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Mark Your Calendar For These Important Dates
January 8th - 6:30pm - LCHS Public Information Night, LCHS Great Hall (no preregistration necessary) Do you know anybody interested in sending their kids to Liberty
(either campus); or just learning more about the school's history and philosophy? Please
urge them to attend our Public-Information Night tonight, an informative presentation for all
parents wanting to know more about why we teach what we teach, and why we do what we
do. For hopeful families waiting on the Liberty lottery list for any grades K - 11, attending one
of these presentations puts you into the "upper tier" of those waiting for the next openenrollment spot. 6th grade parents are encouraged to take this opportunity to refresh
themselves on the school history and academic philosophy.
January 12th - 6th Grade Intent to Return Letter and Form mailed home(see below for
details)
January 15|Martin Luther King Day, NO SCHOOL
January 16|Geography Bee, after school in the library
January 17| Deadline to register for Session 2 Love and Logic classes- Class meets 1/31,
2/28, and 3/28.
January 18|Spelling Bee, after school in the library
January 18|BOD Meeting, 6:00 p.m.
January 19th|6th Grade Intent to Return Forms Due (forms will have been mailed home on
January 12th and should be returned to the front office of either LCS or LCHS)
January 22|Public Information Night, 6:30 p.m.
January 24|PSD written spelling bee
January 25|Liberty Lecture (see announcement below)
January 26|5th/6th Science Fair
January 26|Chessmates

Announcements and Happenings
Next Liber ty Lectu r e. Please plan on attending the
next Liberty Lecture scheduled for Th u r s day,
Jan u ar y 2 5 th entitled “Changes for Life.” The
presentation runs from 6:3 0 – 8 :3 0 PM and will be
led by Liberty’s Science-Department Chair Mr s .
Dawn Kar r . It will take place in the LCHS Great
Hall. Mrs. Karr will discuss human-health lessons
inspired by medical events her husband/family faced
last year, and the science behind some of the
lifestyle-health changes they’ve made. This and all Liberty Lectures are
open to the public and intended to promote useful learning as a family
activity. Please feel free to invite others, and bring friends.

Ch ar ter -S ch ool Job O pen in g s . Key charter-school position openings
have been recently posted by the Colorado League of Charter Schools
(Liberty is an active member of this important organization). The state’s
charter-school movement needs energetic, creative, innovative, proschool-choice warriors to sustain our revolution in public education.
Positions currently open: Vice-President of Communications; Associate
Director of Organizing; School-Support Specialist; Director of Talent
Development. CLICK HERE for details. Please pass this information
along to anyone who might be a perfect applicant.

Holiday Spirit Present Throughout Liberty Common
Thank you to all the students and parents who bestowed
gifts upon all of us in the front office for the holiday season.
From yummy treats to amazing gifts, we were spoiled, we
deeply appreciate your thoughtfulness and generosity. May
your 2018 be filled with peace, laughter, and love.

Many staff members wore their finest festive
wear and participated in Ugly Christmas
Sweater Day.
Mrs. Gowing, Liberty Librarian, creatively made

a Christmas tree out of books to give the library
some holiday cheer.

Lucy Cole, displays her gingerbread house
that she made in Mrs. Trout's kindergarten
classroom

Michael Sears, is proud of his gingerbread house
making skills. Michael is also a student in Mrs.
Trout's class.

Mrs. Tamez's 1st Grade students and their families collected toys for Fort Collins Police Department
program, Santa Cops.

Mr. Ronen's 4th grade class poses behind supplies collected for Kids at Heart Fundango Program. Kids at
Heart is a non-profit agency that serves adoptive, foster and kinship families in Larimer County.

Mr. Siener's 4th graders collected supplies for
Kids At Heart Fundango Program.

Mrs. Hersh's 4th graders also collected supplies
for Kids at Heart Fundango Program.

Rube Goldberg Machine Winners: 1st – The Cereal Spillers (Huey), 2nd – We’ve Lost It! (Huey),
3rd, Kinetics (Jurgens)

Welcome to Our Newes t Liberty
Common Family Member
Mrs. Scheaffer and her husband Andrew are thrilled to
announce the birth of their daughter, Adelyn Blakely
Schaffer. Adelyn was born two weeks early on
Saturday, January 6th. and weighed 5 pounds, 14 oz.
and measured 19 inches long. Mrs. Scheaffer reported
that everyone is home and doing well.

