Parents count! We had a huge turnout for this week’s Singapore Math Bootcamp where
parents learned more about Liberty’s instructional strategies for mathematics.

FERRVM ACVIT FERRVM
Iron Sharpens Iron
LCHS Class of 2019 Motto

Liberty Common Sense
“A weekly account of our revolutionary journey”

Volume 22, Issue 9-October 19, 2018
Next week at Liberty Common School is Oscar Wilde week
Oscar Wilde was an Anglo-Irish playwright, novelist, poet, and critic.
He is regarded as one of the greatest playwrights of the Victorian Era.
In his lifetime he wrote nine plays, one novel, and numerous poems,
short stories, and essays.

All Liberty- News
A Grand Learning Conspiracy
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Next Friday is Teacher/Parent Conferences Day. For students: No
school! Sleep in! Pajamas ‘til lunchtime! Few have any inkling of
the collusion going on right under their noses.
Throughout the week, (just on Friday at the high school), Liberty
faculty and parents will quietly meet in hundreds of huddled
conferences. Parents and teachers only. No students allowed.
Liberty Common School is effectively a grand learning conspiracy dedicated to rolling

back the frontiers of mediocrity in public education. The annual parent-teacher
conference day is a designated opportunity to meet face-to-face with your kid’s
teacher(s), and to strategize about prudent learning.
The meetings reinforce Liberty’s underlying premise – the crucial imperative for highquality education: It is the right and responsibility of parents to direct the education and
upbringing of their children.
This depth of education happens best when parents show up, connive with classroom
teachers, and hatch audacious plots toward their student’s progress. Participating is
pretty easy, and doesn’t take much time.
Please see details elsewhere in today’s Common Sense newsletter. Every parent should
plan to attend.

2018 Liberty Common School Calendar
October 19 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
October 19 | Chessmates
October 19| LCS Talent Show, 6:30 pm.
October 19 | 1st Quarter Ends.
October 19 | 3rd Grade Roman Day
October 22 | Public Information Night, LCS, 6:30 pm.
October 25 | BOD Meeting, 6:00 pm., LCS, Teacher Break Room
October 26 | No School, Parent/Teacher Conferences (See below for reminders)
October 26 | No Chessmates
October 29 | Character Education Assembly. Speaker M s. Allison Weston, UC Health
Safe Kids. 4th-6th students attend the assembly-8:10-8:45 am. K-3rd students attend the
assembly- 8:55-9:35 am. (See below for more information)
October 29 - November 2 | Liberty Common Canned Food Drive
October 29 | Running Club for 4th-6th grade, LCS, 3:15-3:45 pm.
October 31 | 4th Grade Medieval Day
November 1 | Last day of Running Club
November 2 | Individual picture retakes, 7:45-8:30 am.
November 2 | 1st Grade Egyptian Day
November 9 | Chessmates
November 16 | Hearing/Vision Screening
November 16 | Chessmates
November 20 | Grandparents Day
November 21-23 | Thanksgiving Break, NO SCHOOL

Reaping What We’ve Sowed
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

By resolution of the State Board of Education, next Friday is Colorado Character
Education Day. Though the commemoration coincides with our Parent/Teacher
Conferences, the state resolution offers excellent advice with which Liberty Common
School agrees, and takes seriously. For example, “American students have a right to the
knowledge of their moral heritage.”
Schools should emphasize “core character qualities that transcend cultural, religious,
and socioeconomic differences such as: common courtesy, respect for person and
property, civic and personal responsibility, and honest and fair dealings,” the resolution
says. “Our students need to learn about public and personal virtues and positive
behavior,” it reads, “when you plant the seed of virtue, virtue will grow, for you reap what

