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Volume 21, Issue 11
Nov. 13, 2017

Principal, Mr. Casey Churchill
Asst. Principal, Mrs. Sandy Stoltzfus
Board of Directors:
Patrick Albright: 232-8257
Kelly Notarfrancesco: 971-404-7434
Joel Goeltl: 970-593-8556
Tricia Diehl: 420-8937
Paulette Hansen: 303-710-1887
Brad Kreikemeier: 719-237-7943
Aislinn Kottwitz: 217-5925
Board Meeting | Nov. 16, 2017, 6:30 pm.
LCS Staff Lounge.
You may contact all Board Members at
BOD@libertycommon.org

Mark Your Calendar For These Important Dates

November 16|BOD Meeting
November 17|Hearing and Vision Screening-Please make sure your student is present
for screenings. If they wear glasses or contacts, please make sure they have them
for an accurate screening.
November 21|Grandparents Day
November 22-24|Thanksgiving Break, NO SCHOOL
November 27|Character Assembly|Self-Control|Speakers from Northern Colorado Fencing
CLICK HERE to learn about this group.
K-3rd Graders attend the assembly from: 8:10-8:45
4-6th Graders attend the assembly from: 8:55-9:35

November 28|Colorado Eagles visit Liberty, Choir Room, 3:10 to 4:10- All are invited (See
flyer below)
December 1|Liberty Common School Night at the Colorado Eagles Game, 7:05 pm. Order
tickets by CLICKING HERE. (See flyer below)
December 2|Liberty Parlor Night-Parents Only|6:30-8:30 pm, LCHS Great Hall
December 4|Screenagers Movie 6-8 pm
December 5|3rd and 4th Grade Concert, 6:30 pm.
December 18|5th/6th Choir/Band Concert, 6:30 pm.
December 22|2nd Quarter Ends
December 25-Jan. 5|Winter Break, NO SCHOOL

Announcements and Happenings
Hearing and Vision Screening is this
Friday, November 17th.
Please make sure your student is present
for screenings. If they wear glasses or
contacts, please make sure they have them
for an accurate screening. CLICK HERE to
view Hearing and Vision Schedule.
Thank you to the volunteers who
stepped forward to assist with the
testing. We appreciate our volunteers.

Fort Collins Cotillion Registration for 4th-5th
graders has begun. Please CLICK HERE to
view schedule and register.

Love and Logic Classes Added. The
response to Liberty Common hosting Love
and Logic Classes has been amazing. Our
first 3 sessions are full but Dr. Clarke has
agreed to a second session on 1/24, 2/21,

and 3/21. The total cost of attending is $69
and includes a workbook that is designed
to work hand in hand with the Love and
Logic curricula. These workshops give
parents the opportunity to have an
interactive discussion with Dr. Clarke and
one another on Love and Logic. Please
sign up in the front office.

Parents,
Please make sure your child has a warm coat, hat and gloves for
outdoor recess. We will go out for fresh air and movement
opportunities even when it’s cold. Think about putting a hat and
gloves into their backpack and leaving them there until the spring
thaw. Thank you.

Christmas Will Soon Be Here and we have the perfect gift for
future Liberty Common Students. Introducing the Liberty Onsie.
We have various sizes in the front office and they are $20.00.

LIBERTY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
CHECK OUT THE OPPORTUNITIES

Thank you for your interest in volunteering at Liberty Common School. In order to volunteer
in the classroom, chaperone on field trips, or at extra-curricular activities, you must be a
registered volunteer at Liberty Common School. To complete the volunteer process please
register by CLICKING HERE. On the first page, left side of the screen, click on Register
Now. Once you have registered, a name tag will be waiting for you at school and you can
begin your volunteer experience.
If you have volunteered at Liberty in the past, it is time to update your volunteer
account. Please CLICK HERE and go to Log in, on the right side of the screen. If you have
forgotten log-in information, be sure to click on I cannot log in to complete the updating
process. Feel free to contact Jill Ronen, Admin. Assistant, if you have any questions or
need assistance.
Mrs. Gowing, our Librarian is needing assistance in "un-cataloging"
the library of books that are no longer in circulation. This is a large

and time consuming undertaking but volunteers only need to be able
to scan and hit delete. Mrs. Gowing, LCS Librarian, is very thankful
for any assistance. If interested please email Mrs. Gowing,
pgowing@libertycommon.org.

