FERRVM ACVIT FERRVM
Iron Sharpens Iron
LCHS Class of 2019 Motto

Liberty Common Sense
“A weekly account of our revolutionary journey”

Volume 22, Issue 1- August 24, 2018
This week at Liberty Common School is Simón Bolívar Week.
Simón Bolívar was a South American soldier who
was instrumental in the continent's revolutions
against the Spanish empire. Born into
wealth, Bolívar was sent to Spain for his
education, soon deciding to immerse himself in
the political sphere in Europe. After France
invaded Spain in 1808, he became involved in
the resistance movement and played a key role
in the Spanish American fight for independence.
In 1825, the "Republic of Bolivia" was created in
honor of the inspirational leader, hailed by many
as El Libertador (The Liberator). He died on
December 17, 1830 in Colombia.

All Liberty- News
Launching Liberty Common Sense
By: Headmaster Bob Schaffer
We’re ready to embark on the next thrilling stage of the Liberty
Common School journey – an exciting new school year. The busy

summer entailed hiring new teachers, shuffling administrative
offices, and preparing classrooms for the school’s best year yet.
One obvious improvement is the school’s new weekly newsletter
and format. The former “Monday Notes” has given way to Friday
editions of “Liberty Common Sense.” A Friday newsletter gives
parents three more days to preview events of upcoming school
weeks, eases publication crunch times on the front-office staff, and
ties both our campuses together a bit more elegantly. The clever
new newsletter title casts an historic nod to famous colonial
pamphleteer Thomas Paine.
Paine’s “Common Sense” pamphlets conveyed revolutionary ideas that roused common
people to uncommon acts of valor, ultimately achieving American-style liberty. In similar
ways, weekly editions of “Liberty Common Sense” will be packed with practical updates
on school activities, edifying school news, and educational insights reinforcing the
school’s longstanding motto: Common knowledge, common virtues, common sense.

Shuttle Transportation. The bus that transports students from the elementary to the
high-school, will be running the first day of school, August 27th.

Amazon Smile. Earn money for Liberty while you
shop through Smile.Amazon.com. AmazonSmile is
a simple and automatic way for you to support
Liberty every time you shop, at no cost to you.
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find
the same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase
price back to Liberty.
Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core Knowledge Charter School
Foundation.” CKC School Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit
organization. You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases back to Liberty.

Volunteering At LCS. If you are interested in volunteering at Liberty Common School
for any extracurricular activities or special events, (Spring Gala, Graduation, Teacher
Appreciation Week, etc.) or assisting a staff member on a regular basis and have not
previously registered as a volunteer, CLICK HERE to register. If you are already a
registered volunteer in the Liberty Common School Volunteer System, please CLICK
HERE to login to the system and update your volunteer record.

Shop Smarter. Support Liberty. Use your King Soopers
re-loadable gift cards. Pick one up in the office. 5% goes
back to Liberty Common. If we all made our cards work
together, think of the possibilities.

Elementary School News - Newsworthy Notices
Who's New at Liberty Common School?

Valerie Siebert is one of two new TAs in 2nd grade. Valerie
has her bachelors degree in Elementary Education, and feels
blessed to have been able to stay at home and raise her two
children, Caspian (19) and Carissa (17) for the past 20 years.
Caspian is a sophomore at CSU, and Carissa is joining the
Liberty community as a Junior this year. Her husband, Loren,
celebrated their 21st anniversary in May. Her family loves to
ski, hike, swim, ride bikes, watch movies and spend time at their
property in the mountains. Valerie is looking forward to working
among the amazing staff at Liberty Common, and getting to
know the students and their families.

Cindy Roerty, is so excited to be the 6th- grade TA at Liberty
Common School.She has lived in Colorado for 14 years and enjoys
skiing, hiking, and kayaking. Cindy graduated from the University of
Virginia with a bachelors in chemical engineering. She enjoyed her
profession for over 10 years in Pennsylvania before stepping away
to raise her three children. Over the years, it has given her great
satisfaction to volunteer in her childrens’ schools as well as to teach
classes and run retreats in her church.