you sow.”
It would be so wonderful if every Liberty parent could sit in on the process leading up to
the naming of the outstanding junior-high, and high-school students who receive the
monthly Foundation-Stone Award, and Capstone Award. Watching our elementary
students receive monthly character awards is an adorable spectacle too.
Being a recipient is surely a special moment, but the greater value is for all other children
to celebrate, and contemplate the reasons these awards are bestowed. Character
awards at the elementary school are given when teachers observe a student displaying
virtue in ways that go above and beyond, in ways that make our excellent school an even
more virtuous institution.
For kids this age, picking up someone else’s trash, holding open doors, consistently
answering ma’am and sir, are examples of noteworthy behaviors that exceed the normal
expectations for showing respect, and exercising personal restraint throughout the day.
We want teachers to catch students in the act of doing astonishing things – things that
have an extraordinary, positive impact upon others in palpable ways. This is only one
way Liberty Common purposefully reinforces positive behaviors for students. We coach
awardees to hold their head high, but not to gloat upon being recognized.
We should all expect that for every award conferred, there are dozens more heroic
moments of virtue that didn’t “get caught” by a teacher, but which are meritorious
nonetheless. We want our students to understand that the purpose of developing
virtuous and moral habits is not to receive awards, but to live the good life.

Mr. Churchill interacts with students at a
Character Assembly while introducing the
guest speaker.
Nisha Chatnani '18 and 8th-grader
Spencer Lynch received an award last
year.
Winners of the monthly Foundation-Stone Award, and Capstone Award are nominated by
LCHS instructors, and debated. The faculty then votes. Since specific names, and
student qualities are explicitly discussed, these magnificent discussions about our most
virtuous students must take place behind closed doors.
Yet, these are exquisite conversations, carried out at a high level, by the wisest roomful
one could possibly imagine. For my own part, it’s a thorough privilege to be in on these
debates; and I do wish every parent could behold them.
Since that can’t happen, I hope you’ll take it from me, that the character, virtue, morality,
and maturity of Liberty’s students is not only considerable, it’s deeply inspiring. This
school is awash in truly honorable young people spanning all grades.
Character education, and the cultivation of authentic virtue are far more important than
the school’s record-setting test scores, or athletic championships. That we enjoy it all
here at Liberty Common School is a blessing beyond price.

Public-Info Night. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty
(either campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please
urge them to attend our Public-Information Night this coming Monday October 22,
6:30PM-8:00PM at Liberty Common Elementary School. These are informative
presentations for all parents wanting to know more about why we teach what we teach,
and why we do what we do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any
grades K - 11, attending one of these presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of
those waiting for the next open-enrollment spot.

Parent/Teacher Conferences Reminders. No School
on Friday, October 26, 2018.

We are excited to meet with parents this coming week
to discuss your student’s progress and all the great
things we are teaching here at Liberty this year. Some
teachers have chosen to conduct conferences before
and after school all week as well as Friday. Please
keep the following in mind when coming to meet with
your child's teacher on Friday.
Main Entrance doors will be unlocked. Please proceed to
your student's classroom.
Front-office doors will be locked; no need to check in. Please place all paperwork
needing to go to the front office staff in a drop-off box outside the office door.
Liberty's Connie Behr Memorial Library will be open 9am-2pm for children who are
along for conferences. M rs. Gowing, our Librarian, will be available to check-out
books.
While in the building, please check the Lost-and-Found. It is overflowing with
items.

Liberty Canned-Food Drive will be happening for
one week only- October 29-November 2. Bring in
canned and boxed foods to benefit the House of
Neighborly Services. Collect 2018 cans for a Free
Dress Day and 4036 for a teacher surprise. The
class that collects the most food items will receive a
doughnut party. Donations will be accepted until
noon on November 2. Please remember, expired
cans/food and dented cans cannot be accepted.
They will be thrown out and will not count toward the
class total.

Parents/Guardians,
The state immunization deadline is Nov. 1st. If your
student is missing any immunizations, or if an annual
exemption form needs to be completed, you were notified
by mail.
Please read the letter and update your student's status. Students without required
immunizations or and updated exemption form will not be allowed to attend school
beginning next Wednesday. For vaccine exemption information CLICK HERE.
Please contact the health office if you have any questions. You can contact Natalie
Dybzinski, School Nurse Consultant at ndybzinski@libertycommon.org or M elissa
M iller, LCS Health Tech at mmiller@libertycommon.org.