Please share the invitation above with grandparents who can attend, and remind them who
your students’ teacher is. We ask that Grandparents Day be reserved for students and
grandparents (or an older, influential person in the student's life), and that parents
do not attempt to fulfill that role. We host and serve a hot breakfast to 600+ grandparents
at the elementary school and simply cannot support parents as well.
Volunteer Signup: To make this event seamless and extraordinary, a small group of
committed parents have been working tirelessly behind the scenes, and we are asking for
additional volunteers.
CLICK HERE to volunteer at the Elementary School on GPD.
CLICK HERE to sign-up to donate food for GPD

Parents Only Parlor Night. Parents,
please mark calendars now and make
plans to attend “Parlor Night” Saturday,
December 2nd 6:30 -8:30PM in the
LCHS Great Hall. Inspired by the
nearby painting of Frédéric Chopin
entertaining guests in the parlor, LCHS
students and pianists will roll out the
school’s new baby-grand piano and
provide two hours of musical
entertainment plus short music-

appreciation commentary from LCHS’s
resident Maestro Dave Lunn. Guest will
enjoy comfortable seating, candlelight,
coffee, tea, lemonade, desserts, and
snacks – all served by personal studentbutlers and servants plying for tips to
make a few bucks for their favorite LCHS
clubs and organizations. It’s an
exquisite date night. Have dinner on your
own, then finish the evening at this
enchanted Parlor Night. Cost is only $10
per couple.

As advocates of less screen time for our children, Liberty Common Elementary School is
excited to host the movie Screenagers on December 4th from 6-8pm. We hope you can
join us in the elementary gymnasium for this engaging film. This movie is free of charge and
open to the public so come early to get a good seat. Here is a brief synopsis about the film.
Are you watching kids scroll through life, with their rapid-fire thumbs and a six-second attention
span? Physician and filmmaker Delaney Ruston saw that with her own kids and learned that the
average kid spends 6.5 hours a day looking at screens. She wondered about the impact of all this
time and about the friction occurring in homes and schools around negotiating screen time—
friction she knew all too well.
In SCREENAGERS, as with her award-winning documentaries on mental health, Delaney takes a
deeply personal approach as she probes into the vulnerable corners of family life, including her
own, to explore struggles over social media, video games, academics and internet addiction.
Through poignant, and unexpectedly funny stories, along with surprising insights from authors,
psychologists, and brain scientists, SCREENAGERS reveals how tech time impacts kids’
development and offers solutions on how adults can empower kids to best navigate the digital
world and find balance.

History of Liberty
How Did We Get Here?
Part Two of a Five-Part Series.
Liberty Common School has a unique history that is important for all to know. There were
many hardships and roadblocks encountered along the way. The Founders persevered to
make our school what it is today, but it wasn't easy. We are fortunate to have had such

persistent pioneers with a vision to make one of the best charter schools in Colorado.
For the next four weeks, we will run "How Did We Get Here?" by Dr. Maureen Schaffer,
Mrs. Michelle Provaznik, Mrs. Laurel Van Maren, and Mr. Bob Schaffer. They do a
superb job of detailing the events that took place to develop Liberty Common School as we
know it. Our hope is that by sharing our history, we will better value the efforts by our
Founders to get where we are today. It is because of their vision and foresight that we have
the top elementary and high school in the state of Colorado.
We continually thank our founding parents for their hard work and dedication. We could not
have asked for a better educational system to educate children. Our hope is that you feel the
same.
The History of Liberty Common School
By Dr. Maureen Schaffer (Founding Parent)
The huge demand for the educational program
offered at Washington Core Knowledge School
prompted the school’s founders to begin
drafting an application for a Core Knowledge
charter school, under the newly passed
Colorado Charter Schools Act. By the summer
of 1995, unresolved issues about the
permanence of Washington Core and the
authority of the parent board over the academic
program spurred a full-scale charter effort.
Meeting after work and on weekends, parents meticulously defined and documented the
charter school’s mission, goals, curriculum, governance, budget, facility plan, employee
relations, and more. On October 31, 1995, the Core Knowledge Charter School (CKCS)
Partnership, the organization formed by founding parents for the purpose of establishing a
new charter school, submitted its application to the PSD Board of Education.

Rather than proceed with negotiations, the PSD board requested more and more information,
explanation, and detail. The CKCS board, led by parent Chairman Phil Christ, diligently
responded to each request, but to no avail. On December 11, the PSD board voted to deny
the charter application without ever having met to negotiate with the parents.
Undaunted, the CKCS board appealed the decision to the Colorado State Board of
Education. In February, the State Board sided with the parents and instructed the PSD board
to negotiate an agreement in good faith with the charter group. Weeks of meetings ensued.

