FERRVM ACVIT FERRVM
Iron Sharpens Iron
LCHS Class of 2019 Motto

Liberty Common Sense
“A weekly account of our revolutionary journey”
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Next week at Liberty Common School is Martin Luther King Jr. week
Next week at LCS is M artin Luther King Jr.
Week. King was a fourth-generation Baptist minister and
pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta,
Georgia. For thirteen years (1955 – 1968), King lead the
modern American civil-rights-movement, achieving more
genuine progress towards equality in America than any
other period in our history. King’s success can largely be
attributed to his commitment to nonviolence and his
masterful command of the English language and the
power of words. His I Have a Dream speech, Noble Peace Prize remarks,
and Letter from a Birmingham Jail are among the most revered orations and
writings in the English language, and represent watershed moments in American history

“Intelligence Plus Character”
By: Bob Schaffer

In the second grade, Liberty Common students learn “that
fighting for the rights of African Americans has been an
important cause for many people throughout the United States.”
Here, our school’s curriculum accentuates profound examples
such as M ary M eLeod Bethune, Ruby Bridges, Jackie
Robinson, Rosa Parks, and Rev. M artin Luther King, Jr.
Along their journey through the eighth grade, exposures to key
historic figures and topical themes deepen, widen, and circle
back multiple times. In this way, Liberty students acquire solid
foundational knowledge – of what all Americans ought to know –
upon which our expert instructors imbed direct attachments to the American Civil Rights
Movement.
As a college student, Rev. King wrote in his campus newspaper The Maroon Tiger, “We
must remember that intelligence is not enough. Intelligence plus character – that is the
goal of true education.” Indeed, Liberty Common’s core academic philosophy tightly
aligns with King’s.
“The complete education gives one not only power of concentration, but worthy
objectives upon which to concentrate,” he added. King’s essay ends prophetically: “If we
are not careful, our colleges will produce a group of close-minded, unscientific, illogical
propagandists, consumed with immoral acts. Be careful, ‘brethren!’ Be careful, teachers.”

All-Liberty School News
School-Choice Week. On Tuesday, the Fort Collins City Council passed an official
Proclamation commemorating National School Choice Week (Jan 20th – 26th
2019). Mayor Wade Troxell, and Council Member Ray M artinez invited Liberty
Common School representatives to help promote the recognition by being present in the
Council Chambers, and to say a few words about school choice, and Liberty
Common. CLICK HERE to see a photo spread from the event at the school’s Facebook
page, including a copy of the Proclamation.

School Captains Michael Yeh, and
Taylor Reinke speak at City Hall
upon the passage of a school-choice
Proclamation, as Council Member
Ray Martinez, and Mayor Wade
Troxell look on. Also pictured
representing Liberty Common are
LCHS Principal Torgun Lovely,
student leader Andrew Grant,
Junior Community Outreach Officer
Paige Moore, and Senior Community
Outreach Officer Cole Goeltl. Photo
by Mr. Churchill.

Ebullient elementary scholars upon
City passage of a school-choice
Proclamation.

Seniors Challenge Kinders. Earlier today, LCHS senior members of the Legion of
Thirteen challenged LCS kindergarteners to be great students, graduate from LCHS,
and join them in the Legion when their time comes in 2031. The special Order celebrates
those students who have attended Liberty Common for all thirteen years from
kindergarten through 12th grade. “Thirteeners” are inducted into the Order annually on
January 10th. There are 15 of them in this year’s graduating Class of 2019. To
punctuate the challenge, kindergarteners received white “challenge keys” which they will
return twelve years from now at their induction ceremony in exchange for the LEGIO XIII
red key which is worn at graduation.

Ms. Pullen's classroom students receiving
their challenge keys as seniors Elsie
Miller, Bella Miller, Emily Poore, Raegan
Smith and Nathaniel Ikeler show their
support.

Cole Goeltl, Ben Botton, Melina Shafer,
and Brianna Moore present a key to
Noelle Duncan.