Education Connoisseurs
by Casey Churchill,
Liberty Common Elementary Principal

We all have opinions about everything. Some people’s favorite color is blue but for others it
is pink. Some people like sushi and others prefer hamburgers. Some people like Chevys
and others drive Fords. Opinions are what make us unique as individuals. The combination
of various likes and dislikes are what set us apart or bring us together. We become
connoisseurs of the things we like as we explore and experience more and more in life.
Have you heard of Frédéric Brochet and his infamous study of wine tasting? In 2001,
Brochet, a PhD candidate at University of Bordeaux, conducted a wine tasting to 54 wine
enthusiasts. In the study, he dyed white wine red and asked the wine experts for their
descriptions. This supposedly expert panel described the dyed white wine as a red
wine. The study proved that sight and visual cues can override our senses of taste and
smell. “The wine color appears to provide significant sensory information, which misleads
the subjects’ ability to judge flavor,” Brochet wrote in his results. The description of smell
are almost entirely based on what you see. The message here, you ask? Many wine
connoisseurs know no more about wine than you or me. They may have the vocabulary
and the experience but ultimately it is all about personal preference.
This study presents an important message to all of us regarding charter schools and
personal preference. We are fortunate enough in northern Colorado to have many schools
of choice. Personal preference should takes a front seat when deciding what school to
attend. All parents should be educational connoisseurs deciding the best education for their
children. Just as the 54 oenology (wine science) students misjudged the falsely colored
wine, the state should not tell parents what education is best for your child. This decision
should be left to the parents to decide. Your opinion is the one that counts not the federal or
state government, neighbors, friends, or co-workers.
Colorado’s school-of-choice movement started here in Fort Collins back in the mid-1990s
with the opening of The Washington Core Knowledge School (forerunner to Liberty
Common School). The push for parental choice in education was a revolution at the time,
but today is quite commonplace around the state of Colorado. The innovation lies not within
the curriculum or the philosophy of each school, but within the ability for people to choose
the best education for their children. If the school is successful, people will line up at the
door. If it isn’t, people will go elsewhere. This competition in education is what raises the bar
in education across the state. Schools should compete for the population’s wants and
desires for the best education for their children. This competition to be the best is what
provides innovation and meets market demands in our communities.
So the next time you settle down with a glass of wine or you hear someone say that the wine
they are drinking has various notes of cedar or chicory, remember, none of that
matters. What matters is whether you like it. Education is exactly the same. As free
individuals, we have the ability and the right to choose the best education for our
children. Thank you for choosing Liberty as a school of choice for your children. We value
your opinion and we are honored to serve you and your children.

Important Letter to Parents of Liberty Common 6th graders
Dear 6th Grade Parent,
The faculty and staff at LCHS are eagerly awaiting the Liberty Common Class of 2024
joining us here at this campus next year. We consider it a sincere honor to assist you in

delivering an excellent education to your children.
The teachers and administrators at the elementary school and the high school work closely
to ensure the transition from 6th to 7th grade is smooth for students and parents. We
collaborate to provide many opportunities for parents and students to learn about the
continuation of the Core Knowledge curriculum, to visit the high school, and to prepare for
this exciting transition. There will be more information to come, but we wanted to let you
know we're already thinking about your family and want to make sure you are aware of a few
upcoming events.
All listed events take place here at LCHS unless otherwise noted.

General Events:
Every Thursday - 10:00 am - Take a tour of the high school campus with Principal Bob
Schaffer (no pre-registration necessary)
Monday, January 8th - 6:30pm - LCHS Public Information Night, LCHS Great Hall (no preregistration necessary) Parents are encouraged to take this opportunity to refresh
themselves on the school history and academic philosophy.

6th Grade Specific Events:
Friday, January 12th - 6th Grade Intent to Return Letter and Form mailed home
Tuesday, January 16th - 6:30pm - LCS 6th Grade Parent Night-Students are
welcome to attend, but this night is primarily for parents. We want to ensure that
all 6th-grade parents are well informed regarding the opportunities, expectations
and philosophy of the junior high. We want to answer your questions and ensure
that you have all the information you need to help your child to begin their
transition to junior high.
Monday, January 19th - 6th Grade Intent to Return Forms Due (forms will have
been mailed home on January 12th and should be returned to the front office of
either LCS or LCHS)
Friday, March 9th - 6th Grade Day at LCHS
The 6th graders will spend a day in the life of an LCHS 7th grader; it’s a blast. Students
will begin the school day at the elementary school and will be bused to the high school
for the day. They will follow a 7th grade schedule, eat lunch in the cafeteria, and enjoy
getting to know the 7th grade teachers. The students will also receive their 7th Grade
course registration sheets. More details on the 6th Grade Day will be forthcoming.
Monday, March 19th - 7th Grade Registration Forms are due to the 6th grade
teachers. Details regarding registration are forthcoming.
Friday, April 27th – Order Induction Ceremony and Evening Celebration (more
details to follow)
Tuesday, August 21st – 7th Grade Orientation (more details to follow)
Thursday, August 23rd – Order Pool Party (more details to follow)
Friday, August 25th – Torch Trek (more details to follow)
We are eager to meet you, answer your questions, and join you and your children on the
next stage of their academic journey.
Warm Regards,
Catherine Kem
Registrar
Liberty Common High School
2745 Minnesota Drive
Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-672-5502
Fax: 970-672-5499

Add to Your List of New Year Resolutions and
Volunteer at Liberty Common School
2018 Gala Work Bags. Your holiday
busyness is over and January is a long
month. Make good use of downtime by
working on easy and fun projects for
Liberty's 2018 Spring Gala. Just stop by the
front office and pick-up and sign-out the bag
with Jill Ronen. Thank you.

