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Mark Your Calendar For These Important Dates

February 26-March 2|Liberty Common Penny Drive
LCS Student Council is sponsoring our Annual Penny War with money collected going to
Realities for Children.
Rules of the Penny Drive
Coins, rolls of coins, and bills are all accepted.
Pennies add to your grades' total.
Silver coins and bills subtract from other grades' total.
No money will accepted after 12 pm on March 2, 2018
February 27|Kindergarten Parent Orientation, 6:30 p.m.
February 27|Liberty Lecture Series: Moby Dick, 6:30-8:00, LCHS Great Hall (see
announcement below for more details)
February 28|Deadline to sign-up for CPR training (see info. in the Sports Section below)
March 2|Classroom Group Pictures
March 2|Spring Gala
March 9|Parent Survey Due

March 9|3rd Quarter Ends
March 9|6th Graders to LCHS (all day)
March 12-16|Spring Break, NO SCHOOL
March 23|Kindergarten Roundup
March 23|Liberty T-shirt Day
March 26|Kindergarten Music Concert
March 29|BOD Meeting, 6:00 p.m., LCS Teacher Lounge
March 30|Good Friday, NO SCHOOL
April 2| 5th Grade Human Development Info. Meeting
April 9| 5th Grade Human Development Parent Session
April 11|5th Grade Human Development Student Session
April 13/14|5th and 6th grade Dessert Theatre, 6:00 p.m.
April 23|Public Info. Night
April 26|BOD Meeting, 6:00 p.m.

Announcements and Happenings

Moby Dick Liberty Lecture. This
Tuesday, February 27th , 6:30 -8:00PM in
the LCHS Great Hall to attend the next
exciting Liberty Lecture on Herman
Melville’s classic Moby Dick presented by
LCHS English instructor Mrs. Lauren
Calvert. The great American work spun
epic, cultural, literary phrases such as “Call
me Ishmael,” “All mortal greatness is but
disease,” “Thus, I give up the spear!” Come
learn how these and other legendary
passages captivated the imaginations of
generations, and helped define the American
national character. Don’t miss this whale of
a lecture; and remember, “Moby Dick seeks
thee not. It is thou, thou, that madly seekest
him!”

Don’t miss this
lecture! LCHS
faculty, last
Wednesday,
received from
English instructor
Mrs. Lauren
Calvert, a review
of tomorrow
night’s Liberty
Lecture on the
topic of Herman
Melville’s Moby-Dick. Suffice it to say, if
tomorrow’s lecture is anything like last
Wednesday’s staff preview, you definitely
want to be there. Kids, parents,
grandparents, neighbors – this is definitely
a Liberty Lecture no one will want to miss.
See the nearby note for details.

Police Presence. A handful of parents contacted the LCHS front office last Friday saying
they noticed two Fort Collins Police Department vehicles parked on the street near the
school, and they wondered if there was a school-related reason they were there. There was,
but not an actual LCHS-related reason they were here. Late Thursday night, both the school,
and the FCPD received an alert from a multi-state anonymous tip service that a threat had
been made regarding a school identified as “LCHSCS.” Overnight, investigators determined
the threat was isolated to a different high school in another state. Nonetheless, we and the
police thought it wouldn’t hurt to have a couple officers nearby on Friday morning just to
show a vigilant presence. That’s the explanation.
Don’t Hesitate To Ask. Police presence near and at both Liberty school campuses should
be regarded as a routine thing. First, both schools happen to share immediate
neighborhoods with the Fort Collins Police Department, and the Larimer County Sheriff’s
Department. Second, for whatever reason, lots of law-enforcement officials send their kids to
Liberty. We like it when these parents visit our schools in law-enforcement vehicles, and in
uniform. Third, we maintain regular contact with law-enforcement, and emergency-services
personnel in the regular, ongoing function of running a public school. Their vehicles, and
uniforms sometimes raise curiosities of students, and parents. Though these are and ought

to be rather routine sights at Liberty, no one should ever hesitate to ask. Inquiries can be
directed to the front office, or to the police department.

Great Inventors In Our Midst, by Rob Huey, 6th Grade Teacher

Several members of Mr. Huey's 6th grade class, display their creative inventions.

