Liberty supermom and professional photographer Mrs. Raven Banning
captured this perfect image of this year’s LCS Fall Festival.

FERRVM ACVIT FERRVM
Iron Sharpens Iron
LCHS Class of 2019 Motto

Liberty Common Sense
“A weekly account of our revolutionary journey”
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This week at Liberty Common School is Euclid of Alexandria week
Euclid of Alexandria (born c. 300 BC), is the most prominent
mathematician of Greco-Roman antiquity. He authored Elements, one
of the most influential mathematical works of all time.

All Liberty- News
A Foursquare Case for Economics
Education
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
Liberty Common School stresses the importance of teaching
economics concepts starting in kindergarten. The program, and
our instructors have become quite well known throughout the
country for our instructional success, and for the
disproportionate number of Liberty alumni who pursue

economics-related studies in college.
For example, the national Foundation for Economic Education published an essay last
year by LCHS economics instructor M r. Stanton Skerjanec. Mr. Skerjanec cleverly
relates his observations of Liberty students playing four square to “common law” justice
made possible through a free-market economy. Please CLICK HERE to read it.
Guided by the school’s economics policy, LCHS’s History & Economics Department
maintains a tight partnership with our LCS elementary instructors to ensure the school’s
economics curriculum is purposefully sequenced, and logically taught. By 9th grade,
Liberty freshmen have amassed sufficient background knowledge to take on our
capstone economics course utilizing books, vocabulary, and principles approaching
college-level coursework.
Economics instruction is a unique aspect of our school that sets our students apart, and
puts them in firm possession of authentic liberty for the rest of their lives. This gives our
students an extraordinary advantage upon graduation.

Public-Info Night. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty
(either campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please
urge them to attend our Public-Information Night this coming Monday October 15,
6:30PM-8:00PM at Liberty Common High School. These are informative presentations for
all parents wanting to know more about why we teach what we teach, and why we do
what we do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any grades K - 11,
attending one of these presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of those waiting for
the next open-enrollment spot.

School Illnesses. As we are entering cold and flu season, please re-read our "When to
Keep Your Child Home From School" guidelines. It is important to follow these and keep
your student home from school when they apply, even when inconvenient, to prevent the
spread of illness to other children.

From Kathleen Kearney, Assistant Principal,
Liberty Common High School
“The Universal Truth”
Since joining the Liberty administrative team in July, I’ve had the
privilege of hosting several parent-education meetings, ranging
from public-information nights to new-student orientations for both
the junior high and the high school.
I relish this opportunity, as do my colleagues, and here’s why - we
love educating our own parent community as well as the greater
community at large about our school. We cherish the opportunity to
brag about all the amazing things we are doing here at Liberty that
truly set our school apart.
There are some very fundamental differences between Liberty Common School and the
“school down the street,” and we’re proud to highlight what distinguishes us from other
schools, fully realizing that what we offer here isn’t for everybody – nor should it be.
Explaining each of these significant differences in a single article in a weekly newsletter
certainly wouldn’t do any of them justice. Instead, I emphatically direct anyone wanting to
learn more about who we are, what we believe, and what we stand for, to start with our
philosophy on our school website, and then to read the books upon which our
school was founded, in addition to reviewing our charter.
I’d like to focus today on the single thing I believe sets Liberty apart more than anything

else, and that’s what we acknowledge as the “Universal Truth.”

It is the right and responsibility of parents to direct the education and upbringing of their
children.
What a profound statement. Read it a few times. Let it really sink in.
As parents, we have the right and responsibility to direct what we believe is best for our
children – the food they eat, the time they go to bed, the people they spend time with
and for how long, and the extracurricular activities they participate in.
The Universal Truth takes this direction a step further. We as parents have the right and
responsibility to direct our children’s education, which means we and we alone are
responsible for choosing the education they receive and the school we think is best for
them. That involves choosing a school whose curriculum you believe will best educate
your child, choosing a school that is most in line with what your family believes morally
and philosophically, and choosing a school that you believe will help shape your child
into a person of character that is in line with what you are teaching at home.
What an immense and awesome right and responsibility.
Having been an administrator at two prior schools, and having been an educator at even
more, this is what I believe is the fundamental difference between Liberty Common
School and the “school down the street” – our belief in and adherence to the Universal
Truth.
At Liberty Common School, we have a robust character-education program that we
wholeheartedly believe in. Our discipline conversations are centered around capstone
virtues, and we do our best to embody those virtues as faculty here. However, we will
always call you – the parent – when we have any discipline conversation with your child.
Why? It is your right and responsibility to direct the education and upbringing of your
children.
When something isn’t going well at school, our teachers reach out to you as parents to
inform you and also to employ your help at home with whatever might be inhibiting your
child’s performance at school.
Why? It is your right and responsibility as parents to direct the education and upbringing
of your children.
We don’t have a guidance counselor at Liberty and are often asked why. The short
answer is because we truly believe that you as parents are the essential “guidance” your
child needs. If your child needs help – physically, mentally, or emotionally – we call you
and direct him or her to you, and you can in turn direct them to any other help that they
may need.
Why? We understand it is the right and responsibility of parents to direct the education