Nancy Hoyer is our new part- time music instructor. She
graduated with a BM in music education from The Hartt
School, University of Hartford. Classical home schooled 5
kids for 16 years. She is married to Gustav, mom to
Nicholas, Gretchen, Lillian, Gabriel, and Kurt and
loves to make music and quilts.

Heather M cM urray, is one of our new 2nd-grade TA. She
graduated from Loveland High School and worked with
abused and neglected children at The Namaqua Center for
two years. She went on to attend Front Range Community
College to obtain her Pharmacy Technician certification in
2014. She has been an administrative assistant and also
worked at Poudre Valley Hospital. Heather is married and has
three sons - 10 years, 8 years and almost 10 months. Her
older sons have attended Liberty since kindergarten and her
husband is the Rifle Department Manager at Scheels. She
and her family love to fish, camp, hike, travel, watch movies and pull pranks on one
other.
M egan Thayer, M rs. Kleen's Kindgarten TA, grew up in
Littleton, Colorado, met her husband in Fort Collins and
has a 4-year-old son and a dog named Honey. Megan,
graduated with her bachelor's of science degree in
marketing from Metropolitan State University of Denver
and went to Front Range Community College for an
associates degree in elementary education. She has
previously worked in both large and small business but
much prefers the business of educating and supporting
great kids. She and her family love the Colorado Rockies, the national parks and Harley
Davidson.
Sam Sheets, is the newest addition to the Academic Support Team.
She graduated from CSU with a Bachelor's in human development and
family studies in May 2015 and enjoys reading, cooking and paddle

boarding.

Tami O'M alley, is our certified Speech-Language
Pathologist who will continue her work at both the
elementary and high school. She earned both her
B.A. and M.A. from the University of Northern
Colorado. She began career at Mapleton Public
Schools and then quit to stay at home with her three
children who attend Liberty (Liam - 10th grade,
Sean - 7th grade, and Keelin - 4th grade). During
her time at home, she was an independent
contractor with Colorado Virtual Academy and
provided speech-language assessments and
interventions for the northern Colorado population. Tami loves to spend time with her
family outdoors, especially at the lake, traveling, and playing games.
Betsy Ortega, is our new 1st grade teacher, replacing Beth
Olson who taught at Liberty for 20 years and is now enjoying
retirement. Betsy, obtained her B.A. from McKendree University
and her M.A from Colorado State University. She and her
husband M ike have been married for 26 years and have three
young adult children. When the family is able to gather, they
enjoy camping and sharing holidays.

Liberty Common Continuing Elementary Orchestra This Year
Rehearsals for elementary orchestra will be once a week, on Wednesday mornings from
7:15-7:45 am. Students will need to have their instruments out and ready to play by 7:15
am. Our first rehearsal will be Wednesday, October 3rd. The fee to join is $20/student for
the entire year.
Requirements for LCS Orchestra:
-Student must play a string instrument
-Student must have been playing for at least a year
-Student must have a private teacher
-Student must know how to read music
Please contact M rs. Clemens (aclemens@libertycommon.org) if interested in joining

2018-2019 Important Dates
August 27| First Day of School
August 28| Back-to-School Night (Parents Only), 6:30 p.m.
August 30| BOD Meeting, 6:00 p.m.
Sept. 3| Labor Day, NO SCHOOL
Sept. 10-12| Eco-Week-6th Graders at Pingree Park
September 21| Individual Student Photos
September 24| Public Info Night, 6:30 p.m.