It appeared the two sides were slowly coming together. However in an eleventh-hour
surprise, the PSD board suddenly voted to “approve” the charter with several major
restrictions, not previously discussed: The charter would be limited to two years, enrollment
would be capped at 300 students, and the school would be limited to a K-6 program, thereby
eliminating the school’s innovative junior-high program.
PSD further directed the charter school to find space in a non-district building and execute
the charter contract with PSD no later than June 1. The constraints made it virtually
impossible to open the school.
Disappointed, the CKCS board filed a second appeal with the State Board of Education. In an
apparent attempt to quash the charter school, PSD unleashed its attorney. A paper war
erupted as the lawyer threw legal obstacles in the path of the charter school. The charter
group managed to fend off the legal challenges and was finally granted a hearing before the
State Board.
At the April 23 hearing, the final punch was landed when PSD announced it had filed suit
against the State Board of Education and CKCS Board of Directors! Concerned the lawsuit
could result in an injunction preventing the charter school from opening, the State Board
recommended the charter group try to open a school with PSD’s restrictions.

From page 1 of PSD’s lawsuit against charter school parents filed in Larimer County District Court
April 22, 1996.

Dozens of outraged parents criticized the legal shenanigans at the next PSD board meeting.
PSD director Bob Bacon (who subsequently was elected a Colorado State Senator) denied
the district had sued parents and accused charter supporters of promulgating a big lie.
[1] But PSD President Mike Liggett, an attorney, confirmed the lawsuit had indeed named
five parents – Phil Christ, Randy Everett, Timothy Gilmore, Cheryl Olsen, and
Maureen Schaffer – as defendants.
The clock was ticking down to the June 1st deadline. Charter parent Mr. Peter Kast, a
commercial realtor, conducted yet another survey of potential properties to accommodate the
PSD-imposed school configuration. A near match was identified. However, two adjustments
to the restrictions would be necessary:
1)Increase the charter length to five years to amortize building improvements.
2) Increase the enrollment cap to 364 students to meet the annual lease and maintenance
obligations.
The charter group entreated PSD to consider adjusting the restrictions. The PSD board
refused to consider the request. “The Board of Education will not take any further action,”
came the response in a May 3rd letter to the CKCS board.
The June 1 contract deadline expired, and PSD dropped its lawsuit against the parents.
The clock had run out. There would be no charter school in 1996.

[1] Vaughan, Kevin. “Parents assail board over charter school.” The Fort Collins
Coloradoan, May 14, 1996.

From Dan Knab, Athletic Director
LIBERTY COMMON = COLORADO STATE CHAMPIONS
Congratulations to Coach Cyrus Salehi and the men's soccer team
for defeating Colorado Academy, 1-0, Saturday at Dick's Sporting
Goods Park to win the 3A state championship. The lone goal came
in the seventh minute when Josh Rohrbaugh struck a thunderous
goal kick 60 yards in the air to Ryan Zonnefeld who scored (the
only goal allowed by CA all post-season). The defense, led by
Aiden Allen, Josh Rohrbaugh, Joe DuToit and goal keeper,
Michael Bradley took over the game after that.
Check out the following links for all of Colorado's top sports
coverage of the team: CHSAANow, Denver Post, Coloradoan ,
9News. Purchase a DVD copy of the game from NFHS HERE. Also, tune in to AT&T
SportsNet's TV broadcast, Colorado Prep Spotlight tonight at 8pm as they highlight this 20-0
season. (Xfinity/Comcast - CH 26 &CH 665; Dish - CH 414)
The coach and team exstend an overwhelming 'thanks' to all of the fans who came out to the
early Saturday morning rally, the tailgate party, the game and the after-party back at the high
school. CHSAA administrators who were at all three championship games said Liberty
Common had the biggest and loudest crowd in the stadium. Most of all they were impressed
with our sportsmanship. The coaches and team credited the fans with the energy matched
on the field by the team. This championship victory set the bar for how future championship
teams will be celebrated. Thanks to all of the parent volunteers and staff that helped make the
celebration a great success.

Team Mariya and LCHS Soccer give mutual support.
This Week in Jr.-High Sports:
7th-Grade Boys Basketball
Monday, 11/13, 4pm vs Ft. Lupton (4pk)
Tuesday, 11/14, 4pm vs Frontier Academy
Thursday, 11/16, 4pm @ University School
8th-Grade Boys Basketball
Monday, 11/13, 4pm vs Ft. Lupton (4pk)
Tuesday, 11/14, 4pm @ Frontier Academy
Thursday, 11/16, 4pm vs University School
8th-Grade Girls Basketball:
LCHS is still looking for an 8th-grade girls basketball coach. The season starts after
Christmas break and lasts 12 weeks. Click HERE for the job posting.