and upbringing of their children.
We are proud that our school is run by parents and governed by a Board of Directors,
who are elected to oversee and establish the educational and operational policies of the
school as defined by our charter. Our BOD is comprised solely of – you guessed it –
parents of children that go to Liberty.
Why? We believe it is the right and responsibility of parents to direct the education and
upbringing of their children.
As educators, we feel honored and privileged that you have chosen Liberty Common
School to help you educate your child and to assist you in your child’s upbringing. As
parents, we have chosen the same for our children, and we take our right and
responsibility very seriously.
We call it the Universal Truth because everything we do here at Liberty comes back to
this incredibly important premise, and that is truly what sets us apart from other schools.
And this is a distinguishing difference we at Liberty Common School couldn’t be prouder
of – as educators, as community members, and, most importantly, as parents.

Elementary School News - Newsworthy Notices
Liberty is hosting a Singapore Math Parent Boot Camp this coming
Monday, October 15th at 6:30 pm at the Elementary School. The
training will be led by Cassy Turner, a Singapore Math consultant and
former BOD member and a parent at Liberty. We hope you can join us
for a fun-filled engaging presentation by Cassy.

Fall Festival Fun

Fall Fest Gratitude. This year’s
elementary-school Fall Festival (held last
Friday) was the best yet. Everyone
enjoyed crafts, games, and connecting
with friends, classmates, and
teachers. Events like these help build a
strong school community, and require a lot
of support and prep work. Big thanks go to
supermoms Hannah Knecht, and Kellie
Kreikemeier for heading up this year’s
spectacular event; and to all the other
volunteers, and everyone who donated

items for the festival. The following
deserve extra heaps of gratitude for their
yeoman’s contributions: Raven Banning:
Photography | M arie Beck: Panino’s food
| Kim Farrand: Wristband sales | Kit
Kirby: Outdoor games | M aricel Knaus:
Crafts | Celia LaVasseur: Strenuous
efforts | Suzanne Rains: Indoor games |
Jill Ronen: Front-office support | Julie
Russel: Front-office support | Yolanda
Sears: Decorations | Sheri VanAlsburg:
Bulletin-board art.
When you next see these heroines around
the school, please extend hearty words of
thanks and gratitude. Next, it’s onward to
the Winter Carnival. We need a similar
army of volunteers to make that gathering
the best-ever, too. Please CLICK HERE
now to volunteer.

Photos by Liberty parent Raven Banning. Visit Raven's website at www.imagesbyravenphotography.com

Public-Info Night. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty
(either campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please
urge them to attend our Public-Information Night this coming Monday October 15,
6:30PM-8:00PM at Liberty Common High School. These are informative presentations for
all parents wanting to know more about why we teach what we teach, and why we do
what we do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any grades K - 11,
attending one of these presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of those waiting for
the next open-enrollment spot.

Help Feed The Faculty. One of the most heartwarming Liberty Common annual
traditions occurs this year on Friday, October 26th at Parent/Teacher Conference
Day. Teachers put in a long day meeting with parents and discussing student
progress. Parents celebrate the faculty and school saying “thank you” by providing a
delicious luncheon for the faculty and staff. Obviously, we need a lot of parent
support. Please help by signing up, (CLICK HERE) to make this year’s luncheon another
heartwarming success.

Honor Our Servicemen and Servicewomen.
Every November, for Veterans Day, we honor men and
women veterans, and those that are currently serving our
country with a display of thanks. To make our bulletin
board a great presentation of respect and appreciation,
we are needing pictures of soldiers, seamen, and
airmen. Please bring any photos of servicemen or
servicewomen to the office. Include their name, where
they served or are currently serving and their relation to
our Liberty Common student(s). Photos will only be accepted until November 2nd., and
will be returned. Photos can also be sent via email to jronen@libertycommon.org.

