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Mrs. Trout's Tuesday/Thursday class receives keys from LCHS seniors, challenging them to
graduate from Liberty in thirteen years and join the Legion of Thirteen Society.

Board Meeting|January 18, 2018, 6pm, LCS Staff Lounge.
You may contact all Board Members at BOD@libertycommon.org

Mark Your Calendar For These Important Dates
January 16|Geography Bee, after school in the library
January 17| Deadline to register for Session 2 Love and Logic classes- Class meets 1/31,
2/28, and 3/28.
January 18|Spelling Bee, after school in the library
January 18|BOD Meeting, 6:00 p.m.
January 19th|6th Grade Intent to Return Forms Due (forms will have been mailed home on
January 12th and should be returned to the front office of either LCS or LCHS)
January 22|Public Information Night, 6:30 p.m.
January 24|PSD written spelling bee, 11:00 a.m.
January 25|Liberty Lecture (see announcement below)
January 26|5th/6th Science Fair
January 26|Chessmates
Janurary 26|Liberty T-Shirt Day

Announcements and Happenings
This is just a friendly reminder that tonight, Tuesday, January
16th, we will be hosting the LCS 6th -Grade Parent Night at
6:30PM in the LCHS Great Hall (2745 Minnesota Drive).
The event is designed to provide you with essential information
regarding the next stage in your student’s educational journey at
Liberty. We will be discussing:
Specific events and details surrounding the transition to
junior-high.
Liberty’s educational philosophy as well as academic opportunities and expectations.
The continuation of the Core Knowledge curriculum.
Tips and strategies for a successful, enjoyable junior-high experience.
The fun and rewarding extracurricular/student-life activities along with associated
leadership opportunities.
LCHS’s code-of-conduct rules and behavioral expectations.
The registration process and specific key-dates to mark on your calendars.
We will also reserve some time at the end of the presentation to answer any questions you
may have.
To night is intended specifically for parents. 6th-grade students will have several fun-filled
student-oriented transition opportunities in the coming months (upcoming editions of the
LCS Monday Notes will contain a full list of events).
We look forward to seeing you there,
Catherine Kem
Registrar, LCHS

It is time to have your fingerprint scanned. If you are parent or a
volunteer at Liberty Common and have not had a fingerprint scan, allowing
you to enter the main hallway, please make it a priority the next time you are in
the building. The process takes less than 5 minutes and is done in the front
office. Thank you.

Next Liberty Lecture. Please plan on attending the next Liberty
Lecture scheduled for Thursday, January 25th entitled “Changes
for Life.” The presentation runs from 6:30 – 8:30PM and will be led
by Liberty’s Science-Department Chair Mrs. Dawn Karr. It will take
place in the LCHS Great Hall. Mrs. Karr will discuss human-health
lessons inspired by medical events her husband/family faced last
year, and the science behind some of the lifestyle-health changes
they’ve made. This and all Liberty Lectures are open to the public
and intended to promote useful learning as a family activity. Please
feel free to invite others, and bring friends.

Student Panelists Needed. We have need for a couple Core-Knowledge-educated
students to speak on a panel to Core-Knowledge teachers from throughout Colorado. On
Friday, February 16th, Colorado’s Core Knowledge Network meets in Denver, and they’re
looking for some 9-12th grade students to share their thoughts about their Core-Knowledge
education. The panel will take place in the afternoon. College students would suffice, too.
Feel free to pass this notice along. If interested, please contact Headmaster Schaffer or
LCS Principal Churchill soon. The first two respondents will complete the panel.

Liberty Bids a Fond Farewell to Founding Kindergarten Teacher
As many of you already know, Tina Shockley, Kindergarten
teacher of our full week class, is retiring early. She has given
notice of leave and her last day will be January 26th. Tina has been
asked by her daughter and son in-law to help them with their
children while they are away on deployment. I completely
understand and would do the same for my family. Life happens. As
a founding teacher, Tina will be greatly missed as she has been
working for Liberty for over 20 years. She started working here
when Liberty opened in August,1997. Tina has been a mainstay for
Liberty, welcoming hundreds of students and parents to the Liberty
family. Please help me in congratulating her for her years of service
here at Liberty.
Moving forward, I have given Tina’s replacement great thought and want to make sure the
decision to replace her has the least impact on the children in Kindergarten. The
administrative team has decided to hire long term substitutes for the remainder of the school
year. February and March are the prime hiring months for teachers so we plan to hire Tina’s
replacement during this time. This hired position will begin during August of the 2018-2019
school year.
Tara Greenacre, the current classroom TA, will be the long term substitute for Tina. Tara
knows all of the students in the class, she has built relationships with both students and
parents, she has been teaching the students in the very class she will be leading, she has
been mentored by Tina, and she will be able to confidently continue delivering the rich Core
Knowledge curriculum our kindergarteners receive throughout the year.
Sincerely,
Keith (Casey) Churchill
Liberty Common School Principal

New LCHS Principal. Last Friday, Liberty Headmaster Bob
Schaffer closed the job posting for his replacement as
Principal of Liberty Common High School, and promoted Mr.
Torgun Lovely to the position. Principal Lovely accepted the
position last Saturday. Lovely previously served as LCHS
Assistant Principal. Please everyone congratulate Principal
Lovely upon becoming Principal, and assist him in all ways as
he takes the helm at one of America’s best high
schools. Additional position openings will soon be posted to
determine Mr. Lovely’s replacement as LCHS Assistant
Principal, and to fill the LCHS Academic Dean position (also an
assistant-principal-level post) which has been vacant since last
August.

