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Mark Your Calendar For These Important Dates
February 23| Final day to purchase tickets for Liberty's Annual Spring Gala (see link
below)
February 26-March 2|Liberty Common Penny Drive
February 26|Character Assembly-Integrity
Our speaker is Maureen McCarthy – Fort Collins Recycle Center
Maureen McCarthy taught Spanish and ESL for over 20 years nationally and internationally. She
worked at the Larimer County landfill’s Education Center for five years. She is a part-time
employee on the Waste Reduction & Recycling Team within Environmental Services. She conducts
education and outreach activities and presentations about recycling and waste reduction within
the community. She helped develop and manages the “Recycling Ambassador” volunteer program
for the City. She organizes and provides tours of TRC and other facilities. She helps create signage
as needed for the Timberline Recycling Center (TRC) and provides updates and articles for
publication on that web page.

February 24|Festival of Ideas-Liberty Common High School, 8 a.m.- 3p.m.
February 26|Deadline to sign-up for CPR training (see info. in the Sports Section below)
February 27|Kindergarten Parent Orientation, 6:30 p.m.
February 27|Liberty Lecture Series: Moby Dick, 6:30-8:00, LCHS Great Hall (see
announcement below for more details)
March 2|Classroom Group Pictures
March 2|Spring Gala
March 9|3rd Quarter Ends
March 9|6th Graders to LCHS (all day)
March 12-16|Spring Break, NO SCHOOL
March 23|Kindergarten Roundup
March 26|Kindergarten Music Concert

March 29|BOD Meeting, 6:00 p.m., LCS Teacher Lounge
March 30|Good Friday, NO SCHOOL
April 2| 5th Grade Human Development Info. Meeting
April 9| 5th Grade Human Development Parent Session
April 11|5th Grade Human Development Student Session
April 13/14|5th and 6th grade Dessert Theatre, 6:00 p.m.
April 23|Public Info. Night
April 26|BOD Meeting, 6:00 p.m.

Announcements and Happenings
Thank you to those who contributed to my Eagle Scout Project at
the Winter Carnival. Because of all the generosity, we raised $500
to put toward the purchase of new trees for Liberty. If you would
still like to donate, please send your donation to: 1900 Topanga
Ct. Ft. Collins Co. 80528. Please make checks out to BSA Troop
119. Thanks again, this project is going to mean a lot for the future
of Liberty Common.
Evan Hansen
Freshman, Liberty Common High School

Festival of Ideas. This Saturday, Feb. 24th., Liberty
Common School will have guest speakers that are
professionals in their fields. Come hear content
experts and students contribute to a diverse and
vibrant conversation of intellectual curiosity and
expertise. Join intellectual discussions on art,
philosophy, physics, entomology, and more. Come
join us for a day of exploration and discovery.
Featuring speakers such as...Tim Smith of Loveland
Classical School, presenting Letters of a Stoic: Daily
Wisdom of Seneca, Fr. Michael O'Loughlin,
Byzantine priest from Denver, presenting Symbolism
of the Mind, Dave Lunn, LCHS Music Teacher and
Colorado Teach of the Year Finalist, presenting Go!
Fight! Win! How to Write a School Fight Song, Jonas
Cox, LCHS senior, presenting Real Life Nightmares.
CLICK HERE to Donate.
CLICK HERE to Volunteer.

Moby Dick Liberty Lecture. Make plans for
next Tuesday, February 27th, 6:30 -8:00PM in
the LCHS Great Hall to attend the next exciting
Liberty Lecture on Herman Melville’s classic
Moby Dick presented by LCHS English
instructor Mrs. Lauren Calvert. The great
American work spun epic, cultural, literary
phrases such as “Call me Ishmael,” “All
mortal greatness is but disease,” “Thus, I give
up the spear!” Come learn how these and
other legendary passages captivated the
imaginations of generations, and helped define
the American national character. Don’t miss this whale of a lecture; and remember, “Moby
Dick seeks thee not. It is thou, thou, that madly seekest him!”