September 27| BOD Meeting, 6:00

Welcome Back By LCS
and LCHS Principals
Casey Churchill and
Torgun Lovely

Dear Parents and Guardians,
Welcome back to Liberty Common School! I hope everyone has a relaxing summer
recharging for the new year. We are so excited to have kids back in their seats ready to
learn. This is going to be a great year! The teachers have been working hard to prepare
for the coming year this last week and I am happy to say, “We are READY!”.
During the week of August 13th the Administrative team conducted new staff
training. This week was packed full of Liberty Philosophy and conversations about the
benefits of Core Knowledge. We feel confident that our new staff will hit the ground
running this week. Liberty does an amazing job hiring the best teachers and I look
forward to coaching our staff here at Liberty over the coming years to help them be the
best they can be. Please check out the new staff bios in this week’s Friday Notes to learn
more about our new teachers and teacher assistants.
During the week of August 20th, returning staff joined us for more professional
development. This week was focused on school wide goal setting and calibrating the
curriculum we teach. There have been a lot of changes over the years from expanding
the high school, to different statewide tests, to changes on the state standards, and
change over in staffing. Now is the time to take a deeper look at all the skills and content
taught and make sure we are teaching everything with fidelity. Each year the staff play a
big part in these year long goals and assisting in any instructional improvements that
need to be made. Their expertise and unwavering commitment to make Liberty the best
school is crystal clear.
We have invited Cami Eiskamp, a trainer from Quantum Learning, to our school for a
third year of training on Quantum. We spent Tuesday and Wednesday participating in
this training. Quantum training is professional development designed to coach teachers
on making lessons engaging and how to improve in classroom management. This year
was level 3 of a 3 level professional development. We are excited to have finally made it
through a complete round of training. Ask any teacher about the day and they can fill
you in on the engaging 2 day workshop to sharpen their teaching skills.
Finally, we thank you! As parents we appreciate your overwhelming support. Thanks to
all that attended the Back to School Social last night. It was great seeing everyone in the
gym. The noise level and energy in the gym was a great indicator that there are a lot of
excited kids and parents. Please remember that our Back to School night takes place
next Tuesday evening at 6:30PM in the gymnasium. We all look forward to spending time
meeting with you and going over curriculum maps and general school wide and
classroom procedures. We hope you can all make it.
Thank you for your support over the summer encouraging your children to complete
summer packets. As an agency education, we believe it is the right and responsibility of
parents to direct the education and upbringing of their children. Your guidance and
support in encouraging and helping your children with the completion of these summer
academics is a great example of our philosophy in action. We are here to assist you in
your children’s education. Please know that our doors are always open throughout the
year.
It is great to see everyone back. We are all looking forward to another great school year!
Casey Churchill, LCS Principal

Dear LCHS Community,
Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year.
We officially begin classes this Monday, but on
many levels it feels as though we are already
underway. The hallways are nearly alive with
the sounds of school approaching. The faculty,
staff, and student leaders have been feverishly
preparing over the summer to make this school year the best year in the history of LCHS.
Many have been in and out of the building working on training programs, curriculum,
summer courses, room arrangements, orientations, and other projects to get ready to hit
the ground running with the rest of the student body on Monday, August 27, 2018.
Tonight's Torch Trek (beginning at 5:45PM for students at LCS, and 7:00PM for parents
at LCHS) will be one result of such planning. School Captains M ichael Yeh and Taylor
Reinke have a magnificent celebration planned to start the year with food, games,
gladiators, a ceremony, and a special announcement and celebration for the senior
class. This will be a Torch Trek for the ages. (Did you see the part about gladiators?)
In addition to planning the Torch Trek, the School Captains led the senior class to select
the annual School Motto: FERRVS ACVIT FERRVS (Iron Sharpens Iron). The inspiration
for the selection of this motto hearkens back to the fall of 2015, when Yeh was a
freshman on the soccer team with senior leaders Rob Knab and Josh Van Vleet (both
LCHS Class of 2016). The seniors helped instill a sense of fierce camaraderie among the
young men that year by showing them what can be forged when they strive to use their
strengths and talents to sharpen and hone one another to achieve a shared goal. That
message stuck with Yeh and many of his classmates, and it continues to help fuel the
successes of all our scholars.
Many great feats will be accomplished this year, but the greatest and most profound of
all of them will be the progress made in each scholar's educational journey. Our faculty
and staff is fully aligned with the academic vision, mission, and philosophy of the school,
thereby creating an atmosphere where true learning can occur.
Thank you for choosing to educate your kids at Liberty Common School and for
supporting this thriving and dynamic revolution in public education. The entire staff and I
are blessed and honored by your trust, your confidence, your partnership, and most of
all, by your children.
See you tonight,
Torgun Lovely, LCHS Principal