Individual School-Portrait M ake-up Day. School-

portrait make-up day is Friday, November 2, 2018, 7:45
am to 8:30 am, in the gym.
If you were absent or are new to the school, you
may purchase a new package, or have one taken
for the records, yearbook, and ID.
If you had a picture taken but didn’t purchase a
package, you may have a new picture taken and
purchase a package.
If you purchased a package and want a retake, you
must return the original package in full with reason
for retake clearly stated on package.
Please refer to guidelines on back of the package as to
what justifies a retake.
CLICK HERE for more information from Skillman Photography. CLICK HERE for order
form.

Love & Logic Returns To Liberty. Mark your calendars for November 14, 6-7:30 pm,
at LCS and join Jason ClarkePhD in an Introduction to Parenting the Love and Logic
Way. In this free workshop, parents and caregivers will learn practical and proven
strategies for raising respectful, responsible and happy kids. Families will learn specific
parenting techniques to use with their children to establish and enforce boundaries in a
loving, positive, and effective way. We are pleased to have Dr. Clarke share his expertise
on this topic as most of the Liberty staff have gone through similar training and
incorporates Love and Logic in their classrooms. We hope you can join us for this
evening to learn more about best parenting practices used at Liberty.
After November 14th, Dr. Clarke will return to Liberty on 1/23, 2/13, and 3/6 to teach
Love and Logic for $69. This price includes a workbook designed to work hand-in-hand
with the Love and Logic curricula. These workshops give parents the opportunity to have
an interactive discussion with Dr. Clarke and one another on Love and Logic. If you are
interested in attending, please sign up in the front office.

Liberty Sports by Dan Knab,
Liberty Common Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together, Win
Together!'

This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
Cross-Country
Sat,10/20, 8am, Away, @ Fehringer Ranch Park (State Championship Meet-JH Girls
Only)
JH Boys Basketball (Not too late to join)
The 7th-grade team and Coach M atthews is looking for 4-5 more players this year. The

season ends on December 8th. Email Coach M atthews to let him know you are
interested or if you have questions.
Register for 7th-and 8th-grade basketball by clicking HERE. (Registration is now open.)
JH Girls Basketball Begins M onday, 7 January, 2019.
Register for 7th and 8th-grade basketball by clicking HERE. (Registration is now open.)
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Contact Coach Arend
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane
Soccer - Contact Coach Reeves
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Busick or Coach Lanciotti

This Week In High-School Sports:
Cross Country
Sat, 10/27, 9am, Away, at Norris Penrose Event Center (State Championship Meet)
Soccer
Fri, 10/19, 4pm, Home, vs Faith Christian (at Kroh Park) (Senior Game)
Thu, 10/25, 4pm, TBD, at TBD (1st Rnd Playoffs) Check LCHS Booster Page for
updates.
Volleyball
Fri, 10/19, 4:30pm, Home, vs Valley High School (Parent Recognition)
Tue, 10/23, 4:30pm, Home, vs Brush High School (Senior Game)
TBD - Regionals completed by Saturday, 11/3
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Altergott; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick
Cross Country - Coach Schulte
Soccer - Men and Women Coach Salehi
Track & Field - TBD - Currently looking for qualified candidate - Click HERE
Volleyball - Coach Camp

For jr.-high and high-school athletic-score
updates throughout the week, check out
Liberty Common Athletic Booster Club's
Facebook page by clicking HERE.

Support Liberty Common School
Amazon Smile. Earn money for Liberty while you shop through
Smile.Amazon.com. AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic
way for you to support Liberty every time you shop, at no cost to
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the same
low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience

as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a
portion of the purchase price back to Liberty.
Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core
Knowledge Charter School Foundation.” CKC School
Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit
organization. You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase
price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases back to Liberty.

Support Liberty. Stop by the office today to pick up your
King Soopers re-loadable gift card. 5% of all purchases
goes back to Liberty Common School. Think of the
possibilities.