Donations of juice boxes, any flavor are needed for the 5th and 6th
grade dessert theatre. Please bring donations to the Front Office by
April 12th. Thank you.

Click Here to Register for the Spring Gala

Click Here to Reserve a Room at the Hilton
CLICK HERE to Volunteer

Psst: We’re Hiring. Pass It Along
By: Bob Schaffer, Liberty Common School
Headmaster

There have been a handful of exciting Liberty staff announcements recently – from
pregnancies, to retirements, to entrepreneurial career opportunities. Some of these
announcement entail staff departures leaving important shoes to fill starting with the next
school year.
We insist on only hiring the best. If you know of anyone who might fall into that category,
please pass this newsletter along to them and ask them to consider applying.
Complete job descriptions are posted at the Liberty Common website (CLICK HERE).
Determining who are exactly the best applicants starts with a rigorous screening and
interview process. For example, over Spring Break, we’ll attend a teacher job fair specifically
for those interested in working at a charter school.
Shortly thereafter, we’ll head to Greeley for two days at UNC’s teacher job fair – one of the
largest in the West. Then it’s on to the CSU teacher job fair. We’ll meet lots of applicants at
these events.
We also receive piles of applications in the mail, and by email, from people who respond to
our job postings and communications just like this one. Helping the school by linking this
column from your Facebook wall, an email to your friends, or linking it on Twitter also goes
a long way toward attracting top candidates.
Oh, we get a lot of middling applications, too. Today’s teacher colleges seem to crank out
more and more new teachers whose heads have been filled with misguided ideas about
education. Fortunately, these applicants tend to identify themselves early and enthusiastically
on our initial screening questionnaire about basic teaching philosophy and experience.
To determine a teacher’s suitability to step into a Liberty classroom, we do not rely on a state
teacher’s license, or even a specialty degree in education. What we care about most is
content knowledge and the proven ability to convey it to students. We want legitimate
academic experts – intellectual leaders capable of preparing Liberty students for the next
phases of their academic journeys.
Once we narrow the field to top candidates, we invite them to participate in a comprehensive
interview covering philosophy, pedagogy, and mostly, knowledge. Indeed, all Liberty
teachers remember their Liberty job interview and are quick to comment about how different it
was compared to others.

To hear their recollections for yourself, please click on the nearby video. You’ll gain
firsthand insight on the interview process at our school. And again, if you know someone
who might be up to the high expectations of Liberty, now’s the time to urge them to apply.

Liberty Common Volunteer Opportunities

CLICK HERE to be a Gala Volunteer
Scholastic Book Fair
is coming to Liberty,
April 2-April 6. We

need volunteers...we
need YOU!
Volunteering at the
Book Fair is the
perfect way to stay
connected to your
child at school and
help students find the
books they can't wait
to read. Sign up now
and get ready for a fun and rewarding
volunteer experience. CLICK HERE for
Volunteer Sign In.

The above image is what you will see
when you CLICK HERE for Scholastic
Volunteer Sign In. Just sign in with your
preferred social media account and then
select a day and time that works for you.

It is time to have your fingerprint scanned. If you are parent or a
volunteer at Liberty Common and have not had a fingerprint scan, allowing
you to enter the main hallway, please make it a priority the next time you are in
the building. The process takes less than 5 minutes and is done in the front
office. Thank you.

Something wonderful is afoot. The Liberty Common
Library has just ordered and received a whole slew of new
books! These books have been specifically purchased to
beef up our Core Knowledge Reading List. This is a huge
project. I am looking for some volunteers who are willing to
come in and help catalog/cover/and sticker these new
books. I would love to see them snugly placed on our
shelves as soon as possible! Time slots are available on
the Shelving Helpers Signup Genius--each slot is
during a time when there are no students in the Library. If you are interested, please sign up,
or email me at pgowing@libertycommon.org. Thank you.