Letter to Liberty Community from Mr. Lovely
Dear Liberty Community,
I love Liberty. I love our students, their families, our faculty and staff, our curriculum, our
Capstone virtues, our House and Order systems, our athletics, our performing and fine
arts, our extracurricular activities, and most of all, our educational philosophy that sets us
apart from modern-day public schools.
This last weekend Mr. Schaffer, our newly named Headmaster, extended me an offer to
succeed him in running the finest high school in the state of Colorado. I was excited to
accept his offer and am electric with anticipation at being able to continue leading us to

greatness.
I came to Liberty 11 years ago with a mathematics-education degree, an MBA, and four years
of experience teaching math at various public and private schools in Fort Collins. When I
discovered Liberty’s approach to education, I was ecstatic because finally, here was a
common-sense approach to public education, which rejected the flawed, modern-day,
progressive-romantic educational philosophies rampant in our society. I could be a
professional educator and fully believe in what I was doing.
Now, under Mr. Schaffer’s and our Board of Directors’ leadership, I am honored to be able
to continue implementing the educational philosophy, policies, and academic programs
which are the hallmarks of Liberty's excellence. I am also honored to be on this journey with
each member of the Liberty community, and am committed to ensuring the Liberty way
remains strong and flourishes for years to come.
All the best,
Torgun J. Lovely, Principal

From Liberty Common Board of Directors
The Liberty Common Board of Directors is excited to announce the appointment of Mr. Bob
Schaffer to the position of Headmaster of Liberty Common School. As a school founder,
Mr. Schaffer’s unparalleled expertise in Liberty’s mission and philosophy combined with his
administrative experience as LCHS Principal make him an ideal choice to succeed in this
vital leadership role. The Headmaster position was a foundational element in Liberty’s
original charter and will provide Liberty with an effective management structure. Benefits to
reinstating the HM position include: increased support for Liberty’s foundational philosophy
and Core Knowledge curriculum, improved cultural and educational continuity between
Liberty’s elementary and high schools, and effective implementation of the BOD’s strategic
plan. Operational changes and impacts at either campus should be minimal throughout the
balance of the current school year as Mr. Schaffer completes his transition. His immediate
objectives will include filling all vacant LCHS administrative positions and becoming more
familiar with the elementary campus. The detailed HM job description is included in Liberty’s
policy manual, which can be found HERE.
During the December meeting, the BOD also approved a strategic plan, outlining the BOD’s
vision for the next two to five years. The plan addresses the BOD’s primary goal of
increasing our institutional strength while supporting our vision of ensuring adherence to
our charter while becoming nancially autonomous with the goal to competitively
compensate and retain Liberty’s staﬀ and support our classrooms. The strategic objectives
address three primary areas of focus: academic, financial and political. The detailed plan can
be viewed HERE.
The BOD is looking forward to the beneficial impacts these changes will make as we fulfill
Liberty’s mission of providing excellence in education for our students and extended
community. We pride ourselves on being a parent-lead school and continue to encourage
parental involvement in our processes; community comments are welcome at the beginning
of each BOD meeting. Please make plans to attend an upcoming meeting; we’d love to have
you there! BOD meetings are posted on Liberty’s website.

Add to Your List of New Year Resolutions and
Volunteer at Liberty Common School
Something wonderful is afoot. The Liberty Common
Library has just ordered and received a whole slew of
new books! These books have been specifically
purchased to beef up our Core Knowledge Reading
List. This is a huge project. I am looking for some
volunteers who are willing to come in and help
catalog/cover/and sticker these new books. I would
love to see them snugly placed on our shelves as

soon as possible! Time slots are available on the
Shelving Helpers Signup Genius--each slot is
during a time when there are no students in the Library.
If you are interested, please sign up, or email me at
pgowing@libertycommon.org. Thank you.

Mrs. Gowing, is also looking for a volunteer to be in charge of
rotating book displays and bulletin boards in the Library. She’ll
provide the ideas, direction, and supplies if you’ll provide a couple
of hours every month to help organize and decorate. Please email
her at pgowing@libertycommon.org if you are interested.