What Every Parent Should Know
The Clean Air Of Liberty
By: Bob Schaffer, LCHS Headmaster
Starting in kindergarten, Liberty students learn important
economic lessons involving trade-offs – wants versus needs,
property rights and elementary principles of voluntary trade. By
the time they graduate, our students enjoy quite an impressive
and refined understanding of economics.
It is a very important academic discipline, one that gets only
summary treatment... (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
M anners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 49. Shaking Hands. It is unnecessary to
shake hands at an introduction, although, if some one
does offer to shake hands, it is very rude to refuse. In
some sections of the country, people do more hand
shaking than in others. It is better to err on the side of
too little rather than too much hand-shaking. When two
men or boys are introduced, they shake hands.
"A man or boy never offers to shake hands with a girl or woman. A simple rule about
hand-shaking is, the honored one, that is, the one to whom you are presented, is the
one who may offer the hand first. A parent may offer to shake hands with a boy or girl.
The older person may offer to shake hands with a younger person. A boy offers his hand
only to another boy."

News Worth Repeating
Help Feed The Faculty. One of the most heartwarming Liberty Common annual
traditions occurs this year on Friday, October 26th at Parent/Teacher Conference
Day. Teachers put in a long day meeting with parents and discussing student

progress. Parents celebrate the faculty and school saying “thank you” by providing a
delicious luncheon for the faculty and staff. Obviously, we need a lot of parent
support. Please help by signing up, (CLICK HERE) to make this year’s luncheon another
heartwarming success.

Lil’ Dribblers Basketball. Little Dribblers basketball for 1st & 2nd
graders, boys and girls, will take place four Saturdays: Nov 10th, Nov
17th, Dec 8th, and Dec 15th. Games will be played between 8:00AM
and 12:00PM in the LCS gymnasium. Players will play in one game
with two 12-minute halves. Cost: $20.00. To sign up, CLICK HERE
starting Friday, October 19th at 8:00PM when the link will be
activated through Thu, Oct 25th at 8:00PM. M rs. Hanawalt will send
an Efunds email for payment, which is nonrefundable. Participation is
on a first-come-first-served basis for the first 64
participants. Additional students’ names will be placed on a wait-list
pending cancellations.

School Illnesses. As we are entering cold and flu season, please re-read our "When to
Keep Your Child Home From School" guidelines. It is important to follow these and keep
your student home from school when they apply, even when inconvenient, to prevent the
spread of illness to other children.

Honor Our Servicemen and Servicewomen.
Every November, for Veterans Day, we honor men and
women veterans, and those that are currently serving our
country with a display of thanks. To make our bulletin
board a great presentation of respect and appreciation,
we are needing pictures of soldiers, seamen, and
airmen. Please bring any photos of servicemen or
servicewomen to the office. Include their name, where
they served or are currently serving and their relation to
our Liberty Common student(s). Photos will only be accepted until November 2nd., and
will be returned. Photos can also be sent via email to jronen@libertycommon.org.

Grandparents Day Invitations. Beginning this year, Grandparents Day invitations will
only be mailed to grandparents whose addresses were submitted during registration at
the beginning of the school year. All information regarding Grandparents Day will also be
in the Friday Common Sense Newsletters. Invitations for Grandparents Day 2018 were
mailed earlier this week. There is no RSVP required. If you do not receive an invitation
and would like one mailed to you, please CLICK HERE to email Brett Harkey.

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a
student currently enrolled in Liberty, and will be attending
Kindergarten in the 2019-2020 School Year, please make
sure they are on the Sibling List. We will begin running
the Kindergarten lottery in January. Please contact Julie
Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970)482-9800, ext. 1114, to
add your student to the list.

Turn Your Box Tops Into Big Bucks. Last year,
Liberty families generated $635 worth of product box
tops. That’s great, but it was barely half of what we
earned the year before. Our school can do a lot with
that free money! Please drop off your valid Box Tops
in a zip-lock bag in the LCS front-office desk drawer
marked “Box Tops.” Liberty supermom/volunteer M rs.
Jeanne-M arie Siegfried processed them up each
week, and wants more – lots more. Our next turn-in
deadline for the year’s first check is October 29th. Please CLICK HERE for product lists,
coupons, and fun contests associated with collecting box tops for Liberty. You can even
win a $10,000.00 scholarship. Thanks for clipping. If lots of Liberty families make this
small, simple effort, this project can generate big benefits for our school. Please – it’s so
easy.

