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Realities For Children Charities is a
charitable organization that provides for the
unmet and emergency needs of Northern
Colorado Children who have been abused,
neglected or are at-risk.
Money collected during LCS Penny Drive,
February 26th-March 2nd. will be donated to
Realities For Children.
Mr. Churchill, Liberty Common Elementary
Principal, welcomes Craig Secher, President and
Founder of Realities for Children. Mr. Secher was
our guest speaker at our Citizenship Character
Education Ceremony, January 29th. and spoke
about the importance of helping others in need.

Congratulations to Liberty Common's 2017-18 Science Fair Winners.
If you see any of these inspiring scientists in the hallways, please ask them
about their project and offer your congratulations.

Andrew du Toit, 6th grader in Mrs. Duroux's
Class

Emma Morris, 5th Grader in Mrs. Cardenas'
Class

Sophia Panella, 5th Grader in Mrs. Hickman's
class

Jack Friesen, 5th grader in Mrs. Hickman's Class

Nathan Siener, 6th Grader in Mr. Huey's class.

Maxwell Morgan, 6th grader in Mrs. Jurgens's
class

Mark Your Calendar For These Important Dates
February 5| Last day to purchase Early Bird Spring Gala tickets. CLICK HERE to purchase.
February 6|1st and 2nd grade concert, 6:30 p.m.
February 7|District Spelling Bee, 1:00 p.m., @PSD
February 9|Winter Carnival, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
February 9|Free Dress Day
February 12-15|Volunteer Appreciation Week
February 15|BOD Meeting, 6:00 p.m.
February 16|Teacher Professional Development, NO SCHOOL
February 19|President's Day, NO SCHOOL
February 26|March 2|Liberty Common Penny Drive
February 27|Kindergarten Parent Orientation, 6:30 p.m.
March 2|Classroom Group Pictures
March 2|Spring Gala
March 9|3rd Quarter Ends
March 9|6th Graders to LCHS (all day)
March 12-16|Spring Break, NO SCHOOL
Time to Check the Lost and Found. All items not claimed
by next Monday, February 12th., will be given to charity.
Thank you.

Announcements and Happenings
Severe Cold and Flu Season Is Here
Dear Parents and Guardians,
We are currently in the thick of a very severe cold and flu season. Please
remind your students to wash their hands regularly (and abstain from other
germ spreading behaviors) and please keep them home if they are not well.
Some very specific guidelines for this can be found on our school and
district policy posted on our website (HERE). Please print off this document and keep it in
an accessible place. Please remember that students may not attend school until they are

fever and vomit free (without medications) for a full 24 hours. This means if they had a fever
on Monday and it finally broke on noon at Tuesday, they wouldn't be considered able to
attend school until noon on Wednesday (24 hours), even if they seem like they are feeling
better. For helpful tips, please view the list (HERE).
Please let the health office know if you have any questions.
Best,
Natalie Dybzinski, RN, BSN
Liberty Common School Nurse Consultant

Last Day for Early Bird Discount
Gala 2018 Tickets on Sale Now

CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE GALA TICKETS
Click Here to Reserve a Room at the Hilton

Another Reason to Attend the Winter Carnival; New
Trees For Liberty Common Elementary
Hi, my name is Evan Hansen, I used to go to school at Liberty
Elementary, now I attend Liberty's High School. I am a Boy Scout on
the path to Eagle Scout. The main thing in every scouts way to eagle,
is a service project to benefit the community, and my project is: new
trees for Liberty Common Elementary.
Now, some of you might say, "Why do we need new trees?" If we
don't act soon nearly 60% of the trees on the property are going to die. There is a bug
coming through much like the Pine Beetle, it is called the Emerald Ash Borer. It feasts
predominantly on ash trees and since 60% of the trees on the property are ash, almost all
of those trees are going to die within 2-5 years.
I propose to raise enough money to plant 4-8 new trees to offset the potential loss of
ash trees around the school. I will be at the Winter Carnival on February 9th, to raise

money for my project. My goal for the fundraiser is around $1600, this will cover around 6,
5 foot tall trees. If I raise more than that amount I will donate the extra money right back to the
school so we can preserve the other trees. If you would like to support my cause, please
see me at the Winter Carnival on February 9th. Thank you.
Evan Hansen
Liberty Common High School Freshman

Festival of Ideas. On Saturday February 24th, come
experience content experts and students contribute to
a diverse and vibrant conversation of intellectual
curiosity and expertise. Join intellectual discussions
on art, philosophy, physics, entomology, and more.
Come join us for a day of exploration and discovery.
CLICK HERE to Donate.
CLICK HERE to Volunteer.

