in the lost-and-found
for two weeks or more on Monday afternoon, and donating to Goodwill. Thank you.

Audition M eeting for Treasure Island M usical. There will be a mandatory
informational meeting for all 5th-grade and 6th-grade students interested in auditioning
for this year’s musical – “Treasure Island” – on Wednesday, December 19th, at 3:15 in
the Choir Room. Students must attend this meeting with a parent in order to audition for
the show in January.

Parenting With Love and Logic in 2019. Dr. Clarke, Love and Logic instructor is
returning to Liberty on 1/23, 2/13, and 3/6 to teach Love and Logic for $98 per person.
This price includes a workbook designed to work hand-in-hand with the Love and Logic
curricula. These workshops give parents the opportunity to have an interactive
discussion with Dr. Clarke and one another on Love and Logic. If you are interested in
attending, please sign up in the front office.

5th Graders Visited Young AmeriTowne. YoungAmeriTown is an award-winning
educational program offered to 4th-grade, 5th-grade and 6th-grade teachers to help
students learn about business, economics and free enterprise in a fun and hands-on
way. The Young AmeriTowne curriculum is designed to teach children about the freeenterprise system through a variety of lessons and activities which include: Basic
Economics, banking, money management, government, communications, philanthropy,
and business preparation.
Students interested in jobs at Young AmeriTowne, interviewed for each position with
parent volunteers and then assigned roles by their 5th-grade teacher. See images below
of the exciting fieldtrip.

YoungAmeriTowne Market. Juliet
Cooksey and Lyla Walters served as
cashier and manager. Mrs. Schissler, 5thgrade Teacher Assistant, looks on.
LCS 5th-Grade teaching team, Amy
Schissler, Jenny Cardenas, Rachel
Hickman, Jennifer Scheafer, and
Assistant Principal, Sandy Stoltzfus,
accompanied LCS 5th graders to
YoungAmeriTowne, in Denver, on
November 19, 2018.

YoungAmeriTowne Public Radio Station.
Orion Rohrbacker served as a DJ at the
radio station.

YoungAmeriTowne Fitness Center.
Pictured above are Dylan Rubenstein,
Kayla Schroder, Alex Katopodis Fitness
Center manager and trainers.

YoungAmeriTowne Hall Judge Ethan Yu,
takes his role and responsibilities,very
seriously.

YoungAmeriTowne Hall. Mayor of Young
AmeriTowne, Ryan VanAlsburg, tackles
piles of paperwork.

YoungAmeriTowne Medical Center, Krish
Patel, serves as the Medical Center
accountant.

Donate New or Gently-Used Shoes. The 30th Annual Shoes for The Holidays
campaign has begun and runs through December 25th. Shoes and socks for those in
need will be distributed throughout Northern Colorado. Support this worthy cause and
bring your donations to the drop off barrel located in entrance of LCS.

Liberty Sports by Dan Knab,
Liberty Common Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together, Win
Together!'

This Week In Jr.-High School Sports:
7th-Grade Boys Basketball
Tue, 12/4, 4pm, Away, TBD (A-Team Playoffs)
Thu, 12/6, TBD, Away, TBD, at Milliken Middle School (A-Team Quarter-Finals)
Sat, 12/8, TBD, Away, TBD, at Milliken Middle School (A-Team Semi's and Finals)
8th-Grade Boys Basketball
Sat, 12/1, 9am, Weld Central, at Ft. Lupton Middle School (B-Team Tournament)
Sat, 12/1, 11am if lose 9am or 12pm if win 9am game at Ft. Lupton Middle School
Tue, 12/4, 4pm, TBD, TBD (A-Team Playoffs)
Thu, 12/6, TBD, Away, TBD, at Milliken Middle School (A-Team Quarter-Finals)
Sat, 12/8, TBD, Away, TBD, at Milliken Middle School (A-Team Semi's and Finals)
7th- & 8th-grade girl's basketball season begins Monday, January 7th, 3:30pm in the
elementary gym. Click HERE to register now.
Contact Jr.-High Coaches:
Basketball - Contact Coach Arend (8th); Contact Coach M atthews (7th)
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane
Soccer - Contact Coach Reeves
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Busick or Coach Lanciotti (7th)

This Week In High-School Sports:
M en's Basketball
Fri, 11/30, 5:30pm, Away, vs Holyoke (At Highland High School) (Varsity Only)
Sat, 12/1, 11:30am if lose Fri or 2:30pm if win on Fri, Away, vs TBD (At Highland High
School); (Varsity Only)
Tue, 12/4, 4pm/5:30/7pm, Home, vs Peak to Peak
Sat, 12/8, 1pm/3:30pm, Home, vs Ridge View (JV/V Only)
Women's Basketball
Fri, 11/30, 4pm, Away, vs Holyoke (At Highland High School) (Varsity Only)
Sat, 12/1, 10am if lose Fri or 1pm if win on Fri, Away, vs TBD (At Highland High School)
Tue, 12/4, 5pm/6:30pm, Away, at Peak to Peak (JV/V)
Thu, 12/6, Away, 5pm, vs Ft. Collins High School (at Rocky Mountain High School)
(Varsity only)
Sat, 12/8, Away, 1pm/2:30pm, Away, at Vail Christian (JV/V)
Halley M iklos Returns. Click HERE to see the Coloradoan article that covered the
homecoming of LCHS alum, Halley Miklos. Cornell lost to CSU 56 - 53, but Miklos won our
hearts. Thanks to everyone who came out to support her.
How Do I Compete in College Athletics? If you are an athlete who wants to compete
at the college level, at any level, come get educated Monday, 10 December 2018 in the
Acopolis at 5:30pm. Poudre School District Athletic Director, Russ M cKinstry will be
walking athletes through the recruiting and college selection process.

Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Altergott; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick
Cross Country - Coach Schulte
Soccer - Men and Women Coach Salehi
Track & Field - TBD - Currently looking for qualified candidate - Click HERE
Volleyball - Coach Camp

For jr.-high and high-school athletic-score updates throughout the week, check out
Liberty Common Athletic Booster Club's Facebook page by clicking HERE.

Support Liberty Common School

Amazon Smile. Earn money for Liberty while you shop through
Smile.Amazon.com. AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support
Liberty every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com,
you’ll find the same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase
price back to Liberty.
Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core Knowledge Charter School
Foundation.” CKC School Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit
organization. You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’ The AmazonSmile Foundation
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases back to

Liberty.

Support Liberty. Stop by the office today to pick up your
King Soopers re-loadable gift card. 5% of all purchases
goes back to Liberty Common School. Think of the
possibilities.

What Every Parent Should Know
What is Good Literature?
By: Dr. Maureen Schaffer, Founder
The books which fill Liberty’s library and classrooms are selected
according to criteria beyond current popularity. The quality of
language, the value of a story to the human experience, the
contribution to character education, and the support of the Core
Knowledge Sequence all play a role in identifying “good” books.
According to Neil Postman, whose ideas are frequently referenced
in our Charter, “Human beings require stories to give meaning to
the facts... (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
M anners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day: “Rule No. 54. Letter of Introduction. A
letter of introduction is to be avoided outside of the
business world. To present a letter of introduction
places the receiver in an awkward position. It is far
better to write to your friend and say, 'A dear friend of
mine, Jane Moore, has moved to your city. I think you
would enjoy each other. Will you call her sometime?”

News Worth Repeating
M ake Art, Win Prize. Win a weekend stay
in Rocky Mountain National Park, plus
Colorado-made products, and art
supplies. All you need to do is come in first
place in the 2019 Colorado Kids Create
Art Contest. CLICK HERE for
details. There are lots of runner-up prizes,
too. Contestants must be between the
ages of 5 – 18 years old.

6th-Grade Parent M eeting. Please join us on December 10 at 6:30 PM in the LCHS
Great Hall for an information session on the transition from 6th to 7th grade. Students
may attend, but this night is primarily for parents. Our hope is to ensure that all 6thgrade parents are well-informed regarding the opportunities, expectations, and
philosophy of the junior high. We want to answer your questions and ensure you have all
the information you need to help your children to begin their transition to junior high at

LCHS.

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is
a sibling of a student currently enrolled in
Liberty, and will be attending Kindergarten
in the 2019-2020 School Year, please
make sure they are on the Sibling List. We
will begin running the Kindergarten lottery
in January. Please contact Julie Russell,
LCS Registrar, at (970)482-9800, ext.
1114, to add your student to the list.

Volunteering At LCS. Please volunteer at Liberty Common School for any
extracurricular activities and special events(Spring Gala, Graduation, TeacherAppreciation Week, etc.), or assisting staff members on a regular basis. If you have not
previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE. If you are already a registered
volunteer in the Liberty Common School Volunteer System, please CLICK HERE to login.
Locate the volunteer tab on the left, update your preferences, update preferred
opportunity type, and note a classroom volunteer preference has been added.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention all Liberty Common dads,
granddads, uncles, etc: Please get on the list to volunteer (at least
one time this year) with the Liberty WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad M r. Wes Cardenas has stepped up to
organize all the adult men in the LCS family to spend some time in
the school during the school day helping out and assisting with the
ebb and flow of 540 youngsters. It’s a great experience, and makes a
big positive difference in the life of our excellent school. CLICK
HERE to read a short note from Wes about his experience as a WatchD.O.G. CLICK
HERE to learn more about the WatchD.O.G. program. CLICK HERE to sign up and get a
date or two (or more) on the calendar, and to let all LCS students know they can count
on you this year to be a WatchD.O.G.

2018-2019 Calendar
Nov. 21-23 | Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 24-Jan. 4 | Winter Break
Jan. 21 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 15 | Professional-Development Day
Feb 18 | Presidents' Day
M arch 18-22 | Spring Break
April 19 | Good Friday
M ay 24 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00

Liberty Common Board of Directors:

Patrick Albright: 232-8257
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Joel Goeltl: 970-593-8556
Tricia Diehl: 420-8937
Paulette Hansen: 303-710-1887
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Aislinn Kottwitz: 217-5925
You may contact all Board Members at BOD@libertycommon.org
Next BOD mtg. is December 20, 2018, 6 pm. at LCS Breakroom.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800|Fax 970-482-8007|Attendance Line: 482-9800, option 2
Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Mr. Casey Churchill, cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Asst. Principal, Mrs. Sandy Stoltzfus, sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org