Halgren With The
ThreePeat. Congratulations
to LCHS 8th -grader Henry
Halgren, who won the
school’s Geography Bee last
Tuesday. He faced stiff
competition from 7thgrader Patrick Wrona, who
took 2nd. With the
competition undecided after
the scheduled final round,
Henry and Patrick entered
sudden-death overtime. After
4 rounds Halgren prevailed.
Henry won the school bee for
the previous , too. two years.
He will compete in the State
Geography Bee on March 29th. Good Luck Henry.
Congratulations to all of the competitors:
4th Grade Ryder Jones and Adelle M artin
5th Grade Eden Soasey and Nina Goodrich
6th Grade Nick Rodon and Nolan Tidwell
7th Grade Rhys Cushman and Patrick Wrona
8th Grade Henry Halgren and Luke Bassett

Public-Info Nights. Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty
(either campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please
urge them to attend our upcoming Public-Information Nights. Join us on Monday Jan 28th
from 6:30-8:30PM at Liberty Common Elementary School, in the Performance Hall. This
is an informative presentation for all parents wanting to know more about why we teach
what we teach, and why we do what we do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty
lottery list for any grades K - 11, attending one of these presentations puts you into the
"upper tier" of those waiting for the next open-enrollment spot.

Parents Only Parlor Night.
Friday, February 1, 2019, the
LCHS Ambassador’s Club and Key
Club will be hosting Parlor Night.
This captivating event full of
amazing performances will be held
from 7:00 to 9:00PM in the Liberty

Common High School Great Hall.
Along with a short musicappreciation commentary from
Maestro M r. Dave Lunn,
complimentary desserts and
beverages will be served. Free
childcare will also be provided so
the adults can enjoy a relaxing
night out. Donations/tips are
welcomed but not required. For
questions contact Nehal Patel or
Anna Langford.

Festival Of Ideas. On Saturday February 23rd, we are hosting our fourth-annual
Festival of Ideas. It is a colloquium at which content experts and students contribute to a
diverse and vibrant conversation of intellectual curiosity and expertise.
Speakers will be presenting on a broad array of topics from the fields archaeology,
philosophy, entomology, astrophysics, art history, and more. We will have
demonstrations including comedic theater, salsa music, live reptiles, and a real human
brain specimen. Come join us for a day of exploration and discovery.

CLICK HERE for Festival of Ideas registration and event information.

Mark Your Calendars
January 18 | Legion of XXIII Presentation of Challenge Keys
January 18 | 6th-grade intent to return forms due to the front office.
January 21 | No School- Observance of Martin Luther King Day
January 25 | Liberty T-shirt Day
January 25 | Chessmates
January 25 | 5th-grade and 6th-grade Science Fair
January 28 | Public-Information Night, 6:30 PM, LCS Gymnasium
January 29 | JUNTO (see information above), 6:30 - 8:00 PM, LCHS.
January 31 | BOD Meeting, 6:00 PM, LCS Breakroom
February 1 | Chessmates
February 1| Parlor Night at LCHS, 7:00PM-9:00PM
February 5 | 1st-grade Music Concert, 5:30 PM
February 5 | 2nd-grade Music Concert , 5:30 PM
February 8 | Winter Carnival, 5:30 PM (see information below)
February 8 | Free Dress Day
February 8 | Chessmates
February 11-14 | Volunteer Appreciation Week
February 15 | Staff Professional-Development Day
February 20 | No School - Observance of Presidents' Day
February 22 | Liberty T-shirt Day
February 25 | Character Ed. Assembly. Speaker, Mr. Jeff Siener, 4th-grade teacher.
February 28 | BOD Meeting, 6:00 PM, LCS Breakroom

From Robert Robinson LCHS Assistant Principal
Education Creates Opportunity
By Dr. Robert Robinson
One of the most appealing outcomes to me of a rigorous, classical
education, like that offered at Liberty Common School, is the way in
which it opens a world of possibilities for students. Our mission
statement declares that “the educational 'playing field' between
students of differing backgrounds should be level to provide all
students a foundation, to the greatest degree practicable, upon which they can build
further knowledge, and to develop the skills necessary to communicate and succeed.” An
excellent education, in other words, strongly contributes to social equality by equipping
students with the intellectual tools they need to excel wherever they go.
E.D. Hirsch, the architect of the Core
Knowledge Curriculum and the thinker whose
ideas underlie so much of our school
philosophy, believed strongly that the right kind
of education had the ability to tear down
barriers created by socio-economic
background or any other demographic factor
that correlated with lower performance, lower
pay, and fewer opportunities. He argued that
one reason certain groups of disadvantaged
children had trouble competing is they lacked a
common base of shared knowledge which would allow them to fully participate in their
classes, perform to the the maximum extent of their talent on standardized tests, and
finally to be competitive for jobs. The Core Knowledge Curriculum was designed to
address this very problem by providing that common base of knowledge. Beginning in
Kindergarten, classes at Liberty present rigorous content in science, English, Latin,