Job Openings. The high school has begun the search for a new Academic Dean and a
new Assistant Principal. Job specifics and application instructions can be found here.
While Mrs. Stoltzfus and Mr. Lovely have some big shoes to fill, we are excited at the
prospect of finding the newest additions to work with them on the administration team. These
positions are both critical in setting the culture of LCHS as well as developing staff and
students. If you know anyone who would be a good fit, please forward details. We are
planning to begin these positions this summer.

2018-2019 Calendar Approved
Aug. 27| First Day of School
Sept. 3 | Labor Day
Oct. 26 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 21-23|Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 24-Jan. 4 | Winter Break
Jan. 21 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 15 | Professional Development Day
Feb 18 | Presidents' Day
March 18-22 | Spring Break
April 19 | Good Friday
May 24| Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00

Liberty Trail
By Casey Churchill, Principal
L iberty Common Elementary School

Philanthropy has been a part of America since the first pioneers travelled west. Some of the
earliest instances in history began when the pioneers travelled together by covered wagon to
survive and relocate in this new land. From farming to diseases, the pioneers would never
have survived if it wasn’t for their support for each other. Their 6 month journey west is an
iconic example of team work that we teach our students each year in 2nd and 5th grade.
Next week is Volunteer Appreciation week here at Liberty
Common School. No, we are not battling the hardships of
surviving new lands, but we are working together to make the
best educational experience we can for our students. Every day
we see parents here in our school helping read with our
students or helping in the classrooms.

One of my favorite things about Liberty is the common values we all share. There is nothing
better than surrounding ourselves with good people who have the same goals in mind. Just
like the pioneers traveling west along the Oregon Trail, we share this same vision to achieve
a goal. Our goal here at Liberty, however, is achieving excellence by providing our students
with the best education possible. This is a big task that involves everyone. Each day we see
parents, grandparents, staff, and friends come together to accomplish common goals.
We would like to take next week to honor and thank the parents and grandparents that come
to Liberty to help educate our kids. We cannot do what we do without our volunteers. As
parents, we can demonstrate the foundation stone of citizenship to our students by
volunteering our time to The Liberty Common Schools. This is a great way to benefit the
school and be a role model at the same time. Thank you to all visitors that have helped
Liberty in some way over the year. We truly cherish your expertise and time.
We may not be travelling west or surviving the perils of new unchartered territories, but we
are creating one of the best educational institutions that will shape the lives of children for
years to come. Thank you for partnering with Liberty Common School.

Liberty Common 2nd Annual Summer Theatre

CLICK HERE to register
Please direct any questions regarding Summer Theater Camp to Amy Clemens

News from Board of Directors
Want to take a stronger leadership role in our school? Ever
considered how you can make a difference in your child’s
education? If so, now is your chance. We will have two
Board positions open starting this summer 2018. Volunteer
Directors serve 3-year terms.
LCS is run by parents and governed by a 7-member, elected
Board of Directors. Our primary responsibility is to
establish and oversee the educational and operational policies consistent with the vision,
philosophy, and mission of the school as defined by our Charter Application. It is a
rewarding experience to contribute to the success of our School overall.
Please attend our next Board meeting on February 15th at 6pm to observe how the Board
operates. You are welcome to contact Paulette Hansen, or any Board member who can
answer your questions regarding membership. To complete an application, CLICK HERE .
The deadline for submitting an application is February 28, 2018.
Candidates for the BOD must meet the following criteria to quality for election or
appointment to the BOD:
Registered voter residing in Colorado.
Parent, grandparent, or legal guardian of a student enrolled at Liberty for a minimum of