Thank you for your interest in volunteering at Liberty Common School.
In order to volunteer in the classroom, chaperone on field trips, or at extra-curricular
activities, you must be a registered volunteer at Liberty Common School. To complete the
volunteer process please register by CLICKING HERE. On the first page, left side of the
screen, click on Register Now. Once you have registered, a name tag will be waiting for
you at school and you can begin your volunteer experience.
Please contact Jill Ronen, Admin. Assistant, if you have any questions or need assistance.

Liberty Sports
by Dan Knab,
L iberty Common
Athletic Director

This Week in Jr.-High School Sports:
7th-Grade Basketball

Wednesday, 2/21, 4pm, Home vs Weld Central
Saturday, 2/24, 9am, Home vs TBD (B Tournament @ elementary
school;blue side)
8th-Grade Basketball
Wednesday, 2/21, 4pm, Away at Weld Central
Saturday, 2/21, 9am, Home vs TBD (B Tournament @ elementary
School; wood side)
Jr.-High Registration Spring Sports: Click HERE (Everyone Must Register) Do Not Pay
on Power School until you receive an email from Mr. Knab to do so after the season begins.
Spring Sports Parent Meetings (Mandatory for one parent to attend):
JH Girl's Soccer - Monday, March 5th, 5pm, elementary school gym (wood side)
JH Track & Field - Monday, February 26th, 5:30pm, elementary school Gym (blue side)
Attention, please note:
**JH Girl's Soccer- First day of practice, March 5th.
**JH Track & Field-First day of practice, March 5th.
Track & Field (7th - 8th): Coaches are Mr. Reeves (dreeves@libertycommon.org) and
Mr. Wilcox (jwilcox@libertycommon.org)
Girl's Soccer (6th - 8th): Coach Tchen (danieltchen17@gmail.com)
Young Sibling Announcement:
Elementary School Basketball Saturday Clinics:
1st - 3rd Grade: 9am - 10am
4th - 6th Grade: 10am - 11am
Every Saturday at elementary school gym. Cost: $10/Saturday
Fundamental basketball skills taught by Coach Arend.
Jr. High Basketball Drop-In (Male and Female)
Saturdays, 2pm - 4pm in high school gym (exception: no drop-in this Saturday, February
24th. )
Parks & Rec Volleyball (6th - 8th Grade)
Season begins March 20 and ends May 5th
Practices will be Tue. and Thu., 3:30pm to 5pm in the high-school gym
Sign up through Ft. Collins Rec online: Click HERE
Cost: $76
Deadline to register is March 3rd.
Summer athletic information will come out in Monday Notes in April.

This Week In High-School Sports:
Women's Basketball
Tuesday, 2/20, 6pm, Home @ University School (2nd Round Playoff Game)
Wednesday, 2/21, 6pm, TBD
Friday, 2/23, TBD, at UNC Butler-Hancock Arena
(Get updates on Liberty Common Athletic Booster Club's Facebook page by clicking,
HERE.)
High-School Registration For Spring Sports: Click HERE (Everyone MUST Register)
Do Not Pay on Power School until you receive an email from Mr. Knab to do so after the
season begins.
Parent Meetings (Mandatory for one parent to attend):
HS Baseball - Tuesday, February 27, 5pm, Edora Park
HS Women's Soccer - Thursday, February 22, 6pm, Stoa
HS Track & Field - Tuesday, February 27, 5:30pm, elementary school gym (wood side)
First Mandatory Spring Practice is Monday, February 26:
HS Baseball - Contact Coach Bissell: z_bissell@hotmail.com
HS Women's Soccer - Contact Coach Salehi: csalehi@msn.com
HS Track & Field - Contact Coach Mayes: rwmayes@gmail.com

Volleyball Clinic vs Volleyball Open Gym: Clinics are for 6th - 12th graders (male and
female). Open Gyms are for 9th - 12th graders (male and female). Only females may play on
LCHS volleyball teams, however guys are invited to participate in off-season workouts.
Volleyball Open Gym - Contact Coach Camp: ncamp@libertycommon.org
Tuesday, 2/20, 6pm - 7:30pm, elementary gym (9-12)
Thursday, 2/22, 6pm - 8pm, elementary gym (6-8) $30
Summer athletic Information will come out in Monday Notes in April.