mathematics, history, music, and art. Each grade builds on the last in a manner such that
when students complete 8th grade, their education has been systematic and
comprehensive. The curriculum is also thoughtfully designed so that the subjects taught
at each grade level relate to, and reinforce, each other across subject matters, such as
learning about the art of the Renaissance at the same time students learn about its
literature.
We have worked hard to continue that approach at the high
school, designing a curriculum with an ambitious set of required
core classes which relate to each other at each grade level, and
build toward a well-rounded, and comprehensive high school
education. For example, 11th graders taking American Literature
are simultaneously taking American History, and their
understanding of literary periods is deepened immeasurably by
their understanding of the historical context in which great
American authors crafted their works. In the other direction, the
sensibilities, concerns, values, and details from those works of
literature deepen and enrich students’ understanding of that era’s
history. Reading The Grapes of Wrath while simultaneously
learning about the Great Depression is a common-sense idea that
yields real learning benefits, and is just the kind of connection that is at the heart of the
Core Knowledge curriculum in younger grades.
The impact of such an education on a student’s life after high school can be nothing
short of astounding. We admit students to Liberty through a random lottery draw, and
they arrive with widely varying backgrounds and levels of preparation. We then graduate
students who share a common base of knowledge and a mature literacy that will help
them thrive in college and beyond. That leveling of the playing field, providing every
student with the best possible chance in life, is an essential part of our mission.

Elementary School News
Attention 6th-Grade Parents,
The faculty and staff at LCHS are eagerly awaiting the Liberty Common Class of 2025
joining us here at the LCHS campus next year. We consider it a sincere honor to assist
you in delivering an excellent education to your children.
The teachers and administrators at the elementary school and the high school work
closely to ensure the transition from 6th to 7th grade is smooth for students and
parents. We collaborate to provide many opportunities for parents and students to learn
about the continuation of the Core Knowledge curriculum, to visit the high school, and to
prepare for this exciting transition. There will be more information to come, but we wanted
to let you know we're already thinking about your family and want to make sure you are
aware of a few upcoming events.

Liberty Com m on High School
Class of 2025 Im portant Dates
General Events (no pre-registration necessary):
Ev er y Thur sday – Public tours, 10:00AM.
Take a tour of the high-school campus w ith Headmaster Bob Schaffer or
Principal Tor gun Lov ely.

6th Grade Specific:

Januar y 18 t h – 6th-grade intent-to-return forms due.
Forms w ere mailed home January 12th and may be returned to the front
office of either campus.
M ar ch 15 t h – 6th-Grade Day at LCHS.
The 6t h graders w ill spend a day in the life of an LCHS 7t h grader; it’s a blast.
Students w ill begin the school day at the elementary school and w ill be
bussed to the high school for the day. They w ill follow a 7t h-grade schedule,
eat lunch in the cafeteria, and enjoy getting to know the 7t h- grade teachers.
The day w ill w rap up w ith a registration meeting w here 6th graders w ill
receiv e their course registration sheets for the 2019-2020 school year. Parents
are encouraged to attend this portion of the day, beginning at 2pm. 6thGrade Day w ill w rap up at 3:15PM. At this time, students w ill hav e the option
of being picked up at LCHS, or riding the 3:15PM shuttle bus back to the
elementary school.
M ar ch 25 th –

7 t h-grade

registration forms are due to the 6t h-grade teachers.