two years by the time the candidate's term on the BOD would commence.
Attendance at least one of the BOD meetings during the school year of the election.
Submission of Statement of Educational Philosophy
Volunteer in the school
Embrace the principles of Liberty's Charter and founding books
Receive a recommendation from a School Principal
Complete and sign the following documents:
-Volunteer Application for the current school year
-Volunteer Confidentiality Agreement
-Volunteer Oath
-Volunteer Agreement
-Board of Directors Non-Disclosure and Confidentiality Agreement
-Board of Directors Affidavit
Read and support wholeheartedly the views presented in the following
three books:
-Cultural Literacy by E.D. Hirsch Jr.
-Why Johnny Can't Tell Right from Wrong by William Kilpatrick
-The Schools We Need and Why We Don't Have Them by E.D. Hirsch Jr.

VVolunteer Possibilities
It is time to have your fingerprint scanned. If you are parent or a
volunteer at Liberty Common and have not had a fingerprint scan, allowing
you to enter the main hallway, please make it a priority the next time you are in
the building. The process takes less than 5 minutes and is done in the front
office. Thank you.

Something wonderful is afoot. The Liberty Common
Library has just ordered and received a whole slew of new
books! These books have been specifically purchased to
beef up our Core Knowledge Reading List. This is a huge
project. I am looking for some volunteers who are willing to
come in and help catalog/cover/and sticker these new
books. I would love to see them snugly placed on our
shelves as soon as possible! Time slots are available on
the Shelving Helpers Signup Genius--each slot is
during a time when there are no students in the Library. If you are interested, please sign up,
or email me at pgowing@libertycommon.org. Thank you.
Mrs. Gowing, is also looking for a volunteer to be in charge of
rotating book displays and bulletin boards in the Library. She’ll
provide the ideas, direction, and supplies if you’ll provide a couple
of hours every month to help organize and decorate. Please email
her at pgowing@libertycommon.org if you are interested.

Liberty's annual Winter Carnival, "Magic" is only 4 days away and
this fun event could not happen without many wonderful volunteers,
just like you. If you haven't had a chance to volunteer this year, this
event is a great opportunity. Please CLICK HERE to volunteer.
Supply donations are also needed for the carnival. CLICK HERE to
sign-up and donate. Questions about volunteering? Please contact
Kellie Kreikemeier@wyogirl2@gmail.com

Thank you for your interest in volunteering at Liberty Common School.
In order to volunteer in the classroom, chaperone on field trips, or at extra-curricular
activities, you must be a registered volunteer at Liberty Common School. To complete the
volunteer process please register by CLICKING HERE. On the first page, left side of the
screen, click on Register Now. Once you have registered, a name tag will be waiting for
you at school and you can begin your volunteer experience.
Please contact Jill Ronen, Admin. Assistant, if you have any questions or need assistance.

Liberty Sports
by Dan Knab,
L iberty Common
Athletic Director

Attention Basketball Players: 1st - 6th Grade:
What: Basketball Clinics
Where: Elementary School Gym
When: Saturdays starting February 10, 2018, throughout the rest of the
school year
Times: 1st - 3rd grade/9am - 10am; 4th - 6th grade/10am - 11am
Who: Dakota Arend played for Ft. Collins High School and has had rave reviews in Northern
Colorado, specializing in fundamental skills.
Cost: $10/day
Questions: Coach Arend
Volleyball Clinic vs Volleyball Open Gym: Clinics are for 6th - 12th
graders (male and female). Open Gyms are for 9th - 12th graders (male
and female). Only females may play on LCHS volleyball teams, however
guys are invited to participate in off-season workouts.
Parks & Rec Volleyball (6th - 8th Grade)
Season begins March 20 and ends May 5th
Practices will be Tues and Thurs, 3:30pm to 5pm in the high school gym
Sign up through Ft. Collins Rec online: Click HERE
Cost: $76
Deadline to register is March 3rd.
CPR/First Aid Certification Course for students in
grades 6th-12th grade (American Heart Association).
Monday, March 5th from 4-7:30pm at the upper
school.