In our unit on the Industrial Revolution, we discuss all of the new inventions that were
created due to needs in economic want or economic need at the time (1750 – 1830). Some
inventions that we learn about include the steam engine, the cotton gin, the train, and the
Macadamized road. Many of these inventions were created because people of the time had
problems that they needed to solve. Students in the 6th grade were given the opportunity to
create their own inventions to solve a current problem. Students were asked to write up a
description of their product, a supply list for building the product, and create a diagram and
advertisement for their product.
As students presented their products and advertisements to the class, the students voted on
“Best Invention” and “Best Ad”. The winners for my class were: Grace Falsetto, Best
Invention and Jake Elmore, Best Advertisement. Grace's product was the Net Catch,
addressing the lack of storage in her desk. The Net Catch has very powerful magnets with a
net attached. You stick it to the side of your desk where you can store additional binders and
notebooks. Jake Elmore’s product was the Pillow Pocket, Jake’s problem was not having
your essentials near you at bedtime. The Pillow Pocket can fit your Ipad, which you can use
as an alarm clock, your phone, your retainer case, and your sleep mask.

Music Instructor Goes National. A clipping from the San
Bernardino Sun made its way back to LCHS last week. It featured
an excellent Q & A interview with LCHS Maestro Mr. Dave Lunn
entitled “Striking the right chord: Music instruction provides an
avenue to explore American culture.” The initial interview was
featured and linked right here in the Jan 16th LCHS edition of
Monday Notes (CLICK HERE). Written by reporter Ann Schimke,
the piece was first published in Chalkbeat Colorado on January
3rd. Since then, the interview has been picked up by the Denver
Post (CLICK HERE), the Los Angeles Daily News (CLICK HERE),
the Torrance Daily Breeze (CLICK HERE), in addition to the San
Bernardino Sun (clipping now pinned to the bulletin board in LCHS’s Michelangelo Hall). The
story has also been featured and linked by dozens of education blogs from throughout the
country. Why all the attention? The interview’s meaty content offers far more than the typical
feel-good, fluff piece about an admirable teacher. Mr. Lunn’s remarks contains high-level
insights on what music education really ought to be, why Liberty Common is an outstanding
classical academic institution, and reveal why Mr. Lunn is one of the best music instructors
in America.

Update from Evan Hansen. Thank you to those who contributed to my
Eagle Scout Project at the Winter Carnival. Because of all your generosity,
the support of family and friends, we raised $760.00 to purchase three
trees for Liberty. Thank you.
Evan Hansen
Freshman, Liberty Common High School

Donations of juice boxes, any flavor are needed for the 5th and 6th grade
dessert theatre. Please bring donations to the Front Office by April 12th.
Thank you.

Attention: Road Closure. Lemay South of Horsetooth to N
of Harbor Walk - Ticonderoga, Monday February 26, 2018Monday, March 19, 2018. Please plan accordingly to avoid
student late arrival. For more information on road closures
throughout Fort Collins, please CLICK HERE.

Parental Input Surveys Due March 9, 2018. The Board
of Directors is seeking parental input on your child’s
educational experience at Liberty Common. The Board
strives for Liberty to be one of the top schools in
Colorado, and we cannot do this without your valued
opinion.
A survey was recently emailed to all families. If you have
more than one child attending Liberty Common, please
complete a survey for each student. We are striving for
100% survey participation and it only takes a few minutes.
If you have any questions, please call the front office at (970) 482-9800.
Thank you for participating.
Elementary http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07ef0fy719jc6kwhe9/start
Junior High

http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07ef0fy77xjc6kxpvr/start

High School

http://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07ef0fy7fbjc6kyq29/start

Liberty Common Volunteer Opportunities

CLICK HERE to Volunteer
Scholastic Book Fair
is coming to Liberty,
April 2-April 6. We
need volunteers...we
need YOU!
Volunteering at the
Book Fair is the
perfect way to stay
connected to your
child at school and
help students find the books they can't wait
to read. Sign up now and get ready for a fun
and rewarding volunteer experience. CLICK
HERE for Volunteer Sign In.

The above image is what you will see
when you CLICK HERE for Scholastic
Volunteer Sign In. Just sign in with your
preferred social media account and then
select a day and time that works for you.

It is time to have your fingerprint scanned. If you are parent or a
volunteer at Liberty Common and have not had a fingerprint scan, allowing
you to enter the main hallway, please make it a priority the next time you are in

the building. The process takes less than 5 minutes and is done in the front
office. Thank you.