Summer 2019 Trip to South Korea. Andrea Heyman, coordinator of the annual visit
of students from our sister-school, GyeSeong school of Seoul, will be leading a trip to
South Korea in July, 2019. Details are still being finalized; CLICK HERE to email
Andrea Heyman for more information.

Short-Term Host Families Needed In February. We’re already making plans for our
next “sister-school” visit from GyeSeong school of Seoul, Korea. In February, we’ll be
joined by 10 students (6 girls and 4 boys), plus one instructor. They’ll be here for just
under three weeks. They’ll be in the school from Feb 1st to Feb 22nd, 2019. The visiting
students will be at school or on field trips weekdays from 8:30 am until late afternoon. To
facilitate this visit, we need Liberty families to serve as short-term host families. Everyone
who has done this in the past has thoroughly enjoyed the students. If you think you might
consider volunteering to open your home and help get visiting student to and from LCHS,
please CLICK HERE to email project coordinator Andrea Heyman, or call her directly
at (970) 218-6038. Financial reimbursements will be available to host families.

Volunteering At LCS. Please volunteer at Liberty Common School for any
extracurricular activities and special events(Spring Gala, Graduation, TeacherAppreciation Week, etc.), or assisting staff members on a regular basis. If you have not
previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE. If you are already a registered
volunteer in the Liberty Common School Volunteer System, please CLICK HERE to login.
Locate the volunteer tab on the left, update your preferences, update preferred
opportunity type, and note a classroom volunteer preference has been added.

WatchD.O.G.S. Volunteer Coordinator,
Wes Cardenas, with daughters,
Savannah, Raleigh, and Brooklyn.

Liberty D.O.G.S.,
Needs
Dads. Attention all
Liberty Common dads,
granddads, uncles,
etc: Please get on the
list to volunteer (at
least one time this
year) with the Liberty WatchD.O.G.S.
team. Volunteer coordinator/Liberty dad
M r. Wes Cardenas has stepped up to
organize all the adult men in the LCS
family to spend some time in the school
during the school day helping out and
assisting with the ebb and flow of 540
youngsters. It’s a great experience, and
makes a big positive difference in the life
of our excellent school. CLICK HERE to
read a short note from Wes about his
experience as a WatchD.O.G. CLICK
HERE to learn more about the
WatchD.O.G. program. CLICK HERE to
sign up and get a date or two (or more) on
the calendar, and to let all LCS students
know they can count on you this year to be
a WatchD.O.G.

Seeking Library Volunteers. M rs. Gowing, LCS
Librarian is seeking volunteers to assist in shelving books
and covering newly purchased hardback and paperback
books. One-hour volunteer time slots are available.
CLICK HERE for shelving books.
CLICK HERE for covering books.

K-4 Volunteers Needed. Join us as a volunteer in
the K-4th Grade Art Room this year for a lot of fun.
Parents and grandparent are welcome. No art
experience is necessary. CLICK HERE to find a time
that works for your schedule.

2018-2019 Calendar
Oct. 26 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 21-23 | Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 24-Jan. 4 | Winter Break
Jan. 21 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 15 | Professional-Development Day
Feb 18 | Presidents' Day
M arch 18-22 | Spring Break
April 19 | Good Friday
M ay 24 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00

Liberty Common Board of Directors:
Patrick Albright: 232-8257
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Joel Goeltl: 970-593-8556
Tricia Diehl: 420-8937
Paulette Hansen: 303-710-1887
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Aislinn Kottwitz: 217-5925
You may contact all Board Members at BOD@libertycommon.org
Next BOD mtg. is October 25, 2018, 6 pm. at LCS Breakroom.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800|Fax 970-482-8007|Attendance Line: 482-9800, option 2
Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Mr. Casey Churchill, cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Asst. Principal, Mrs. Sandy Stoltzfus, sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org