What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know
Each week in this space will be a portion of an article from the
What Every Liberty Parent Needs to Know book produced by
the Parent Education Subcommittee of the Board of Directors.
A link to the full article will be included at the end of the
section to read the article in its entirety.
Who Owns Our School?
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster
A rather active parent of longstanding membership in the
Liberty community asked me once, “So, who actually owns
Liberty?” Yes, I suppose the answer is confusing, but it’s quite
important nonetheless.
Parents own Liberty. But how we own it is an intricate construct: (CLICK HERE to
continue reading).

Liberty Sports by Dan Knab,
Liberty Common Athletic Director

This Week in Jr.-High School Sports:
Cross-Country
Thurs, 8/30, 4pm, Away, at Valley High School
Soccer
Wed, 8/29, 4pm, Home, vs Estes Park
7th Volleyball (4-Pack)
Fri, 8/31, 4pm, Home, vs Eaton (Blue Court)
8th Volleyball (4-Pack)
Fri, 8/31, 4pm, Home, vs Eaton (Wood Court)
Contact Jr.-High Coaches Directly:
Basketball - Contact Coach Arend
Cross Country - Contact Coach Kissane
Soccer - Contact Coach Reeves
Track - Contact Coach Reeves or Coach Wilcox
Volleyball - Contact Coach Krueger (8th); Coach Busick or Coach Lanciotti

This Week In High-School Sports:
Cross Country
Fri, 8/24, 11am, Away, at Norris Penrose Event Center
Soccer
Nothing this week
Volleyball
Thurs, 8/30, 4:30, Home, vs Lyons High School
Contact High-School Coaches Directly:
Baseball - Coach Bissell
Basketball - Men's Basketball Coach Altergott; Women's Basketball Coach Ukasick
Cross Country - Coach Schulte
Soccer - Men and Women Coach Salehi
Track & Field - TBD - Currently looking for qualified candidate - Click HERE
Volleyball - Coach Camp
For jr.-high and high-school athletic score updates,
throughout the week, check out Liberty Common
Athletic Booster Club's Facebook page by clicking,
HERE.

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth
From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
M anners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:
“Rule No. 41. Hospitality. “Let’s go to Ruth’s house. Her
mother always seems so glad to see us, and we always
have such fun there.” It is the feeling of welcome, which
prevails in some families, that makes their homes the
chosen homes for guests.

Learn to be hospitable. Later in life, you will find it a great asset to be a gracious hostess
or a cordial host.”

2018-2019 Calendar
Aug. 27| First Day of School
Sept. 3 | Labor Day
Oct. 26 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 21-23|Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 24-Jan. 4 | Winter Break
Jan. 21 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 15 | Professional Development Day
Feb 18 | Presidents' Day
M arch 18-22 | Spring Break
April 19 | Good Friday
M ay 24| Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00
Liberty Common Board of Directors:
Patrick Albright: 232-8257
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Joel Goeltl: 970-593-8556
Tricia Diehl: 420-8937
Paulette Hansen: 303-710-1887
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Aislinn Kottwitz: 217-5925
You may contact all Board Members at BOD@libertycommon.org

Liberty Common Elementary School
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-482-9800|Fax 970-482-8007|Attendance Line: 482-9800, option 2
Email info@libertycommon.org
Principal, Mr. Casey Churchill, cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Asst. Principal, Mrs. Sandy Stoltzfus, sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org