Something wonderful is afoot. The Liberty Common
Library has just ordered and received a whole slew of new
books! These books have been specifically purchased to
beef up our Core Knowledge Reading List. This is a huge
project. I am looking for some volunteers who are willing to
come in and help catalog/cover/and sticker these new
books. I would love to see them snugly placed on our
shelves as soon as possible! Time slots are available on
the Shelving Helpers Signup Genius--each slot is
during a time when there are no students in the Library. If you are interested, please sign up,
or email me at pgowing@libertycommon.org. Thank you.

Thank you for your interest in volunteering at Liberty Common School.
In order to volunteer in the classroom, chaperone on field trips, or at extra-curricular
activities, you must be a registered volunteer at Liberty Common School. To complete the
volunteer process please register by CLICKING HERE. On the first page, left side of the
screen, click on Register Now. Once you have registered, a name tag will be waiting for
you at school and you can begin your volunteer experience.
Please contact Jill Ronen, Admin. Assistant, if you have any questions or need assistance.

Board of Directors Update
Board of Directors Meeting, January 18, 2018
Top Item Summary by Board Member Tricia Diehl
One of my favorite things as a parent has been catching my children reading a great book.
We relish the warm fuzzy feeling that we get when they are expanding their minds, enjoying a
literary adventure that transports them to another land and let’s not forget the fact that there is
peace in the house, true pleasure. Sigh. This month the BOD updated the reading policy to
align more with its original intent. Our extensive list of mature, timeless and inspirational
books is now called the Great Books list. Previous articles have further defined what it
takes to get on the Great Books list, and why this is so important to our school and its
students. Encouraging reading really Great Books has always been an integral foundation of
our school and it will continue to be.
The Great Books list goes hand in hand with the refinements that are occurring in our library
this year. These refinements have been highlighted in a past article in the Monday Notes. We
are sharing the abundance of books that don’t meet the criteria of or literary policy with other
schools in PSD and moving many of these books that follow our curriculum closely directly
into the grade appropriate classes. Most exciting is the addition of many of the books from
our Great Books list to the library, this will insure that it is that much easier to catch your
kids or even you reading a Great Book.
Our annual financial audit is now complete! Did you know that many staff and parent
volunteers work countless hours every year to analyze, project and meet bond requirements
to keep our school financially healthy? Part of this process includes our annual audit by an
outside accounting firm. Once the various levels of the audit are complete, we are then
required to turn all that information over to the Poudre School District as part of our charter.
As we are continually seeking out ways to improve our systems elsewhere in the school we
are also required to adhere to strict regulations and processes. Liberty Common School is
fortunate to have a group of talented individuals who are dedicated, passionate, and highly
skilled around financial management. Special thanks go out to Mrs. Katrina Brossia and the
Financial Accountability Committee for their tireless efforts to maintain our financial strength.

The Board has finalized and approved our new Strategic Plan. The BOD and administration
held a special workshop this summer to kick off our creating a plan for the next 3-5 years
for Liberty. Additional discussion and numerous revisions followed as we really soul
searched for where to collectively focus our time and efforts in strengthening our school
and continuing our success. We feel inspired to have clarified our path and have already
activated many elements of the plan to implement in both schools.
AST- Academic Support Team- During our February BOD meeting AST gave their annual
report. Under the direction of Mr. Matt Kazy and Mrs. Janice Garland we are happy to
report this year has been of coming together in the best possible way under some very
heartbreaking circumstances. Many of you know that Mrs. Sandy Stoltzfus, LCS Assistant
Principal, moved locations to the elementary school to help plot a course for success. Matt
Kazy temporarily took over coordinating both schools AST programs until Janice Garland's
return. The rest of the AST staff was instrumental in a group effort that not only got AST by
with a reduced staff but found ways to improve systems and really advanced their program
in both locations. The heart of this department is apparent in how they describe their
mission, reaching out to families, teachers and students to provide the support that is
needed.