This Week in High-School Sports:
HS Men's Basketball Parent Meeting, Monday, 11/13, 6:30pm in Stoa
HS Women's Basketball Parent Meeting, Tuesday, 11/14, 7:30pm in gym
HS Track Team meeting, Tuesday, 11/14, 9th hour in the Stoa
High-School Basketball Registration On-Line:
New On-Line Athletic Registration with Family ID - Click HERE. No more paper athletic
packets to complete. Everything is online.Scan physicals. Do not make eFund payments
online until you receive an email from Mr. Knab to do so. He must upload rosters to
PowerSchool beforehand. Thank you.

Liberty Students Shine
Last weekend's Chessmates tournament
had 150 kids compete with 8 sections. In the
K-1 section, 17 students competed and
Lauren Yalin, (1st Grade) took first place.
Great job Lauren. Keep going strong.

Robotics Wins. Two Liberty robotics teams
competed and won awards in the Poudre
FIRST Lego Robotics competition on
Sunday. Team "Spinning Gears" consisting
of Victor Lenell, Glory Lenell, Aidan
Woodard, Zach Reed, and Eden Soasey
and judged by Mr. and Mrs. Lenell, won the

Judge's Award. Both teams will be moving
on to the state competition in December.
Congratulations and good luck at state.
Liberty will be cheering you to victory.

The "Just Brilliant" consisting of Carolyn
Carpenter, Gillian Hepworth, Amber
Kranz, Sydney Reinke, Gemma Broskie
and Priscilla Rowland won the first place
champion's award and first place robot
performance award.

News Worth Repeating
Attention Liberty Parents and Guardians:
The back parking lot is a great place to park in the morning if you are
volunteering at the school or if plan to walk your children up to the
building. If you are inclined to keep you children in the car to keep
them warm on chilly days, feel free. When they are ready to walk up to
the school, please walk them through the parking lot to keep them
safe.
A few reminders on the back parking lot:
The back parking lot is not a designated drop off zone. Drop off should happen in
one of the three drop off zones in the front, middle or back of the school.
When using the back parking lot, please park and walk your children through the
parking lot.
We know that morning drop off can be stressful, especially when we’re running late. Please
take your time, drive slowly, put your cell phone away, and drop off in an approved drop off
zone. Let’s all commit to keeping our kids safe by complying with the designated drop off and
pick up expectations. Please CLICK HERE to read Liberty's Helpful Traffic Guide.
Thank you,
Sandy Stoltzfus
Assistant Principal
Liberty Common Elementary School
sandys@libertycommon.org | 970.672.5820

Cash For Video. If anyone could use an extra $15,000, here’s an opportunity: Enter the
“Choices in Education” Video Contest – CLICK HERE. Deadline, December 1st, 2017. Tell
the world what how school choice is improving education for children and families in our
community, or share your own story about exercising your freedom to attend a charter
school. It’s simple, anyone with a smartphone can enter!

To learn more about StoryMakers and submit your story, CLICK HERE.

Short-Term Host Families Needed In
February. We’re already making plans for our
next “sister-school” visit from GyeSeong school
of Seoul, Korea. In February, we’ll be joined by 10
students (9 girls and 1 boy), plus one instructor.
They’ll be here for just under three weeks. They’ll
be in the school from Feb 2nd to Feb 22nd, 2018.
The visiting students will be at school or on
fieldtrips weekdays from 8:30 am until late
afternoon. To facilitate this visit, we need LCHS
families to serve as short-term host families.
Everyone who has done this in the past has
thoroughly enjoyed the students. If you think you might consider volunteering to open your
home and help get visiting student to and from LCHS, please CLICK HERE to email project
coordinator Andrea Heyman, or call her directly at (970) 218-6038. $400 financial
reimbursements will be available to host families.

Kindergarten Sibling List. If your child
is a sibling of a student currently
enrolled in Liberty, and will be attending
kindergarten in the 2018-2019 school
year, please make sure that they are on
the Sibling List. We will begin running the
kindergarten lottery on January 25, 2018.
P lease contact Julie Russell, LCS Registrar, at (970)482-9800, ext. 1114.

MANY WAYS TO SUPPORT LIBERTY COMMON SCHOOL

Click the image above to watch a short video
about purchasing gift cards.

Amazon Smile. The holidays are approaching and your supporters will be busy shopping
for gifts, decorations, and more. Earn money for Liberty while you shop through
Smile.Amazon.com. AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Liberty
every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the
same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with
the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price back to Liberty.
Simply go to http://smile.amazon.com and enter “Core Knowledge Charter School
Foundation.” CKC School Foundation is the technical name for our non-profit organization.
You will not find us by searching for 'Liberty.’
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases back to Liberty.