This is a great opportunity for students to learn and be
certified by the American Heart Association in First
Aid/CPR/AED use for infants/children and adults.
Certification is good for two years, and is helpful
information for babysitting, summer jobs, sports, and
personal use.
Class must have a minimum of 10 participants, but will be capped at 20- sign up at a greatly
reduced rate of $27/student.
Sign-Up Here and contact our school nurse Natalie Dybzinski with any questions. The
deadline to sign up is Monday, February 26th.
UPDATE: As of today, there are currently only three students signed up.

This Week in Jr.-High School Sports:
7th-Grade Basketball
Monday, 2/5, 4pm, Home vs Milliken Middle School
Wednesday, 2/7, 4pm, Away at Highland Middle Coach Tchen
8th-Grade Basketball
Monday, 2/5, 4pm, Away at Milliken Middle School
Wednesday, 2/7, 4pm, Home vs Highland Middle School
Jr.-High Registration for spring sports begins next Monday, February 12, 2018.
Look here for details next week.
Spring Sports Offered at Liberty Common
Track & Field (7th - 8th): Coaches are Mr. Reeves and Mr. Wilcox
Girl's Soccer (6th - 8th): Coach Tchen

This Week In High-School Sports:
Women's Basketball
Tuesday, 2/6, 5:30pm, Home vs Strasburg (JH Basketball Teams Recognized-Blue Out)
Thursday, 2/8, 5:30pm, Away at Frontier Academy
Saturday, 2/10, 2:30pm, Away at Peak to Peak
Men's Basketball
Tuesday, 2/6, 5:30pm, Away at Strasburg High School
Thursday, 2/8, 5:30pm, Home vs Frontier Academy
Saturday, 2/10, 2:30pm, Home vs Peak to Peak (Senior Game)
Open Gym Happening Now - Get Connected:
Baseball Open Gym - Contact Coach Bissell: z_bissell@hotmail.com
Women's Soccer Drop-In - Contact Coach Salehi: csalehi@msn.com
Track & Field Warm-ups - Contact Coach Mayes: rwmayes@gmail.com
Volleyball Open Gym - Contact Coach Camp: ncamp@libertycommon.org
Registration for spring sports begins next Monday, February 12, 2018. Look here
for details next week.
Gym Banners
Ever wonder how to get your business advertised in the high-school gym? Contact Rebecca
Finkel at: libertycommonbooster@gmail.com
For jr.-high and high-school athletic score updates,
throughout the week, check out Liberty Common
Athletic Booster Club's Facebook page by clicking,
HERE.

Amazon Smile. Earn money for Liberty while you
shop. Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and
enter “Core Knowledge Charter School Foundation.”
CKC School Foundation is the technical name for
our non-profit organization. You will not find us by
searching for 'Liberty.’
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of
the purchase price of your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases back to Liberty.

Announcements Worth Repeating
Your new calendar is now open for ordering.
Log in and find some new favorites today.
CLICK HERE to order.

Charter-School Job Openings. Key charter-school position openings have been recently
posted by the Colorado League of Charter Schools (Liberty is an active member of this
important organization). The state’s charter-school movement needs energetic, creative,
innovative, pro-school-choice warriors to sustain our revolution in public education.
Positions currently open: Vice-President of Communications; Associate Director of
Organizing; School-Support Specialist; Director of Talent Development. CLICK HERE for
details. Please pass this information along to anyone who might be a perfect applicant.

Join the Colorado Charter Advocacy Network. The Charter Advocacy Network is the

vehicle by which charter-school supporters are informed about pressing issues affecting
charter schools. It's also the method for distributing action alerts to activate the Colorado
charter-school community in defense of charter-school students and their interests. As
opponents of LCHS and our charter-school brethren become more sophisticated,
organized, and outspoken, it is crucial we stay informed and take action on pressing
issues. To join, CLICK HERE. Please also encourage friends to join.

Make Art, Win Prize. Win a weekend stay in Rocky
Mountain National Park, plus Colorado-made
products, and art supplies. All you need to do is
come in first place in the 2018 Colorado Kids Create
Art Contest. CLICK HERE for details. There are lots
of runner-up prizes, too. Contestants must be
between the ages of 5 – 18 years old.