Something wonderful is afoot. The Liberty Common
Library has just ordered and received a whole slew of
new books! These books have been specifically
purchased to beef up our Core Knowledge Reading List.
As of now, we should have three copies of every--you
heard me, EVERY!--book off of the 3rd-6th grade required
reading lists :) How exciting is that?! Now, set aside your
excitement for just a moment and allow me to talk about
the nitty gritty:
This is a huge project. I am looking for some volunteers
who are willing to come in and help catalog/cover/and
sticker these new books. I would love to see them snugly
placed on our shelves as soon as possible! Time slots
are available on the Shelving Helpers Signup Genius-each slot is during a time when there are no students in
the Library. If you are interested, please sign up, or email
me at pgowing@libertycommon.org. Thank you!

Thank you for your interest in volunteering at Liberty Common School. In order to
volunteer in the classroom, chaperone on field trips, or at extra-curricular activities, you
must be a registered volunteer at Liberty Common School. To complete the volunteer
process please register by CLICKING HERE. On the first page, left side of the screen, click
on Register Now. Once you have registered, a name tag will be waiting for you at school
and you can begin your volunteer experience.
If you have volunteered at Liberty in the past, it is time to update your volunteer
account. Please CLICK HERE and go to Log in, on the right side of the screen. If you have
forgotten log-in information, be sure to click on I cannot log in to complete the updating
process. Feel free to contact Jill Ronen, Admin. Assistant, if you have any questions or
need assistance.

It is time to have your fingerprint scanned. If you are parent or a

volunteer at Liberty Common and have not had a fingerprint scan, allowing
you to enter the main hallway, please visit the front office. Thank you.

Liberty Sports by Dan Knab,
L iberty Common Athletic Director

For jr.-high and high-school athletic score updates,
throughout the week, check out Liberty Common
Athletic Booster Club's Facebook page by clicking,
HERE.

This Week in Jr.-High Sports:
The 7th-& 8th-grade girls first basketball practice is today at the elementary school. 7th-&
8th-grade girls can shuttle to the elementary school. Practices are from 3:30pm to 5pm this
week.
7th- And 8th-grade Girls Basketball. Girls wanting to play basketball need to be registered
online. Click HERE to register. Do not make payments until you receive an email from Mr.
Knab to do so. The season goes from January 8th to March 3rd. This is a great
opportunity for girls to be introduced to the sport of basketball. Questions about the season
can be directed to Mr. Knab.
Saturday Basketball Open Gym Times 6th - 8th-Grade (Boys & Girls)
1/14 - 4/7, Saturdays, 1pm - 3pm, High School (2/10 excluded)
There are no jr.-high basketball games this week. The first games are on Wednesday,
January 17, 2018.
Spring-Sport Registration: Look for information in Monday Notes in February.

This Week in High-School Sports:
Women's Basketball
Tuesday, 1/9, 5:30pm, Away at Brush (JV and Varsity)
Thursday, 1/11, 5:30pm, Home vs Platte Valley (breast cancer awareness)

Men's Basketball
Tuesday, 1/9, 4pm, Home vs Brush
Thursday, 1/11, 4pm, Away at Platte Valley
High-School Women's Volleyball: Meet the new headcoach, Nicole Camp during lunch
on Thursday, January 11th in the Acropolis. Coach Camp will deliver dates for spring
camps, clinics, open gyms and weight training.
Spring Sport Registration: Look for information in Monday Notes in February.

Announcements Worth Repeating

Join the Colorado Charter Advocacy Network. The Charter Advocacy Network is the
vehicle by which charter school supporters are informed about pressing issues affecting
charter schools. It's also the method for distributing action alerts to activate the Colorado
charter-school community in defense of charter-school students and their interests. As
opponents of LCHS and our charter-school brethren become more sophisticated,
organized, and outspoken, it is crucial we stay informed and take action on pressing
issues. To join, CLICK HERE. Please also encourage friends to join.

Your new calendar is now open for ordering.
Log in and find some new favorites today.
CLICK HERE to order.

Love and Logic Classes Added. The
response to Liberty Common hosting Love
and Logic Classes has been amazing. Our
first 3 sessions are full but Dr. Clarke has
agreed to a second session on 1/31,
2/28, and 3/28. Deadline to register is
January 17th. The total cost of attending
is $69 and includes a workbook that is
designed to work hand in hand with the Love and Logic curricula. These workshops give
parents the opportunity to have an interactive discussion with Dr. Clarke and one another on
Love and Logic. Please sign up in the front office.

Make Art, Win Prize. Win a weekend stay in Rocky
Mountain National Park, plus Colorado-made
products, and art supplies. All you need to do is
come in first place in the 2018 Colorado Kids Create
Art Contest. CLICK HERE for details. There are lots
of runner-up prizes, too. Contestants must be
between the ages of 5 – 18 years old.

Amazon Smile. Earn money for Liberty while you shop
through Smile.Amazon.com. AmazonSmile is a simple and
automatic way for you to support Liberty every time you
shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at
smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the same low prices, vast
selection and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a
portion of the purchase price back to Liberty.
Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core
Knowledge Charter School Foundation.” CKC School
Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit
organization. You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases back to Liberty.

Still time to register for 2nd
semester of Chessmates. All
registration is done on-line at
www.chessmatesfc.com