Turn Your Box Tops Into Big Bucks. Last year,
Liberty families generated $635 worth of product box
tops. That’s great, but it was barely half of what we
earned the year before. Our school can do a lot with
that free money! Please drop off your valid Box Tops
in a zip-lock bag in the LCS front-office desk drawer
marked “Box Tops.” Liberty supermom/volunteer M rs.
Jeanne-M arie Siegfried processed them up each
week, and wants more – lots more. Our next turn-in
deadline for the year’s first check is October 29th. Please CLICK HERE for product lists,
coupons, and fun contests associated with collecting box tops for Liberty. You can even
win a $10,000.00 scholarship. Thanks for clipping. If lots of Liberty families make this
small, simple effort, this project can generate big benefits for our school. Please – it’s so
easy.

Lil’ Dribblers Basketball. Little Dribblers basketball for 1st & 2nd
graders, boys and girls, will take place four Saturdays: Nov 10th, Nov
17th, Dec 8th, and Dec 15th. Games will be played between 8:00AM
and 12:00PM in the LCS gymnasium. Players will play in one game
with two 12-minute halves. Cost: $20.00. To sign up, CLICK HERE
starting Friday, October 19th at 8:00PM when the link will be
activated through Thu, Oct 25th at 8:00PM. M rs. Hanawalt will send
an Efunds email for payment, which is nonrefundable. Participation is
on a first-come-first-served basis for the first 64
participants. Additional students’ names will be placed on a wait-list
pending cancellations.

2018-2019 Important Dates
October
October
October
October
October
October
October

12 | Chessmates, 3:15-4:15 pm.
15 | Running Club for 4th-6th grade, LCS, 3:15-3:45 pm.
15 | Singapore Boot Camp, LCS, 6:30 pm.
18 | Running Club for 4th-6th grade, LCS, 3:15-3:45 pm.
19 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
19 | Chessmates
19| LCS Talent Show, 6:30 pm.

October 19 | 1st Quarter Ends.
October 19 | 3rd Grade Roman Day
October 22 | Public Information Night, 6:30 pm.
October 25 | BOD Meeting, 6:00 pm., LCS, Teacher Break Room
October 26 | No School, Parent/Teacher Conferences
October 29 | Character Education Assembly. Speaker Allison Weston, UC Health Safe
Kids. 4th-6th students attend the assembly-8:10-8:45 am. K-3rd students attend the
assembly- 8:55-9:35 am.
October 29 | Running Club for 4th-6th grade, LCS, 3:15-3:45 pm.
October 31 | 4th Grade Medieval Day
November 2 | Individual picture retakes, 7:45-8:30 am.

Liberty Sports by Dan Knab,
Liberty Common Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together, Win
Together!'
This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
Cross-Country
Sat,10/20, 8am, Away, @ Fehringer Ranch Park (State Championship Meet-JH Girls
Only)
Soccer
Fri, 10/12, 4pm, Home, vs Ft. Lupton (Championship Game)
7th Volleyball
Sat, 10/13, 9am, Away, vs Platte Valley, at Platte Valley (Semi-Finals)
Sat, 10/13, 10am (if lose 9am) or 11am (if win 9am), vs TBD, at Platte Valley (Finals)
JH Boys Basketball (1st Day is M onday)
Mon, 10/15, 3:30pm, 7th and 8th grade Boys Basketball begins practice at elementary
gym.
Register for 7th and 8th grade basketball by clicking HERE. (Registration is now open.)
JH Girls Basketball Begins M onday, 7 January, 2019.
Register for 7th and 8th grade basketball by clicking HERE. (Registration is now open.)
JH Basketball Open Gyms:
No open gym this Saturday
Contact Jr.-High Coaches:
Basketball - Contact Coach Arend (8th); Contact Coach M atthews (7th)
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane
Soccer - Contact Coach Reeves
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Busick or Coach Lanciotti (7th)
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Contact Coach Arend
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane
Soccer - Contact Coach Reeves
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Busick or Coach Lanciotti

This Week In High-School Sports:

Cross Country
Thur, 10/18, 4pm, Away, at Monfort Park, Greeley (Regional Cross Country Meet)
Soccer
Sat, 10/13, 10am, Home, vs Ft. Collins High School (Homecoming at Kinard MS)
Tues, 10/16, 4pm, Home, vs Estes Park High School
Fri, 10/19, 4pm, Home, vs Faith Christian (at Kroh Park #1) (Senior Game)
Volleyball
Fri, 10/12, 4:30pm, Home, vs Denver West (Homecoming)
Tues, 10/16, 4:30pm, Home, vs Frontier Academy
Thur, 10/18, 4:30pm, Away, at Strasburg High School
Fri, 10/19, 4:30pm, Home, vs Valley High School
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Altergott; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick
Cross Country - Coach Schulte
Soccer - Men and Women Coach Salehi
Track & Field - TBD - Currently looking for qualified candidate - Click HERE
Volleyball - Coach Camp

For jr.-high and high-school athletic score updates,
throughout the week, check out Liberty Common
Athletic Booster Club's Facebook page by clicking,
HERE.