Apr il 26 th – The Order induction ceremony and ev ening celebration ev ent
w ill be held at LCHS.
Late M ay – Communication on summer ev ents and school supply lists v ia
email.
Late July – The LCHS summer mailing w ill be sent home v ia Constant
Contact.
Au gu st 20 th – 7th -Grade Orientation.
Au gu st 22 n d – Order Pool Party for all 7th - and 8th -grade students.
Au gu st 23 rd – Torch Trek
Incoming 7th -grade students are escorted from the LCS campus to LCHS by the
high-school student body to celebrate the start of the school year and the
transition from elementary to high school. Further information will be mailed home
with the LCHS Summer Mailing in late-July.
Au gu st 26 th – First day of school.

M ake Checking Lost-and-Found a New Year's Resolution. The lost-and-found is
again overflowing. Check out the photos below to see if any of the clothing, lunch boxes,
backpacks, or sports equipment belongs to your student. Items that have been in the
lost- and-found for two or more weeks will be taken to Goodwill on Friday, January 25th.
Thank you.

Volunteers needed. Sign up for fun by Clicking Here.
Donations of supplies needed. Click Here to contribute
Liberty Sports by Dan Knab,
Liberty Common Athletic Director
'Stay Together, Play Together, Win
Together!'
This Week In Jr.-High Sports:
7th-Grade Basketball
Wed, 1/23, 4pm, Away, at Eaton
8th-Grade Basketball
Wed, 1/23, 4pm, Home, vs Eaton

This Week In High-School Sports:
M en's Basketball
Tue, 1/22, 4pm; 5:30pm; 7pm, Home, vs Platte Valley
Fri, 1/26, 4pm; 5:30pm; 7pm, Away, at University
Sat, 1/27, 3pm; 4pm; 6:30pm, Away, at Akron
Women's Basketball
Tue, 1/22, 4pm; 5:30pm; 7pm, Away, at Platte Valley
Fri, 1/26, 4pm; 5:30pm; 7pm, Home, vs University
Sat, 1/27, 5pm, Away, at Akron (Varsity Only)
Attention K - 8th - new - Bissell Baseball Camp
Click HERE for flyer information, K - 8th
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Altergott; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick
Cross Country - Coach Schulte
Soccer - Men and Women Coach Salehi
Track & Field - TBD - Currently looking for qualified candidate - Click HERE
Volleyball - Coach Camp

For jr.-high and high-school athletic-score updates throughout the week, check out
Liberty Common Athletic Booster Club's Facebook page by clicking HERE.

Support Liberty Common School
Amazon Smile. Earn money for Liberty while you shop
through Smile.Amazon.com. AmazonSmile is a simple and
automatic way for you to support Liberty every time you
shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at
smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the same low prices, vast
selection and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will
donate a portion of the purchase price back to Liberty.
Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core
Knowledge Charter School Foundation.” CKC School
Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit
organization. You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’ The AmazonSmile Foundation
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases back to
Liberty.

Support Liberty. Stop by the office today to pick up your
King Soopers re-loadable gift card. 5% of all purchases
goes back to Liberty Common School. Think of the
possibilities.

What Every Parent Should Know

Latin: Don’t Leave Home Without It
By: Tristan Van M aren, LCHS English Teacher
Why we have Latin at Liberty:
1.
VOCABULARY: 8th grade Latin supports the 8th Grade
English Word Within the Word program (our Vocabulary
curriculum). The cross-curricular connections between
English and Latin help provide a coherent and unified
curriculum for Liberty’s 8th graders.
2.
GRAMMAR: A solid understanding of Latin Grammar
does wonders when it comes to understanding English Grammar. Once a student has
established the crucial (and regularly neglected) habit... (CLICK HERE to continue
reading).

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
M anners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 59. The Departure. You need stay only
half an hour for a visit. On leaving, rise, leave your
visiting-cards on the table, if you have them, say
“goodbye,” and go without lingering.
"If two girls are calling together, of course it is very
rude to begin to laugh or whisper as soon as they get
out of the door.
"When some one calls on you, go to greet them promptly. Never keep your guests
waiting while you change your dress. When the guest leaves, go to the door with her,
and assure her you are glad she called."

News Worth Repeating
SHARP POINT AND NANCY GRAY
CONNECTION PROJECT OPEN HOUSE
Join City of Fort Collins staff for an Open
House, Thursday, Jan. 24th from 5-7 p.m.
Liberty Common, 1725 Sharp Point Drive to
learn more about the Sharp Point Drive and
Nancy Gray Avenue connection project. Staff
will be on hand to update residents on the
project’s progress and answer questions. Drop
by any time.
The project calls for a vehicle, bicycle and
pedestrian connection between Sharp Point
Drive and Nancy Gray Avenue across the
Great Western Railroad tracks. Construction on the project is slated to start this year.
CLICK HERE for more information.