Mark Your Calendars Now State Testing

It is that time of year for the following standardized tests to be administered:
CMAS math & English assessments (3rd – 8th
grades)
CMAS science assessments (5th, 8th, & 11th
grades)
PSAT exams (9th-10th grades)
SAT exam (11th grade)
Given this advanced notice of these tests, please
plan student appointments and schedules
accordingly. When students are absent during
testing, it creates a burden on the staff to
administer make-up exams for individual students. We ask for your consideration in this
matter when making daytime appointments.
The LCS testing can be viewed by CLICKING HERE.
The LCHS testing schedule can be viewed by CLICKING HERE.
These tests have value. The school relies on the results of
these and other tests when evaluating our curricula or
programs.
Standardized testing is a state-initiated function of public

education, as its goal is to provide objective insight into a
student’s intellectual and academic aptitude compared to
other Colorado students. As a common benchmark,
colleges rely on this information for both undergraduate and
graduate admissions. Professional organizations rely on
such tests to determine a candidate’s knowledge in a field of
study (bar exam, actuarial tests, professional engineering
exams, architecture exams, etc.). Developing test-taking
skills can be helpful as students age and mature.
These tests are also the primary way parents have to compare schools objectively. While
test scores (high or low) are not the only means to compare schools, they are by far the
most prolific and publicly available means to do so. We are proud of the academic
accomplishments of our students. To put accurate results on public display is acceptable
practice.
Our character-education program highlights the foundation stones of responsibility,
cooperation, and citizenship in the elementary school and the capstone virtues of prudence,
fortitude, and justice in the high school. Asking students to do their best when faced with a
standardized test enables them to display these virtues in a meaningful way. Their lives will
likely contain many such challenges. Teaching students, while they are young, to do their
best, whenever the opportunity presents itself, will help set them apart from their lessmotivated peers.
Thank you for your cooperation in adjusting your schedule to make sure your children are
in attendance for these assessments. It is critical we have maximum participation to show
the state the incredible work we are doing here at Liberty.

Liberty Sports
by Dan Knab,
L iberty Common
Athletic Director

Congratulation to the Liberty Common 8th grade B team who took 1st place in a
tournament on Saturday. Great effort by all the girls and Coach Ronen.

This Week in Jr.-High School Sports:
7th-Grade Basketball
Wednesday, 2/28, 4:30pm vs Estes Park at Weld Central Middle School
*Saturday, 3/3, 9am, TBD at Weld Central Middle School
*If win previous game
8th-Grade Basketball
Monday, 2/26, 4pm, at Highland Middle School
*Wednesday, 2/28, 5:30pm, at Weld Central Middle School
*Saturday, 3/3, 8am, at Weld Central Middle School
*If win previous game
Jr.-High Registration Spring Sports: Click HERE (Everyone Must Register) Do Not Pay
on Power School until you receive an email from Mr. Knab to do so after the season begins.
Spring Sports Parent Meetings (Mandatory for one parent to attend):
JH Girl's Soccer - Monday, March 5th, 5pm, elementary school gym (wood side)
JH Track & Field - Monday, February 26th, 5:30pm, elementary school Gym (blue side)
Attention, please note:
**JH Girl's Soccer- First day of practice, March 5th.
**JH Track & Field-First day of practice, March 5th.
Track & Field (7th - 8th): Coaches are Mr. Reeves (dreeves@libertycommon.org) and
Mr. Wilcox (jwilcox@libertycommon.org)
Girl's Soccer (6th - 8th): Coach Tchen (danieltchen17@gmail.com)
Young Sibling Announcement:
Elementary School Basketball Saturday Clinics:
1st - 3rd Grade: 9am - 10am
4th - 6th Grade: 10am - 11am
Every Saturday at elementary school gym. Cost: $10/Saturday
Fundamental basketball skills taught by Coach Arend.
Jr. High Basketball Drop-In (Male and Female)
Saturdays, 2pm - 4pm in high school gym (exception: no drop-in this Saturday, February
24th. )
Parks & Rec Volleyball (6th - 8th Grade)
Season begins March 20 and ends May 5th
Practices will be Tue. and Thu., 3:30pm to 5pm in the high-school gym
Sign up through Ft. Collins Rec online: Click HERE
Cost: $76
Deadline to register is March 3rd.
Summer athletic information will come out in Monday Notes in April.