Support Liberty Common School
Amazon Smile. Earn money for Liberty while you shop through
Smile.Amazon.com. AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic
way for you to support Liberty every time you shop, at no cost to
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the same
low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience
as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a
portion of the purchase price back to Liberty.
Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core

Knowledge Charter School Foundation.” CKC School Foundation is the technical name
for our non-profit organization. You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases back to Liberty.

Shop Smarter. Support Liberty. Use your King Soopers
re-loadable gift cards. Pick one up in the office. 5% goes
back to Liberty Common. If we all made our cards work
together, we could raise an additional 6 figures for our
kids' classrooms.

What Every Parent Should Know
Liberty’s Thinking Framework
A Classical Framework for Teaching Thinking
Classical education has, since ancient times, included an implicit
and explicit understanding of the development of thinking. In most
treatments of the progression of how to teach thinking, there are
four natural steps. A recognition of these four steps, and their
application to different age groups, is vital to answering questions
of educational policy for both the content and assessment of
schooling at each grade.
In the ancient Egyptian text from the Shabako Stone, these steps are 1) Reception – the
proper use... (CLICK HERE to continue reading).

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
M anners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 48. The Proper Form. Since the phrase,
'May I present?', is quite formal, you may omit it or use
a less formal expression. 'Mrs. Jones? Mr. Longworth' ;
or, 'Mother, this is Floyd Brown'; or, 'Father, I want you
to know Floyd Brown. 'In presenting your teacher to
your teacher to your mother, say, 'Mother, I want you to
know Miss Grout.' You may add, 'Miss Grout is my
history teacher.'
"In giving an introduction, speak both names distinctly, and slowly. It is well to add a word,
opening up some topic of conversation of interest to both.
"Avoid such expressions as: 'Shake hands with'; or, 'Meet Mrs. Jones'; or, “I want to make
you acquainted with.'
"The best reply to an introduction is, 'How do you do?'; or, one may add the name, 'How
do you do, Mrs. Frank?' Avoid saying 'Glad to meet you!'
"In introducing a friend to a small group of people say, 'I want you to meet my friend,
Jane White. Jane, this is Nell Smith, Joe Anderson, and Bess Spark.' You may take your
friend to another small group for introduction. in this way you avoid introducing your
friend to a large group at once.
"If you are being introduced to a group of people, you smile, and speak each name, or

say, 'How do you do?,' in recognition of each introduction.”

News Worth Repeating
Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child is a sibling of a
student currently enrolled in Liberty, and will be attending
Kindergarten in the 2019-2020 School Year, please make
sure they are on the Sibling List. We will begin running
the Kindergarten lottery in January. Please contact Julie
Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970)482-9800, ext. 1114, to add your student to the list.

Grandparents Day Invitations. Beginning this year, Grandparents Day invitations will
only be mailed to grandparents whose addresses were submitted during registration at
the beginning of the school year. All information regarding Grandparents Day will also be
in the Friday Common Sense Newsletters. Invitations for Grandparents Day 2018 were
mailed earlier this week. There is no RSVP required. If you do not receive an invitation
and would like one mailed to you, please CLICK HERE to email Brett Harkey.

Summer 2019 Trip to South Korea. Andrea Heyman, coordinator of the annual visit
of students from our sister-school, GyeSeong school of Seoul, will be leading a trip to
South Korea in July, 2019. Details are still being finalized; CLICK HERE to email
Andrea Heyman for more information.

Short-Term Host Families Needed In February. We’re already making plans for our
next “sister-school” visit from GyeSeong school of Seoul, Korea. In February, we’ll be
joined by 10 students (6 girls and 4 boys), plus one instructor. They’ll be here for just
under three weeks. They’ll be in the school from Feb 1st to Feb 22nd, 2019. The visiting
students will be at school or on fieldtrips weekdays from 8:30 am until late afternoon. To
facilitate this visit, we need Liberty families to serve as short-term host families. Everyone
who has done this in the past has thoroughly enjoyed the students. If you think you might
consider volunteering to open your home and help get visiting student to and from LCHS,
please CLICK HERE to email project coordinator Andrea Heyman, or call her directly
at (970) 218-6038. Financial reimbursements will be available to host families.