Thank you for your interest in volunteering at Liberty Common School. In order to
volunteer in the classroom, chaperone on field trips, or at extra-curricular activities, you
must be a registered volunteer at Liberty Common School. To complete the volunteer
process please register by CLICKING HERE. On the first page, left side of the screen, click
on Register Now. Once you have registered, a name tag will be waiting for you at school
and you can begin your volunteer experience.
If you have volunteered at Liberty in the past, it is time to update your volunteer
account. Please CLICK HERE and go to Log in, on the right side of the screen. If you have
forgotten log-in information, be sure to click on I cannot log in to complete the updating
process. Feel free to contact Jill Ronen, Admin. Assistant, if you have any questions or
need assistance.

Liberty Sports by Dan Knab,
L iberty Common Athletic Director

For jr.-high and high-school athletic score updates,
throughout the week, check out Liberty Common
Athletic Booster Club's Facebook page by clicking,
HERE.

This Week in Jr.-High Sports:
The 7th-& 8th-grade girls basketball games start this week.
Click HERE to register. Do not make payments until you receive an email from Mr. Knab to
do so. The season goes from January 8th to March 3rd. This is a great opportunity for girls
to be introduced to the sport of basketball. Questions about the season can be directed to
Mr. Knab. Still hoping a couple more 7th grade girls come out. There is a skill level for
everyone.
Saturday Basketball Open Gym Times 6th - 8th-Grade
Time Change: From now on, practices will be from 2pm to 4pm in the high school gym.
Spring-Sport Registration: Look for information in Monday Notes in February.
7th Grade Basketball
Wednesday, 1/17, 4pm, Away @ Platte Valley (4-pack w/8th grade team)
Thursday, 1/18, 4pm, Away@ University School
8th Grade Basketball
Wednesday, 1/17, 4pm, Away @ Platte Valley (4-pack w/7th grade team)
Thursday, 1/18, 4pm, Home vs University School

This Week in High School Sports:
Women's Basketball
Thursday, 1/18, 5:30pm, Away @ Resurrection Christian
Saturday, 1/20, 8:30am, Home, C-Team Round Robin (Elementary School Gym)
Men's Basketball
Wednesday, 1/17, 5:30pm, Home vs Denver School Science & Technology GVR
Friday, 1/19, 5:30pm, Home vs Resurrection Christian (Spirit Game)
Baseball Open Gym - Contact Coach Bissell: z_bissell@hotmail.com
Women's Soccer Drop-In - Contact Coach Salehi: csalehi@msn.com
Track & Field Warm-ups - Contact Coach Mayes: rwmayes@gmail.com
Volleyball Open Gym - Contact Coach Camp: ncamp@libertycommon.org
Spring Sport Registration: Look for information in Monday Notes in February.

Announcements Worth Repeating
Charter-School Job Openings. Key charter-school position openings have been recently
posted by the Colorado League of Charter Schools (Liberty is an active member of this
important organization). The state’s charter-school movement needs energetic, creative,
innovative, pro-school-choice warriors to sustain our revolution in public education.
Positions currently open: Vice-President of Communications; Associate Director of
Organizing; School-Support Specialist; Director of Talent Development. CLICK HERE for

details. Please pass this information along to anyone who might be a perfect applicant.

Join the Colorado Charter Advocacy Network. The Charter Advocacy Network is the
vehicle by which charter school supporters are informed about pressing issues affecting
charter schools. It's also the method for distributing action alerts to activate the Colorado
charter-school community in defense of charter-school students and their interests. As
opponents of LCHS and our charter-school brethren become more sophisticated,
organized, and outspoken, it is crucial we stay informed and take action on pressing
issues. To join, CLICK HERE. Please also encourage friends to join.

Your new calendar is now open for ordering.
Log in and find some new favorites today.
CLICK HERE to order.

Love and Logic Classes Added. The
response to Liberty Common hosting Love
and Logic Classes has been amazing. Our
first 3 sessions are full but Dr. Clarke has
agreed to a second session on 1/31,
2/28, and 3/28. Deadline to register is
January 17th. The total cost of attending
is $69 and includes a workbook that is
designed to work hand in hand with the Love and Logic curricula. These workshops give
parents the opportunity to have an interactive discussion with Dr. Clarke and one another on
Love and Logic. Please sign up in the front office.

Make Art, Win Prize. Win a weekend stay in Rocky
Mountain National Park, plus Colorado-made
products, and art supplies. All you need to do is
come in first place in the 2018 Colorado Kids Create
Art Contest. CLICK HERE for details. There are lots
of runner-up prizes, too. Contestants must be
between the ages of 5 – 18 years old.

Amazon Smile. Earn money for Liberty while you shop
through Smile.Amazon.com. AmazonSmile is a simple and
automatic way for you to support Liberty every time you
shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at
smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the same low prices, vast
selection and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a
portion of the purchase price back to Liberty.

Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core
Knowledge Charter School Foundation.” CKC School
Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit
organization. You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the
purchase price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases
back to Liberty.

Still time to register for 2nd
semester of Chessmates. All
registration is done on-line at
www.chessmatesfc.com