This Week In High-School Sports:
Congratulations to the Liberty Common High School women's basketball team. The team
beat Brush High School last Friday and earned a 27th regional seed that sends them to
Cedaredge, Colorado this Friday. The Lady Eagles play Cedaredge High School at 7pm. If
they win that game, they will play the winner of Jefferson Academy and Vanguard on
Saturday at noon. If the women's team wins Saturday's contest, they will advance for the
third time in four years to the Elite Eight held next week at Denver University.
Women's Basketball
Friday, March 2, 7pm, Away, vs Cedaredge High School at Cedaredge High School
*Saturday, March 3, 12pm, Away, vs winner of Jefferson Academy vs Vanguard at
Cedaredge High School
*If win Friday's game

(Get updates on Liberty Common Athletic Booster Club's Facebook page by clicking,
HERE.)
High-School Registration For Spring Sports: Click HERE (Everyone MUST Register)
Do Not Pay on Power School until you receive an email from Mr. Knab to do so after the
season begins.
Parent Meetings (Mandatory for one parent to attend):
HS Baseball - Tuesday, February 27, 5pm, Edora Park
HS Women's Soccer - Thursday, February 22, 6pm, Stoa
HS Track & Field - Tuesday, February 27, 5:30pm, elementary school gym (wood side)
First Mandatory Spring Practice is Monday, February 26:
HS Baseball - Contact Coach Bissell: z_bissell@hotmail.com
HS Women's Soccer - Contact Coach Salehi: csalehi@msn.com
HS Track & Field - Contact Coach Mayes: rwmayes@gmail.com
Volleyball Clinic vs Volleyball Open Gym: Clinics are for 6th - 12th graders (male and
female). Open Gyms are for 9th - 12th graders (male and female). Only females may play on
LCHS volleyball teams, however guys are invited to participate in off-season workouts.
Volleyball Open Gym - Contact Coach Camp: ncamp@libertycommon.org
Tuesday, 2/20, 6pm - 7:30pm, elementary gym (9-12)
Thursday, 2/22, 6pm - 8pm, elementary gym (6-8) $30
Summer athletic Information will come out in Monday Notes in April.

CPR/First Aid Certification Course for students in
grades 6th-12th grade (American Heart Association).
Monday, March 5th from 4-7:30pm at the upper
school.
This is a great opportunity for students to learn and be
certified by the American Heart Association in First
Aid/CPR/AED use for infants/children and adults.
Certification is good for two years, and is helpful information for babysitting, summer jobs,
sports, and personal use.
Class must have a minimum of 10 participants, but will be capped at 20- sign up at a greatly
reduced rate of $27/student.
Sign-Up Here and contact our school nurse Natalie Dybzinski with any questions. The
deadline to sign up is Wednesday, February 28th.

Gym Banners
Ever wonder how to get your business advertised in the high-school gym? Contact Rebecca
Finkel at: libertycommonbooster@gmail.com
For jr.-high and high-school athletic score updates,
throughout the week, check out Liberty Common
Athletic Booster Club's Facebook page by clicking,
HERE.

Amazon Smile. Earn money for Liberty while you
shop. Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and
enter “Core Knowledge Charter School Foundation.”
CKC School Foundation is the technical name for
our non-profit organization. You will not find us by
searching for 'Liberty.’

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of
the purchase price of your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases back to Liberty.

Improve Your “Gap-Closing”
Technique. Liberty’s fundraising team has
worked hard to provide all families and supporters
with really easy techniques to help the school
“Close The Gap” when it comes to ongoing
school-funding needs. We need to always be on
offense in our fundraising efforts to make up the
difference (the gap) between state funding Liberty
receives, and the higher amount regular
government-owned public schools receive. Scroll
further down in today’s Monday Notes for easy
directions on Booster Club contributions, King
Soopers reloadable gift card participation, Amazon
Smile accounts, and attending this year’s
upcoming Spring Gala.

Announcements Worth Repeating

CLICK HERE to register
Please direct any questions regarding Summer Theater Camp to Amy Clemens

2018-2019 Calendar Approved
Aug. 27| First Day of School
Sept. 3 | Labor Day
Oct. 26 | Parent/Teacher Conferences
Nov. 21-23|Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 24-Jan. 4 | Winter Break
Jan. 21 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 15 | Professional Development Day
Feb 18 | Presidents' Day
March 18-22 | Spring Break
April 19 | Good Friday
May 24| Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00

Your new calendar is now open for ordering.
Log in and find some new favorites today.
CLICK HERE to order.