Engage In Charter-School Politics. One of the goals of
Liberty’s Board of Directors is to increase the school’s
public-policy effectiveness relative to charter
schools. There really are anti-charter-school forces at

work in local, state, and national politics. Our students
rely upon active, engaged adults to be vigorous
advocates in the public square. Indeed, this is a central
objective of the BOD’s strategic plan. Liberty Common is
active in the Colorado League of Charter Schools, and we
urge all parents to sign up with the League’s Colorado
Charter Advocacy Network – CLICK HERE (it only takes
seconds to sign up). Once registered, you’ll receive
legislative updates, and calls to action when it’s time to vote, write letters to legislators,
show up for meetings, etc., in support of pro-charter-school policies, and initiatives.

M orning Drop-Off, No Earlier Than 7:30 AM . At Liberty Common, we love punctuality.
Punctuality communicates respect and displays responsibility. Arriving to school between
7:30-7:45AM allows students, especially on these beautiful fall mornings, time to be still
or enjoy friends It allows students to peacefully enter the doors to the school building
relaxed, and ready to learn.
We are also committed, above all things, to the safety of the precious children Liberty
Common parents entrust to our care. Liberty Common staff members are committed to
vigilantly attend to the needs of students between 7:30AM and 3:30PM.
Before 7:30am, the safety and supervision of Liberty Common students lies with
parents. At 7:30AM, Liberty Common staff members are posted in the front, middle, and
back drop-off areas and ready to accept the responsibility for the safety and supervision
of students.
Thank you for being mindful of dropping your children off no earlier than 7:30AM. Having
clear agreements between the school and parents is key to the safety of our students
and the overall success of the school.

Love & Logic Returns To Liberty. Mark your calendars for November 14, 6-7:30 pm.
at LCS and join Jason Clarke, PhD, in an Introduction to Parenting the Love and Logic
Way. In this workshop parents and caregivers will learn practical and proven strategies
for raising respectful, responsible and happy kids. Families will learn specific
parenting techniques to use with their children to establish and enforce boundaries in a
loving, positive, and effective way.

Volunteering At LCS. Please volunteer at Liberty Common School for any
extracurricular activities and special events(Spring Gala, Graduation, TeacherAppreciation Week, etc.), or assisting staff members on a regular basis. If you have not
previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE. If you are already a registered

volunteer in the Liberty Common School Volunteer System, please CLICK HERE to login.
Locate the volunteer tab on the left, update your preferences, update preferred
opportunity type, and note a classroom volunteer preference has been added.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention
all Liberty Common dads, granddads,
uncles, etc: Please get on the list to
volunteer (at least one time this year) with
the Liberty WatchD.O.G.S.
team. Volunteer coordinator/Liberty dad
M r. Wes Cardenas has stepped up to
organize all the adult men in the LCS
family to spend some time in the school
during the school day helping out and
assisting with the ebb and flow of 540
youngsters. It’s a great experience, and
makes a big positive difference in the life
of our excellent school. CLICK HERE to
read a short note from Wes about his
experience as a WatchD.O.G. CLICK
HERE to learn more about the
WatchD.O.G. program. CLICK HERE to
sign up and get a date or two (or more) on
the calendar, and to let all LCS students
know they can count on you this year to be
a WatchD.O.G.

Seeking Library Volunteers. M rs. Gowing, LCS
Librarian is seeking volunteers to assist in shelving books
and covering newly purchased hardback and paperback
books. One-hour volunteer time slots are available.
CLICK HERE for shelving books.
CLICK HERE for covering books.

K-4 Volunteers Needed. Join us as a volunteer in
the K-4th Grade Art Room this year for a lot of fun.
Parents and grandparent are welcome. No art
experience is necessary. CLICK HERE to find a time
that works for your schedule.

2018-2019 Calendar
Oct. 26 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 21-23 | Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 24-Jan. 4 | Winter Break
Jan. 21 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 15 | Professional-Development Day
Feb 18 | Presidents' Day
M arch 18-22 | Spring Break
April 19 | Good Friday
M ay 24 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00

Liberty Common Board of Directors:
Patrick Albright: 232-8257
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Joel Goeltl: 970-593-8556
Tricia Diehl: 420-8937
Paulette Hansen: 303-710-1887
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Aislinn Kottwitz: 217-5925
You may contact all Board Members at BOD@libertycommon.org
Next BOD mtg. is October 25, 2018, 6 pm. at LCS Breakroom.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800|Fax 970-482-8007|Attendance Line: 482-9800, option 2
Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Mr. Casey Churchill, cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Asst. Principal, Mrs. Sandy Stoltzfus, sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org