CPR/First Aid Certification Course for students in
grades 6th-12th grade (American Heart Association).
Monday, March 5th from 4-7:30pm at the upper
school.
This is a great opportunity for students to learn and be
certified by the American Heart Association in First
Aid/CPR/AED use for infants/children and adults.
Certification is good for two years, and is helpful information for babysitting, summer jobs,
sports, and personal use.
Class must have a minimum of 10 participants, but will be capped at 20- sign up at a greatly
reduced rate of $27/student.
Sign-Up Here and contact our school nurse Natalie Dybzinski with any questions. The
deadline to sign up is Monday, February 26th.

Gym Banners
Ever wonder how to get your business advertised in the high-school gym? Contact Rebecca
Finkel at: libertycommonbooster@gmail.com
For jr.-high and high-school athletic score updates,
throughout the week, check out Liberty Common
Athletic Booster Club's Facebook page by clicking,
HERE.

A Liberty Common 4th Grader recreational basketball team poses with the Liberty Common High
School Women's Basketball team at Senior Night on February

Amazon Smile. Earn money for Liberty while you
shop. Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and
enter “Core Knowledge Charter School Foundation.”
CKC School Foundation is the technical name for
our non-profit organization. You will not find us by
searching for 'Liberty.’
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of
the purchase price of your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases back to Liberty.

Improve Your “Gap-Closing”
Technique. Liberty’s fundraising team has
worked hard to provide all families and supporters
with really easy techniques to help the school
“Close The Gap” when it comes to ongoing
school-funding needs. We need to always be on
offense in our fundraising efforts to make up the
difference (the gap) between state funding Liberty
receives, and the higher amount regular
government-owned public schools receive. Scroll
further down in today’s Monday Notes for easy
directions on Booster Club contributions, King
Soopers reloadable gift card participation, Amazon
Smile accounts, and attending this year’s
upcoming Spring Gala.

Announcements Worth Repeating

CLICK HERE to register
Please direct any questions regarding Summer Theater Camp to Amy Clemens

2018-2019 Calendar Approved
Aug. 27| First Day of School
Sept. 3 | Labor Day
Oct. 26 | Parent/Teacher Conferences

Nov. 21-23|Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 24-Jan. 4 | Winter Break
Jan. 21 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 15 | Professional Development Day
Feb 18 | Presidents' Day
March 18-22 | Spring Break
April 19 | Good Friday
May 24| Last Day of Classes-1/2 day, dismissal at 11:00

Job Openings. Liberty Common has begun the search for a new Academic Dean, a new
Assistant Principal, and multiple teaching positions. Job specifics and application
instructions can be found here. While Mrs. Stoltzfus and Mr. Lovely have some big shoes
to fill, we are excited at the prospect of finding the newest additions to work with them on the
administration team and faculty. These positions are critical in setting the culture of LCS as
well as developing staff and students. If you know anyone who would be a good fit, please
forward details.

Dear Parents and Guardians,
We are currently in the thick of a very severe cold and flu season. Please
remind your students to wash their hands regularly (and abstain from other
germ spreading behaviors) and please keep them home if they are not well.
Some very specific guidelines for this can be found on our school and
district policy posted on our website (HERE). Please print off this document and keep it in
an accessible place. Please remember that students may not attend school until they are
fever and vomit free (without medications) for a full 24 hours. This means if they had a fever
on Monday and it finally broke on noon at Tuesday, they wouldn't be considered able to
attend school until noon on Wednesday (24 hours), even if they seem like they are feeling
better. For helpful tips, please view the list (HERE).
Please let the health office know if you have any questions.
Best,
Natalie Dybzinski, RN, BSN
Liberty Common School Nurse Consultant
Parents, we also ask that if you are coming in to pick-up missed work for your ill
student, please do not bring your sick child in with you. Exposing others to germs is
not conducive to keeping the front office as germ free as possible. Please be
considerate of others. Thank you.

Your new calendar is now open for ordering.
Log in and find some new favorites today.
CLICK HERE to order.