Volunteering At LCS. Please volunteer at Liberty Common School for any
extracurricular activities and special events(Graduation, Teacher-Appreciation Week,
etc.), or assisting staff members on a regular basis. If you have not previously registered
as a volunteer, CLICK HERE. If you are already a registered volunteer in the Liberty
Common School Volunteer System, please CLICK HERE to login. Locate the volunteer
tab on the left, update your preferences, update preferred opportunity type, and note a
classroom volunteer preference has been added.

Liberty D.O.G.S., Needs Dads. Attention all Liberty Common dads,
granddads, uncles, etc: Please get on the list to volunteer (at least
one time this year) with the Liberty WatchD.O.G.S. team. Volunteer
coordinator/Liberty dad M r. Wes Cardenas has stepped up to
organize all the adult men in the LCS family to spend some time in
the school during the school day helping out and assisting with the
ebb and flow of 540 youngsters. It’s a great experience, and makes a
big positive difference in the life of our excellent school. CLICK
HERE to read a short note from Wes about his experience as a WatchD.O.G. CLICK
HERE to learn more about the WatchD.O.G. program. CLICK HERE to sign up and get a

date or two (or more) on the calendar, and to let all LCS students know they can count
on you this year to be a WatchD.O.G.

Alumni Update From Anna Garcia Provaznik
(LCHS ’14/Johns Hopkins ’18) Associate Scientist,
ImmunoBiology Group at KSQ Therapeutics in
Cambridge, MA.

Although it has been five years since I graduated from Liberty, I’m increasingly thankful
for the incredible foundation in STEM that I walked away with. A little time and distance
has allowed me to more fully appreciate that my scientific curiosity was sparked in
Liberty’s classrooms and labs. I was able to build a hydrogen-fuel-cell-powered car
and write about how the same technology could someday power pacemakers and
insulin pumps, learn stoichiometry and balance infuriating redox reactions, and I even
got to touch a human brain. All of these experiences helped to establish the path that
my life has taken so far.
I graduated in May 2018 from Johns Hopkins University with a bachelor’s degree in
Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering (ChemBE). I know that’s a mouthful, but what
I really graduated with was an understanding of traditional chemical engineering and
insight into the emerging field of of bio-engineering. On top of my coursework, I made it
a priority to get involved in the amazing research that is conducted at the Johns
Hopkins Hospital. I was incredibly lucky to have had the opportunity to work in a
pediatric-oncology lab with amazing mentors and colleagues who ignited my passion
for immuno-oncology and gave me the skillset I needed to get into the biotechnology
industry. I am currently working in Cambridge, Massachusetts as an Associate
Scientist in the ImmunoBiology Group at a biotech startup, KSQ Therapeutics. Every
day I have the privilege of working with an incredibly smart, driven, and creative group
of people committed to improving patients’ lives through novel cancer therapies.
My advice to current students is to never take their opportunities for granted. You may
not realize it now, but those annoying projects (that you are secretly more interested in
than you let on) could be the launchpad to finding your passion, so don’t let your

potential go untapped.
Best,
Anna Garcia Provaznik (‘14)

2018-2019 Calendar
Jan. 21 | Martin Luther King Day| No school
Feb. 15 | Professional-Development Day | No school
Feb 18 | Presidents' Day | No school
M arch 18-22 | Spring Break
April 19 | Good Friday
M ay 24 | Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00

Liberty Common Board of Directors:
Patrick Albright: 232-8257
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Joel Goeltl: 970-593-8556
Tricia Diehl: 420-8937
Paulette Hansen: 303-710-1887
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Aislinn Kottwitz: 217-5925
You may contact all Board Members at BOD@libertycommon.org
Next BOD mtg. is January 31, 2019, 6 pm. at LCS Breakroom.

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800|Fax 970-482-8007|Attendance Line: 482-9800, option 2
Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Mr. Casey Churchill, cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Asst. Principal, Mrs. Sandy Stoltzfus, sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org

